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Issue 185 (England) – 17 May 2017 
 

 

Removal of The Maldives as a Commonwealth country from 
Schedule 3 of the British Nationality Act 1981 
 
An amendment has been made to Schedule 3 of the British 
Nationality Act 1981 to remove The Maldives from the list of 
Commonwealth countries. 
 
This means that Maldivian nationals resident in the UK are no 
longer qualifying Commonwealth citizens with rights to register and 
vote at UK elections. 
 
You will therefore need to ensure that any new applications you 
have received from Maldivian nationals do not lead to them being 
added to the register. 
 
You should also take steps to enable you to remove Maldivian 
nationals who are already registered and who do not hold any other 
nationality that would qualify them to remain registered. It will be 
important to remove any ineligible electors before the UK 
Parliamentary general election on 8 June. 
 
We have alerted the software suppliers to the removal of The 
Maldives from the British Nationality Act. 
 
Review of entitlement to remain registered 
 
Where any Maldivian electors are identified and they do not also 
have a nationality that would otherwise entitle them to remain 
registered, you will need to send them a notice stating that their 
entitlement to remain registered is being reviewed as a result of The 
Maldives no longer being a Commonwealth country. Maldivian 
citizens may hold more than one nationality and you should set out 
in your letter that if they do hold a nationality that would qualify them 
to register, that they should let you know. The deadline for providing 
this information will be determined by the type of review you decide 
to conduct. 
 
The time you are able to issue your review notices will determine 

 

 

Contents 
 

Removal of The Maldives 
as a Commonwealth 
country from Schedule 3 of 
the British Nationality Act 
1981 
 
Notification of the removal of 
The Maldives from the list of 
Commonwealth countries in 
the British Nationality Act 
and guidance on how EROs 
should deal with new 
applications from and 
existing register entries for 
electors with Maldivian 
nationality.

 
June 2017 UKPGE: polling 
station finder service 
 
Information on the polling 
station finder service and 
how you can help.

 

June 2017 UKPGE: 
accessibility of the voting 
process 
 
Information on and a link to a 
MENCAP factsheet for 
voters with learning 
disabilities; a reminder of 
guidance on the tactile voting 
device; information on and a 
link to a new RNIB resource; 
and information on a 
campaign promoting the 
voting rights of mental health 
patients.

 

June 2017 UKPGE: out of 
hours advice during the 
election period 

Information on how you can 
contact us for advice during 
the election period.

 
 

 

http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/guidance/resources-for-electoral-administrators/electoral-commission-circulars-and-alerts
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/568/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/568/contents/made
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/


the type of review you will need to undertake. A type A review will 
give the elector 14 calendar days beginning with the date of the 
notice to request a hearing. If this does not give you sufficient time 
before the publication of the final election notice of alteration, you 
should conduct a type C review, which will enable you to determine 
the deletion of any electors who do not qualify to remain registered 
within 3 working days of the date of the notice. 
 
Further information on conducting the review process, including 
where a hearing is required, is contained in Chapter 10 of Part 4: 
Maintaining the register throughout the year. 
 
Deleting electors from the register 
 
Once you have reviewed an elector’s entitlement to remain 
registered and determined that they are no longer entitled, the 
elector may be deleted. The deletion will take effect on publication 
of the next election notice of alteration, which depending on the 
publication date of your second interim election notice of alteration, 
is likely in practice to be the final election notice of alteration 
published on 1 June 2017. 
 
Guidance on deletions is included in our deletions and reviews 
summary sheet, as well as in Part 4: Maintaining the register 
throughout the year. 
 
Updates to registration website and guidance 
 
Cabinet Office have updated the www.gov.uk/register-to-vote 
website and it is no longer accepting applications from Maldivian 
nationals. 
 
We have also updated Part 2: Registration framework of our 
guidance for Electoral Registration Officers, and the list of eligible 
countries for registration purposes to omit The Maldives. Our 
recently published FAQs for the UKPGE include a list of eligible 
countries for registration purposes and these have also been 
updated. 

 

 

June 2017 UKPGE: polling station finder service 
 
Thank you to everyone who provided their polling station data 
ahead of the May 2017 elections. This information reached over 
100,000 users across our Your Vote Matters website, Democracy 
Club’s ‘Where Do I Vote?’ website and some local authority sites.  
 
We are looking to provide this information again for the UKPGE, but 
we need your help. If you provided polling station data for the May 
2017 elections, please let Democracy Club know whether any 
polling stations have changed for the UK general election and 
supply them with the updated information so this service can again 
be provided to voters in your area. 
 
If you haven’t provided your polling station before, please consider 
doing so. Your EMS has an export for this data built in, so it can be 
exported in a matter of minutes. You can find out more about how to 
do this on Democracy Club’s website.  
 
If you have any questions, please do get in touch with the 

EA Bulletins are issued on a 
regular basis. They are one of 
our key channels for 
communicating with Returning 
Officers, Electoral Registration 
Officers and their staff. Past 
issues of Bulletins for England, 
Scotland and Wales are available 
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You can also subscribe to the EA 
Bulletins. 
 
Please keep us informed of any 
staff changes within your team. 
This will help us to keep our 
mailing lists up-to-date. 
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Commission or Democracy Club. 
 

 

June 2017 UKPGE: accessibility of the voting process 
 
Publication of MENCAP easy read guide 
In partnership with MENCAP we have developed an easy read 
guide to voting which provides key information about registering to 
vote and the voting process at a UKPGE for people with a learning 
disability. Please download and share the guide with your networks. 
 
(Acting) Returning Officers must ensure that the voting process is 
accessible to all so that anyone who is eligible to vote on polling day 
can do so in a confident manner. The MENCAP factsheet reinforces 
the guidance contained in the polling station handbook about the 
types of assistance that are available to those who may need help 
in order to cast their vote. Polling station staff should also have 
received training on the assistance that is available to any voter 
wishing to vote in person at a polling station.  
 
Tactile voting devices 
We have received a number of queries relating to the design of the 
tactile voting device to be used at the UKPGE and we thought it 
may be useful to restate the advice we have provided at previous 
polls. 
 
While the design of the ballot papers to be used at the UKPGE 
means that there are no numbers running down the left-hand side of 
the ballot paper, the numbers on the tactile voting device can still 
assist the elector in finding the candidate that they wish to vote for 
on the ballot paper. Polling station staff should read out the details 
of each candidate in the order that they appear on the ballot paper 
to enable the elector to then use the device to help them mark their 
choice. 
 
To prevent tactile voting devices slipping off the ballot paper, polling 
station staff should remove the backing tape to expose the adhesive 
backing which sticks the device to the ballot paper. After use, the 
device should be returned to its plastic wallet to preserve the 
adhesive backing. 
 
RNIB Accessible voting poster 
The RNIB have produced a poster aimed at promoting 
accessible voting for all, including visually impaired and blind 
voters. The poster is designed to be printed in A3 size and 
displayed at polling stations. 
 
Promoting the voting rights of mental health patients 
The Royal College of Psychiatrists have recently launched a 
campaign to encourage mental health patients, carers and support 
staff to ensure they are registered to vote and able to participate in 
the forthcoming UKPGE. Their campaign sets out practical steps 
which mental health trusts and their staff can take to highlight voting 
rights to staff and ensure patients under their care understand what 
support is available to them to enable them to exercise their right to 
vote. Further information about their campaign is available here. 
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June 2017 UKPGE: out-of-hours advice during the election 
period 
 
We are continuing to provide an out-of-hours telephone advice 
service to deal with urgent electoral administration queries in the run 
up to and immediately following the June 2017 UKPGE, and we 
thought it would be helpful to remind you of how you can contact us. 
 
Contacting us during normal office hours 
Our local teams will continue to be available between the hours of 
08:30 and 17:30 throughout the election period to support you as 
usual. 
 
If you are contacting us during normal office hours, please use our 
Advice and Guidance Line: 0333 103 1928. 
 
Alternatively, you can email us at 
infoengland@electoralcommission.org.uk   
 
Contacting us outside of normal working hours 
Our out-of-hours advice service includes weekends and the Spring 
Bank Holiday (Monday 29 May). 
 
Additionally, there will be 24-hour cover available on polling day, 
and weekend cover on Saturday 10 June and Sunday 11 June. 
 
We can be contacted out-of-hours by calling:  
0207 271 0613 
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3 Bunhill Row, London EC1Y 8YZ  
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