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Dear
Our Ref: FOI 125/16
Thank you for your request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 dated 08 July 2016.
The Commission aims to respond to requests for information promptly and has done so within the
statutory timeframe of twenty working days.
Your request is in bold below followed by our response.
You have requested:
Under FOI I am asking you to please disclose all correspondence over the last six months
between your two bodies.
Our response is as follows:
The Commission does hold this information and will be releasing the following correspondence in
response to this request:





9 June letter from Bob Posner to UKSA
7 July letter from Sir Andrew Dilnot to Bob Posner
Email correspondence around the 7 July letter
Email correspondence concerning a meeting between the Commission and the UKSA

Some of the information contained in these documents contains personal data, such as direct
contact information of staff members and the names and contact details of junior staff members,
which is exempt under Section 40 of the FOI Act. These documents have been redacted prior to
release. Further explanation of the exemption is provided below.
Section 40(2) and (3)(a)(i) of the FOI Act
Section 40 (2) provides for an exemption where the information requested constitutes personal
data, some of which is sensitive personal data, as defined by the Data Protection Act (DPA), and
where release of the information requested would breach one of the data protection principles.
Some of the information we hold within the description of personal data as defined by section 1 of
the DPA because the information relates directly to an identifiable living individual.
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I trust that this information satisfies your request. The Commission strives to be an open,
transparent authority.
If you are not satisfied with this response, please note that the Commission operates a review
procedure, details of which can be found on the Commission website at:
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/freedom-of-information-requests/how-do-I-makean-foi-request
Please also note that if you have exhausted all internal Commission review procedures and you
are still not satisfied you have the right to appeal to the Information Commissioner. Details of this
procedure can be found on the ICO website: http://www.ico.gov.uk
Yours sincerely

Vanessa Asante
Information Officer
The Electoral Commission
3 Bunhill Row
London EC1Y 8YZ
Tel: 020 7271 0569
www.electoralcommission.org.uk
Putting voters first

You can now register to vote online
Follow us on Twitter | Like us on Facebook | Read our Blog
 Please consider the environment before printing this email
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Sir Andrew Dilnot CBE
UK Statistics Authority
1 Drummond Gate
London
SW1V 2QQ
9 June 2016
By email to:
authority.enquiries@statistics.gsi.gov.uk

Dear Sir Andrew,
Publicly funded bodies and the referendum on the UK’s membership of the
European Union
Following the UK Statistics Authority’s publication of a media statement on the use of
official statistics by EU referendum campaigners on 27 May, I wanted to contact you to
ensure that you are aware of the restrictions on publicly funded bodies set out in section
125 of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act (PPERA) which apply
between 27 May and 23 June. These restrictions apply to arm’s length bodies such as
the UK Statistics Authority.
The restrictions prevent the publishing of material (other than in response to specific
requests for material, and subject to certain other exceptions which include issuing
press notices) that:
-

provides general information about the referendum;
deals with any of the issues raised by the referendum question;
puts arguments for or against any outcome; or
is designed to encourage voting at the referendum

The Electoral Commission has responsibility under PPERA to will monitor and take all
reasonable steps to secure compliance with the rules, including by providing advice and
guidance on this matter. We do not have powers under PPERA to sanction bodies who
do not comply with these restrictions.

The Electoral Commission
3 Bunhill Row
London EC1Y 8YZ

Putting voters first
An independent body established by Act of the UK Parliament

Tel: 020 7271 0500
Fax: 020 7271 0505
info@electoralcommission.org.uk
www.electoralcommission.org.uk

We have published a factsheet that explains the Section 125 restrictions. The factsheet
is available on our website at the link below:
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/194635/PublicBodies-and-EU-Referendum-material.pdf
Further, we take it that the UK Statistics Authority are required to comply with the
guidance recently issued by the Cabinet Secretary for UK Government departments,
non-departmental public bodies and arm’s length bodies. The document provides
advice for arm’s length bodies on how to comply with the restrictions and who to contact
for more information. I have copied a direct link below for ease of reference:
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/526184/e
u-referendum-guidance-for-uk-government-departments-on-activities-during-the-period27-may-to-23-june.pdf
I trust that this information is helpful. If you have any further questions, please do not
hesitate to contact the Electoral Commission’s Party and Election Finance team on
0333 103 1928, or pef@electoralcommission.org.uk.
Yours sincerely

Bob Posner
Director of Party and Election Finance & Legal Counsel
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UK Statistics Authority
1 Drummond Gate
London
SW1V 2QQ

Telephone:
E-mail:
Website:

0845 604 1857
authority.enquiries@statistics.gsi.gov.uk
www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk

Chair of the UK Statistics Authority, Sir Andrew Dilnot CBE

Bob Posner
Director of Party and Election Finance and Legal Counsel
The Electoral Commission
3 Bunhill Row
London
EC1Y 8YZ
7 July 2016

Dear Mr Posner,
Thank you for your letter of 9 June.
The UK Statistics Authority is an independent body acting at arm's length from government.
The Authority has a statutory responsibility set out in the Statistics and Registration Service
Act 2007 to promote and safeguard the production and publication of official statistics that
serve the public good. This is a responsibility that the Statistics Authority takes very
seriously and works to promote best practice in the use of official statistics, especially those
used in public debate.
I can confirm that the Statistics Authority is aware of the restrictions on publicly funded
bodies set out in section 125 of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000
(PPERA).
I would welcome a meeting to explore how the Statistics Authority and Electoral Commission
might play a helpful role in maintaining confidence in numbers used in public debate.
I am copying this letter to Claire Bassett, Chief Executive of the Electoral Commission.
Yours sincerely,

Sir Andrew Dilnot CBE

