
From: fill 

To: 

Subject: FOi 117-24 - Response 

Date: 05 September 2024 15:49:44 

Dear 

Our Ref: FOl-117-24 

Thank you for your email to the Electoral Commission dated 08/08/2024. 

The Commission aims to respond to requests for information promptly and has 
done so within the statutory timeframe of twenty working days. 

Your request is shown in bold below followed by our response. 

You have asked for the following information: 
I wish to access all correspondence to & from Sinn Fein regarding their 

Annual Audited Accounts. The period in question is from 01-01-2019 to 31-

12-23.

Our response is as follows: 

We hold the information you have requested. 

The information we hold includes emails and letters exchanged between the 
Commission and Sinn Fein and Sinn Fein's statements of accounts submitted the 
period in question. Some of the information we hold is exempt from disclosure. 

Section 21 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA). 

Section 21 provides for an exemption where the information requested is 
reasonably accessible to the applicant by other means. The Party's statements of 
accounts are accessible to you via our website. You can access them on our 
political finance database. The full link is here: https://
search.electoralcommission.org.uk/Search/Accounts?
currentPage=1&rows=10&sort=PublishedDate&order=desc&open=filter&et=pp&et
=ppm&et=tp&et=perpar&et=rd&register=gb&register=ni&register=none&regStatus
=registered&rptBy=centralparty&rptBy=accountingunits&optCols=PublishedDate&
optCols=FinancialYearEnd&optCols=BandName&optCols=SoaType

Section 41(1) of the FOIA. 

Section 41 (1) of the FOIA states that information is exempt from disclosure if it 
was obtained by the public authority from any other person and the disclosure 
would constitute an actionable breach of confidence. To constitute an actionable 
breach of confidence, the following criteria applies: the information must not be 
publicly available elsewhere, an understanding of confidentiality must have been 
made and there must be a detriment to the confider if the information is released. 

The Commission considers some of the information you requested falls under this 
exemption. This is because the provider had a realistic expectation that the 



information would not be widely shared as it was provided in confidence. The 
information is not publicly available, and its release would be of detriment to the 
provider. 
 
 
Section 40(2) of FOIA. 
 
Section 40(2) provides exemption where the information requested constitutes 
personal data as defined by the Data Protection Act 2018 (DPA), and where 
release of the information requests would breach one of the data protection 
principles. Some of the information contained in the requested information falls 
within the description of personal data as defined by the DPA because the 
information relates directly to an identifiable living individual. This includes names 
and contact details of individuals in some instances. The individuals in some 
cases are junior staff members or party employees and they would not reasonably 
expect their information to be released. 
 
To access these documents, you will need to use our secure document-sharing
system, Objective Connect. You will receive an ‘Invitation to Objective Connect
Email Notification’ (sent to the inbox of ). This notification will
contain a link to enable you to start accessing your information. Please find below
details on how to access the specific area we have set up for your documents.
 

1. Click on the link in the email.
2. You will be prompted to set up your username and password. Your

username will be your email address, and your password can be whatever
you like.

3. With your username and password, enter both details at the login screen
and click ‘login’.

4. You will now see your personal page, which will show the Share ‘FOI 117-
24’.

5. By clicking on the name of the share, you will find your documents.
6. You may view any of these documents.
7. In addition, you may download a copy to your personal computer by

selecting the ‘download’ option and then ‘save’.
 
This service will be closed one month from our response date, this is 5 October
2024.
 
 
The Commission strives to be an open, transparent authority and I trust that this 
information satisfies your request.  If you are not satisfied with this response, 
please note that the Commission operates a review procedure, details of which 
can be found on the Commission website at: 
www.electoralcommission.org.uk/freedom-information/make-a-freedom-
information-request. 
 
Please also note that if you have exhausted all internal Commission review 



procedures and you are still not satisfied you have the right to appeal to the 
Information Commissioner. Details of this procedure can be found on the ICO 
website: https://ico.org.uk. 

Yours sincerely 

Information Team 
FOI@electoralcommission.org.uk 

The Electoral Commission 







 

 
 

Putting voters first      
An independent body established by Act of the UK Parliament 

 

The Electoral Commission 
3 Bunhill Row 
London EC1Y 8YZ 
 
Tel: 0333 103 1928 
Fax: 020 7271 0505 
info@electoralcommission.org.uk 
www.electoralcommission.org.uk   

 
Dear Accounting Unit Treasurer 
 
Why we are writing to you 
 
I am writing to remind you of the deadline to submit your accounting unit’s statement of 
accounts for the year ending 31 December 2019. All accounting units whose gross 
income or total expenditure was greater than £25,000 during the year are required to 
submit a statement of accounts.   
 
Nearly all accounting units that are required to submit their accounts do so on time. 
 
When do you need to submit your statement of accounts? 
 
If your accounting unit’s gross income or total expenditure for the year was between 
£25,000 and £250,000: 

• You must submit your statement of accounts by 30 April 2020 
 
If your accounting unit’s gross income or total expenditure was over £250,000: 

• You must submit your audited statement of accounts by 07 July 2020 
 
If your accounting unit’s gross income and total expenditure were each less than 
£25,000: 

• You do not need to submit accounts for 2019 
 
How do you submit a statement of accounts? 
 
You should submit your statement of accounts directly to us at the address below. 
 
We strongly encourage you to use the standard format for accounts set out in the 
Commission guidance.  You can use either cash or accruals accounting and, to help 
you, there are templates and a spreadsheet tool available on our website at the 
following link: 
 
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/party-or-campaigner/guidance-for-
political-parties/submitting-your-statements-of-accounts 
 
  



 

 
 

Putting voters first      
An independent body established by Act of the UK Parliament 

 

The Electoral Commission 
3 Bunhill Row 
London EC1Y 8YZ 
 
Tel: 0333 103 1928 
Fax: 020 7271 0505 
info@electoralcommission.org.uk 
www.electoralcommission.org.uk   

Your statement of accounts will be published on our website, so please do not include 
any bank account or personal contact details in your accounts that you do not wish to 
be published. 
 
What happens if you fail to submit on time? 
 
It is a legal requirement for you to submit your accounting unit’s statement of accounts 
on time and if you do not, you may be subject to sanctions including a penalty of at least 
£200. Please contact us as soon as possible if you think you may be in difficulties 
meeting the deadline. 
 
Advice and Help 
 
We have guidance to help you complete the statement of accounts at:  
 
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/party-or-campaigner/guidance-for-
political-parties/submitting-your-statements-of-accounts 
 
The guidance also contains an example of an accounting unit statement of accounts.  
 
If you require any help or have any queries regarding your accounting unit’s annual 
statement of accounts you can contact our advice phone line, 0333 103 1928, or email 
pef@electoralcommission.org.uk 
 
Yours sincerely 

The Electoral Commission 
electoralcommission.org.uk 
 
 









 

 
 

Putting voters first      
An independent body established by Act of the UK Parliament 

 

The Electoral Commission 
3 Bunhill Row 
London EC1Y 8YZ 
 
Tel: 0333 103 1928 
Fax: 020 7271 0505 
info@electoralcommission.org.uk 
www.electoralcommission.org.uk   

 
Dear Accounting Unit Treasurer 
 
Why we are writing to you 
 
I am writing to remind you of the deadline to submit your accounting unit’s statement of 
accounts for the year ending 31 December 2022. All accounting units whose gross 
income or total expenditure was greater than £25,000 during the year are required to 
submit a statement of accounts.   
 
Nearly all accounting units that are required to submit their accounts do so on time. 
 
When do you need to submit your statement of accounts? 
 
If your accounting unit’s gross income or total expenditure for the year was between 
£25,000 and £250,000: 

• You must submit your statement of accounts by 30 April 2023 
 
If your accounting unit’s gross income or total expenditure was over £250,000: 

• You must submit your audited statement of accounts by 07 July 2023 
 
If your accounting unit’s gross income and total expenditure were each less than 
£25,000: 

• You do not need to submit accounts for 2022 
 
How do you submit a statement of accounts? 
 
You should submit your statement of accounts directly to us at the address below. 
 
We strongly encourage you to use the standard format for accounts set out in the 
Commission guidance.  You can use either cash or accruals accounting and, to help 
you, there are templates and a spreadsheet tool available on our website at the 
following link: 
 
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/party-or-campaigner/guidance-for-
political-parties/submitting-your-statements-of-accounts 
 
  





  

Ground Floor 
4 Cromac Place 

The Gasworks 
Belfast BT7 2JB 

Tel: 0333 103 1928 
infonorthernireland@electoralcommission.org.uk 

electoralcommission.org.uk 

 

 

 

Dear Accounting Unit Treasurer 
 
Why we are writing to you 
 
I am writing to remind you of the deadline to submit your accounting unit’s statement of 
accounts for the year ending 31 December 2020. All accounting units whose gross 
income or total expenditure was greater than £25,000 during the year are required to 
submit a statement of accounts.   
 
Nearly all accounting units that are required to submit their accounts do so on time. 
 
When do you need to submit your statement of accounts? 

 
If your accounting unit’s gross income or total expenditure for the year was between 

£25,000 and £250,000: 

 You must submit your statement of accounts by 30 April 2021 
 
If your accounting unit’s gross income or total expenditure was over £250,000: 

 You must submit your audited statement of accounts by 07 July 2021 
 
If your accounting unit’s gross income and total expenditure were each less than £25,000: 

 You do not need to submit accounts for 2020 
 
How do you submit a statement of accounts? 

 
Due to Covid restrictions are offices are closed and staff are working remotely.  You 
should submit your statement of accounts by email to 
infonorthernireland@electoralcommission.org.uk . 
 
We strongly encourage you to use the standard format for accounts set out in the 
Commission guidance.  You can use either cash or accruals accounting and, to help you, 
there are templates and a spreadsheet tool available on our website at the following link: 
 
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/party-or-campaigner/guidance-for-political-
parties/submitting-your-statements-of-accounts 
 
  



Your statement of accounts will be published on our website, so please do not include any 
bank account or personal contact details in your accounts that you do not wish to be 
published. 
 
What happens if you fail to submit on time? 
 

It is a legal requirement for you to submit your accounting unit’s statement of accounts on 
time and if you do not, you may be subject to sanctions including a penalty of at least 
£200. Please contact us as soon as possible if you think you may be in difficulties meeting 
the deadline. 
 
Advice and Help 
 
We have guidance to help you complete the statement of accounts at:  
 
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/guidance/resources-for-those-we-
regulate/parties/statements-of-accounts  

 
The guidance also contains an example of an accounting unit statement of accounts.  
 
If you require any help or have any queries regarding your accounting unit’s annual 
statement of accounts you can contact our advice phone line, 0333 103 1928, or email 
pef@electoralcommission.org.uk.  
 
Yours sincerely 

@electoralcommission.org.uk 

 



  

Ground Floor 
4 Cromac Place 

The Gasworks 
Belfast BT7 2JB 

Tel: 0333 103 1928 
infonorthernireland@electoralcommission.org.uk 

electoralcommission.org.uk 

 

 
Mr Conor Murphy 
Registered Treasurer 
Sinn Féin 
51 Falls Road 
Belfast 
BT12 4PD 

17 August 2023 

 

Dear Mr Murphy, 

Statement of accounts for year ending 31 December 2022 

Following a review of the party’s accounts please provide clarification and/or confirmation 
on the following points. 

Income 

The accounts state donations of £471,486 and fundraising of £88,600.  In 2022, excluding 
donations from public funds, the party reported receiving £350,000 in donations under 
section 62 of the Political Parties Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (PPERA).  This is 
a difference of £210,086.  

1)  Please confirm if any of the additional donations or fundraising income listed in 
the accounts was required to be reported as donations under section 62 PPERA. 

Head office contribution is stated as £108,013. 

2)  Please clarify what head office income relates to and if any of this income was 
required to be reported as donations under section 62 PPERA. 

Sundry income is stated as £59,039.  Previously the party said this was income from 
Friends of Sinn Féin (USA). We reviewed the supplemental statements submitted to the 
US Department of Justice which covered the 2022 calendar year. We found only one 
reference to money being transferred to ‘Sinn Féin Head Office’, $54,645.70 
(approximately £43,465) on 30/04/2022. 

3)  Please explain the difference in the sundry income included in the accounts and 
the amount recorded in the supplemental statements as being transferred to Sinn 
Féin head office in the 2022 calendar year. 

4)  Please confirm if the procedure for accepting money from Friends of Sinn Féin 
remains unchanged from that dated 22 November 2010 (copy attached for 
reference). 



Expenditure  

The accounts state election expenses as £169,664 and contribution to candidates as 
£96,113 combining to a total of £265,777. 

The party reported party campaign spending of £178,199 and notional spending of 
£166,667 by the party’s candidates (which was for goods and services provided by the 
party) combining to a total of £344,866, in respect of the Northern Ireland Assembly 
election in 2022.  This is £79,089 higher than the election expenses and candidate 
contributions in the accounts.   

5)  Please explain the difference in the election expenses and candidate 
contributions recorded in the accounts and the higher candidate and party 
expenditure reported to the Electoral Commission and the Chief Electoral Officer 
following the Northern Ireland Assembly election in 2022.  

Please provide a response to this letter by 14 September 2023. 

If you have any questions about this letter please contact me or in my absence  
@electoralcommission.org.uk  

 

Yours sincerely, 





  

Ground Floor 
4 Cromac Place 

The Gasworks 
Belfast BT7 2JB 

Tel: 0333 103 1928 
infonorthernireland@electoralcommission.org.uk 

electoralcommission.org.uk 

 

 

Mr Conor Murphy 

Registered Treasurer 

Sinn Féin 

51 Falls Road 

Belfast 

BT12 4PD 

26 September 2021 

Dear Mr Murphy, 

Statement of accounts for the year ending 31 December 2020 

During a review of the party’s accounts we noted income; ‘Head of Office Contribution’ of 

£95,050.  We are aware that the party has reported this income in previous accounts.   

In November 2017, in relation to the party’s 2016 accounts, we asked you to provide more 

information on what this income related to and whether any of it was reportable under 

section 62 of the Political Parties Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (PPERA), as 

donations. 

You advised us that the income related to Head Office share of jointly organised events 

and said it was not reportable under Section 62 of PPERA. 

Given the increase in the amount of income from Head Office since 2016 please confirm if 

the explanation provided in 2017 remains valid and if any of the Head Office contributions 

would be considered donations under section 50 of PPERA and would be reportable to 

the Commission under section 62 PPERA. Please provide a response by 14 September 

2021. 

If you would like to discuss this letter please contact me.  

Yours sincerely, 

@electoralcommission.org.uk 
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From:
Sent: 02 April 2020 16:50
Subject: Accounting units - 2019 statement of accounts reminder 
Attachments: AU reminder letter 11-03-2020.docx.pdf

Dear Party Representative/ Party Treasurer, 
 
COVID - 19 update and submitting accounting unit accounts  
 
I wrote to you on 11 March 2020 and asked you to forward a reminder to your party’s accounting 
units about submitting their statement of accounts. The letter (copy attached) invited accounting 
units to submit accounts by post. I will be grateful if you can update your accounting units and ask 
them to submit their accounts by email  
as we cannot receive post or hand deliveries.  
 
I hope the text below is helpful to you.  
 
The Electoral Commission has asked us to forward this message to our accounting unit 
treasurers. 
 
“Because of Covid-19 restrictions our offices are now closed and we cannot receive post or 
hand deliveries. Please ensure any accounts are delivered by email 
infonorthernireland@electoralcommission.org.uk 
 
We recognise, given current circumstances, some accounting units may face difficulties submitting 
their accounts by the deadline. Please let us know closer to the deadline if this will be the case for 
your accounting unit. If that is the case please submit your accounts as soon as possible and 
explain why you missed the deadline. We will take a proportionate approach in line with our 
enforcement policy. If we know that COVID-19 is affecting you getting your accounts in, we can 
support you and take the circumstances into account. If we don’t know, all we will see is a missed 
deadline. 
 
If you have any queries about preparing or submitting their accounts, please email 

@electoralcommission.gov.uk 
or infonorthernireland@electoralcommission.org.uk or ring . 
 
Guidance on preparing statement of accounts is available on here.” 

 
Thank you for forwarding the message and I hope you, your family and colleagues keep well.  
 
Regards 
 

  
 
 

From:    
Sent: 11 March 2020 16:22 
Subject: Accounting units ‐ 2019 statement of accounts reminder  
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Dear Party Representative, 
 
Please find attached a letter reminding your accounting units of the requirement to submit 
statement of accounts to the Electoral Commission. 
 
I will be grateful if you issue this to your accounting units. 
 
Regards 
 

  

 
The Electoral Commission 
Ground Floor 
4 Cromac Place 
The Gasworks 
Belfast BT7 2JB 

 
Fax: 028 90314827 
www.electoralcommission.org.uk  
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From:
Sent: 11 March 2020 16:22
Subject:  Accounting units - 2019 statement of accounts reminder 
Attachments: AU reminder letter 11-03-2020.docx.pdf

Dear Party Representative, 
 
Please find attached a letter reminding your accounting units of the requirement to submit 
statement of accounts to the Electoral Commission. 
 
I will be grateful if you issue this to your accounting units. 
 
Regards 
 

  

 
The Electoral Commission 
Ground Floor 
4 Cromac Place 
The Gasworks 
Belfast BT7 2JB 

 
Fax: 028 90314827 
www.electoralcommission.org.uk  
 
 

 





  

Ground Floor 
4 Cromac Place 

The Gasworks 
Belfast BT7 2JB 

Tel: 0333 103 1928 
infonorthernireland@electoralcommission.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

11 March 2020  
 

 
Dear Accounting Unit Treasurer 
 
Why we are writing to you 

 

I am writing to remind you of the deadline to submit your accounting unit’s statement of 
accounts for the year ending 31 December 2019. All accounting units whose gross 
income or total expenditure was greater than £25,000 during the year are required to 

submit a statement of accounts.   
 

Nearly all accounting units that are required to submit their accounts do so on time. 
 
When do you need to submit your statement of accounts? 

 
If your accounting unit’s gross income or total expenditure for the year was between 

£25,000 and £250,000: 

 You must submit your statement of accounts by 30 April 2020 

 

If your accounting unit’s gross income or total expenditure was over £250,000: 

 You must submit your audited statement of accounts by 07 July 2020 

 
If your accounting unit’s gross income and total expenditure were each less than £25,000: 

 You do not need to submit accounts for 2019 

 
How do you submit a statement of accounts? 

 
You should submit your statement of accounts directly to us at the address below. 

 
We strongly encourage you to use the standard format for accounts set out in the 
Commission guidance.  You can use either cash or accruals accounting and, to help you, 

there are templates and a spreadsheet tool available on our website at the following link: 
 

http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/party-or-campaigner/guidance-for-political-
parties/submitting-your-statements-of-accounts 
 

  



 

 

Your statement of accounts will be published on our website, so please do not include any 
bank account or personal contact details in your accounts that you do not wish to be 
published. 

 
What happens if you fail to submit on time? 

 

It is a legal requirement for you to submit your accounting unit’s statement of accounts on 
time and if you do not, you may be subject to sanctions including a penalty of at least 

£200. Please contact us as soon as possible if you think you may be in difficulties meeting 
the deadline. 

 
Advice and Help 
 

We have guidance to help you complete the statement of accounts at:  
 

http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/party-or-campaigner/guidance-for-political-
parties/submitting-your-statements-of-accounts 
 

The guidance also contains an example of an accounting unit statement of accounts.  
 

If you require any help or have any queries regarding your accounting unit’s annual 
statement of accounts you can contact our advice phone line, 0333 103 1928, or email 
infonorthernireland@electoralcommission.org.uk 

 
Yours sincerely 

@electoralcommission.org.uk 
  

 





















Sent Date 30/06/2021 15:13

E-mail
From Cc

To Bcc

Subject Sinn Fein Accounts for Y.E. 31 December 2020

Hi 

Please find attached a scanned copy of the accounts as promised.

Stay safe

Regarding Sinn Féin (NI)

Owner

Keywords

Duration Priority Normal

Due

Category Sub-Category

PEF Directorate Categories

PEF Parent Category PEF Category

Attachments
E-Mail Attachments Activity Attachment Associated View

E-mail

Sinn Fein Accounts fo…

File Name File Size (Bytes)
Sinn Fein Accounts Y.e. 31 December 2020.pdf 4,227,633

1 - 1 of 1 (0 selected) Page 1

Status Reason Received

Page 1 of 1E-mail: Sinn Fein Accounts for Y.E. 31 December 2020

08/08/2024http://ecscrm11/CCM/_forms/print/custformprint.aspx?allsubgridspages=false&formid=3...



From:
To:
Subject: RE: Sinn Fein Accounts for Y.E. 31 December 2020
Date: 30 June 2021 16:10:12

Thanks  
 
Regards
 

 
From:  
Sent: 30 June 2021 15:13
To: @electoralcommission.org.uk>
Subject: Sinn Fein Accounts for Y.E. 31 December 2020
 
Hi 
 
Please find attached a scanned copy of the accounts as promised.
 
Stay safe
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From:
Sent: 29 June 2022 17:17
To:
Subject: RE: Sinn Fein Six Counties Report & Financial Statements for year ended 31 December 2021

Thanks . 
  

From:    
Sent: 29 June 2022 15:34 
To:   
Subject: Sinn Fein Six Counties Report & Financial Statements for year ended 31 December 2021 

 a chara 
Please find attached a scanned copy of our Accounts for 2021. 
Regards 

 





 
 
 
<2018 AU Reminder.pdf>
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From:
Sent: 08 June 2021 16:58
To:
Subject: Electoral Commission Reminder - 2020 Statement of Accounts- Northern Ireland Register of 

Political parties 
Attachments: SOA Factsheet July 2021.pdf

 

 
 
Dear Party Treasurer/Party Representative 

 
2020 Statement of Accounts due by 7 July 2021 – Northern Ireland register of political 
parties  
 
Parties with a financial year end date of 31 December, whose income and expenditure exceeds 
£250,000, must submit their audited 2020 statement of accounts to the Electoral Commission by 7 
July 2021. This date is set out in legislation and we cannot change it. 
 
Due to Covid-19 restrictions our offices remain closed and we may not receive post or hand 
deliveries. Please submit your accounts using our online facility or by email 
infonorthernireland@electoralcommission.org.uk 
 
Please read the attached factsheet, which contains all the information you need in order to submit 
your annual statement of accounts. Further guidance is available on the Electoral Commission 
website 
 
It is a legal requirement to submit accounts on time. If you submit your accounts late, you may be 
subject to sanctions including a penalty of at least £200. 
 
If you have any queries regarding your party’s 2020 annual statement of accounts please contact 
the Political Finance and Regulation advice line on 0333 103 1928 or email 
pef@electoralcommission.org.uk 
 
Annual Confirmation of registered details  

In order to remain registered, every year you must confirm that your party’s registered details are 
correct and pay a £25 fee.  

As party treasurer you are responsible for delivering a complete and compliant confirmation by the 
party’s deadline. The deadline is 6 months after the date you must submit your accounts to us. If 





  
________________________________________________________ 

Factsheet: Submitting your annual 
statement of accounts 
 

________________________________________________________ 
 

 

All registered political 
parties whose income and 
expenditure are below 
£250,000 must submit their 
statement of accounts to us 
within four months of their 
financial year-end.  

 

Parties with a financial 
year-end date of 31 
December must submit 
their statement of accounts 
no later than 30 April 
2022. 

 

This fact sheet explains 
how to create and submit 
your statement of accounts, 
where you can find useful 
information, and how to 
contact us if you need 
further advice. 

 

 

Creating your statement 
of accounts 

There are guidance documents and 
resources, to help you complete your 
statement of accounts. You may 
choose to use the templates 
available on our website. Please 
complete either a cash accounting or 
accruals accounting template. 

 

Your statement of accounts must 
include all income and expenditure 
for the accounting period, i.e. 01 Jan 
– 31 Dec. Your statement of 
accounts should include all basic 
administrative costs and any fees 
paid to the Commission, such as 
your annual renewal fee of £25, even 
if a party officer has paid these on 
behalf of the party.  

 
Submitting your 
statement of accounts 
The Commission’s interactive 
system, PEF Online, allows you to 
safely and securely submit your 
statement of accounts, without 
having to post a copy to us.  

 

 

 

http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/party-or-campaigner/guidance-for-political-parties/submitting-your-statements-of-accounts
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/party-or-campaigner/guidance-for-political-parties/submitting-your-statements-of-accounts
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/party-or-campaigner/guidance-for-political-parties/submitting-your-statements-of-accounts
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/word_doc/0004/133564/SoA-Template-2015.doc
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/word_doc/0010/133597/temp-soa-accruals-rp.doc
https://pefonline.electoralcommission.org.uk/Default.aspx


 

 

Any party officer or administrator can 
submit the statement of accounts, 
providing they have a PEF Online 
account. If you do not yet have an 
account, and would like one, please 
contact us now. 

 

If you do have an account, please 
refer to our user guide for creating 
and submitting statement of 
accounts using PEF Online. 

 

Please note that when using the 
online system, you must upload a 
Word, Excel or PDF document of 
your statement of accounts. This is 
the document required for the 
purposes of section 42 of the 
Political Parties, Elections and 
Referendums Act 2000 (PPERA) 
and must be approved by the 
management committee and/or the 
party leader. 

 

You can also submit your statement 
of accounts to us by emailing a 
completed accounts document to 
pef@electoralcommission.org.uk. 

 

Parties can also post accounts 
documents to: 

 
Financial Reporting Team 

The Electoral Commission 

3 Bunhill Row 

London 

EC1Y 8YZ 
 

 
 
 

What happens if I don’t 
submit a statement of 
accounts? 
It is a legal requirement to submit 
your statement of accounts on time. 
If you submit your statement of 
accounts late, you may be subject to 
sanctions including a penalty of at 
least £200.  

 

Where you can find 
more information 

We publish guidance on statement of 
accounts on our website. We also 
offer an advice service. If you have 
any questions about your statement 
of accounts you can contact us on 
one of the phone numbers or email 
addresses below:  

 England: 0333 103 1928 
pef@electoralcommission.org.uk 

 Scotland: 0333 103 1928 
infoscotland@electoralcommission
.org.uk  

 Wales: 0333 103 1929 
infowales@electoralcommission.or
g.uk  

gwybodaeth@comisiwnetholiadol.
org.uk 

 Northern Ireland: 0333 103 1928 
infonorthernireland@electoralcom
mission.org.uk 

 

https://pefonline.electoralcommission.org.uk/Default.aspx
mailto:pef@electoralcommission.org.uk
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________________________________________________________ 

Factsheet: Submitting your annual 
statement of accounts 
 

________________________________________________________ 
 

 

All registered political 
parties whose income or 
expenditure is over 
£250,000 must submit their 
statement of accounts to us 
within six months and 
seven days of their financial 
year-end along with an 
independent auditor’s 
report. 

 

Parties with a financial 
year-end date of 31 
December must submit 
their statement of accounts 
no later than 07 July 
2020. 

 

This fact sheet explains 
how to create and submit 
your statement of accounts, 
where you can find useful 
information, and how to 
contact us if you need 
further advice. 

 

 

Creating your statement 
of accounts 

There are guidance documents and 
resources, to help you complete your 
statement of accounts. You may 
choose to use the templates 
available on our website. Please 
complete either a cash accounting or 
accruals accounting template. 

 

Your statement of accounts must 
include all income and expenditure 
for the accounting period, i.e. 01 Jan 
– 31 Dec. Your statement of 
accounts should include all basic 
administrative costs and any fees 
paid to the Commission, such as 
your annual renewal fee of £25, even 
if a party officer has paid these on 
behalf of the party.  

 
Submitting your 
statement of accounts 
The Commission’s interactive 
system, PEF Online, allows you to 
safely and securely submit your 
statement of accounts and audit 
report, without having to post a copy 
to us.  

http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/party-or-campaigner/guidance-for-political-parties/submitting-your-statements-of-accounts
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http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/word_doc/0010/133597/temp-soa-accruals-rp.doc
https://pefonline.electoralcommission.org.uk/Default.aspx


 

 

 

 

 

The party treasurer can submit the 
statement of accounts, providing 
they have a PEF Online account. If 
you do not yet have an account, and 
would like one, please contact us 
now. 

 

If you do have an account, please 
refer to our user guide for creating 
and submitting statement of 
accounts using PEF Online. 

 

Please note that when using the 
online system, you must upload a 
Word, Excel or PDF document of 
your statement of accounts. This is 
the document required for the 
purposes of section 42 of the 
Political Parties, Elections and 
Referendums Act 2000 (PPERA) 
and must be approved by the 
management committee and/or the 
party leader. 

 

You can also submit your 
statement of accounts and 
independent audit report to us by 
emailing a completed accounts 
document to 
pef@electoralcommission.org.uk. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
What happens if I don’t 
submit a statement of 
accounts? 
It is a legal requirement to submit 
your statement of accounts on time. 
If you submit your statement of 
accounts late, you may be subject to 
sanctions including a penalty of at 
least £200.  

 

Where you can find 
more information 

We publish guidance on statement of 
accounts on our website. We also 
offer an advice service. If you have 
any questions about your statement 
of accounts you can contact us on 
one of the phone numbers or email 
addresses below:  

 England: 0333 103 1928 
pef@electoralcommission.org.uk 

 Scotland: 0333 103 1928 
infoscotland@electoralcommission
.org.uk  

 Wales: 0333 103 1929 
infowales@electoralcommission.or
g.uk  

gwybodaeth@comisiwnetholiadol.
org.uk 

 Northern Ireland: 0333 103 1928 
infonorthernireland@electoralcom
mission.org.uk 
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________________________________________________________ 

Factsheet: Submitting your annual 
statement of accounts
________________________________________________________ 

All registered political 
parties whose income or 
expenditure is over 
£250,000 must submit their 
statement of accounts to us 
within six months and 
seven days of their financial 
year-end along with an 
independent auditor’s 
report. 

Parties with a financial 
year-end date of 31 
December must submit 
their statement of accounts 
no later than 07 July 
2021. 

This fact sheet explains 
how to create and submit 
your statement of accounts, 
where you can find useful 
information, and how to 
contact us if you need 
further advice. 

Creating your statement 
of accounts 

There are guidance documents and 
resources, to help you complete your 
statement of accounts. You may 
choose to use the templates 
available on our website. Please 
complete either a cash accounting or 
accruals accounting template. 

Your statement of accounts must 
include all income and expenditure 
for the accounting period, i.e. 01 Jan 
– 31 Dec. Your statement of
accounts should include all basic
administrative costs and any fees
paid to the Commission, such as
your annual renewal fee of £25, even
if a party officer has paid these on
behalf of the party.

Submitting your 
statement of accounts 
The Commission’s interactive 
system, PEF Online, allows you to 
safely and securely submit your 
statement of accounts and audit 
report, without having to post a copy 
to us. 

http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/party-or-campaigner/guidance-for-political-parties/submitting-your-statements-of-accounts
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https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/sites/default/files/word_doc/SoA-Template-2018.doc
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/word_doc/0010/133597/temp-soa-accruals-rp.doc
https://pefonline.electoralcommission.org.uk/Default.aspx


The party treasurer can submit the 
statement of accounts, providing 
they have a PEF Online account. If 
you do not yet have an account, and 
would like one, please contact us 
now. 

If you do have an account, please 
refer to our user guide for creating 
and submitting statement of 
accounts using PEF Online. 

Please note that when using the 
online system, you must upload a 
Word, Excel or PDF document of 
your statement of accounts. This is 
the document required for the 
purposes of section 42 of the 
Political Parties, Elections and 
Referendums Act 2000 (PPERA) 
and must be approved by the 
management committee and/or the 
party leader. 

You can also submit your 
statement of accounts and 
independent audit report to us by 
emailing a completed accounts 
document to 
pef@electoralcommission.org.uk. 

What happens if I don’t 
submit a statement of 
accounts? 
It is a legal requirement to submit 
your statement of accounts on time. 
If you submit your statement of 
accounts late, you may be subject to 
sanctions including a penalty of at 
least £200.  

Where you can find 
more information
We publish guidance on statement of 
accounts on our website. We also 
offer an advice service. If you have 
any questions about your statement 
of accounts you can contact us on 
one of the phone numbers or email 
addresses below:  

 England: 0333 103 1928
pef@electoralcommission.org.uk

 Scotland: 0333 103 1928
infoscotland@electoralcommission
.org.uk

 Wales: 0333 103 1929
infowales@electoralcommission.or
g.uk

gwybodaeth@comisiwnetholiadol.
org.uk 

 Northern Ireland: 0333 103 1928
infonorthernireland@electoralcom
mission.org.uk
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________________________________________________________ 

Factsheet: Submitting your annual 
statement of accounts 
 

________________________________________________________ 
 

All registered political 
parties whose income and 
expenditure are below 
£250,000 must submit their 
statement of accounts to us 
within four months of their 
financial year-end.  
 
Parties with a financial 
year-end date of 31 
December must submit 
their statement of accounts 
no later than 30 April 
2020. 
 
This fact sheet explains 
how to create and submit 
your statement of accounts, 
where you can find useful 
information, and how to 
contact us if you need 
further advice. 
 
 

Creating your statement 
of accounts 
There are guidance documents and 
resources, to help you complete your 
statement of accounts. You may 
choose to use the templates 
available on our website. Please 
complete either a cash accounting or 
accruals accounting template. 
 
Your statement of accounts must 
include all income and expenditure 
for the accounting period, i.e. 01 Jan 
– 31 Dec. Your statement of 
accounts should include all basic 
administrative costs and any fees 
paid to the Commission, such as 
your annual renewal fee of £25, even 
if a party officer has paid these on 
behalf of the party.  
 
Submitting your 
statement of accounts 
The Commission’s interactive 
system, PEF Online, allows you to 
safely and securely submit your 
statement of accounts, without 
having to post a copy to us.  
 
 
 

http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/party-or-campaigner/guidance-for-political-parties/submitting-your-statements-of-accounts
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https://pefonline.electoralcommission.org.uk/Default.aspx


Any party officer or administrator can 
submit the statement of accounts, 
providing they have a PEF Online 
account. If you do not yet have an 
account, and would like one, please 
contact us now. 
 
If you do have an account, please 
refer to our user guide for creating 
and submitting statement of 
accounts using PEF Online. 
 
Please note that when using the 
online system, you must upload a 
Word, Excel or PDF document of 
your statement of accounts. This is 
the document required for the 
purposes of section 42 of the 
Political Parties, Elections and 
Referendums Act 2000 (PPERA) 
and must be approved by the 
management committee and/or the 
party leader. 
 
You can also submit your statement 
of accounts to us by emailing a 
completed accounts document to 
pef@electoralcommission.org.uk. 
 
Parties can also post accounts 
documents to: 
 
Financial Reporting Team 
The Electoral Commission 
3 Bunhill Row 
London 
EC1Y 8YZ 
 
 
 
 

What happens if I don’t 
submit a statement of 
accounts? 
It is a legal requirement to submit 
your statement of accounts on time. 
If you submit your statement of 
accounts late, you may be subject to 
sanctions including a penalty of at 
least £200.  

 
Where you can find 
more information 

We publish guidance on statement of 
accounts on our website. We also 
offer an advice service. If you have 
any questions about your statement 
of accounts you can contact us on 
one of the phone numbers or email 
addresses below:  

• England: 0333 103 1928 
pef@electoralcommission.org.uk 

• Scotland: 0333 103 1928 
infoscotland@electoralcommission
.org.uk  

• Wales: 0333 103 1929 
infowales@electoralcommission.or
g.uk  

gwybodaeth@comisiwnetholiadol.
org.uk 

• Northern Ireland: 0333 103 1928 
infonorthernireland@electoralcom
mission.org.uk 
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1

From:
Sent: 15 March 2022 13:31
To:
Subject: FW: SOA reminders
Attachments: SOA Fact Sheet.pdf

 

 
 
Dear Party Treasurer,  

 
2021 Statement of Accounts due by 30 April 2022 
 
Parties with a financial year end date of 31 December, whose gross income and total expenditure 
are both below £250,000, must submit their 2021 statement of accounts to the Electoral 
Commission by 30 April 2022.  
 
If your party’s gross income or total expenditure was over £250,000. You must submit your 
audited statement of accounts by 07 July 2022. 
 
Please read the attached factsheet, which contains all the information you need in order to submit 
your annual statement of accounts. Further guidance is available on the Electoral Commission 
website. 
 
It is a legal requirement to submit accounts on time. If you submit your accounts late, you may be 
subject to sanctions including a penalty of at least £200. 
 
If you have any queries regarding your party’s 2021 annual statement of accounts please contact 
the Political Finance, and Regulation advice line on 0333 103 1928 or email 
pef@electoralcommission.org.uk. 
 
Annual Confirmation of registered details  

In order to remain registered, every year you must confirm that your party’s registered details are 
correct and pay a £25 fee.  

As party treasurer, it is your responsibility to complete your party’s renewal by the deadline. The 
deadline is 6 months after the date you must submit your accounts to us. 
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