
 

 
 
From: FOI  
Sent: 27 April 2017 16:21 
To: 
Subject: FOI 29/17 Tower Hamlets First Response  
 

Dear ,  
 

Our Ref: FOI 29/17 
 
Thank you for your email to the Electoral Commission dated 30 March 2017. 
 
The Commission aims to respond to requests for information promptly and has done so 
within the statutory timeframe of twenty working days. 
 
Your request is in bold below followed by our response.  
 
You have requested: 
 
1. Has the Electoral Commission received any complaints about this political party 
[Tower Hamlets First]?  If so, what are the details? 
 
2. Was it deregistered? If so, by what process?  Was that a decision by the Electoral 
Commission or by some other if means, if so, what were the means? 
 
3.  What was the stated expenditure of Tower Hamlets First in each year for which 
details are available? 
 
4. Did the Electoral Commission investigate Tower Hamlets First's finances and 
what would it take to carry out such an investigation?  
 
5. If there was no investigation, why not?  
 
5a. Does the Commission have a duty to show due dillegence with regards to 
carrying out investigations when there is reason to believe that false accounts have 
been presented by a party like Tower Hamlets First particularly given the damning 
judgement of the Election Court?  
 
6. Does the Commission have the power to investigate a deregistered political party 
if new allegations are brought to its attention?  If so, under what provisions of 
which Act? 
 
7. Does the Commission have the power to initiate criminal or civil prosecutions for 
fraud or deception, including but not exclusively election fraud, or other criminal or 
civil offences?  
 
8. If not, does it want such powers and duties? 
 
Our response is as follows: 
 
We hold some of the information you have requested.  
 
1. Has the Electoral Commission received any complaints about this political party 
[Tower Hamlets First]?  If so, what are the details? 



 

 
The Commission is of course aware of general concerns expressed by various people and 
organisations regarding Tower Hamlets First. The Commission has not however received 
any specific complaints indicating evidence of a failure to comply with the Political Parties, 
Elections and Referendums Act 2000. Please also see response to question 2 below. 
 
2. Was it deregistered? If so, by what process?  Was that a decision by the Electoral 
Commission or by some other if means, if so, what were the means? 
 
Tower Hamlets First was removed from the register of political parties by the Electoral 
Commission on 29 April 2015.   
 
Following the Court’s judgment in the Tower Hamlets election petition on 23 April, the 
Commission concluded that Tower Hamlets First could no longer remain registered as a 
political party.  That is because the Court’s consideration of the case made clear that the 
financial scheme the party was required to submit to the Commission when registering as 
a political party had not subsequently been implemented. The Court's conclusions meant 
that the party’s registration was no longer valid. 
 
3.  What was the stated expenditure of Tower Hamlets First in each year for which 
details are available? 
 
You can view the accounts for any registered political party (where accounts have been 
delivered) on our website. You can access a specific search result for Tower Hamlets First 
via the link below.  
 
http://search.electoralcommission.org.uk/Search/Accounts?currentPage=1&rows=10&que
ry=tower%20hamlets%20first&sort=PublishedDate&order=desc&open=filter&et=pp&et=pp
m&et=tp&et=perpar&et=rd&register=gb&register=ni&register=none&regStatus=registered
&regStatus=deregistered&rptBy=centralparty&rptBy=accountingunits&optCols=Published
Date&optCols=FinancialYearEnd&optCols=BandName&optCols=SoaType 
 
As you can see, Tower Hamlets First delivered accounts for the years 2013 and 2014, 
with income and expenditure reported of approximately £33,000 in 2013 and 
approximately £80,000 in 2014. 
 
4. Did the Electoral Commission investigate Tower Hamlets First's finances and 
what would it take to carry out such an investigation? 
 
The Commission did not investigate Tower Hamlets First. The Commission may 
investigate potential offences or contraventions under the Political Parties, Elections and 
Referendums Act 2000. The decision whether to do so is taken in accordance with our 
Enforcement Policy, which is published on our website. 
 
5. If there was no investigation, why not? 
 
The Commission did not have cause to investigate.  
 
5a. Does the Commission have a duty to show due dillegence with regards to 
carrying out investigations when there is reason to believe that false accounts have 
been presented by a party like Tower Hamlets First particularly given the damning 
judgement of the Election Court?  
 
The Commission’s investigative powers are governed by Schedule 19B of the PPERA. 
Schedule 19B makes various provisions as to the conduct of investigations.  



 

 
6. Does the Commission have the power to investigate a deregistered political party 
if new allegations are brought to its attention?  If so, under what provisions of 
which Act? 
 
The Commission’s powers of investigation under Schedule 19B of the PPERA apply 
widely, in that information can be required from any individual or organisation. However, 
where a party has de-registered and is no longer a legal entity, the Commission’s ability to 
take action against the de-registered organisation (as opposed to former officers thereof) 
is likely to be limited. 
 
7. Does the Commission have the power to initiate criminal or civil prosecutions for 
fraud or deception, including but not exclusively election fraud, or other criminal or 
civil offences? 
 
The Commission has powers to impose civil sanctions on offences and contraventions of 
PPERA as set out in Schedule 19C of PPERA. In line with its Enforcement Policy, the 
Commission refers matters for criminal investigation to the police.  
 
The Commission does not have the power to initiate criminal prosecutions or impose civil 
sanctions in respect of the Fraud Act 2000, or any legislation other than PPERA. 
 
8. If not, does it want such powers and duties? 
 
The Commission has commented on the extent of our powers and duties in some of our 
policy and election reports. 

In 2013 we published the report and recommendations from our review of the UK’s 
political finance regulatory framework, which is available on our website at 
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/ data/assets/pdf file/0008/157499/PEF-
Regulatory-Review-2013.pdf. As part of that review we highlighted that we currently have 
a statutory remit to monitor and secure compliance with the political finance rules for 
candidates, but we do not have the tools to do this effectively. We concluded (see pages 
79-80) that extending our investigative and sanctioning powers at major elections for 
offences relating to candidate spending and donations would help ensure compliance with 
the rules at national elections and strengthen voters’ trust in the regulatory system. 
 
We reiterated that recommendation in our more recent report on campaign spending at 
the 2015 UK Parliamentary General Election. In that report, we also commented on our 
current civil sanctioning powers for offences under PPERA. We highlighted that we think 
there is a case for reviewing and increasing the present cap of £20,000 on our power to 
issue sanctions. It is important to keep the cap under review, particularly in light of 
experience from the initial 5 years of the civil sanctions regime and comparisons with 
other regulatory and sanctioning systems. As the cap is set in legislation, any increase 
would need to be implemented by Government and/or Parliament. 
 
Further information is available in the UK Parliamentary General Election 2015: Campaign 
spending report, (published February 2016) at 
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/ data/assets/pdf file/0006/197907/UKPGE-
Spending-Report-2015.pdf (pages 53 and 58) 
 
 
I trust that this information satisfies your request.  



 

If you are not satisfied with this response, please note that the Commission operates a 
review procedure, details of which can be found on the Commission website at: 
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/freedom-of-information-requests/how-do-
I-make-an-foi-request 

 
Please also note that if you have exhausted all internal Commission review procedures 
and you are still not satisfied you have the right to appeal to the Information 
Commissioner. Details of this procedure can be found on the ICO website: 
http://www.ico.gov.uk 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

  
 

 
Senior Information and Knowledge Adviser 
The Electoral Commission 
3 Bunhill Row 
London EC1Y 8YZ  
FOI@electoralcommission.org.uk 
electoralcommission.org.uk 
yourvotematters.co.uk 
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