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From: FOI
Sent: 16 September 2025 16:21
To:
Subject: FOI 056-25 - Response

Dear 

Our Ref: FOI 056-25 

Thank you for your email to the Electoral Commission dated 21 May 2025.    

The Commission aims to respond to requests for information promptly and regrets it has not done 
so within the statutory timeframe of twenty working days.  We apologise for this delay. 

Your request is in bold below followed by our response.  

You have asked for the following information:  

"Please provide the following records: 
• All correspondence by Reform UK (and/or its representatives) and the Electoral
Commission between September 1, 2024 and May 21 2025 in relation to its constitution and
proposals for a new constitution.
• Minutes and dates of any meetings concerning the above".

Our response is as follows: 

We have understood your request to include all correspondence from Reform UK, and all 
correspondence from the Electoral Commission relating to the party’s updated constitution; 
including any internal correspondence within the Electoral Commission about the party's 
constitution, and relevant external correspondence between the Electoral Commission and third 
parties.  

We hold the information you have requested and have disclosed some of it in our response.  

To access these documents, you will need to use our secure document-sharing 
system, Objective Connect. You will receive an ‘Invitation to Objective Connect Email Notification’ 
(sent to the inbox of ).  This notification will contain a link to enable 
you to start accessing your information.  Please find below details on how to access the specific 
area we have set up for your documents. 

1. Click on the link in the email.
2. You will be prompted to set up your username and password. Your username will be your

email address, and your password can be whatever you like.
3. With your username and password, enter both details at the login screen and click ‘login’.
4. You will now see your personal page, which will show the Share ‘FOI 056-25’.
5. By clicking on the name of the share, you will find your documents.
6. You may view any of these documents.
7. In addition, you may download a copy to your personal computer by selecting the

‘download’ option and then ‘save’.
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This service will be closed one month from our response date, this is 16 October 2025. 
 
The Commission has determined that some of the information within the scope of this request is 
exempt from disclosure under sections 36 and 42 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA). 
Information classified as personal data is also exempt from disclosure under section 40 of the FOI 
Act.  
 
  
Exemption: section 36(2)(b)(i)-(ii), section 36(2)(c)  
  
Information that you have requested is exempt from disclosure under s.36(2)(b)(i) and (ii), and 
s.36(2)(c) of FOIA.   
  
Section 36(2)(b) exempts from disclosure information, which in the reasonable opinion of a 
qualified person, would, or would be likely to, inhibit   
  

1. the free and frank provision of advice, and/or   
2. the free and frank exchange of views for the purposes of deliberation.    

  
Section 36(2)(c) exempts from disclosure information, which in the reasonable opinion of a 
qualified person, would otherwise prejudice, or would be likely otherwise to prejudice, the effective 
conduct of public affairs.  
  
The qualified person (s.36(5)(o) FOIA) at the Electoral Commission is of the opinion that releasing 
the requested information would, or would be likely to, inhibit the free and frank provision of advice 
and the  free and frank exchange of views, and it would otherwise prejudice, or would be likely 
otherwise to prejudice, the effective conduct of public affairs.  
  
Public interest test  
  
Section 36 is a qualified exemption which means that we must consider whether the public 
interest in applying the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosure. There are a number 
of factors that are weighed in the balance to consider whether the public interest in applying the 
exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosure.  The factors that we have considered are 
laid out below.  
  
Public interest in favour of disclosure   
  
The Commission recognises that there is a public interest in transparency and accountability for 
decisions made by a public body, and in understanding the reasons for the decision taken, 
including those based on the opinions and advice of internal officers.  
  
Disclosure would improve public understanding and increase public trust in how the Commission 
makes fully informed, reasoned decisions, including its provision of advice and guidance.  
  
Public interest against disclosure  
  
Disclosure risks inhibiting free and frank exchange of views for the purpose of deliberations 
between Commission officers. Exchange of views internally is essential to the Commission’s 
complex regulatory decision making.  
  
The information contains deliberations about the requirements relating to political party 
governance documents and includes internal debates between Commission officers as they 
consider the proper application of those requirements. Commission officers need to be able to 
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deliberate without fear that discussions will be taken out of context and reported. Release of the 
information would compromise the ability of Commission officers to engage in free and frank 
deliberations on party registration matters.   
  
Disclosure risks inhibiting free and frank exchange of views between Commission officers and 
political parties, and the provision of advice to those parties. Political parties need to be able to 
seek advice and Commission officers need to be able to provide advice without being inhibited by 
the concern that information could be taken out of context when released into the public domain. 
Disclosure could have a chilling effect where parties are dissuaded from seeking advice from the 
Commission. While releasing external correspondence with the applicant party may provide 
transparency on how it is governed and operated, doing so risks inhibiting free and frank 
exchange of views with the party in question and the provision of advice to them.  
   
Release of this information would indicate to parties, and other regulated stakeholders, that they 
cannot reasonably expect that any draft documentation, or exchange of views, would not be 
disclosed. This, in turn, would inhibit external stakeholders from engaging with the Commission in 
a free and frank manner at an early stage, and reduce the effectiveness with which the 
Commission fulfils its legal duty to give advice and assistance to regulated entities.  
  
The Commission must not prejudice its ability, or the ability of other public bodies to conduct their 
statutory functions effectively. Disclosure of the requested information would, or would be likely to, 
inhibit the ability of the Commission to engage in free and frank discussions and provide advice on 
complex and novel areas and otherwise prejudice its ability to effectively carry out its statutory 
functions effectively.  
  
Conclusion  
  
Following due consideration of the above, the qualified person is of the opinion that disclosure of 
the information would, or would be likely to, inhibit both the free and frank provision of advice, and 
the free and frank exchange of views for the purposes of deliberation. In addition, disclosure of the 
information would otherwise prejudice the effective conduct of public affairs.  
  
It is also noted that the transparency gained by publishing correspondence with parties is less 
than the publication of the constitutional documents themselves. In this case, the constitution itself 
that is the subject of this FOI request is in the public domain on the party’s website. The actual 
governance arrangements of Reform UK are not, therefore, concealed from the public by the 
application of the s.36 exemption.  
  
We therefore judge the public interest in withholding the information to outweigh the public interest 
in disclosing the information.  
 

Exemption: section 42(1) - legal professional privilege   
  

Section 42(1) provides an exemption for information that is protected by Legal Professional 
Privilege (LPP). This exemption protects communications between lawyers and their clients for the 
purpose of obtaining legal advice, or documents created by or for lawyers for the purpose of 
litigation.      
 
Public Interest Test 

Application of the section 42(1) exemption is subject to the public interest test. There are a 
number of factors that must be weighed in balancing whether the public interest in applying the 
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exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosure. The factors we have considered are set out 
below.      
 
The arguments considered in favour of disclosure 

There is a general presumption in favour of disclosure and there is a general public interest in 
authorities being accountable for the quality of their decision-making. Ensuring that decisions have 
been made on the basis of high quality and comprehensive legal advice is part of that 
accountability. There is a legitimate public interest in the transparency of our registration process. 
Transparency in the decision-making process and access to the information upon which decisions 
have been made can enhance this accountability, as well as public understanding and 
involvement in the democratic process. It could also be seen that there is a public interest in some 
cases in knowing whether legal advice has been followed.      
 
The arguments considered against disclosure 
 
Section 42 reflects a strong public interest in the Electoral Commission being able to communicate 
freely and frankly with its legal advisers to provide and receive advice in confidence. Public 
authorities require high quality and comprehensive legal advice for the effective conduct of their 
business. Taking robust and legally sound decisions is in the public interest, and in some cases, 
this is reliant on the ability of the Electoral Commission to obtain confidential legal advice. The 
concept of non-disclosure of Legal Professional Privilege has long been recognised by the 
Information Commissioner, the Information Tribunal and the courts, and it reflects the importance 
of legal advice being sought, and given, in confidence. Moreover, disclosure of the material is not 
necessary in order to understand the outcome of the constitution registration process.      
 
Conclusion 

After carefully considering the opposing public interest arguments in favour of engaging the 
exemption and in favour of releasing the information, there is, we have determined, a strong and 
overriding public interest in maintaining the principle of legal professional privilege.   
 
Exemption: Section 40(2) - Personal Data 

You will notice that certain personal details have been redacted from the documents we are 
releasing. Section 40(2) provides for an exemption where the information requested constitutes 
personal data as defined by the Data Protection Act 2018 (DPA), and where release of the 
information requested would breach one of the data protection principles.   

Some of the information contained in the requested information falls within the description of 
personal data as defined by the DPA because the information relates directly to an identifiable 
living individual. This includes names and contact details of individuals in some instances. The 
individuals in some cases are junior staff members and they would not reasonably expect their 
information to be released.  
  
I trust that this information satisfies your request. The Commission strives to be an open, 
transparent authority, but in some circumstances, we cannot responsibly release requested 
information, and we ask for your understanding in this regard.  
 

If you are not satisfied with this response, please note that the Commission operates a review 
procedure, details of which can be found on the Commission website at: 
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/freedom-information/make-a-freedom-information-
request. 
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Please also note that if you have exhausted all internal Commission review procedures and you 
are still not satisfied you have the right to appeal to the Information Commissioner. Details of this 
procedure can be found on the ICO website: https://ico.org.uk/  
  
  
Yours sincerely, 
  
Information Team  
FOI@electoralcommission.org.uk  
  
The Electoral Commission  
www.electoralcommission.org.uk  





Your email

Your telephone number

Your postcode

Your region/country

I am...
a member of the public

What are you contacting us about?
other

Your question
I was wondering if you have a copy of Reform UK's governance structure as I believe they
would needed to have provided this as part of their application to become a political party
and if this available to the public. Thank you. 





Last name

Your email

Your postcode

Your region/country

I am...
a member of the public

What are you contacting us about?
other

Your question
Hello there

I appreciate that a party must register with you and also, once they have taken part in an
election, must sharing financial documents also.

What other obligations to a political party have and are these other documents available on
your website available to all in the public domain too?

I'm specifically interested in the constitution of the Reform UK party. If it has not yet been
submitted, please could you inform me when it is available?

Many thanks for the work you do in keeping our democracy functioning,

Kindest regards





 

Subject: Ongoing Registration requirements of Reform UK 

FAO: Regulatory Support ahead of meeting with Reform UK 

 

Briefing note: 

1. Updated party constitution 

As per numerous news reports and the party’s own social media accounts, Reform UK’s 
proposed updated constitution was ratified by party members at the recent party 
conference held from 20-21 September 2024. The party have since added a document to 
their website which can be viewed here and is different to the constitution held by the 
Commission, approved in 2021. 

From a registration perspective, where we are made aware of a party updating their 
constitution, and in this instance we can be satisfied that threshold has clearly been met, it 
becomes a statutory requirement that this updated document be submitted alongside the 
party’s annual renewal. 

In short, Reform UK’s next renewal will not be treated as compliant, unless it is submitted 
alongside, or we have already been in receipt of, an updated constitution. 

As such, in any conversation regarding their updated constitution, it must be made clear to 
the party that there is a tangible impact on the party’s registration status, should they fail 
to submit one. 

For reference, the party’s next renewal deadline is 31 January 2025. 

It should also be noted that, the party’s renewal is not contingent on the 
constitution being deemed compliant, just that it be submitted alongside. If the 
eventual document is deemed to not be PPERA-compliant, the party’s renewal will 
still have been pushed back another year. 

2. New nominating officer 

The party have recently changed nominating officer from  to Pete Durnell who 
was introduced to  at the party conference as ‘our new nominating 
officer’. 

Where Pete has taken over the role, this begins the 14-day period within which the party 
must inform the Commission of a change. 

Party registration will be in contact separately with treasurer  (whose duty 
it is to inform us), but we will not be able to accept any submitted renewal as compliant 
before that change has been processed. 







From:
To:
Subject: FW: Reform UK - Receipt of renewal and updated constitution
Date: 20 February 2025 12:58:07

 
From: Party Reg 
Sent: 30 January 2025 4:58 PM
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: Reform UK - Receipt of renewal and updated constitution

 
Dear
 
Thank you for delivering the party’s confirmation of registered details, which was
received on 20 January 2025 and considered complete and compliant with the
Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (PPERA) on 20 January
2025.
 
Owing to limitations of our online system, this confirmation will be processed as
soon as we have a decision on your submitted Constitution. However, pleased be
assured that your party’s renewal has been considered compliant, and will your
party therefore stay on the register even if it doesn’t appear as ‘processed’ on our
PEF Online system.
 
The party’s next confirmation of registered details is due to be delivered by
07 January 2026. Should the party change its financial year end, or its total
income or expenditure exceeds £250,000 in a financial year, then this deadline will
change.
 
As the treasurer you are responsible in law for confirming your party’s details are
correct by the deadline each year. We suggest strongly that you set yourself a
reminder to ensure you meet this deadline.
 
Constitution
 
We have also received your updated constitution. We will now consider it against
the requirements of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000
(PPERA).
 
PPERA sets out that a constitution is the document or documents (of whatever
name) by which the structure and organisation of the party is determined. Where
the party is also registered as a company, we would expect the Memorandum and
Articles of Association to form part of the constitution documents.
 
The constitution has also mentioned a party rulebook. Though it states that if any
rules made in the rulebook that is repugnant to that of the constitution, the
constitution would prevail, it may be usual if we had a copy of the rulebook in
conjunction with the constitution for our assessment.
 
Could you please provide us with copies of these documents? We can then













Cc: Laura Douglas Hannah Brown
 Claire Robbie 

Subject: RE: Reform UK
Importance: High

 
Thanks 
 
Hi Niki, Jackie, just looping you into this chain because the BBC came back to our
previous answers last week about Reform updating its constitution. They are
asking more questions about how Reform are registered as a party and also as a
company (please see below).
 
I also wanted to check you’re both happy with these responses since it’s getting
quite a bit of media interest. The journalist asked if we could get back to them by
3pm, but can be a little later if need be!
 
Thanks

 
//
 
What happens if Reform do not change their constitution with the electoral
commission before 31 January?
 
If a party does not meet the requirements for renewing its registration, it would be
deregistered, and then appear on the register of deregistered parties on our
website.
 
What would the process be of closing down Reform UK Ltd if it is registered with
the electoral commission? How long would that take?
 
Reform UK is registered as a political party with the Electoral Commission. Any
company structure changes, from a regulatory perspective, would be a matter for
Companies House and not the Electoral Commission. If a party’s company
arrangements are reflected in party documents such as a constitution and financial
scheme, we would expect these documents to be updated to reflect any changes.
 
There is no specific timeframe for this, outside of the requirement for a party to
submit any constitution changes to the Commission ahead of their next annual
renewal deadline.
 
Could a Reform UK Ltd and a Reform UK CLG both be registered with the
electoral commission?
 
Reform UK is registered as a political party with the Electoral Commission. A
political party may choose to also be registered as a company, and this may
inform internal party structures. Any company registration would be completed
through Companies House. Any application to register a new political party would











Subject: RE:  - Reform UK
 
Hi thanks for sharing.
 
A few insertions in purple. One to make clear this is what all parties have to do,
and the other as I think we need to be explicit about the deadline date so have
inserted this in.
 
Also removed ‘likely’ from second paragraph.

Hope helpful.

Laura
 
 
 
Laura Douglas (she/her)
Head of Regulatory Support
 
The Electoral Commission

electoralcommission.org.uk
 
From:  
Sent: 07 January 2025 2:40 PM
To: Hannah Brown ; Claire Robbie

 Laura Douglas

Subject: RE:  - Reform UK
 
Thanks and Hannah! We’ve also had a query from the below
which I think is in relation to this query. Their deadline is EOD today.
 
I’ve also just added a line in red about the deadline because we were asked about
it last time.
 
Thanks

 
//
 
From the 
Can I check if you have received any application from Reform UK and/or Nigel Farage
in relation to the Electoral Commission giving a green light to the reclassification of
Reform UK?
 
Mr Farage has said today that paperwork was filed in early December with the Electoral
commission.
 
Can I ask if that is the case and, if so, what is was the nature of the application?
 









members that the vote was “all smoke and mirrors” and the party has no plans to democratise,
despite its public claims. The story is due to go out on the BBC News website later this week.
 
There is obviously huge public interest in this story, not least to the members who may wrongly
believe they now have a say in the leadership and direction of the party.
 
Any help you could give, on or off-the-record to ensure my article is as accurate as possible
would be greatly appreciated.
 
I’m on if you’d like to discuss over the phone.
 
Best,



From:
To:
Subject: RE: DRAFT FOR APPROVAL - Reform UK updated constitution and new nominating officer
Date: 26 September 2024 10:42:55

Hi ,
 
Please don’t send this out, we are working on managing the relationship in Reg
Support and there is a background to this invitation.
 
I will let you know whether we need your attendance, it is unlikely and also not that
likely that we will discuss the constitution in the meeting.
 

 
From:  
Sent: 26 September 2024 10:24 AM
To: 

Subject: DRAFT FOR APPROVAL - Reform UK updated constitution and new nominating officer

 
Hi both – see below and suggest edits/approve as appropriate.
 

et me know how involved you want to be in any conversations
regarding updating the party’s constitution – is on leave next week and I’ll
be taking a lead on any eventual submission, but let me know how hands on/off
you’d like to be. and I are personally unconvinced how useful an in-person
meeting will be, given how limited we are in advising on a constitution’s
acceptability outside of a full assessment. Welcome your thoughts, however.
 
*STARTS*
 
Hi 
 
Thanks for getting in contact.
 
By way of introduction, I’m from the Commission’s Registration team which
carry out the assessments on party constitutions and will be taking a lead on any
submission from yourselves.
As per various news reports, we’re aware that Reform UK ratified a new
constitution at their party conference last weekend, which we presume has
sparked this conversation.
 
While we are happy to facilitate a meeting with yourselves, it would be great to get
some clarity on precisely what you want to discuss.
 
If you’re seeking clarity over the actual process of submitting an updated
constitution to us for assessment, this is something I’d be happy to walk you
through over the phone/via email.
If you’re looking to discuss the particulars of an updated constitution, please be
aware that we will be unable to provide any guarantees of acceptability in any









 
As far as I can see, the party structure has not changed at all: Farage is still the
person for with significant control: https://find-and-update.company-
information.service.gov.uk/company/11694875/officers
 
Meanwhile, I can't see any evidence of Reform having applied to change its
constitution: https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/political-registration-and-
regulation/political-party-registration/view-current-applications
 
***
 
Can you let me know whether Reform UK has submitted any documentation to the
Electoral Commission to change its constitution?
 
And have you seen or received any evidence that the party is in the process of
changing from a private limited company to a company limited by liability?
 
I would be grateful if you could get back to me on this today if possible. If not,
tomorrow morning would be fine.
 
Best wishes,
 
--

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 













Cc: Jackie Killeen  Hannah Brown
 Laura Douglas

Subject: RE: In the News - Friday 29 November 2024

 
Hi Vijay,
 
I’m going to defer to  and  expertise on the more technical points and
detail of what we might say, but yes we have advised them on the constitution. I
do think there is an imperative that they have a draft to us by 31 January as they
have a different version on their website to the version of the constitution we hold.
 
Will defer to Niki/Orla on how we would get the date out there.
 

From: Vijay Rangarajan  
Sent: 29 November 2024 11:29 AM
To:  Niki Nixon

 Orla Hennessy

Cc: Jackie Killeen Hannah Brown
Laura Douglas

Subject: Re: In the News - Friday 29 November 2024

 
Thanks! So if asked (and we may be) we can confirm that we are indeed in discussion with
them on changing the constitution?
 
May be helpful to get that deadline out in public. 
 
Copying Orla and Niki
 
 
Vijay
 
Vijay Rangarajan
Chief Executive
Electoral Commission 

From: 
Sent: Friday, November 29, 2024 11:24 am
To: Vijay Rangarajan 
Cc: Jackie Killeen Hannah Brown

 Laura Douglas



Subject: RE: In the News - Friday 29 November 2024
 
Hi Vijay,
 
I’ve copied in . has sat in on recent meetings with
Reform where we have discussed this and addressed this with them.
 
We have had several meetings with Reform, we are working with them to get an
updated constitution. We have advised that their structure/organisation is a matter
for them but their constitution and Financial scheme need to be reflective of their
actual practice/organisation.
 
The change to company structure is a matter they would need to discuss with
Companies house from a regulation perspective.
 
Their party renewal is due on 31 January, and they will need to submit their
constitution alongside it as the one we hold is different to the one on their website.
 

has advised as at this morning we don’t have an updated constitution.
 
We have given advice and are managing the risk as the deadline gets closer.
 

 
From: Vijay Rangarajan  
Sent: 29 November 2024 10:59 AM
To: 
Cc: Jackie Killeen  Hannah Brown

 Laura Douglas 
Subject: Fw: In the News - Friday 29 November 2024

 

 
Is what Tice says accurate? That discussion has actually happened?
 
 
Vijay
 
Vijay Rangarajan
Chief Executive
Electoral Commission 

From: 
Sent: Friday, November 29, 2024 10:10 am





electoralcommission.org.uk
 



















or any other party leader - in a no-confidence vote. A vote can be triggered if 50% of all
members write to the chairman requesting a motion of no confidence. Reform MPs can
also force a vote if 50 of them, or 50% of them, write to the chairman requesting one. But
this only applies if there are more than 100 Reform MPs in Parliament - a high bar.
 
Mr Farage said all changes subject to working with the electoral commission and that it
wouldn't be a problem. 
 
I wondered whether you might be able to send me comment by EOP today (Friday)
regarding whether this is possible to overhaul a party system and if so, whether there will
be any "problems"? 
 
Thanks so much and kind regards,

--

 

 













From: Niki Nixon
To: ; Jackie Killeen; Claire Robbie; 
Cc: Laura Douglas; Hannah Brown; Orla Hennessy
Subject: RE: Press query: Reform UK current constitution
Date: 17 January 2025 17:05:22

Thanks , that’s good to go
 
From:  
Sent: 17 January 2025 4:20 PM
To: Niki Nixon Jackie Killeen

Claire Robbie 

Cc: Laura Douglas  Hannah Brown
Orla Hennessy

Subject: RE: Press query: Reform UK current constitution

 
Thanks both.
 
With thanks to we’ve just added a line to the second answer the below
which hopefully helps to explain:
 
1.       As the party has a new legal entity, how does it work changing its
registration with the Electoral Commission (is it just a new registration) ?
 
The party’s registration status has not changed, but as mentioned a party must
submit any changes to its constitution by the deadline of its next annual renewal
confirmation. For Reform, this means the updated constitution must be submitted
by 31 January 2025.
 
2.       The current Constitution says that members of the party must be
shareholders. So claims from Reform that members are 170,000+ are not
true, the number of members is 3. Would there be action from the
commission based on a false claim ?
 
It is for a party to decide the processes and rules governing membership. The
Commission does not regulate what parties say. Our regulatory powers apply to
enforcing the political finance laws.
 
3.       Reform have published a revised Constitution at a recent conference
(September) and it was very much said that was the new Constitution.
People are paying a subscription (believing that it is membership) and that
they are joining a party with that new Constitution.
 
We are aware that Reform published a revised constitution and are in discussion
with the party about its submission. We have not yet received an updated copy.
 
4. When you say in discussion, but haven't received an updated
Constitution. Does that mean you have draft versions you are talking about,
or does in discussion really mean that the commission are asking Reform to





 
Morning
 
Thanks, these look good to me. The only very tiny tweak I would make is to
remove the ‘only’ from No 2 as technically (though not relevantly for this response
we do have some wider regulatory responsibilities eg digital imprints).
 
Best wishes
 
Jackie
 
From:  
Sent: 17 January 2025 10:44 AM
To: Niki Nixon ; Claire Robbie

 
Jackie Killeen 
Cc: Laura Douglas  Hannah Brown

Orla Hennessy

Subject: RE: Press query: Reform UK current constitution

 
Hi Niki, Jackie,
 
We have updated the answers on this to be more direct. Please do let me know
your thoughts on the below.
 
Thanks

 
//
 
1.       As the party has a new legal entity, how does it work changing its
registration with the Electoral Commission (is it just a new registration) ?
 
The party’s registration status has not changed, but as mentioned a party must
submit any changes to its constitution by the deadline of its next annual renewal
confirmation. For Reform, this means the updated constitution must be submitted
by 31 January 2025.
 
2.       The current Constitution says that members of the party must be
shareholders. So claims from Reform that members are 170,000+ are not
true, the number of members is 3. Would there be action from the
commission based on a false claim ?
 
The Commission does not regulate what parties say. Our regulatory powers only
apply to enforcing the political finance laws. [Is there anything we can say here
about the difference between shareholders and members?]
 
3.       Reform have published a revised Constitution at a recent conference
(September) and it was very much said that was the new Constitution.



















 

 

 
 

 

 

 



From: Laura Douglas
To:  Hannah Brown
Cc:
Subject: RE: Press query: 
Date: 24 January 2025 16:24:03

Hi,
 
Suggested a few tweaks and removal of final sentence in the second paragraph to
avoid the obvious follow up question of is something wrong with it?
 
Laura
 
Laura Douglas (she/her)
Head of Regulatory Support
 
The Electoral Commission

electoralcommission.org.uk
 
From:  
Sent: 24 January 2025 3:22 PM
To:  Hannah Brown

 Laura Douglas 
Cc: 
Subject: RE: Press query: The National

 
Hi ,
 
I’ve made some adjustments as we are actually now in receipt of Reform’s
updated constitution. Hannah is off at the moment so perhaps Laura can review
from a Head capacity.
 
 
 
By law, a registered party must submit any changes to its constitution to the
Commission by time of its next annual renewal deadline. As part of its work to
support its stakeholders, the Commission will provides advice and guidance to any
registered party updating its constitution, on how the processes outlined in a
constitution interact with a party’s legal obligations under electoral law.
 
We can confirm that Reform UK submitted and updated constitution to the
Commission in January 2024, alongside its renewal notification. We are currently
considering the updates submitted, to inform any advice and guidance we may
give to the party.
 
Any company structure changes, from a regulatory perspective, would be a matter
for Companies House and not the Electoral Commission. If a party’s company
arrangements are reflected in party documents such as a constitution and financial
scheme, we would expect these documents to be updated with the Commission to
reflect any changes.

















From: Party Reg
To:
Subject: RE: Reform UK research
Date: 07 January 2025 16:28:54

Hi 

I emailed earlier this afternoon linking you to an FOI request released in 2021 which contains the latest
registered constitution of Reform UK.

The party first registered as The Brexit Party in 2019, changing its name to Reform UK in 2021. An FOI
disclosing the original application form for The Brexit Party can be found here:
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/sites/default/files/2023-11/FOI%20155-23%20-
%20Response%20%28redacted%29.pdf

The original constitution and financial scheme of the Brexit Party can be found in the following FOI 027-19:
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/sites/default/files/2019-07/FOI%20027%2019%20Response.pdf

Before submitting further requests for documentation, please first check our FOI page to see if this has been
disclosed in the past: https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/freedom-information

Kind regards,

 
The Electoral Commission
electoralcommission.org.uk

-----Original Message-----
From: 
Sent: 07 January 2025 3:21 PM
To: Party Reg <Partyreg@electoralcommission.org.uk>
Subject: Reform UK research

Hello,

I am researching Reform UK and was hoping I could get a copy of their application to become a registered
political party and any information they gave about their governance structure if this is available to the public.

Thank you.



















 

 
 

 

 







Thanks for sending this over. I've had time to re-read the original query and think
they've misunderstood what's actually happened in practice. Namely, that

 resigned as company secretary according to companies house, and
party treasurer (according to us). 
 
Not to get into this is any press response, but we know the party have a separate
party secretary, who is still fulfilling this role.
 
I've tried to clarify the matter with some lines below. I'm not sure it's really worth
getting into their questions properly at this point, when the crux of why they think
the party has done something wrong is based on a misunderstanding.
 
Copying Laura in so that she's across press queries on this matter. Laura - to note
there's a 3pm deadline on this.
 
 

 was the registered treasurer of Reform UK, and was replaced by
Chalton Edwards on 17 February 2025. The party informed us of this change of
officer in line with their requirements under electoral law, and this change is now
reflected on their party register entry.
 
Party secretary is not a legal officer position to register under electoral law, and is
therefore not a role reflected on our register.
 
Any company structure changes, including changes to company secretaries, from
a regulatory perspective, would be a matter for Companies House and not the
Electoral Commission. Our regulatory powers apply to enforcing the political
finance laws.
 
 
 
 

 

 

The Electoral Commission

 

 
 



From: 
Sent: Thursday, February 20, 2025 12:33
To: 
Subject: FW: Request for comment: Reform UK Ltd corporate restructure
 

Hi ,

 

Thanks for sense checking this! I’ve added our previous lines below that we
mentioned, but please do let me know if anything needs amending.

 

I think I mentioned but they’ve given us a 3pm deadline.

 

Thanks!

 

//

 

The constitution you shared below is no longer the current constitution, the party
are no longer required to follow it. We can confirm that Reform UK submitted an
updated constitution to the Commission in January 2025, alongside its renewal
notification. We are currently considering the updates submitted.

 

Any company structure changes, from a regulatory perspective, would be a matter
for Companies House and not the Electoral Commission. Our regulatory powers
apply to enforcing the political finance laws.

 

If a party is in breach of its own constitution, unless its within our regulatory remit,
it is typically a party matter. For information, a new treasurer formally registered
this week [can we say who it is?]. A party has 14 days after a new treasurer is
appointed to notify the Commission, and we can confirm we have received this
notification. It may take time for our website to be updated, but I would suggest
contacting Companies House about their processes.

 



 

The Electoral Commission

 

From:   On Behalf Of press official
Sent: 20 February 2025 11:06 AM
To: Press <press@electoralcommission.org.uk>
Subject: Request for comment: Reform UK Ltd corporate restructure

 

Dear Press Team, 

I am getting in touch from  - we're a legal campaigning organisation. 

We're working with a newspaper on an article about Reform Party UK Ltd's recent
corporate restructure. 

As part of this, we note that Reform UK's secretary,  has resigned as party
secretary. However, according to Companies House records he has not been replaced.

Our understanding is that under its current constitution, as part of its board structure,
Reform UK must have a secretary who is a qualified solicitor/ barrister. 

For reference, please see p.19 of this FOI doc of the party constitution, which states:

"The Party Secretary must be a fully qualified Barrister or Solicitor with a current
practising certificate. Should the Party Secretary be suspended from practice or have their
practising certificate withdrawn for any reason, they shall immediately cease to be Party
Secretary and the Board must appoint a new Party Secretary."

https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/sites/default/files/2019-
07/FOI%20027%2019%20Response.pdf

In light of Reform UK's failure to register a new secretary, would it be possible to by 3pm
this afternoon to:

1) Get clarity/comment on whether it is the Electoral Commission's understanding
that the constitution that the Brexit Party agreed with the EC on registration (and
which Reform UK has since adopted) has now been violated?

2) And whether this could be a breach of electoral law?

My apologies for the short notice of this complex request.







 

 
 

Disclaimer

This e-mail and any attached files are intended for the named addressee only. It contains information,
which may be confidential and legally privileged and also protected by copyright. Unless you are the
named addressee (or authorised to receive for the addressee) you may not copy or use it, or disclose it
to anyone else. If you received it in error please notify the sender immediately and then delete it from
your system. 



From:
To:
Cc: ; Party Reg
Subject: Re: renewal of Party registration
Date: 20 January 2025 13:39:37

Dear 
Many thanks. I hope to see you before I leave.
Kindest regards

 

On Mon, 20 Jan 2025 at 13:36, >
wrote:

Hi ,

 

Thank you for the information, I have copied in the party registration team so
they are aware and can respond as necessary.

 

Kind regards,

 

 

 

 

The Electoral Commission

 

 

 



From: > 
Sent: 20 January 2025 10:29 AM
To: >; 

Subject: renewal of Party registration

 

Dear  and 

I want to complete the Party registration renewal as the new Constitution has been
completed now and I can upload it. 

 

However, I do not have the new company registration number and I intend to leave it
blank; and as soon as the new number is available I can add it to the new Constitution.

 

Kind regards

 

 

 

 

 

This email and any attachments to it may be confidential and are intended solely for the
use of the individual to whom it is addressed. Any views or opinions expressed are
solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of Reform UK. If you
are not the intended recipient of this email, you must neither take any action based upon
its contents nor copy or show it to anyone.

 

Please contact the sender if you believe you have received this email in error.

 



Reform UK Party Limited

124 City Road, London, EC1V 2NX

Company number 11694875  |  Registered in England and Wales

Promoted by Reform UK Party Limited

This email and any attachments to it may be confidential and are intended solely for the
use of the individual to whom it is addressed. Any views or opinions expressed are solely
those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of Reform UK. If you are not the
intended recipient of this email, you must neither take any action based upon its contents
nor copy or show it to anyone.

Please contact the sender if you believe you have received this email in error.

Reform UK Party Limited
124 City Road, London, EC1V 2NX
Company number 11694875  |  Registered in England and Wales

Promoted by Reform UK Party Limited





electoralcommission.org.uk
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From: Party Reg
Sent: 19 September 2024 10:26
To:
Cc:
Subject: Reform UK - Confirmation of changes to registered details CCM:0594404

Dear  
 
Thank you for clarifying the various matters enquired after. Please keep us informed as to when 
the nominating officer position is eventually changed, and whether the party intends to amend its 
constitution. Where a party does amend its constitution, it is a requirement for said constitution to 
be submitted alongside the party’s annual renewal for it to be considered compliant. 
 
Your application to change the registered details for your party which we received on 17/09/2024 
has now been processed. We have confirmed the following changes: 
 

 HQ address changed from  to City Place 
 
Please notify us immediately if the amended details do not appear as you had intended. 
 
You must notify us within 14 days of changes to the named leader, treasurer, nominating officer, 
and campaigns officer or additional officer (if applicable) for the party if caused by the death or 
termination of the appointment of that officer. For other changes, such as changes to officer home 
addresses or the party’s headquarters address, you must notify us within 28 days. Failing to 
update the party’s registered details where they are not correct by the relevant deadline is a 
contravention of PPERA which may result in a fine. You can read our Enforcement Policy here.  
 
Your party’s annual confirmation of registered details 
 
You are now able to update your party’s confirmation of registered details. You can find 
instructions on how to do so here.  
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
 

  
The Electoral Commission  
electoralcommission.org.uk 
 

From: @reformparty.uk>  
Sent: 17 September 2024 3:55 PM 
To: Party Reg <Partyreg@electoralcommission.org.uk> 
Cc: @electoralcommission.org.uk>; @reformparty.uk> 
Subject: sundry matters and RP3 
 
Dear sirs 
 
I refer to your email communication of 10/09/2024 and please note the following: 
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Company number 11694875  |  Registered in England and Wales 
 
Promoted by Reform UK Party Limited 





 





















If you have any questions, please do get in touch.
 
Many thanks
 

 
The Electoral Commission

electoralcommission.org.uk
 
 



Extracts of information being disclosed for FOI 056-25 

Description of information  Extract of Information  

04 November 2024 - Extract from 
internal document (minutes of meeting 
with Reform UK)   

•  explains that we have seen several 
imprint issues, and we are trying to figure out 
if the constitution and financial scheme are 
reflective of what is going on.  

•  confirms that the renewal deadline for 
Reform is 31st January and thus we need to 
be sure by then that the constitution is up to 
date. 

• confirms that Reform’s renewal deadline 
is 31st January, and it must be submitted with 
the constitution because it has changed. 

• explains that the process for renewal and 
the updated constitution are treated 
separately, so if there is an issue with the 
constitution this will not affect the status of the 
renewal. 

• notes that ,  
with expertise on electoral law, is involved in 
the redrafting of the constitution. 

• notes that  has been 
emailed about the constitution. 

• explains that the party’s renewal and 
constitution update is still outstanding. 

7th January 2025 – Extract from internal 
email summarising public queries  

Some reference to the potential delay to council 
elections and some Reform membership/constitution 
questions, but nothing jumping out at me as an issue 
for the webinars next week. 
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