
 

 
 
From: FOI  
Sent: 14 March 2017 12:19 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: FOI 16/17 - Correspondence with TUSC 
 

Dear   
 
Our Ref: FOI 16/17 
 
Thank you for your email to the Electoral Commission dated 13 March 2017.  
 
The Commission aims to respond to requests for information promptly and has done so 
within the statutory timeframe of twenty working days. 
 
Your request is in bold below followed by our response.  
 
You have requested: 
 
A copy of the letter that was sent to the TUSC from the Electoral Commission in 
September 2016 about the mayoral elections in Liverpool and Bristol.    
 
Our response is as follows: 
 
We hold the information you have requested, and have enclosed a copy of the 
correspondence.  
 
Please note, some of the information contained in these documents contains personal 
data, such as signatures and the direct contact information of junior staff, which is exempt 
under Section 40 of the FOI Act. As a result the document attached has been redacted 
prior to release. Further information regarding this exemption is provided below. 
 
Section 40(2) and (3)(a)(i) of the FOI Act 
Section 40(2) provides for an exemption where the information requested constitutes 
personal data as defined by the Data Protection Act 2000 (DPA), and where release of the 
information requested would breach one of the data protection principles. Some of the 
information contained in the requested information falls within the description of personal 
data as defined by section 1 of the DPA because the information relates directly to an 
identifiable living individual. Release of this information would breach the first data 
protection principle, which states the information must be processed fairly and lawfully. 
The individuals in this case are junior staff members and they would not reasonably 
expect their information to be released. 
 
I trust that this information satisfies your request. 
 
If you are not satisfied with this response, please note that the Commission operates a 
review procedure, details of which can be found on the Commission website at: 
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/freedom-of-information-requests/how-do-
I-make-an-foi-request 
 
Please also note that if you have exhausted all internal Commission review procedures 
and you are still not satisfied you have the right to appeal to the Information 
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26 September 2016 

 
Dear Mr Heemskerk  
 
Content of election addresses for mayoral candidates 
 
Thank you for your letter to Claire Bassett dated 14 July 2016 concerning the content of 
election addresses for mayoral candidates. Ms Bassett has asked me to respond on her 
behalf. Please accept my sincere apologies for the delay in responding to your initial 
letter and your further email of 12 September 2016. 
 
In your letter you refer to Schedule 4 to the Local Authorities (Mayoral Elections) 
(England and Wales) Regulations 2007 (the Regulations). Paragraph 3 states that an 
election address can only contain matter relating to the election. It further clarifies at 
sub-paragraph (2)(c) of that paragraph that the address must not contain “any material 
referring to any other candidate”. The Commission’s guidance for candidates and 
agents campaigning at a mayoral election in England deals with the content of election 
addresses at paragraphs 1.31–1.36, and I have enclosed the relevant extract with this 
letter. 
 
I note your correspondence with Ged Fitzgerald, the Returning Officer at Liverpool City 
Council and Caroline Elwood, Interim Servicer Manager (on behalf of the Returning 
Officer, Nicola Yates) at Bristol City Council concerning their decisions regarding certain 
passages of election addresses submitted by TUSC candidates. 
 
As paragraph 5(2) makes clear, the Returning Officer “shall decline to include the 
address in the election booklet” if she or he consider that the address contains any 
material referring to any other candidate. In both cases, the respective Returning 





 

 
 
 

An independent body established by Act of the UK Parliament 

 

Extract from Mayoral elections in England Guidance for candidates and agents Part 4 of 6 – The campaign 
 

Content of the election address  
1.31 An election address can only contain matter relating to the election.  

1.32 It must contain:  

 a statement that states it has been prepared by your election agent  
 the name and address of your election agent  
 your name and address 

 
1.33 It must not:  

 contain any advertising material (other than material promoting the candidate as a 
candidate at the election)  

 contain any other material appearing to be included with a view to commercial gain  
 include any material referring to any other candidate  
 be more than two sides of A5 paper. Where an address takes up two sides of A5 

paper, you must supply a second version printed on one side of A5 paper. The 
Returning Officer will use this single-side version if more than 15 candidates 
supply an election address.  

 
1.34 It may contain:  

 a photograph – provided you have submitted two photographs to the Returning 
Officer, one of which you must have signed on the back  

 a party emblem and description – provided you have a certificate of authorisation 
issued by or on behalf of the Nominating Officer of the party.  

 
For more information on the certificate of authorisation, see Part 2b: Standing as a party 
candidate.  
 
1.35 In all cases, your election address must comply with the Returning Officer’s 
requirements – including layout, margins and use of colour – so that it can be 
reproduced in the booklet.  

1.36 The Returning Officer will give your election agent the opportunity to check and 
correct (if necessary) the content of your election address. However, if the agent does 
not use this opportunity, the Returning Officer may make any corrections they think 
appropriate, and may proceed with the printing and distribution of the election booklet 
without referring to you or your agent.  




