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Dear 
 
Our Ref: FOI 055-25
 
Thank you for your email to the Electoral Commission dated 21 May 2025.  On 16
June we emailed you to extend your request.
 
The Commission aims to respond to requests for information promptly and has
done so within the extended time frame.
 
Your request is in bold below followed by our response.
Under the Freedom of Information act.  Please provide the following
records:  All correspondence by Nigel Farage, MP, and the Electoral
Commission between July 4, 2024 and May 21 2025.
 
Our response is as follows:
 
We hold the information you have requested.
 
Please find attached a copy of a letter from Vijay Rangarajan, the Commission’s
Chief Executive, to Nigel Farage.  Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act
provides for an exemption where the information requested constitutes personal
data, as defined by the Data Protection Act 2018 (DPA), and where release of the
information requested would breach one of the data protection principles. Some of
the information contained in the document falls within this description of personal
data because it relates directly to an identifiable living individual.  One redaction
has been made, we have redacted Vijays signature from the bottom of this
document.
 
However, in respect of other correspondence the Commission has determined that
the requested information is exempt from disclosure under section 31 of the
Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA). We have explained the exemption and
set out detail on our considerations below.
 
Exemption: section 31(1)(g) and section 31(2)(c)
 
The information that you have requested is exempt from disclosure under s.31(1)
(g) and section 31(2)(c) of FOIA. Section 31(1)(g) exempts information from
disclosure where that disclosure “would or would be likely to, prejudice…the
exercise by any public authority of its functions for any of the purposes specified in
subsection (2).”
 
In this case, the relevant purpose in subsection 31(2) is 31(2)(c) which is “the
purpose of ascertaining whether circumstances which would justify regulatory
action in pursuance of any enactment exist or may arise…”.
 



Public interest test
Section 31 is a qualified exemption which means that we must consider whether
the public interest in applying the exemption outweighs the public interest in
disclosure. There are a number of factors that are weighed in the balance to
consider whether the public interest in applying the exemption outweighs the
public interest in disclosure. The factors that we have considered are laid out
below.

Public interest in favour of disclosure
The Commission recognises that there is a general public interest in promoting
transparency and accountability for decisions made by a public body, and in
understanding the reasons for the decision taken.

There is also a public interest in the Commission carrying out inquiries as part of
its regulatory powers in an open and transparent way.
Making available the requested information would increase public trust in how the
Commission makes fully informed, reasoned decisions.

Public interest against disclosure

So that it can make regulatory decisions based on a firm factual basis, the
Commission needs to be able to carry out inquiries as part of its regulatory powers
and gather such evidence and facts on a confidential basis

To enable it to carry out effective inquiries, the Commission depends on being
able to secure the co-operation from third parties. That co-operation is essential to
the Commission’s ability to meet its statutory functions. Releasing the information
could prevent exchange of relevant information in the future and have the effect of
hindering future inquiries.

Third parties have a reasonable expectation that information provided in the
course of the Commissions inquiries would not be made available to the public at
large. If information provided during the Commissions inquiries was released, it
would make third parties reluctant to co-operate and may prejudice interactions
with them as well as others in the future.

We therefore judge the public interest in withholding the information to
outweigh the public interest in disclosing the information.

The Commission strives to be an open, transparent authority and I trust that this
information satisfies your request.  If you are not satisfied with this response,
please note that the Commission operates a review procedure, details of which
can be found on the Commission website at:
www.electoralcommission.org.uk/freedom-information/make-a-freedom-
information-request.

Please also note that if you have exhausted all internal Commission review
procedures and you are still not satisfied you have the right to appeal to the
Information Commissioner. Details of this procedure can be found on the ICO
website: https://ico.org.uk.

Yours sincerely
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Nigel Farage 

House of Commons 
London 

SW1A 0AA 

9 July 2024 

Dear Nigel Farage,  

Congratulations on your re-election as Member of Parliament. I am writing to set out how 

the Electoral Commission can support you in your new role. 

First, I wanted to reflect on the campaign. For the most part, it was a robust and vibrant 

campaign, but as you regrettably experienced, there were instances of unacceptable 

abuse and intimidation of candidates. I wanted to express how sorry I am that you had to 

deal with this. It has no place in our democracy. We worked with the Jo Cox Foundation 

and Police to put in place guidance and resources, as far as possible, but clearly more 

needs to be done.  

We are currently working to gather evidence on the experiences of candidates at this 

election, including on intimidation, so that we can make recommendations for 

improvements for future elections. Should you find it useful, I would welcome a meeting 

with you to discuss your experiences, the work of the Commission in this area, and what 

more can be done. 

If you would prefer, you can also share your experiences as a candidate through our 15 

minute survey.  

Our support for you 

As you may know, the Electoral Commission is the independent body which oversees 

elections and regulates political finance in the UK. We work to promote public confidence 

in the democratic process and ensure its integrity. We are accountable to the UK 

Parliament through the Speaker’s Committee on the Electoral Commission. 

There are a number of ways we will support you over the course of your time in 

Parliament.  

• Following electoral law – the first is to help you navigate the complexities of 

electoral law, including your political finance obligations. These are a crucial part of 

ensuring our electoral system remains transparent and maintains public 

confidence, and we provide support and guidance for you and your staff to make it 

as easy as possible to meet them.  

• Supporting parliamentary debate – we provide information on matters relating to 

elections. We will share briefings  with you and your team when these issues are 










