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UK Parliamentary general elections: guidance update

As set out in Bulletin 326, we have now updated our core guidance
for Returning Officers for UK Parliamentary general elections. This
guidance is now available as web-based HTML content.

The updated guidance reflects changes introduced by the Elections
Act 2022 such as the new postal vote handling measures and the
updated undue influence and intimidation offences. Full details of
the changes can be found in the change log at the start of the
guidance.

The detailed process for the handing in of postal votes at polling
stations is currently being developed, in close consultation with the
Elections, Referendums and Registration Working Group (ERRWG)
which includes representatives from the EMB and the SAA. We will
further update our core guidance to reflect this process as
appropriate once this work has been completed, in January 2024.

We are currently finalising updates to our guidance for candidates
and agents at UK Parliamentary general elections and will publish
this in web-based HTML format at the end of November.

As always, we will notify you through the Bulletin when any further
updates to the guidance and additional resources are published.

If you have any queries, or need any further support, please contact
infoscotland@electoralcommission.org.uk.

Elections Act: Amended timetable for guidance on overseas
electors

Further to Bulletin 326 where we set out our plans for updating our
guidance to reflect the Elections Act changes, we have now
amended the timetable for publication of the guidance for EROs on
overseas electors.
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The detailed secondary legislation giving effect to the changes was
amended after pre-laying scrutiny by the Joint Committee for
Statutory Instruments (JCSI) which means we now need to make
amends to our draft guidance to ensure it fully and accurately
reflects the final regulations which were laid on 23 October.

The guidance will now be published by mid-December, rather than
at the end of November as originally planned.

If you have any queries, or need any further support, please contact
infoscotland@electoralcommission.org.uk.

Elections Act: postal and proxy voting changes — partnership
resources

Further to Bulletin 333 on the 31 October 2023, changes to postal
and proxy voting came into effect. In Scotland they apply to UK
Parliamentary elections (including by-elections and recall petitions).

We have produced a range of digital and printable resources to help
you raise awareness of these changes. These include:

a flyer

a poster

social media graphics and template posts
a web banner

template web and newsletter copy

press FAQs

Changes to the franchise for overseas voters

We are also currently working on resources to help raise awareness
of the changes to the franchise for overseas voters. We will provide
further information on these resources and when they will be
available in a future Bulletin.

If you have any questions on our partner resources, please contact
infoscotland@electoralcommission.org.uk.
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