
Guidance 
document title Date of change Description of change 

Charities and 
campaigning 29 August 2014 On page 18 under the heading ‘Election material’ the third bullet point has been changed to 

insert the words ‘as intended to influence’ after the word ‘activity’ 

Overview of 
regulated non-party 
campaigning 

29 August 2014 A sentence has been added on page 6 to make clear that the relevant factors affecting the 
purpose test should be considered as a whole and not individually 

Overview of 
regulated non-party 
campaigning  

29 August 2014 On page 6 under the heading ‘Applying the purpose test’ the third bullet point has been 
changed to insert the words ‘as intended to influence’ after the word ‘activity’ 

Overview of 
regulated non-party 
campaigning  

29 August 2014 
On Page 14 under the heading ‘What rallies and events are not regulated?’ the fourth bullet point  
has been changed to read ‘hustings that would not reasonably be regarded as intended to  
promote or oppose particular parties or categories of candidate’ 

Overview of 
regulated non-party 
campaigning  

29 August 2014 On page 16 under the heading ‘campaigning on policies or issues’ the second paragraph has 
been changed to insert the words ‘as intended to influence’ after the words ‘issue as’ 

Overview of 
regulated non-party 
campaigning  

29 August 2014 
On page 17 under the heading ‘Campaigning for or against government legislation’ the third 
paragraph has been changed to insert the words ‘as intended to influence’ after the word 
‘regarded’ 
 

Registering as a 
non-party 
campaigner 

29 August 2014 Removed first sentence on page 10 that referred to the registration process being 
straightforward and not taking long 

UK Parliamentary 
general election 
2015: Hustings 

29 August 2014 Impartial reasons made more prominent - moved from callout box to main text 
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Overview of 
regulated non-party 
campaigning 

22 October 2014 On page 5, ‘if it can also reasonably be regarded as intended to influence how people vote' 
added to the end of the last paragraph  

Donations to non-
party campaigners 22 October 2014 

On page 5, the last sentence which read ‘However, if a non-party campaigner pays for 
regulated spending using its general funds, it will need to report this as a donation in the 
spending return after the election’ has been deleted 

Charities and 
campaigning 22 October 2014 

On page 10, in the example in paragraph 4, the words ‘so closely and publicly associated with 
a party or parties or with a category of candidates that it is reasonable to regard your activity as 
intended to influence voters to vote for or against political parties or candidates’ have been 
added 

Charities and 
campaigning 22 October 2014 

On page 18, the last sentence of the second paragraph which read ‘However if you pay for 
regulated spending using general funds, you will need to report this in the Electoral 
Commission spending return after the election’ has been deleted 

Donations to non-
party campaigners 22 October 2014 On page 5, paragraph 3 changed from ‘should keep records’ to ‘must keep records’ 

Donations to non-
party campaigners 22 October 2014 On page 12, the heading changed from ‘What should you record’ to ‘What must you record’ 

Donations to non-
party campaigners 22 October 2014 

On page 12, the first line below the heading 'Donations you have accepted’ changed from 
‘should record’ to ‘must record’. In paragraphs 2 and 3 on that page, ‘should record’ changed to 
‘must record’ three times 

Donations to non-
party campaigners 22 October 2014 On page 13, the first sentence on the heading changed from ‘should record’ to ‘must record’ 
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Permissibility for 
non-party 
campaigners 

22 October 2014 In list of contents on the title page, the third line changed from ‘What you should record’ to 
‘What you must record’ 

Permissibility for 
non-party 
campaigners 

22 October 2014 On page 1, under the heading ‘This covers’, ‘what you should record’ changed to ‘what you 
must record’ 

Permissibility for 
non-party 
campaigners 

22 October 2014 On page 2, paragraph 3 changed from ‘information you should record’ to ‘information you must 
record’   

Permissibility for 
non-party 
campaigners 

21 October 2014 On page 8, the heading and the next line in the section changed from ‘should record’ to ‘must 
record’  

Permissibility for 
non-party 
campaigners 

22 October 2014 On page 10,  the heading and the next line in the section changed from ‘should record’ to ‘must 
record’ 

Permissibility for 
non-party 
campaigners 

22 October 2014 On page 11,  the heading and the next line in the section changed from ‘should record’ to ‘must 
record’ 

Permissibility for 
non-party 
campaigners 

22 October 2014 On page 12, the heading at the bottom of the page and the next line in that section changed 
from ‘should record’ to ‘must record’ 

Permissibility for 
non-party 
campaigners 

22 October 2014 On page 13, the heading at the bottom of the page and the next line in that section changed 
from ‘should record’ to ‘must record’ 
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Joint campaigning 
for non-party 
campaigners 

22 October 2014 

On page 11 the first sentence has been changed to ‘If non-party campaigners work together as 
part of a joint campaign without a lead campaigner, those non-party campaigners must record 
the combined regulated campaign spending as it will count towards the spending limits for each 
non-party campaigner involved’ 

Joint campaigning 
for non-party 
campaigners 

22 October 2014 On page 11, paragraph 5, ‘report’ has been changed to ‘record’ 

Joint campaigning 
for non-party 
campaigners 

22 October 2014 On page 20, ‘further’ has been deleted from the example 

Managing non-party 
campaign spending 22 October 2014 

On page 16, paragraph 5, ‘you must report your spending and the total amount that was spent 
on the joint campaign’ has been changed to ‘you must report your spending and you should 
report the total amount that was spent on the joint campaign’ 

Spending calculator 22 October 2014 

The unregistered campaigner worksheet has been amended such that unregistered non-party 
campaigners can no longer enter UK-wide spending in the spending calculator. This is because 
the attribution rules (outlined in Schedule 10 of the Political Parties, Elections and 
Referendums Act 2000) do not apply to unregistered non-party campaigners. Unregistered 
non-party campaigners will now need to decide how to attribute any spending across two or 
more parts to those particular parts. When making this decision, unregistered non-party 
campaigners should make an honest and reasonable assessment. 

Spending calculator 
explanatory notes 22 October 2014 

Pages 3 to 5 have been amended to remove UK-wide spending for unregistered campaigners 
and accordingly renumber the different types of spending for both unregistered and registered 
non-party campaigners.  

Charities and 
campaigning 4 December 2014 On page 7 a sentence has been added at the end of the penultimate paragraph which says: 

‘A charity must also comply with any other laws that apply to it.’ 
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Charities and 
campaigning 4 December 2014 

On page 12, under the section ‘When will a charity need to register with the Electoral 
Commission?’, the final sentence has been changed from ‘They expect charities to meet their 
obligations under electoral law’ to ‘Charities must meet their obligations under both election law 
and charity law’. 
 
A new paragraph has also been added: ‘It is important that if their charity is engaging in 
campaigning in the run up to an election the trustees consider this guidance and the guidance 
from the charity regulators, make an informed decision about the need to register with the 
Electoral Commission, and keep a record of their decision. The charity regulators have 
guidance which sets out key questions for charity trustees which are a helpful starting point to 
make sure they comply with existing requirements before deciding whether to register with the 
Electoral Commission.’ 

Charities and 
campaigning 4 December 2014 On page 1, the links to the websites of the UK charity regulators have been updated 

 


