Having trouble reading this newsletter? View it in your browser.

electoral administration

bulletin

a2\ O\
BOR

N

- “.‘
Issue 379 (Wales) — 21 August 2024

Annual canvass resources

To support your work in delivering the annual canvass, we have a
set of resources for you to use to promote the canvass in your
area and encourage residents to complete the required steps.

The resources include:
e Social media graphics
e Template social media messaging
e Template press releases

The social media graphics are simple and versatile, with just an
icon representing different stages of the canvass. We have also
provided template social media messaging to accompany the
graphics, so you can choose what will work best for you and your
residents.

Eligibility Confirmation Review — additional guidance on
eligibility

With the Eligibility Confirmation Review (ECR) process underway
we have received numerous queries regarding the eligibility of
individuals that received their EU settled status (EUSS) after the
Implementation Period Completion Date (IPCD) of 31 December
2020.

We have clarified the position of these individuals with colleagues
at the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government
and will be updating our core guidance to reflect the following
information ASAP.

Providing that EUSS has been granted to the individual in their
own right (and not on the grounds of being a joining family
member), a grant of EU settled status is sufficient to confirm a
person meets the residency requirements, no matter when the
EUSS was granted. This is because having ‘personal’ EUSS can
be taken as evidence that an individual has been resident in the
UK continuously since at least IPCD, regardless of when it was
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granted. Obtaining EUSS requires the individual to have been
legally resident before the IPCD. This includes any individual who
has a personal “settled” or “pre-settled” status — either of which
can be taken as evidence they meet the new eligibility criteria.

This also means that if an individual has EUSS as ‘a joining family
member’ it can be assumed that they have not been resident
continuously since at least IPCD and as such would not meet the
required eligibility criteria of an EU citizen with retained rights. If
they had their own continuous legal immigration status since the
IPCD they would have been granted their own EUSS, and not that
of a joining family member. You can ask any such individuals to
confirm if they gained settled/pre-settled status on the grounds of
being a “joining family member” or not. If they did, they would not
be eligible under the new eligibility criteria.

If you are not sure if an individual meets the new eligibility criteria
for another reason, for example if the elector has informed you
that they were out of the country for a period of time or arrived
after the IPCD, then you have the power to request further
information in order to make a determination. You can find our
guidance on your power to request further information to establish
eligibility here.

We will provide a further update in a future bulletin once the
guidance has been updated.

In the meantime, if you have any questions or require any
assistance, please do contact your Wales Electoral Commission
team.
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