


 

relates to the secrecy of the ballot. We noted that voters were apparently being asked to 
provide a picture of their ballot paper, presumably along with a name and address to 
which the Banksy print could be sent. We noted that this could effectively disclose the 
voter registration numbers of significant numbers of voters. We pointed out that as with 
the above mentioned offences, this offence could apply to the person who disclosed their 
vote, and therefore any person seeking to participate in the 'offer' might be exposing 
themselves to the risk of committing this offence too.  
 
We stated that regardless of the potential offences, it was not helpful to efforts to combat 
electoral fraud to generally encourage voters to disclose information about their vote, and 
particularly their registration. 
 
We pointed out that offences under the Representation of the People Act 1983 were 
police matters, and it would be a decision for the police whether to investigate further, but 
offered, our strong advice to withdraw the 'offer' immediately. 
 
The Commission did not receive any response to that advice, other than from the publicist 
to confirm that it had been passed on, but Banksy's website was updated overnight and 
the offer was withdrawn. 
 
 
Reasons for not disclosing the information requested 
 
The Commission considers that the information you have requested is exempt under s.31 
(1)(a), prejudice to the prevention or detection or crime, and s.31(1)(b), prejudice to the 
apprehension or prosecution of offenders.  
 
Application of the section 31 exemption is subject to the public interest test. There are a 
number of factors that must be considered and weighed in the balance, which we have 
considered below. 
 
The public interest lies in enabling the Commission to cooperate with the police by 
passing on to the police any information relating to potential offences under the RPA. 
Disclosure of information relating to this exchange of information may inhibit the free 
exchange of such information in the future, and also may relate to police strategies and 
tactics in seeking to prevent crime, or to planned police operations, or may facilitate the 
commission of future offences, or may prejudice the fair trial of any person against whom 
proceedings may be instituted. Accordingly, we consider that disclosure would be likely to 
prejudice the prevention or detection of crime, and the apprehension or prosecution of 
offenders. 
 
We acknowledge that there is a legitimate public interest in carrying out our functions in 
an open and transparent way, and in promoting public understanding of the decisions we 
make. These are matters we acknowledge and take into account, including when deciding 
whether to disclose information, whilst ensuring proper regulation of political finance. For 
those reasons we have provided the summary included in this response. 
 
Having carefully weighed the public interest relating to possible disclosure of the 
information requested under Sections 31(1)(a) and 31(1)(b), we are satisfied that it is not 
appropriate at this time to disclose the information which the Commission holds. The 
Commission is satisfied that maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in 
disclosure. 
 






