












 

 
 
The Electoral Commission 
Letter by email 
17 June 2016 
 
 
Ref: PerPar 3945 
 
Dear Sirs, 
 
We need to inform you of an error in our PrePoll 1 report.   
 
We declared, PrePoll 1 a donation of £100,000 from Stuart Wheeler dated 20 April.  We 
received the cheque on 20 April which then cleared on 29 April.  The donation was correctly 
declared on 29 April in our Pre Poll 2 report of 19 May as a donation of £100,000 on 29 April, 
the correct date for receipt.   
 
This donation was therefore erroneously declared to you in duplicate. 
 
In addition I wish to bring to your attention a donation of £1000 from an ineligible donor which 
was identified as such outside a period of 30 days and, therefore returned late.  Adrian Hohler of 

donated £1,000 by credit card 
on 18 April.  It was discovered that his voter registration was “pending” and his donation not 
returned until 2 June 2016. 
 
We have as a result increased the regularity with which a foureyes review of income data is 
made to ensure such an error does not happen again. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

Finance Director  
Vote Leave 
 



By email:   

 

 

Putting voters first      
An independent body established by Act of the UK Parliament 

 

The Electoral Commission 
3 Bunhill Row 
London EC1Y 8YZ 
 
Tel: 020 7271 0500 
Fax: 020 7271 0505 
info@electoralcommission.org.uk 
www.electoralcommission.org.uk   

 
Vote Leave LTD 
Westminster Tower 
3 Albert Embankment 
London 
SE1 7SP 
 
 
Private & Confidential 
Our Ref: 
 
24 June 2016 
 
Dear 
 
Assessment Decision: Vote Leave ‘Facts’ leaflets with an incomplete imprint 
 
The Commission notified you on 8 June 2016 that it was conducting an assessment 
concerning a leaflet entitled ‘The UK and the European Union: the Facts’ that it had 
found was being distributed on behalf of Vote Leave. The leaflet did not have a 
complete imprint, in accordance with section 126 of Political Parties, Elections and 
Referendums Act 2000 (PPERA), indicating a potential offence under section 126(8) of 
PPERA. 
 
Based on the information currently available, we have decided that it is neither in the 
public interest or proportionate to commence an investigation into this particular matter. 
Our decision is set out in detail below. 
 
Legislation 
 
Section 126 of PPERA requires that material wholly or mainly relating to a referendum 
and published during a referendum period, must contain the name and address of the 
printer, promoter and any person by whom the material is being published (who is not 
the promoter).  
 
Under section 126(8) of PPERA, where during a referendum period any referendum 
material is published without such an imprint, the promoter of the material, any person 
by whom the material is published and the printer of the document shall be guilty of an 
offence. 
 



 

 
 
 

An independent body established by Act of the UK Parliament 

 

We received information indicating that copies of the ‘Facts’ leaflet, which did not carry 
a complete imprint, were being distributed by Vote Leave activists on behalf of Vote 
Leave. We specifically referred you to an example where these leaflets were distributed 
at a street stall on Church Street, High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire on 4 June 2016. 
 
Matter assessed 
 
On 8 June 2016 we wrote to you informing you that, despite the assurances provided by 
Vote Leave that it was not distributing leaflets without a full imprint, the Commission was 
aware of a specific example to the contrary, in High Wycombe. 
 
On 13 June 2016 you provided further assurances and information that you had 
uncovered following an internal investigation into this particular matter. You explained 
that Vote Leave retained a single box of leaflets, which had been distributed before the 
referendum period began, for reference purposes. The leaflets were kept in a box 
marked ‘not for circulation post 15 April’ in a store room at Vote Leave HQ, which only 
Vote Leave campaign staff and senior parliamentary supporters had access to. You 
stated that Mr Steve Baker MP (Wycombe) had removed a portion of these leaflets 
without the knowledge of any Vote Leave campaign staff. You also advised that Mr 
Baker was not aware that the leaflets did not bear a full imprint, as required by section 
126(1) of PPERA, and that the leaflets he removed were those distributed on behalf of 
Vote Leave on 4 June 2016 in High Wycombe.  
 
Your response also explained that the remaining quantity of leaflets found within the 
store room totalled 750 meaning Mr Baker could not have removed more than 250. As 
Mr Baker still possessed 150 leaflets you indicated that no more than 100 leaflets could 
have been distributed to the public on 4 June 2016. Finally, you confirmed that Vote 
Leave has destroyed all remaining 750 copies of the leaflets it had retained, plus the 
150 that had been retained by Mr Baker. 
 
We note that the leaflets carried an incomplete imprint stating ‘Sent by Vote Leave LTD, 
Westminster Tower, 3 Albert Embankment, Lambeth, SE1 7SP’. Although this imprint 
does not meet the requirements set out in section 126 of PPERA, it is still possible to 
identify that Vote Leave was responsible for the leaflet. 
 
We also note that Vote Leave and Mr Baker accept that the above matter represents a 
breach of PPERA. 
 
However, given the steps taken by Vote Leave to destroy the remaining leaflets, the 
small amount of leaflets distributed, minimal benefit obtained through this and fact that 
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the leaflet carried an incomplete imprint, as opposed to none at all; we have decided it 
is not in the public interest or proportionate to commence an investigation. 
 
Imprint warning 
 
We are aware that Vote Leave is likely to cease as a campaigning organisation after the 
referendum. However, should Vote Leave remain an active campaign group, Vote 
Leave must ensure that any leaflets or adverts it produces in future carry a full and 
complete imprint. 
  
The matter will be retained on file and may be considered if any further potential imprint 
breaches and offences by Vote Leave are identified by, or referred to, us.  
 
If at any point you require any guidance or assistance concerning any of your statutory 
responsibilities as a designated lead campaigner at a referendum, please contact our 
advice line on 0333 103 1928 or email pef@electoralcommission.org.uk  
 
Yours sincerely 

 

Investigator 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

mailto:pef@electoralcommission.org.uk


Royal Mail confirms the item was not delivered by them beyond Saturday 9th April as per contract 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 

From: 

Date: Fri, Apr 22, 2016 at 11:53 AM 

Subject: RE: URGENTLY need something in writing 

To: 

Hi 

 Our Delivery Office Manager in the Tunbridge Wells area has briefed all staff and checked and can 

confirm that no one has, to our knowledge delivered any of these items this week. 

We do complete checks on a Saturday morning to ensure that all staff frames are clear of D2D for 

the week before they depart the unit and clear any excess to return on Monday morning. 

 If you need any further information then please contact me. 

 Regards 

 

 Media Specialist Government Sector 

 MarketReach 

7-11 Stukeley Street, 

 London 

WC1V 7AB 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Vote Leave lead activist confirms they are not delivering the item 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 

From:  

Date: Thu, Apr 21, 2016 at 11:24 AM 

Subject: RE: Vote Leave deliveries (Facts leaflet) 

To:  

Good morning, 

I do not have any of these leaflets other than the one I received by Royal Mail a couple of weeks ago. 

I have checked with some other councillors that have been leafleting and they are not aware of any 

in circulation either. I will get back to you if I hear of any. 

Regards 

 

From: 

Sent: Thursday, April 21, 2016 11:20 AM 

To: 

Subject: Vote Leave deliveries (Facts leaflet) 

Hi 

We've had a call from the Electoral Commission saying that some of our "The Facts" leaflet have 

been delivered in the Tunbridge Wells area today. These were delivered by the Royal Mail two 

weeks ago but the ones apparently being delivered (by someone else) today don't have the correct 

imprint. 

I have spoken to and she said she's only been delivering the "5 reasons" leaflet. Do you 

know of anyone that could have gone out and delivered the "Facts" leaflet for us? If so we need to 

get in touch with them asap. 

Best wishes, 
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From:
Sent: 16 October 2017 17:15
To:
Subject: FW: RE: Access to data - Glasgow CCM:0324602
Attachments: image001.png

 
------------------- Original Message ------------------- 
From: 
Received: 23/02/2016 10:03 
To: 
Cc:  
Subject: RE: Access to data - Glasgow 

Dear 
 
As a registered permitted participant for the EU referendum you are entitled to a copy of the 
absent voters list in accordance with reg 61(1) of the Representation of the People (Scotland) 
Regulations 2001.  
 
61(1) Any person entitled to be supplied in accordance with regulation 102, 104, 105 or 107 with 
copies of the full register is also a person entitled, subject to this regulation and to regulation 61A,
to request that the registration officer supply free of charge the relevant part (within the meaning 
of those regulations) of a copy of any of the following information which he keeps– 
(a) the current version of the information which would, in the event of a particular 
parliamentary election, be included in the postal voters lists, the list of proxies or the proxy 
postal voters lists, which he is required to keep under paragraph 5 or 7(8) of Schedule 42 ; 
(b) the current or final version of the postal voters list, the list of proxies or the proxy postal 
voters lists kept under paragraph 5 or 7(8) of Schedule 4. 
 
Permitted participants are included in regulation 105: 
 
105.— Supply of full register etc. to registered political parties etc. and restrictions on use 
(1) This regulation applies to– 
(a) a registered political party other than a minor party, within the meaning of section 160(1) 
of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000; 
(b) a recognised third party within the meaning of section 85(5) of that Act, other than a 
registered political party; and 
(c) a permitted participant within the meaning of section 105(1) of that Act, other than a 
registered political party. 
 
If you wish to receive a copy of the absent voters list you will need to request it in writing from the 
relevant Electoral Registration Officer. 
 
Do let me know if you have any further questions. 
 
Kind regards 
 

 
Senior Adviser Elections and Campaigners 
The Electoral Commission  
Lothian Chambers 
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59-63 George IV Bridge  
Edinburgh, EH1 1RN 
Tel:  
Fax: 0131 225 0205  
Textphone: 
www.electoralcommission.org.uk 
www.aboutmyvote.co.uk 
 
Make sure you are registered to vote  
Follow us on Twitter 
 
Putting voters first 

Right-click here to download pictures.  To help p ro tect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
cid:image001.png@01D1187A.0841C5E0

 
   Please consider the environment before printing this email. 

 
From:  
Sent: 18 February 2016 16:27 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: RE: Access to data - Glasgow 
 
Dear 
 
I have passed this to a colleague in our Scotland Office to look at (copied in to this email) and they will get back to 
you shortly. 
 
Regards 
Vicky 
 

Head of Guidance, Party and Election Finance 
The Electoral Commission 
3 Bunhill Row 
London EC1Y 8YZ 
Tel: 
 
www.electoralcommission.org.uk 
You can now register to vote online 
Follow us on Twitter | Like us on Facebook | Read our Blog 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
From:  
Sent: 16 February 2016 15:27 
To:  
Subject: Access to data - Glasgow 
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Today's oddity is Glasgow.  They are prepared to let us have the electoral register, and the overseas voter 
list (somewhat grudgingly) but they are standing firm on not letting us have the absent voter 
list.  Correspondence is copied below. 
 
Could I once again prevail on the good offices of you/your colleagues? 
 
Thanks again, 

  
 
 
--  

T:  |  
www.voteleavetakecontrol.org 
 
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From:  
Date: 16 February 2016 at 15:04 
Subject: RE: GLASGOW REGISTER OF ELECTORS - ABSENT VOTERS LISTS 
To: Data Team 

Dear Sir 

  

The overseas Electors is already included in the Registers you have received at the end of every polling district under 
other electors. 

  

In regards to the absent voters list permitted participants are not included on the list who qualify to receive the 
absent voters list. 

  

I can also confirm that you are now added to our distribution list for the monthly updates. 

  

If you have any further queries regarding this please contact me. 

  

Thank you 

  

(Administration Assistant) 

Assessors & ERO 

PO BOX 15311 

GLASGOW 
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G4 7DL 

 

  

From: Data Team [mailto   
Sent: 16 February 2016 12:02 
To: 
Subject: Re: GLASGOW REGISTER OF ELECTORS - ABSENT VOTERS LISTS 

  

 

We have consulted the relevant legislation - Regulations 103 and 106 of the Representation of the People 
Regulations 2001 (as amended).  We cannot see any distinction between the rights of access for a political 
candidate/party under Reg 103 and a referendum participant under Reg 106.  Both provisions merely refer 
to "the full register" - and Reg 92 defines "the register" to include any part of it, which presumably includes 
these lists.  There is no mention of the absent or overseas voters lists in Reg 103, which there ought to be if 
election candidates had additional rights.  The only distinction in Reg 103 is by reference to the election 
area for which a candidate is standing, to limit the extent of their access to the full register. 

 

We would be grateful if you could reconsider your position on this matter. 

 

In any event, please confirm that we are signed up for monthly updates for the register which you have 
forwarded. 

 

Regards 

  

On 16 February 2016 at 11:42, < wrote: 

Dear Sir/Madam 

  

In regards to your request for a copy of the Absent voters and Overseas electors according to legislation in 
case of an election it is available for public inspection and copies may be supplied to elected representatives, 
local constituency parties, political parties, candidates. 

  

Therefore I cannot in this case supply you with a copy of the absent voter list and overseas electors list as 
you are a permitted participant and not any of the above. 
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If you require any further information in regards to this, please contact me. 

  

Thank you 

  

(Administration Assistant) 

Assessors & ERO 

PO BOX 15311 

GLASGOW 

G4 7DL 

 

  

Glasgow - UK Council of the Year 2015 

 



Sent Date 30/06/2016 12:43

E-mail
From Cc

To Bcc

Subject FW: PerPar 3945 - Pre-Poll 4 CCM:0265104

From: 
Sent: 29 June 2016 18:39
To: PEF Inbox
Cc: 

Subject: PerPar 3945 - Pre-Poll 4

Dear Sirs,

Please find attached on behalf of our responsible person, David Alan Halsall in pdf and 
in excel our Pre-Poll 4 report.

Kind regards and many thanks,

We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our priorities like the NHS.

Regarding Vote Leave Limited

Owner

Keywords

Duration Priority Normal

Due

Category Sub-Category

E-mail

FW: PerPar 3945 - Pr…

Page 1 of 2E-mail: FW: PerPar 3945 - Pre-Poll 4 CCM:0265104

16/10/2017http://ecscrm11/CCM/_forms/print/custformprint.aspx?allsubgridspages=false&formi...



PEF Directorate Categories

PEF Parent Category PEF Category

Attachments
E-Mail Attachments Activity Attachment Associated View
File Name File Size (Bytes)

EUR-PPR-pre-poll-excel VOTE LEAVE 4.xlsx 107,922

scanner@voteleave.uk_20160629_183352.pdf 1,002,927

1 - 2 of 2 (0 selected) Page 1

Status Reason Sent

Page 2 of 2E-mail: FW: PerPar 3945 - Pre-Poll 4 CCM:0265104

16/10/2017http://ecscrm11/CCM/_forms/print/custformprint.aspx?allsubgridspages=false&formi...






Sent Date 16/06/2016 18:31

E-mail
From Cc

To PEF Inbox Bcc

Subject PerPar3945 Pre Poll 3

Dear Sirs,

Please find attached in both PDF and in xcel format our submission for the PrePoll 3 period on behalf of our responsible 
person, copied to this email.  

Kind regards,

We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our priorities 
like the NHS.

Regarding Vote Leave Limited

Owner

Keywords

Duration Priority Normal

Due

Category Sub-Category

PEF Directorate Categories

PEF Parent Category PEF Category

Attachments
E-Mail Attachments Activity Attachment Associated View

E-mail

PerPar3945 Pre Poll 3

File Name File Size (Bytes)

Page 1 of 2E-mail: PerPar3945 Pre Poll 3

16/10/2017http://ecscrm11/CCM/_forms/print/custformprint.aspx?allsubgridspages=false&formi...



EUR-PPR-pre-poll-excel VOTE LEAVE 3.xlsx 108,891

Vote Leave Pre Poll Report 3.pdf 1,188,177

1 - 2 of 2 (0 selected) Page 1

Status Reason Sent

Page 2 of 2E-mail: PerPar3945 Pre Poll 3

16/10/2017http://ecscrm11/CCM/_forms/print/custformprint.aspx?allsubgridspages=false&formi...



Sent Date 13/06/2016 13:48

E-mail
From Cc

To Bcc

Subject Re: Crisis management planning

Myself

 

Thanks,

On Mon, Jun 13, 2016 at 1:44 PM,  wrote:

Hi ,

As part of our EU crisis management planning and in the unlikely situation 
that something were to happen we need to have a method of contacting Vote 
Leave so that we can provide you with updates on the situation.

Can you provide the names of two people to contact in an emergency along 
with their telephone numbers and email addresses?

Thank you for your help.

Kind regards,

E-mail

Re: Crisis manageme…

Page 1 of 3E-mail: Re: Crisis management planning

16/10/2017http://ecscrm11/CCM/_forms/print/custformprint.aspx?allsubgridspages=false&formi...



Party and Election Finance

The Electoral Commission

3 Bunhill Row

London EC1Y 8YZ

Tel: 

Fax: 020 7271 0505

www.electoralcommission.org.uk

Make sure you are registered to vote

Follow us on Twitter

Putting Voters First

P Please consider the environment before printing this email.

-- 

Operations Director, Vote Leave

T: 

We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our priorities 
like the NHS.

Website: www.voteleavetakecontrol.org
Twitter: @vote_leave
Facebook: voteleave

Regarding

Owner

Keywords

Duration Priority Normal

Due

Category Sub-Category

PEF Directorate Categories

PEF Parent Category PEF Category

Page 2 of 3E-mail: Re: Crisis management planning

16/10/2017http://ecscrm11/CCM/_forms/print/custformprint.aspx?allsubgridspages=false&formi...



Attachments
E-Mail Attachments Activity Attachment Associated View
File Name File Size (Bytes)

No E-Mail Attachment records are available in this view.

0 - 0 of 0 (0 selected) Page 1

Status Reason Received

Page 3 of 3E-mail: Re: Crisis management planning

16/10/2017http://ecscrm11/CCM/_forms/print/custformprint.aspx?allsubgridspages=false&formi...



Sent Date 08/06/2016 15:03

E-mail
From Cc

To Bcc

Subject RE: Factsheet clarifying EU citizens voting rights in the UK

Dear 

Thank you for your email. We will await your further correspondence.

Kind regards,

Guidance Adviser
Party and Election Finance
The Electoral Commission
3 Bunhill Row
London EC1Y 8YZ

www.electoralcommission.org.uk

Make sure you are registered to vote
Follow us on Twitter

Putting Voters First

P Please consider the environment before printing this email.

From: ] 
Sent: 08 June 2016 12:15
To: 
Subject: Re: Factsheet clarifying EU citizens voting rights in the UK

E-mail

RE: Factsheet clarifyin…

Page 1 of 4E-mail: RE: Factsheet clarifying EU citizens voting rights in the UK

16/10/2017http://ecscrm11/CCM/_forms/print/custformprint.aspx?allsubgridspages=false&formi...



Thanks but I am afraid this does resolve the issue. 

The main concern is that not only have EU citizens already voted by postal vote but that 
the actual registration system is completely flawed. 

There are zero checks on citizenship. Someone could by mistake, or on purpose, say they 
are British and therefore be registered to vote in the EU referendum. Whilst yes it is 
illegal for someone to do this it is clear that there is a problem where numerous EU 
citizens have been receiving poll cards and you cannot quantify what the real size of the 
problem is from the technical issue from XPress  (and indeed XPress were carrying out 
a survey to try and find out!) and how many how simply said they are British citizens 
when they are not. 

The email below from  clarifies that this is indeed the case if someone 
says they are British when they are not that they will be registered. How can it be when 
the entitlement to vote in this country for GE and referendums is based on citizenship 
that you do not check this. 

This is a grave concern and quite frankly makes us question the validity of the whole 
registration process.

We will be writing about this again later today. 

From:  
Sent: 31 May 2016 19:30
To:
Subject: RE: EU citizens posing as UK citizens

Hello 

When an elector goes online to register to vote, the actual verifying of the elector against DWP records is 
checking the elector’s name, date of birth and national insurance number, but not their nationality.  If an 
elector lies during their registration, we are not able to check to see if the nationality is correct or not.  We have 
to assume that the elector is submitting their correct nationality. 

At the end of the registration process there is a statement to which the person registering is accepting that the 
information that they have provided is true.  It is brought to their attention that the information may be shared 
with other government departments to check identity and that they are entitled to be registered to vote.  This 
statement ends in bold with the following message:

If you knowingly give false information in your application, you could go to prison for up to 6 months or be 
fined.

At the end of this statement the person registering has to click on ‘I accept – send my application’.

It is therefore up to the individual to confirm that they supply the correct valid information.  All of this was 
explained to the caller this morning by 

Regards

Page 2 of 4E-mail: RE: Factsheet clarifying EU citizens voting rights in the UK

16/10/2017http://ecscrm11/CCM/_forms/print/custformprint.aspx?allsubgridspages=false&formi...



Electoral Services | Legal & Democratic Services | Resources | Nottingham City Council | 
Loxley House | Station Street | NOTTINGHAM | NG2 3NG
t:  w: www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk

On Wed, Jun 8, 2016 at 11:57 AM,  
> wrote:

I thought it might be helpful to let you know that we have produced a factsheet 
for EU citizens that makes clear they cannot vote in the 2016 EU Referendum, 
unless they fulfil other eligibility criteria.

This is being provided in addition to the information on the franchise that is 
already on our aboutmyvote website that we are directing the public to.

We will be disseminating it widely in the run-up to polling day.

Please do let me know if you have any questions.

Kind regards,

Guidance Adviser
Party and Election Finance
The Electoral Commission
3 Bunhill Row
London EC1Y 8YZ

Fax: 020 7271 0505
www.electoralcommission.org.uk

Make sure you are registered to vote
Follow us on Twitter

Putting Voters First

P Please consider the environment before printing this email.

-- 

Page 3 of 4E-mail: RE: Factsheet clarifying EU citizens voting rights in the UK
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T: 

We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our priorities like the NHS.

Website: www.voteleavetakecontrol.org

Twitter: @vote_leave

Facebook: voteleave

Regarding 2016-06-08 - 

Owner

Keywords

Duration Priority Normal

Due

Category Sub-Category

PEF Directorate Categories

PEF Parent Category PEF Category

Attachments
E-Mail Attachments Activity Attachment Associated View
File Name File Size (Bytes)

No E-Mail Attachment records are available in this view.

0 - 0 of 0 (0 selected) Page 1

Status Reason Sent

Page 4 of 4E-mail: RE: Factsheet clarifying EU citizens voting rights in the UK

16/10/2017http://ecscrm11/CCM/_forms/print/custformprint.aspx?allsubgridspages=false&formi...



Sent Date 07/06/2016 11:19

E-mail
From Cc

To Bcc

Subject Facts Leaflets CCM:0054039

Please find a copy of the un-imprinted Facts Leaflet that make available to the 
public on Saturday 4 June. Can you let me know how to proceed.

 

From:  
Sent: 06 June 2016 09:26
To: 
Subject: FW: Facts Leaflets

FYI

From:  
Sent: 06 June 2016 08:21
To: 
Subject: Facts Leaflets

Just to let you know that these leaflets without imprints  were being distributed 
by Vote Leave on Saturday 4 June in Church Square High Wycombe. They had 
a table with the leaflets (as well as activists handing them out). I collected one 
along with other Vote Leave campaign material.  

Will bring it with me tomorrow

Party and Election Finance
The Electoral Commission
3 Bunhill Row
London
EC1Y 8YZ
Tel: 

E-mail

Facts Leaflets CCM:00…

Page 1 of 2E-mail: Facts Leaflets CCM:0054039

16/10/2017http://ecscrm11/CCM/_forms/print/custformprint.aspx?allsubgridspages=false&formi...



Fax: 020 7271 0665
www.electoralcommission.org.uk
www.aboutmyvote.co.uk

Putting voters first

cid:image003.jpg@01D1AD2C.FACDE9A0

� Please consider the environment before printing this email.

Regarding

Owner

Keywords

Duration Priority Normal

Due

Category Sub-Category

PEF Directorate Categories

PEF Parent Category PEF Category

Attachments
E-Mail Attachments Activity Attachment Associated View
File Name File Size (Bytes)

Facts leaflet published 4 June.pdf 73,494

image001.jpg 12,474

1 - 2 of 2 (0 selected) Page 1

Status Reason Sent

Page 2 of 2E-mail: Facts Leaflets CCM:0054039

16/10/2017http://ecscrm11/CCM/_forms/print/custformprint.aspx?allsubgridspages=false&formi...



Sent Date 03/06/2016 17:25

E-mail
From Cc

To Bcc

Subject RE: Urgent letter re. EU citizens CCM:0274792

Dear 

Here is an updated statement, should that be of interest to you: 
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/journalist/electoral-commission-media-
centre/news-releases-referendums/electoral-commission-update-on-non-eligible-eu-
citizen-voters

Best,
 

From:  
Sent: 03 June 2016 09:05
To: '
Cc: 
Subject: RE: Urgent letter re. EU citizens CCM:0274792

Sorry , I should have been clearer that the letter is on our website at 
the link below 
(http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/207278/WatsonJ
-to-DuncanSmithI-JenkinB-EU-nationals-EU-Ref-2016-06-02.pdf) 

Best,
 

From:  
Sent: 02 June 2016 19:33
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: Re: Urgent letter re. EU citizens CCM:0274792

Thanks - do you have a copy of the letter, please?

On 2 Jun 2016, at 17:24, > wrote:

Dear

E-mail

RE: Urgent letter re. E…

Page 1 of 5E-mail: RE: Urgent letter re. EU citizens CCM:0274792

16/10/2017http://ecscrm11/CCM/_forms/print/custformprint.aspx?allsubgridspages=false&formi...



I wanted to make you aware that we have issued a letter from Jenny 
Watson, in response to Mr Duncan Smith and Mr Jenkin’s letter 
about EU nationals.

We hope the information enclosed is helpful, but please do let me 
know if you need anything else. 

Best wishes,
 

From: 
Date: 2 June 2016 at 12:57:56 BST
To:  

Subject: Urgent letter re. EU citizens

Dear 

Please find attached (and pasted below), a letter from Iain 
Duncan Smith and Bernard Jenkin on behalf of Vote Leave, to 
which we would appreciate a swift reply.

Many thanks,

National Organiser, Vote Leave
T: 

www.voteleavetakecontrol.org

---

Chairman, Electoral Commission
3 Bunhill Row
London EC1Y 8YZ

By email

2 June 2016

Dear 

We are writing to you to express our serious concerns about the 
conduct of the European Union referendum and its franchise.

As you know, Parliament decided that the franchise for this 
important referendum should be the same as for general 
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elections  with the addition of peers of the realm and citizens of 
Gibraltar. Parliament decided very clearly that EU citizens 
resident in the UK should not be able to cast a vote in this 
referendum to determine the UK’s membership of the EU. In 
September last year, the House of Commons voted against this 
by 496 to 54. 

Nonetheless, we have been contacted by a number of concerned 
electors who have alerted us to the fact that ineligible EU citizens 
have been sent polling cards telling them that they have a vote in 
the referendum on 23 June. We have also seen media reports of 
this happening in other parts of the UK. 

Most troublingly, we have seen the Electoral Commission’s press 
release, dated 1 June, which seeks to shrug this highly 
concerning development off, and which entirely misses the point. 
It contains a statement from an unnamed spokesperson that:

Anyone who applies to register must state their nationality as 
part of their application and this information is collected by 
their local Electoral Registration Officer (ERO). EROs are 
required to mark on their register who’s an EU national so 
that they do not receive poll cards for elections or 
referendums that they’re not eligible to vote in.

In other words, there are no checks conducted to make sure 
anyone applying to vote is indeed eligible. We have seen an email 
from the Electoral Services Officer at Nottingham City Council 
to one of our supporters, which confirms this in clear and 
shocking terms:

If an elector lies during their registration, we are not able to 
check to see if the nationality is correct or not. We have to 
assume that the elector is submitting their correct 
nationality.

We believe the British public will be as shocked as we are to 
discover that the integrity of the franchise for this long-awaited 
referendum with profound consequences for the future of our 
nation is being protected in such a lax manner. The Electoral 
Commission’s press release abdicates all responsibility for this 
highly concerning breach of the law, simply saying:

As part of the registration application process, all applicants 
are asked to give their nationality. It is an offence to 
knowingly give false information on a registration 
application. A person who knowingly provides false 
information could, in England and Wales, face an unlimited 
fine and/or up to six months in prison. If anyone has 
evidence that an offence has been committed, they should 
contact the police.
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It is not good enough to expect people to report their friends, 
family or neighbours to the police if they believe they have been 
sent a polling card in error. Many of these people will have 
applied for a vote in good faith for one of the other elections in 
which they are entitled to vote (e.g. local elections or elections to 
the European Parliament) and could make the honest mistake of 
casting a vote in this referendum illegally.

This deeply disturbing news begs a number of urgent questions:

1. Can you confirm that no checks are conducted to verify 
someone’s nationality when they apply to join the electoral 
roll? Do you believe that is sensible?

2. What provisions are made to ensure that EU citizens who 
are entitled to vote at local or European elections are not 
sent polling cards or postal vote ballots for the EU 
referendum?

3. Given the many and widespread examples of these being 
sent to ineligible EU citizens, do you believe these 
safeguards are working?

4. Your press release yesterday says that: ‘A poll card does 
not entitle someone to vote. In order to be able to cast their 
vote, a person must appear on the electoral register and be 
shown on it as being eligible to vote.’ Given the apparent 
errors with the electoral roll which have led to the issuing 
of polling cards to ineligible voters, why should the public 
have greater confidence in this process?

5. Those checks only apply to people voting in person on 23 
June. More than 7.5 million people choose to vote by post 
instead. It seems likely that ineligible EU citizens have 
been sent postal vote ballot papers and have already 
returned them. What steps can be taken to ensure that 
these ineligible postal votes are not counted?

6. What estimate do you have of the scale of this problem?
7. How do you intend to make clear to EU nationals that they 

are not legally allowed to vote in this referendum and that 
doing so could be a criminal offence?

8. Have you reported any examples of potentially ineligible 
voters to the police?

Given the gravity of this issue – and the fact that postal votes are 
already being issued and cast – we hope you will answer these 
questions by midday tomorrow. We are making this letter 
available to the press.

We are writing in similar terms to the Prime Minister and the 
Cabinet Secretary.

Yours sincerely,

The Rt. Hon. Iain Duncan Smith MP
Bernard Jenkin MP
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Sent Date 29/06/2016 18:39

E-mail
From Cc

To PEF Inbox Bcc

Subject PerPar 3945 - Pre-Poll 4

Dear Sirs,

Please find attached on behalf of our responsible person, David Alan Halsall in pdf and in excel our Pre-Poll 4 report.

Kind regards and many thanks,

We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our priorities 
like the NHS.

Regarding

Owner

Keywords

Duration Priority Normal

Due

Category Sub-Category

PEF Directorate Categories

PEF Parent Category PEF Category

Attachments
E-Mail Attachments Activity Attachment Associated View

E-mail

PerPar 3945 - Pre-Pol…

File Name File Size (Bytes)

EUR-PPR-pre-poll-excel VOTE LEAVE 4.xlsx 107,922

scanner@voteleave.uk_20160629_183352.pdf 1,002,927
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Sent Date 02/06/2016 12:39

E-mail
From Cc

To Bcc

Subject Re: Material from other campaigners

Thanks 

Really helpful.

Best wishes,

On Thu, Jun 2, 2016 at 10:35 AM, wrote:

Dear 

As discussed yesterday, you wish to send an email to your coordinators and 
volunteers referring them to where they can request material from UKIP. You 
wanted to know whether this would constitute working together and if so 
would the cost of the material be reportable as spending by Vote Leave.

As you will know, working together means spending money as a result of a 
coordinated plan or arrangement between two or more campaigners during 
the referendum period that is intended to, or is otherwise in connection with, 
promoting or bringing about a particular outcome in the referendum.

If you have a coordinated plan or arrangement with UKIP on the distribution 
of referendum material then this would constitute working together and any 
spending would count against Vote Leave’s spending limit.  

However, if you have no agreed plan or arrangements with UKIP it is possible 
that this would not be working together. You will need to make an honest 
assessment, based on the facts, whether you or UKIP are spending money as 
part of a coordinated plan or arrangement.

E-mail

Re: Material from oth…
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It is important that when you engage in any joint campaigning with other 
campaigners that you have discussed and planned the work in detail and that 
you should ensure that you have a written record of the common plan or 
arrangement and a clear audit trail of decision making and any spending.

Kind regards,

Guidance Adviser

Party and Election Finance

The Electoral Commission

3 Bunhill Row

London EC1Y 8YZ

Tel: 

Fax: 020 7271 0505

www.electoralcommission.org.uk

Make sure you are registered to vote

Follow us on Twitter

Putting Voters First

P Please consider the environment before printing this email.

-- 

We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our priorities 
like the NHS.

Page 2 of 3E-mail: Re: Material from other campaigners

16/10/2017http://ecscrm11/CCM/_forms/print/custformprint.aspx?allsubgridspages=false&formi...



Website: www.voteleavetakecontrol.org
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Facebook: voteleave
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Sent Date 31/05/2016 17:22

E-mail
From Cc  

; 

To Bcc

Subject RE: Misleading postal vote guidance

Dear 

Thank you for your email. Please find attached a letter from Jenny Watson.

Kind regards,

Guidance Adviser
Party and Election Finance
The Electoral Commission
3 Bunhill Row
London EC1Y 8Y

Fax: 020 7271 0505
www.electoralcommission.org.uk

Make sure you are registered to vote
Follow us on Twitter

Putting Voters First

P Please consider the environment before printing this email.

From:  
Sent: 31 May 2016 17:09
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: Re: Misleading postal vote guidance

E-mail

RE: Misleading postal…

Page 1 of 4E-mail: RE: Misleading postal vote guidance

16/10/2017http://ecscrm11/CCM/_forms/print/custformprint.aspx?allsubgridspages=false&formi...



Thanks, – any update on the answers to our other questions?

On 30 May 2016 at 18:52, wrote:
Dear 

I can confirm that I have this email. You will receive a full reply to your questions 
tomorrow<x-apple-data-detectors://0> but I wanted to reply to three points this evening.

The team at the Commission have been dealing with this matter today. 
Tomorrow<x-apple-data-detectors://2>, when local authority staff are in the office, we 
will be contacting all authorities to make clear to them that if they are using images the 
same as, or similar to, the image used by Bristol City Council, they should ensure that 
these are changed before any further postal votes are distributed.

I can confirm that no local authorities will be using any guidance that is similar to this 
in polling stations. I will arrange for you to be sent copies of the notices that will appear 
in polling stations.

Finally I can confirm that the Electoral Commission did not see and approve use of this 
image, or any image similar to it.

Sent from my iPhone

On 30 May 2016, at 18:15, 

Could someone from the Electoral Commission please confirm that you have received 
this email and are acting on it?

On 30 May 2016 at 16:41, 
< >> wrote:
I see that is out of the office today, so am copying as 
per her out-of-office message.

On 30 May 2016 at 16:38, 
<
Dear 

We are extremely concerned to see that postal ballot packs have been sent out with 
guidance appearing<http://www.telegraph.co.uk/content/dam/news/2016/05/30/Leaflet-
xlarge_trans++tM3ZXxV42fQENILgObxjOFzt7SZsQQ7h3oKyATfgi0w.jpg> to advise 
electors to cast their vote for 'Remain'.

As well as the coverage this serious matter has already attracted in the national 
press<http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/05/29/voters-in-the-eu-referendum-told-to-
vote-for-remain-in-postal-vo/>, we have been contacted by many concerned voters. 
Judging by these messages, the error has not only occurred in Bristol City Council, but 
also Swale Borough Council and Hull City Council.
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I understand the Electoral Commission is looking into this matter, but could you tell us, 
as a matter of urgency:

 1.  How many local authorities have used this misleading design in their postal vote 
guidance?
 2.  Did the Electoral Commission see it and approve it before it was sent out?
 3.  How many electors have been sent postal vote ballot packs with this misleading 
guidance?
 4.  Has the Electoral Commission contacted all local authorities since this news broke to 
check that their guidance is more suitable?
 5.  What steps has the Electoral Commission taken so far to prevent any further ballot 
packs being issued with this flawed guidance?
 6.  Can you ensure that Bristol, Swale, Hull and other local authorities will not use this 
guidance on 23 June for people voting in person?

As you will know, the European Union Referendum (Conduct) Regulations 2016 permit 
the counting officer 'to add pictorial guidance as appropriate'. No reasonable counting 
officer could have thought an indication to vote remain was appropriate, so we are 
extremely concerned about this error and would appreciate a reply today.

Yours sincerely,

National Organiser, Vote Leave

T: 

www.voteleavetakecontrol.org<http://www.voteleavetakecontrol.org>

Regarding 2016-05-30 - - Vote Leave Misleading postal vote guidance
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Sent Date 31/05/2016 17:09

E-mail
From Cc  

To Bcc

Subject Re: Misleading postal vote guidance

Thanks, – any update on the answers to our other questions?

On 30 May 2016 at 18:52, wrote:
Dear 

I can confirm that I have this email. You will receive a full reply to your questions tomorrow<x-apple-data-
detectors://0> but I wanted to reply to three points this evening.

The team at the Commission have been dealing with this matter today. Tomorrow<x-apple-data-detectors://2>, when 
local authority staff are in the office, we will be contacting all authorities to make clear to them that if they are using 
images the same as, or similar to, the image used by Bristol City Council, they should ensure that these are changed 
before any further postal votes are distributed.

I can confirm that no local authorities will be using any guidance that is similar to this in polling stations. I will arrange 
for you to be sent copies of the notices that will appear in polling stations.

Finally I can confirm that the Electoral Commission did not see and approve use of this image, or any image similar to 
it.

Sent from my iPhone

On 30 May 2016, at 18:15, 
wrote:

Could someone from the Electoral Commission please confirm that you have received this email and are acting on it?

On 30 May 2016 at 16:41,  
wrote:

I see that  is out of the office today, so am copying as per her out-of-office message.

On 30 May 2016 at 16:38, 
wrote:

Dear 

We are extremely concerned to see that postal ballot packs have been sent out with guidance 
appearing<http://www.telegraph.co.uk/content/dam/news/2016/05/30/Leaflet-
xlarge_trans++tM3ZXxV42fQENILgObxjOFzt7SZsQQ7h3oKyATfgi0w.jpg> to advise electors to cast their vote for 
'Remain'.

As well as the coverage this serious matter has already attracted in the national 

E-mail
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press<http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/05/29/voters-in-the-eu-referendum-told-to-vote-for-remain-in-postal-
vo/>, we have been contacted by many concerned voters. Judging by these messages, the error has not only occurred 
in Bristol City Council, but also Swale Borough Council and Hull City Council.

I understand the Electoral Commission is looking into this matter, but could you tell us, as a matter of urgency:

  1.  How many local authorities have used this misleading design in their postal vote guidance?
  2.  Did the Electoral Commission see it and approve it before it was sent out?
  3.  How many electors have been sent postal vote ballot packs with this misleading guidance?
  4.  Has the Electoral Commission contacted all local authorities since this news broke to check that their guidance is 
more suitable?
  5.  What steps has the Electoral Commission taken so far to prevent any further ballot packs being issued with this 
flawed guidance?
  6.  Can you ensure that Bristol, Swale, Hull and other local authorities will not use this guidance on 23 June for 
people voting in person?

As you will know, the European Union Referendum (Conduct) Regulations 2016 permit the counting officer 'to add 
pictorial guidance as appropriate'. No reasonable counting officer could have thought an indication to vote remain 
was appropriate, so we are extremely concerned about this error and would appreciate a reply today.

Yours sincerely,

National Organiser, Vote Leave

T: 

www.voteleavetakecontrol.org<http://www.voteleavetakecontrol.org>
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Sent Date 30/05/2016 11:58

E-mail
From Cc

To Bcc

Subject Re: Scottish Parliament

Hi 

Sorry I have only just seen this. The best person would be who is our Scottish regional director. His email 
address is 

Many thanks,

On Thu, May 26, 2016 at 3:25 PM, wrote:

Hi 

The Scottish Parliament has approached us to obtain contact details for Vote 
Leave so they can write to you. Can I check if you would first of all be happy 
for me to share contact details with them and secondly who would be the 
best contact at Vote Leave?

Kind regards,

Guidance Adviser

Party and Election Finance

The Electoral Commission

3 Bunhill Row

London EC1Y 8YZ

E-mail

Re: Scottish Parliament
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Tel: 

Fax: 020 7271 0505

www.electoralcommission.org.uk

Make sure you are registered to vote

Follow us on Twitter

Putting Voters First

P Please consider the environment before printing this email.

-- 

We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our priorities 
like the NHS.

Website: www.voteleavetakecontrol.org
Twitter: @vote_leave
Facebook: voteleave
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Sent Date 27/05/2016 15:38

E-mail
From Cc

To
 

Bcc

Subject RE: Letter from The Electoral Commission CCM:0287038

Dear 

Thank you for your follow up emails and for confirming the information in your 
submission of the first pre-poll and your quick response to the letter. We 
apologise for any confusion caused. 

We are happy to proceed on this basis and we will look forward to receiving 
any additional information in the post-poll report. 

Kind regards,

Guidance Adviser
Party and Election Finance
The Electoral Commission
3 Bunhill Row
London EC1Y 8YZ
Tel: 
Fax: 020 7271 0505
www.electoralcommission.org.uk

Make sure you are registered to vote
Follow us on Twitter

Putting Voters First

P Please consider the environment before printing this email.

From:  
Sent: 27 May 2016 14:04
To: 

E-mail

RE: Letter from The El…
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Subject: Re: Letter from The Electoral Commission

is just following this up now after a quick conversation.

Thanks,

On Fri, May 27, 2016 at 2:00 PM, > 
wrote:

Please can I refer you to the covering email submitted with our pre-poll 1 report.

Kind regards

 

We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our priorities like the NHS.

On Fri, May 27, 2016 at 1:57 PM, 
wrote:
Dear 

Please find attached a letter from  Compliance Manager.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Kind regards,

Guidance Adviser
Party and Election Finance
The Electoral Commission
3 Bunhill Row
London EC1Y 8Y

Fax: 020 7271 0505
www.electoralcommission.org.uk

Make sure you are registered to vote
Follow us on Twitter
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Putting Voters First

P Please consider the environment before printing this email.

-- 

 

We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our priorities like the NHS.

Website: www.voteleavetakecontrol.org

Twitter: @vote_leave

Facebook: voteleave
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Sent Date 26/05/2016 17:29

E-mail
From Cc

; 

To Bcc

Subject RE: Postal vote

Dear 

Thank you for your email.

The directions set by the Chief Counting Officer (CCO) specify a window for 
the delivery of the first batch of postal votes. The direction states that 
Counting Officers must ensure that the first batch of UK-addressed postal 
votes is delivered between 27 May and 3 June. All Counting Officers have 
confirmed to us that they will meet this direction. Counting Officers and their 
teams will have also arranged subsequent issues of postal votes in the lead-up 
to polling day, with a final batch issued to electors on 16 June 2016. These 
batches will include those electors who applied for a postal vote after the print 
data was finalised for the first issue of postal votes, as well as those who apply 
close to the deadline for requesting a postal vote at the referendum (5pm on 8 
June).

We have been in contact with Aylesbury Vale and if would 
like to contact them on then they will be able to deal with their 
request. If the voters who write to you are concerned about the timing of the 
arrival of their postal vote, then they might also like to consider applying for a 
proxy vote so that someone they trust can vote on their behalf. 

Thank you for raising this to our attention but we are content that Aylesbury 
Vale are meeting the CCO’s direction.

Regards,

From:  
Sent: 25 May 2016 18:26
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: Fwd: Postal vote

E-mail

RE: Postal vote
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Dear 

Please see below: a lady has been in touch with us saying she has been advised by 
Aylesbury Vale District Council that they won't be issuing postal votes until 10 June – 
and she is consequently concerned that they will not reach her before she leaves the 
country.

Would you mind confirming with Aylesbury Vale District Council when they are 
sending out their postal votes and letting us know what response you get so that we can 
reply to her accordingly? As you know, we are concerned that some councils are not 
heeding the Electoral Commission's direction on postal votes.

Many thanks,

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: 
Date: 25 May 2016 at 15:33
Subject: Postal vote
To: info@voteleave.uk

My husband and I are going to register for a postal vote as we will be on holiday on 
election day.  However, this might not happen as the timing of issuing the postal 
applications is too inflexible!  We are going away on 14th June, the postal voting forms 
are not going to be issued by our local electoral office (which is Aylesbury Vale District 
Council) until 10th June.  They assure me they will be posted 1st class but that is no 
guarantee that we will receive them in time.  Aylesbury Vale tell me that I would not be 
permitted to go to the office to collect the postal vote.

Has this referendum been deliberately set for June when most of the grey haired voters 
will be away on holiday as they try to avoid school holidays.  I believe that it is mainly 
my generation that will vote leave as we remember how good Britain was before all this 
silly nonsense coming out of Brussels. When we joined the European Common Market it 
was for trade, I don’t remember voting for all these other rules to be imposed upon us.  
I firmly believe that you will lose a lot of votes by people being on holiday and not able 
to get a form in time.  For example, friends of ours go away on 11th June so they will 
miss out.

Yours faithfully,
one very annoyed voter, who will definitely be voting leave if I get the chance.

-- 

7th Floor, Westminster Tower
3 Albert Embankment
SE1 7SP
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We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our priorities like the NHS.

www.voteleavetakecontrol.org

Regarding Aylesbury Vale District Council
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Dear Ms Edwards, 
 
Please also find attached the letter to the Commissioner of the Police of the Metropolis as further supporting 
documentation. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
On 25 May 2016 at 15:04, > wrote: 
Dear Ms Edwards, 
 
Please find attached a letter from Dominic Cummings, Campaign Director of Vote Leave, regarding 
Ryanair and the European Union referendum. Please also find supporting evidence attached. 
 
I have also copied in Ryanair out of courtesy. 
 
I would appreciate it if you could acknowledge receipt of this letter. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
--  
Vote Leave 
7th Floor, Westminster Tower 
3 Albert Embankment 
SE1 7SP 
 
We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our priorities like the NHS. 
 
www.voteleavetakecontrol.org 
 
 
 
 
--  
Vote Leave 
7th Floor, Westminster Tower 
3 Albert Embankment 
SE1 7SP 
 
We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our priorities like the NHS. 
 
www.voteleavetakecontrol.org 



Sent Date 25/05/2016 14:21

E-mail
From PEF Inbox Cc

To Bcc

Subject RE: Nomination of PEF online administrator CCM:0237088

Dear 

Just to confirm that the account has been set up, and the automated email was 
sent to at 13:51.

From: PEF Inbox 
Sent: 25 May 2016 09:11
To: '
Subject: RE: Nomination of PEF online administrator

Dear ,

Thank you for sending this in – email is fine.

I have forwarded it to the PEF Online team here.  should 
receive an automated email to that email address once the account has been 
activated. 

If you have any further queries please get back in touch.

Kind regards,

Guidance Adviser
The Electoral Commission
3 Bunhill Row
London EC1Y 8Y

Fax: 020 7271 0505 
www.electoralcommission.org.uk

Make sure you are registered to vote

E-mail

RE: Nomination of PE…
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Follow us on Twitter

Putting Voters First

image001.jpg

Please consider the environment before printing this email

From:  
Sent: 24 May 2016 12:27
To: PEF Inbox
Subject: Nomination of PEF online administrator

Dear Sir/Madam, 

Please find attached a copy of our form nominating as the Online administrator for Vote 
Leave. We would like to start submitting our pre-poll reports online and so we are going to be registering to use 
the online PEF system. 

The form has been signed in hard copy and I am emailing it to you as we do not have a faxing facility. Is this 
acceptable or would you like me to post the form in?

Kind regards, 

-- 

Ground Campaign Assistant, Vote Leave

T: 

We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our priorities like the NHS.

Website: www.voteleavetakecontrol.org

Twitter: @vote_leave

Facebook: voteleave

Regarding

Owner

Keywords
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Dear  
  
Please find attached a letter from Bob Posner to Dominic Cummings dated 24 May 2016. 
  
Kind regards, 
 

  

Guidance Adviser 
Party and Election Finance 
The Electoral Commission 
3 Bunhill Row 
London EC1Y 8YZ 

 
Fax: 020 7271 0505 
www.electoralcommission.org.uk 
  
Make sure you are registered to vote  
Follow us on Twitter 
  
Putting Voters First 
  
P   Please consider the environment before printing this email. 
  
  
  
From:  
Sent: 23 May 2016 09:49 
To: Bob Posner 
Cc: 
Subject: Re: URGENT: Prime Minister's participation in EU Referendum Debate 
  
Dear  
  
Please find attached a letter from Dominic Cummings in response to Mr Posner's letter dated 20th May 2016. 
  
We look forward to receiving your reply. 
  
Best wishes, 
  

 
  
--  

Operations Director, Vote Leave 
  



2

 
  
We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our priorities like the NHS. 
  
Website: www.voteleavetakecontrol.org 
Twitter: @vote_leave 
Facebook: voteleave 



Sent Date 27/06/2016 13:34

E-mail
From Cc

To Bcc

Subject Re: EC review / audit

Dear 

Thank you.  It would also be helpful if you might let us know what you expect it to involve.

Many thanks

We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our priorities 
like the NHS.

On Mon, Jun 27, 2016 at 1:33 PM,  wrote:

Dear 

Thank you for your email. I am chasing a timeframe for this now. I will get back to you as soon as possible.

Kind regards,

Party and Election Finance

The Electoral Commission

3 Bunhill Row

London EC1Y 8YZ

Fax: 020 7271 0505

E-mail

Re: EC review / audit
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www.electoralcommission.org.uk

Make sure you are registered to vote

Follow us on Twitter

Putting Voters First

P Please consider the environment before printing this email.

From: 
Sent: 27 June 2016 13:31
To: 
Subject: EC review / audit

Dear

I had understood when we intially met, that the EC was to conduct it's own audit or review of our procedures.

Please could you let us know your projected timeframe for this?

Many thanks

 

We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our 
priorities like the NHS.

Regarding

Owner

Keywords

Duration Priority Normal
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Sent Date 24/05/2016 10:59

E-mail
From Cc

To Bcc

Subject Re: FW: Electoral Commission - urgent CCM:0054038

Dear 

We are absolutely confident that these leaflets were not delivered by Vote Leave activists. The only 
copies printed without a full imprint were sent directly to Royal Mail for distribution via their door-to-
door service before the regulated period, so there is no way Vote Leave activists could have obtained 
these leaflets to deliver. There is nothing therefore to investigate. Our activists simply cannot deliver 
something they do not physically have.

All I can suggest is that Remain activists or time-wasters have saved the leaflets to pretend to deliver 
them in the regulated period and make this spurious complaint.

Best wishes,

On Tue, May 24, 2016 at 9:28 AM, wrote:

Dear Ms 

Thank you for your prompt response to my enquiry.  I appreciate that the Commission has raised the matter of 
un-imprinted Facts leaflets with Vote Leave before and that you have been co-operative and transparent in 
providing the information requested. You will know no doubt understand our concerns as the regulator and I 
trust that you will continue to help with our enquiries into this matter.  

While we have not formed an opinion about who is responsible, the fact remains that we have received recent 
complaints about un-imprinted Facts leaflets being delivered in various parts of the country including the West 
Midlands, Amersham, Hertfordshire, the London area and specifically London E12 - I am unable to provide you 
with more precise locations.  Can you please let me know what steps Vote Leave will take to find out whether any 
of its activists have been distributing the leaflet and what action Vote Leave will take if it transpires that activist 
have been delivering the leaflets. Please reply no later than 1pm on Friday 27 May 2016.

I look forwards to hearing from you.

Regard 

E-mail

Re: FW: Electoral Co…
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From: 
Sent: 19 May 2016 09:57
To:

Subject: Re: FW: Electoral Commission - urgent

Dear 

I must say I am not happy about this. Our last reply was explicit that we are not distributing leaflets without an imprint 
so I am not sure why we are having to go through this all again.

Nevertheless, can I be very clear again, this is not us. 

We laid out very clearly in our previous reply that we printed a set number for the Royal Mail to send out. These were 
all delivered by the Royal Mail on time and we have their commitment on this. You can refer to the previous 
correspondence for further information.

Unless Royal Mail postmen have saved these deliberately and then sent them out late, or someone not on our side has 
saved them up and then gone and hand delivered them to doors or indeed individuals have saved the copy they were 
sent before the 15th April and then sent it to you as a complaint, it is impossible for it to be us. 

We have never distributed these leaflets to our activists to hand deliver. 

We do have new versions of this leaflet with imprints which are in circulation.

I cannot give you with any other information unless I am provided with the street name and town that these 
complaints are coming from.

I have copied this email to our responsible person, our 
National Organiser and as he is our point person in the EC. 

Yours sincerely,

On Thu, May 19, 2016 at 9:32 AM, wrote:

Ms 

I omitted the attachments in my earlier email.
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From:  
Sent: 19 May 2016 09:28
To: '
Subject: Electoral Commission - urgent
Importance: High

Dear Ms ,

Leaflets -‘The UK and the European Union: the Facts’

On 22 April you provided assurance to the Commission that the only 
scheduled dates for postal delivery of leaflets -‘The UK and the 
European Union: the Facts’ – had been 4 and 9 April, and secondly that 
Vote Leave activists on the ground were not and had not previously 
delivered these leaflets.

The Commission has received a numbers of complaints in the last 
week that ‘The UK and the European Union: the Facts’ leaflets were 
delivered to addresses in London and Hertfordshire. While we have no 
specific information about the mode of delivery for the London leaflets, 
it appears that the Hertfordshire leaflets may have been hand delivered 
by activists. I have attached a copy of a leaflet delivered in 
Hertfordshire on 10 or 11 May. The leaflet appears to be the same as 
the ones that were delivered by the Royal Mail at the beginning of April. 

As you are aware campaigners must include the  names and addresses of 
the printer and promoter on printed referendum material that is made 
available to the public  during the referendum period to show who is 
responsible for its production  Further, that certain breaches  and offences 
relate to printed referendum material that do not include the requisite 
imprint.

Would you please provide the following:

:

� what, if any, explanation you have in regards to the recent 
distribution of the un- imprinted leaflets and,
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� what steps Vote Leave will take to ensure that this potential breach 
ceases with immediate effect

� What steps Vote Leave will take to make sure that the potential 
breach will not continue or re-emerge? 

Please reply no later than 2pm on Monday 23 May 2016. Once I 
have received your response the Commission will decide whether 
further action is necessary. 

Regards

Party and Election Finance

The Electoral Commission

3 Bunhill Row

London

EC1Y 8YZ

Tel: 

Fax: 020 7271 0665

www.electoralcommission.org.uk

www.aboutmyvote.co.uk

Putting voters first

cid:image003.jpg@01D1AD2C.FACDE9A0

� Please consider the environment before printing this email.
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-- 

T: 

We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our 
priorities like the NHS.

Website: www.voteleavetakecontrol.org
Twitter: @vote_leave
Facebook: voteleave

-- 

Operations Director, Vote Leave

T: 

We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our priorities 
like the NHS.

Website: www.voteleavetakecontrol.org
Twitter: @vote_leave
Facebook: voteleave

Regarding
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Sent Date 23/05/2016 09:49

E-mail
From Cc

To Bcc

Subject Re: URGENT: Prime Minister's participation in EU Referendum Debate

Dear 

Please find attached a letter from Dominic Cummings in response to Mr Posner's letter dated 20th May 
2016.

We look forward to receiving your reply.

Best wishes,

-- 

Operations Director, Vote Leave

T: 

We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our priorities 
like the NHS.

Website: www.voteleavetakecontrol.org
Twitter: @vote_leave
Facebook: voteleave

Regarding

Owner

Keywords
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Category Sub-Category

PEF Directorate Categories

PEF Parent Category PEF Category
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Re: URGENT: Prime…
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Sent Date 20/05/2016 15:40

E-mail
From Cc

To  Bcc

Subject RE: Some questions in relation to campaign expenditure

Dear 

Thanks for your email and apologies for the delay in our response. 

Before addressing your specific queries, I thought it would be helpful to set 
out the Commission’s general position on apportioning overheads in relation 
to referendum spending.

Campaigners are only required to report a relevant proportion of overheads 
that are incurred in respect of the list of referendum campaign activities set out 
in in our guidance (p. 6) and which are summarised from the list of regulated 
matters in schedule 13 of PPERA. With regards to general overheads and 
running costs, we consider that only an appropriate proportion of the rental 
costs of an office (to the extent that the space is being used to plan, coordinate 
or carry out referendum activities), electricity and telephone/internet costs are 
sufficiently connected with spending on these listed referendum activities to 
count against the spending limit and require reporting. 

When considering your overheads and running costs, you should make a 
reasonable assessment based on the facts in each particular case as to 
whether they have been incurred in respect of these referendum activities. It is 
appropriate for campaigners to split the costs of overheads where they have 
been used both before and during the regulated period, or where the overhead 
covers both referendum and non-referendum specific activities. You are not 
required to report the costs of overheads that are incidental to referendum 
activities.

Turning to your specific questions:

1. As described above, the costs of premises and equipment - where they 
have been incurred in respect of regulated referendum campaign activities - 
will constitute referendum spending. You should make an honest 
assessment of the amount you have spent based on the facts. Your 
assessment should consider the extent to which the premises and 
equipment have been used in respect of referendum campaign activities 

E-mail

RE: Some questions i…
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during the regulated period. For audit purposes, we recommend that you 
keep a record of how you made your assessment. 

2. If you are supplying material to other campaigners without having a co-
ordinated plan or agreement then the material is likely to be a donation from 
you to the other campaigner. If the donation is over £500 it will reportable 
by the other campaigner. You would not need to report the cost of the 
material in your spending return unless you use the material yourself.

3. Only costs that are incurred in respect of referendum activities will count 
against your spending limit and require reporting after the referendum. We 
agree that in most cases the costs you refer to as being related to 
‘governance’ (such as HR support for your staff, accountancy fees and 
legal advice in respect of compliance with PPERA) will not constitute 
referendum expenditure as they are not being incurred in respect of 
regulated referendum activities.  

4. If the events are intended to, or are otherwise in connection with, promoting 
or bringing about a particular outcome in the referendum then the full cost 
of the event would be reportable. 

5. When you are uploading invoices and receipts to PEF Online you can only 
upload PDFs.

I hope the above is helpful to you. If you do have any further questions, please 
let me know.

Guidance Adviser
Party and Election Finance
The Electoral Commission
3 Bunhill Row
London EC1Y 8YZ

Fax: 020 7271 0505
www.electoralcommission.org.uk

Make sure you are registered to vote
Follow us on Twitter

Putting Voters First

P Please consider the environment before printing this email.

From:  
Sent: 12 May 2016 12:33
To:

Subject: Re: Some questions in relation to campaign expenditure

Dear 
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We were hoping for a response to our questions of two weeks ago.  The law and guidance in this area are far 
from unambiguous.  As a result and in the interests of transparency, we note below the ways in which we are 
treating certain items.  If you do not agree our approach, please advise us as soon as possible since it affects the 
calculation of our reportable spending and hence our ability to remain within our expenditure limit. 

1. Capital assets by which I mean fit out costs for our premises at Westminster Tower and computer hardware.  
We are applying a straight-line depreciation cost to set against campaign expenses on the basis that if it is 
acceptable for tax and accounting purposes it should be considered fair and reasonable by the Commission.  
This is a question we raised 2 weeks ago now.  We consider the reportable cost to be the fraction of the useful 
life of the asset falling between 15 April and 23 June inclusive in line with recognised accounting standards.

2. A question which has been raised repeatedly now is that in relation to events which Vote Leave has not 
organised, is not involved in anyway in co-ordinating but for which it is requested to provide branded materials 
such as banners and flags.  We provided an example previously in relation to the flotilla.  Other examples are 
events organised by University groups for which we are asked to provide speakers or branded materials. 
Where this is the case and we do so, we are treating these events as independent events and not campaign 
events on the basis that we have not co-ordinated, organised or collaborated in relation to the event.  Your 
guidance already accepts that the mere provision of a speaker does not convert something to a Vote Leave 
event.  The cost of any materials provided would be treated as campaign expenditure in any event, but the mere 
provision of such materials to a third party does not of itself constitute "working together".  

3. Any costs associated with the governance of Vote Leave Ltd we are not treating as campaign expenditure.  
Cost relating to legal, accounting, payroll, HR or advice in relation to compliance with governing law or 
regulation is not to be treated as campaign expenditure.  Similarly, the post campaign audit.  None of these 
costs are spent in trying to persuade the electorate in how to vote and so cannot constitute "referendum 
expenses" as defined in PPERA s.11. 

4.  Although to date we have done so in relation to events in the control period, we do not consider that costs 
associated exclusively with fundraising activities such as dinners and briefings for our high value donors should 
be treated as campaign expenditure.  These are decided individuals and such events are not designed to 
persuade people how to vote.  However, where costs are associated with crowd funding emails which also have 
campaigning content, they should be treated as campaign expenditure.

5. To reiterate the question of two weeks ago, please confirm the types of documents which may be uploaded to 
PEF online.

We would appreciate your prompt confirmation.

Kind regards,

 

We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our priorities like the NHS.

On Fri, Apr 29, 2016 at 4:00 PM,  > 
wrote:
Dear 
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has passed your email to me. We will respond next week.

Kind regards,

Guidance Adviser
Party and Election Finance
The Electoral Commission
3 Bunhill Row
London EC1Y 8YZ

Fax: 020 7271 0505
www.electoralcommission.org.uk

Make sure you are registered to vote
Follow us on Twitter

Putting Voters First

P Please consider the environment before printing this email.

From:  
Sent: 29 April 2016 15:19
To: Louise Edwards
Cc: 
Subject: Some questions in relation to campaign expenditure

Dear 

Thank you for your offer of assistance in relation to the above.

We have the following questions:

1. Capital assets used during the campaign.  At the moment we are apportioning as to daily use the cost of our 
capital assets and equipment in relation to controlled expenditure.  The calculation we are using is a simple 
days in the campaign control period/ total days since purchase until 23 June.  However, surely the control cost 
should be less than this and we should apply a depreciation value as the assets will be used or have a sale value 
after the campaign?

2. How should we value the auction prize of "Wiff-waff with Boris"?  Having read your guidance, we value it 
simply at the cost of the hire of the ping pong venue and equipment, his time being volunteered.  

3. We have been asked for branded material - flags etc. to adorn a flotilla of boats off Cornwall.  We are not 
involved in the organisation of the event but have been asked for branded material.  Our understanding is that 
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the provision of the boats etc. does not count towards our controlled spend on the basis that it is not an event 
that we have co-ordinated so our working assumption is that our cost is just the cost of the flags etc.

4. Please can you confirm the type of uploads that PEF online will accept.  

Kind regards and many thanks

We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our priorities like the NHS.
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Sent Date 20/05/2016 13:50

E-mail
From Cc

To Bcc

Subject FW: Letter in respect of a Downing Street meeting CCM:0311023

Dear 

Please find below an email sent to Vote Leave and copied to you. With 
apologies, your email address was entered incorrectly.

With regards

 
The Electoral Commission 
3 Bunhill Row
London, EC1Y 8YZ

www.electoralcommission.org.uk
www.aboutmyvote.co.uk

Putting voters first

image001.jpg

You can now register to vote online

Follow us on Twitter | Like us on Facebook | Read our Blog

We welcome correspondence in Welsh and English

E-mail

FW: Letter in respect…
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From:  
Sent: 20 May 2016 13:40
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: Letter in respect of a Downing Street meeting

For the attention of Mr D Cummings 

Dear 

Letter in respect of a Downing Street meeting

I write in response to your letter following a meeting that took place at 
Downing Street to discuss voter registration. When copying it to us you asked 
the Commission to consider its contents. We have done so and this letter sets 
out our response.  I have copied it to the company concerned. 

Undertaking activities aimed at encouraging individuals – regardless of 
whether focus is on a particular demographic – to register to vote is not in 
itself referendum campaigning. 

Referendum campaigning includes activities that are intended to, or otherwise 
in connection with, promoting or bringing about a particular outcome in the 
referendum.  We can see no credible evidence to support either the media 
speculation or your assertion that the activities planned by these companies 
as a result of the Downing Street meeting fall within this definition. 
Consequently issues of campaigner registration and the working together 
rules do not apply.

Whether section 125 of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 
2000 is engaged will depend on whether the companies carry out any activities 
aimed at encouraging people to vote by or on behalf of the Government. This 
will in turn depend on the arrangements in place in each case.

Should any of the companies which attended the Downing Street meeting 
decide to campaign in the referendum then the rules on referendum 
campaigning would apply. For the benefit of the company copied into this 
letter, guidance on those rules can be found on our website here: 
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/party-or-campaigner/campaigners-in-
referendums

Yours sincerely

 
The Electoral Commission 
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Sent Date 20/05/2016 13:49

E-mail
From Louise Edwards Cc

To Bcc

Subject FW: Letter in respect of a Downing Street meeting CCM:0311022

Dear 

Please find below an email sent to Vote Leave and copied to you. With 
apologies, your email address was entered incorrectly.

With regards

Louise Edwards

Louise Edwards
Head of Regulatory Compliance and Casework 
The Electoral Commission 
3 Bunhill Row
London, EC1Y 8YZ

www.electoralcommission.org.uk
www.aboutmyvote.co.uk

Putting voters first
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You can now register to vote online

Follow us on Twitter | Like us on Facebook | Read our Blog

We welcome correspondence in Welsh and English

E-mail

FW: Letter in respect…
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From: Louise Edwards 
Sent: 20 May 2016 13:40
To: '
Cc: 
Subject: Letter in respect of a Downing Street meeting

For the attention of Mr D Cummings 

Dear Mr 

Letter in respect of a Downing Street meeting

I write in response to your letter following a meeting that took place at 
Downing Street to discuss voter registration. When copying it to us you asked 
the Commission to consider its contents. We have done so and this letter sets 
out our response.  I have copied it to the company concerned. 

Undertaking activities aimed at encouraging individuals – regardless of 
whether focus is on a particular demographic – to register to vote is not in 
itself referendum campaigning. 

Referendum campaigning includes activities that are intended to, or otherwise 
in connection with, promoting or bringing about a particular outcome in the 
referendum.  We can see no credible evidence to support either the media 
speculation or your assertion that the activities planned by these companies 
as a result of the Downing Street meeting fall within this definition. 
Consequently issues of campaigner registration and the working together 
rules do not apply.

Whether section 125 of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 
2000 is engaged will depend on whether the companies carry out any activities 
aimed at encouraging people to vote by or on behalf of the Government. This 
will in turn depend on the arrangements in place in each case.

Should any of the companies which attended the Downing Street meeting 
decide to campaign in the referendum then the rules on referendum 
campaigning would apply. For the benefit of the company copied into this 
letter, guidance on those rules can be found on our website here: 
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/party-or-campaigner/campaigners-in-
referendums

Yours sincerely

Louise Edwards

Louise Edwards
Head of Regulatory Compliance and Casework 
The Electoral Commission 
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Sent Date 19/05/2016 14:42

E-mail
From Cc

; 

To PEF Inbox Bcc

Subject Fwd: Pre Poll Report 2

Dear Sirs, 

Please find attached the pre-poll 2 report for Vote Leave Ltd, PerPar3945 for the period 22 April - 12 
May. 

We have attached the pre-poll report in an xcel document.  We have deleted the sheets which were not 
required.  

The first sheet with signature of our responsible person has been attached in PDF. We are submitting 
hereby by email.

Please note the following:

1. One donation for £10,000 made to Business for Britain has been included in our report
2. One donor has donated over £7,500 cumulatively but over two poll periods and as per your 
guidelines, we have not included these donations. 
3. Donors acknowledged in pre-poll one who have donated further, but where the further donations 
are not singularly greater than £7,500 are not included. 
4. We have had no "transactions" as described in Section 3.  

Kind regards,

For and on behalf of our responsible person, David Alan Halsall copied to this note 

Regarding

Owner
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Sent Date 19/05/2016 10:07

E-mail
From Cc

; 

To Bcc

Subject Re: Electoral Commission - urgent

Meanwhile, we look forward to your reply to our questions about the Boeing 737 bearing the Remain campaign's slogan 
but no imprint. 

On 19 May 2016, at 09:56, wrote:

Dear 

I must say I am not happy about this. Our last reply was explicit that we are not distributing leaflets 
without an imprint so I am not sure why we are having to go through this all again.

Nevertheless, can I be very clear again, this is not us. 

We laid out very clearly in our previous reply that we printed a set number for the Royal Mail to send 
out. These were all delivered by the Royal Mail on time and we have their commitment on this. You can 
refer to the previous correspondence for further information.

Unless Royal Mail postmen have saved these deliberately and then sent them out late, or someone not 
on our side has saved them up and then gone and hand delivered them to doors or indeed individuals 
have saved the copy they were sent before the 15th April and then sent it to you as a complaint, it is 
impossible for it to be us. 

We have never distributed these leaflets to our activists to hand deliver. 

We do have new versions of this leaflet with imprints which are in circulation.

I cannot give you with any other information unless I am provided with the street name and town that 
these complaints are coming from.

I have copied this email to 
as he is our point person in the EC. 

Yours sincerely,

On Thu, May 19, 2016 at 9:32 AM, wrote:

Ms 

I omitted the attachments in my earlier email.

E-mail

Re: Electoral Commis…
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From:  
Sent: 19 May 2016 09:28
To: 
Subject: Electoral Commission - urgent
Importance: High

Dear ,

Leaflets -‘The UK and the European Union: the Facts’

On 22 April you provided assurance to the Commission that 
the only scheduled dates for postal delivery of leaflets -‘The 
UK and the European Union: the Facts’ – had been 4 and 9 
April, and secondly that Vote Leave activists on the ground 
were not and had not previously delivered these leaflets.

The Commission has received a numbers of complaints in the 
last week that ‘The UK and the European Union: the Facts’
leaflets were delivered to addresses in London and 
Hertfordshire. While we have no specific information about 
the mode of delivery for the London leaflets, it appears that 
the Hertfordshire leaflets may have been hand delivered by 
activists. I have attached a copy of a leaflet delivered in 
Hertfordshire on 10 or 11 May. The leaflet appears to be the 
same as the ones that were delivered by the Royal Mail at the 
beginning of April. 

As you are aware campaigners must include the  names and 
addresses of the printer and promoter on printed referendum 
material that is made available to the public  during the 
referendum period to show who is responsible for its 
production  Further, that certain breaches  and offences relate to 
printed referendum material that do not include the requisite 
imprint.
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Would you please provide the following:

:

� what, if any, explanation you have in regards to the recent 
distribution of the un- imprinted leaflets and,

� what steps Vote Leave will take to ensure that this 
potential breach ceases with immediate effect

� What steps Vote Leave will take to make sure that the 
potential breach will not continue or re-emerge? 

Please reply no later than 2pm on Monday 23 May 2016. 
Once I have received your response the Commission will 
decide whether further action is necessary. 

Regards

Senior Investigator

Party and Election Finance

The Electoral Commission

3 Bunhill Row

London

EC1Y 8YZ

Fax: 020 7271 0665

www.electoralcommission.org.uk

www.aboutmyvote.co.uk

Putting voters first

<image001.jpg>

� Please consider the environment before printing this email.
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-- 

We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on 
our priorities like the NHS.

Website: www.voteleavetakecontrol.org
Twitter: @vote_leave
Facebook: voteleave

Regarding Vote Leave Limited

Owner
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Sent Date 18/05/2016 16:00

E-mail
From Cc

To Bcc

Subject Re: Appointment of Agents

Thanks 

We will be submitting on time.

Best wishes,

On Wed, May 18, 2016 at 3:39 PM, wrote:

Dear 

As you know, each registered campaigner can appoint a referendum agent for each voting area in the UK and 
Gibraltar to attend the following referendum proceedings:

� the opening of postal votes (also the issue in Northern Ireland) 

� the poll 

� the count

The ‘responsible person’ of a registered campaigner (or a person authorised in writing by them) must notify the 
Counting Officer of the appointment by 12 noon on 31 May 2016. Do not miss this deadline if you intend to attend 
referendum proceedings. If a Counting Officer in a particular voting area is not notified of the appointment by the 
deadline, you will not be able to attend any of the key referendum proceedings in that voting area. Please note that 
the appointment of referendum agent must be notified on a voting area basis, i.e. not notified to the Regional 
Counting Officer, but the Counting Officer in each voting area.

Once appointed for a particular voting area, referendum agents can then appoint other agents to also attend the 
above proceedings in the voting area. 

For further information please see our guidance: Agents at the EU referendum

The form for the appointment of referendum agents is available here: Form for 
the appointment of referendum agents - EU referendum

You can find contact details for Counting Officers here: Contact details for 
Counting Officers and EROs - EU referendum

E-mail

Re: Appointment of …
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If you do have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Kind regards,

Guidance Adviser

Party and Election Finance

The Electoral Commission

3 Bunhill Row

London EC1Y 8YZ

Tel: 

Fax: 020 7271 0505

www.electoralcommission.org.uk

Make sure you are registered to vote

Follow us on Twitter

Putting Voters First

P Please consider the environment before printing this email.

-- 

T: 

We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our priorities 
like the NHS.

Website: www.voteleavetakecontrol.org
Twitter: @vote_leave
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Facebook: voteleave
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Sent Date 24/06/2016 15:12

E-mail
From Cc

To Bcc

Subject A048627 - Assessment Decision

Dear 

Please find attached a letter to you on behalf of Vote Leave Ltd in respect of 
the ‘Facts’ leaflet distributed without a full imprint.

In summary the Commission is taking no further action, on this occasion.

Yours Sincerely,

Casework and Investigations Team
Party and Election Finance
The Electoral Commission
3 Bunhill Row
London EC1Y 8YZ

Fax: 020 7271 0505 
www.electoralcommission.org.uk

Make sure you are registered to vote
Follow us on Twitter

Putting Voters First
image001.jpg

� Please consider the environment before printing this email.
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You can now register to vote online register to vote online

� Please consider the environment before printing this email.

PRIVACY AND CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE
This message is confidential and intended only for the person to whom it is addressed. It may 
contain privileged and confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient you must not 
read, copy, distribute, discuss or take any action in reliance upon it. If you have received this 
information in error, please destroy it and inform me as soon as possible. Thank you.

Regarding

Owner
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Sent Date 17/05/2016 16:10

E-mail
From Cc

To Bcc

Subject Re: Contact details for EROs etc

Thanks

On 17 May 2016 at 16:05, > wrote:

Dear 

You can submit the form at any point until the 31 May. 

Kind regards,

Guidance Adviser

Party and Election Finance

The Electoral Commission

3 Bunhill Row

London EC1Y 8YZ

Fax: 020 7271 0505

www.electoralcommission.org.uk

Make sure you are registered to vote

Follow us on Twitter

Putting Voters First

P Please consider the environment before printing this email.

E-mail

Re: Contact details fo…
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From: 
Sent: 17 May 2016 15:56
To: 
Subject: Re: Contact details for EROs etc

One quick further follow-up question: at what point can we start to submit our appointment forms for referendum 
agents?  Thanks

On 9 May 2016 at 11:47, wrote:

Thank you very much - exactly what I was after.

On 9 May 2016 at 11:33, wrote:

Dear 

Please find attached a list of contact details for ERO’s and CO’s. There is a separate tab with the relevant contact 
details for Gibraltar.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Kind regards,

Guidance Adviser

Party and Election Finance

The Electoral Commission

3 Bunhill Row

London EC1Y 8YZ

Fax: 020 7271 0505

www.electoralcommission.org.uk

Make sure you are registered to vote
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Follow us on Twitter

Putting Voters First

P Please consider the environment before printing this email.

From: 
Sent: 09 May 2016 09:49
To: 
Subject: Contact details for EROs etc

I'm firing these questions at you as I'm not sure quite who the appropriate person at the Commission is these days.  
My apologies if these do not fall within your area, and if so I should be most grateful if you could forward them to the 
appropriate colleague.

We will shortly be appointing our referendum agents and I have a number of questions:

(1) Does the Commission have a complete copy of email contacts for all the local authorities?  There was one during 
the AV Referendum in 2011 which both sides were allowed to use and if so, would it be possible to have a copy of the 
latest up to date version?

(2) Failing that, I could use the contact list we used for collecting the electoral registers, but then of course there is the 
problem with Scottish VJBs administering the registers for several councils (and in England, electoral registration is 
often a shared service these days).  Is it acceptable to email appointment forms for councils X, Y, Z to the one shared 
email?

(3) Who do we contact in regard to Gibraltar?

Thanks

-- 

T: 
www.voteleavetakecontrol.org

Promoted by Matthew Elliott on behalf of Vote Leave Limited, both of Westminster Tower, 3 Albert 
Embankment, London SE1 7SP
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Sent Date 17/05/2016 15:08

E-mail
From Cc

To Bcc

Subject Re: Accreditation to attend the Referendum Result Event in Manchester

Thanks 

On Tue, May 17, 2016 at 1:32 PM, wrote:

Dear  

Referendum on the UK's membership of the European Union: Referendum Result Event

As a designated lead campaigner for the upcoming referendum, members of Vote Leave Ltd are invited to attend 
the result event which will be held in Manchester Town Hall on 23 June 2016.

The Town Hall will be host for both the:

� North West of England regional collation and result declaration; and

� National count collation and result declaration

All attendees are required to register in advance to gain access to the venue on the night. The registration 
deadline is midnight on 26 May 2016.

Step one:    Go to https://www.eureferendumcountevent.org.uk

Step two:    In ‘Option 1’ enter your unique code: (this code is unique to Vote Leave Ltd 
and should not be shared outside of your organisation)

Step three: Complete your information and press submit to register.

Once you have registered you will receive a booking confirmation and password which will allow you to go back 
and review your details and make any amendments if required.

Closer to the event date you will be sent information by email on how and when to collect your pass, together 
with venue access information.

E-mail

Re: Accreditation to a…
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If you have any questions regarding completing your online application, please email 
or telephone 

Alternatively, if you have any other queries about the event please do feel free to contact us at: 
kmolloy@electoralcommission.org.uk or on 0207 271 0557.

There will also be regional count and collation events across England, with count venues also in place in 
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. You will need to contact the relevant region separately if you wish to 
attend these counts. 

Yours sincerely

Guidance Adviser

Party and Election Finance

The Electoral Commission

3 Bunhill Row

London EC1Y 8YZ

Tel: 

Fax: 020 7271 0505

www.electoralcommission.org.uk

Make sure you are registered to vote

Follow us on Twitter

Putting Voters First

P Please consider the environment before printing this email.

-- 

Operations Director, Vote Leave

We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our priorities 
like the NHS.

Website: www.voteleavetakecontrol.org
Twitter: @vote_leave
Facebook: voteleave
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Sent Date 13/05/2016 17:26

E-mail
From Cc

To Bcc

Subject Re: Vote Leave - Initial payment of £200,000

Dear 

Many thanks

We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our priorities 
like the NHS.

On Fri, May 13, 2016 at 4:29 PM, wrote:

Dear 

Thank you for your email.

I can confirm we have today, Friday 13 May, made a payment of £400,000 to Vote Leave Ltd for the remainder of 
the EU Referendum Grant, you should expect to receive the funds in your nominated bank account within three 
working days. This final payment now completes the total £600,000 eligible grant payable to a designated lead 
campaigner. 

Kind regards,

Finance Assistant

The Electoral Commission

3 Bunhill Row

London

EC1Y 8YZ

E-mail

Re: Vote Leave - Initi…
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Fax: 020 7271 0665

www.electoralcommission.org.uk

www.aboutmyvote.co.uk

Putting voters first

� Please consider the environment before printing this email.

From: 
Sent: 13 May 2016 12:49
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: Re: Vote Leave - Initial payment of £200,000

Dear 

Please can you let us know when payment will be made?

Kind regards,

 

We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our 
priorities like the NHS.

On Mon, May 9, 2016 at 3:39 PM, wrote:

Dear 
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Further to our telephone conversation this afternoon, I can confirm we have now received the outstanding grant 
claim forms which were delivered to us by Vote Leave on Friday 6 May. We will now process your claim in line 
with the grant terms and conditions. 

If you have any further queries please do not hesitate to contact me.

Kind regards,

Finance Assistant

The Electoral Commission

3 Bunhill Row

London

EC1Y 8YZ

Fax: 020 7271 0665

www.electoralcommission.org.uk

www.aboutmyvote.co.uk

Putting voters first

� Please consider the environment before printing this email.

From: 
Sent: 06 May 2016 16:20
To: '
Cc: 
Subject: RE: Vote Leave - Initial payment of £200,000

Dear  

The grant has to be paid according to the process set out in the grant the terms and condition, 
which the responsible person of your organisation agreed to follow when the grant was accepted 
by Vote Leave.  The process is not designed to be burdensome but is there to safeguard public 
money.
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I appreciate that you may have submitted several claim forms already but unfortunately these 
are inaccurate as they do not reflect the actual sums of money covered by each claim, or the 
relevant evidence for each claim. The two claim forms you have submitted are dated 18 and 20 
April. However, the dates on your two claim forms need to be dates after you made the 
payments to your suppliers, which are shown on your receipts as 22 and 25 April 2016.

We need you to submit two updated claim forms to reflect the actual amounts that you have 
spent to date and wish to claim, and the evidence that you have for each claim. Without these, 
we cannot release further payments.

The first claim form should be for £200,00 and this figure should be provided in Column C as 
‘amount paid’. You then need to detail the relevant evidence in column E: this should be the 
purchase order and invoice and also the receipt dated 22 April. The front of the claim form needs 
to be dated on or after 22 April 2016 (ie: after the date of the payment that you made to your 
supplier.)  You do not need to resubmit the actual invoice or receipt because we have those 
already, but you need to insert the relevant reference numbers in column F. This claim will cover 
the initial payment that has already been made to you.

The second claim form should contain two amounts adding up to a total of £400,000. The first 
amount, £200,000, should be provided in Column C as ‘amount paid’. You then need to list the 
receipt dated 25 April in column E and update column B and F. 

Another amount of £200,000 should appear on a separate line and should be inserted in Column 
D as ‘amount intended to incur’ and the evidence attached in column F should refer to the 
invoice you have already submitted showing the total £657,000 as we will use this to evidence 
the £200,000 . The front of that claim form needs to be dated on or after 25 April 2016 (ie: after 
the date of the second payment that you made to your supplier.)  

I appreciate that you may feel this is simply a repeat of what you have already submitted, but as 
stated, the earlier claim forms are not inaccurate and it is important that , that in line with our 
terms and conditions, we have accurate records of how the grant has been administered.

Kind regards,

Finance Assistant

The Electoral Commission

3 Bunhill Row

London

EC1Y 8YZ

Tel:  
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Fax: 020 7271 0665

www.electoralcommission.org.uk

www.aboutmyvote.co.uk

Putting voters first

� Please consider the environment before printing this email.

From: 
Sent: 06 May 2016 14:32
To:

Subject: Re: Vote Leave - Initial payment of £200,000

Dear  

We have made a claim for £200,000 and have given you now 2 receipts - one each for £200,000.  

We have made a claim for the remaining £400,000 to cover the remainder of the paper cost for the referendum 
address.  You have the invoice from our supplier.  

Your additional query will absorb more time to answer and as far as I can see is completely irrelevant.  In any event, I 
cannot see any inconsistency of any substance in what you point out.  We have sent you all of the required 
documentation and more, some of which we have had to ask our supplier to generate because it is not required either 
by them or us for accounting, tax or any purpose in law.  

Please release the payment - this is becoming Kafkaesque.

 

We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our 
priorities like the NHS.

On Fri, May 6, 2016 at 2:12 PM, 
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Dear 

Thank you for your email. 

I have emailed on Wednesday 4 May regarding the process for claiming the remainder (£400,000) of 
the grant, please see the original email attached. As you have now submitted the receipt for the initial payment of 
£200,000, for any further payments to be made from the remainder of the grant, we require the two outstanding 
separate claim forms to be submitted to the Commission: one for the initial payment of £200,000 and one for the 
second claim for £400,000, with the appropriate details required in the forms completed. At this time, there is no 
need to submit further additional evidence of spend with these claims, as the initial payment has already been 
evidenced as spent (by the 22 April receipt) and the second claim can be evidenced by the invoice for the full 
amount that you have already submitted along with the 25 April receipt for £200,000. (At a later date, you will 
need to submit a receipt to demonstrate how the final £200,000 was actually spent.)

Before we approve these claims and make any further payments, we have noticed a chronological inconsistency 
in the records and correspondence that have been submitted to the Commission regarding the grant. Having 
reviewed the receipts provided by Vote Leave to the Commission from your supplier, we have noticed the two 
payments for £200,000 each were made on 22 April and 25 April.  On 25th April,  , via email (also 
attached), queried why the grant administration process would potentially require Vote Leave to make a part-
payment to the supplier and provide us with a receipt for that payment. He stated that he did not wish to do this. 
The email mentions the need to pay your supplier in full in advance. However your receipt indicates that a part 
payment of £200k had already been made on 22 April. 

In light of the above, could you provide clarification between what we were informed on the 25th April and what 
Vote Leave has actually done in terms of the actual payments to the supplier and dates they were made.

Kind regards,

Finance Assistant

The Electoral Commission

3 Bunhill Row

London

EC1Y 8YZ

Tel:  

Fax: 020 7271 0665

www.electoralcommission.org.uk

www.aboutmyvote.co.uk

Putting voters first

� Please consider the environment before printing this email.
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From:  
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: Re: Vote Leave - Initial payment of £200,000

Dear 

Received with thanks.  Please find attached receipts from Howard Hunt/ Graft solutions for two separate payments of 
£200,000.  Please can you confirm that this allows you to release the remainder of the grant to us per our various 
claim forms.

Kind regards,

 

We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our 
priorities like the NHS.

On Thu, Apr 28, 2016 at 10:28 AM, < > wrote:

Dear 

Further to my email yesterday I can confirm the initial grant payment of £200,000 has now been made, and you 
should receive the funds into your nominated bank account within three working days.

Kind regards,
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Finance Assistant

The Electoral Commission

3 Bunhill Row

London

EC1Y 8YZ

Tel:  

Fax: 020 7271 0665

www.electoralcommission.org.uk

www.aboutmyvote.co.uk

Putting voters first

� Please consider the environment before printing this email.

From: 
Sent: 27 April 2016 17:26
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: Re: Vote Leave - Initial payment of £200,000

Thank you.

On Wed, Apr 27, 2016 at 3:19 PM,  wrote:

Dear 

We are currently processing the initial payment of £200,000 to Vote Leave for the EU Referendum Grant, I will 
write to you shortly once the payment has been made.

Kind regards,

Finance Assistant

The Electoral Commission

3 Bunhill Row
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London

EC1Y 8YZ

Fax: 020 7271 0665

www.electoralcommission.org.uk

www.aboutmyvote.co.uk

Putting voters first

� Please consider the environment before printing this email.

-- 

T: 

We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our 
priorities like the NHS.

Website: www.voteleavetakecontrol.org
Twitter: @vote_leave
Facebook: voteleave

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From:  >
To: "'
Cc: 
Date: Wed, 4 May 2016 12:44:31 +0100
Subject: EU Referendum Grant- Vote Leave claim for £400,000

Dear Mr 

Further to your phone call with Louise Edwards on Friday 29 April regarding how to claim the remaining 
£400,000 of the EU Referendum grant, we would request you do the following to ensure these funds are released 
to Vote Leave Ltd as soon as possible,

� We understand Vote Leave have received and spent the initial payment of £200,000, and you have a receipt 
to evidence this expenditure. Can we therefore request that you provide us this receipt as confirmation of how 
the £200,000 initial payment has been spent together with a claim form that details this amount accordingly (e.g. 
you should now make reference to the receipt as ‘evidence’ etc)

� You should also submit a separate claim form for the remaining £400,000 with the appropriate detail. Please 
make reference in your claim form to the supporting documentation, which will be the original invoice (which we 
already have) and the receipt for the part-payment of £200,000. 

� Please ensure you use a wet ink signature for the forms, which can then be scanned (preferably in colour) 
and sent to me via email.
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Once we receive all these documents, we will be able to process your claim.

Kind regards,

Finance Assistant

The Electoral Commission

3 Bunhill Row

London

EC1Y 8YZ

Tel:  

Fax: 020 7271 0665

www.electoralcommission.org.uk

www.aboutmyvote.co.uk

Putting voters first

� Please consider the environment before printing this email.

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From:

Cc: 
Date: Mon, 25 Apr 2016 15:53:23 +0100
Subject: Re: Vote Leave Ltd EU Referendum grant claim

Dear Mr 

Thank you for your reply - although we are having trouble following the argument you put.

Para 4.5 deals with the evidence required to support claims for grant monies using the Annex B form.  Para 4.5.1 (a) 
states that you require evidence "that the initial payment has been spent on Eligible Spending" and 4.5.1 (b) states "in 
ANY claim, that the sum has been OR IS INTENDED TO BE spent on Eligible Spending".

Para 4.6.1 then goes on to state that Eligible Spending "already spent" is evidenced by "receipts OR invoices".  In other 
words, an invoice (indicating a firm obligation by the campaign to pay a supplier) is an acceptable alternative to 
providing a receipt and by itself evidence that the initial grant has been "spent".

When we spoke on Tuesday last week I specifically checked with you whether a single Purchase Order could be used 
to evidence both an intial £200,000 claim and a subsequent £400,000 claim, and you agreed that it could.  In any event 
we have been able to provide you with the invoice for over £600,000 of what is clearly Eligible Spending - and for the 
avoidance of doubt provided two copies,one for each claim.  To our mind we have provided evidence within the 
wording required by Para 4.6.1 that we have "already spent" £600,000 because we have now incurred the obligation to 
pay at least this amount to our supplier.

I cannot see in the original terms the new condition you are asking us to meet.  You seem to be asking us to (a) 
underpay our supplier's invoice by only transferring £200,000; (b) ask our supplier to send us a receipt plus a second 
invoice reminding us that although we have paid £200,000 we still owe them over £400,000; (c) then claim the further 
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£400,000 from you.  This does not seem to be a very efficient process - especially since you do not dispute that the 
whole £600,000+ invoice covers Eligible Spending, and we are now committed to pay it in full (and potentially 
exposed to further costs for e.g. late payment) and our supplier wishes to be paid in full in advance.

I would ask you to reconsider the position you have taken and discuss it with your colleagues.  This is now becoming a 
matter of some urgency.

On 25 April 2016 at 11:42, wrote:

Dear 

Further to your submission on Wednesday 20 April of documents in support of Vote Leave Ltd’s claim for the EU 
Referendum grant, I can confirm the Commission has reviewed the details in relation to your claim and wishes to 
inform you of the following; 

1) In our terms and conditions (paragraph 4.4) we state that the initial payment of £200,000 must be ‘spent’ prior 
to us releasing any further funds. We consider the term ‘spent’ meaning the designated organisation no longer 
having possession of this amount, i.e. they haven’t just incurred that liability, they’ve actually paid out the 
money.

2) We understand paragraph 4.6.1 states that receipts or invoices are acceptable as evidence as sums already 
spent. However, we also say in 4.5.1  that the first claim must provide “details […] that show […] that the initial 
payment has been spent on Eligible Spending”.  This is to be supported by the documentary evidence (e.g. 
receipt or invoice) but isn’t limited to it – in other words, if the invoice doesn’t show that the payment has been 
made, something extra is needed to show that it has.  

We will ensure the initial payment of £200,000 is made, however any further claims to the grant will be 
conditional upon receipt of an updated invoice/receipt to show the initial payment of £200,000 being paid 
together with a claim form which would reflect this. Any claim for further amounts of the grant can be supported 
by an invoice to show the outstanding amount to be paid. 

If you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Kind regards,

Finance Assistant

The Electoral Commission

3 Bunhill Row

London

EC1Y 8YZ

Tel:  

Fax: 020 7271 0665

www.electoralcommission.org.uk

www.aboutmyvote.co.uk
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Sent Date 12/05/2016 16:25

E-mail
From Cc

To Bcc

Subject RE: British Museum

Dear Mr 

Thank you for your email.

We are aware of the event that took place at the British Museum on 9 May 2016 
and are continuing to actively monitor spending undertaken by all registered 
campaigners on referendum campaigning. We do not regulate decisions taken 
by public bodies in relation to the spending of public finances.

As you will appreciate, we get many queries from members of the public and 
the press about high profile campaigning events.  It would help us both to 
respond to such queries and to inform our compliance monitoring if you would 
let us know no later than 18 May 2016:

- the details of all future events planned by Vote Leave; and

- the details of individuals who will be speaking at future Vote Leave 
events.

If you have any further questions, or require any further clarification please do 
not hesitate to contact the party and election finance advice line on 0333 103 
1928 or e-mail at pef@electoralcommission.org.uk.

Kind regards,

Guidance Adviser
Party and Election Finance
The Electoral Commission
3 Bunhill Row
London EC1Y 8YZ
Tel: 

E-mail

RE: British Museum
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Immediate release

David Miliband says Britain is stronger in Europe

Former Foreign Secretary, David Miliband speaking today, Monday 9th 
May set out why he believes Britain is stronger in Europe. 

Mr Miliband introduced the Prime Minister, David Cameron, who spoke at 

Fax: 020 7271 0505
www.electoralcommission.org.uk

Make sure you are registered to vote
Follow us on Twitter

Putting Voters First

P Please consider the environment before printing this email.

From:  
Sent: 09 May 2016 17:40
To: 
Cc: info_inbox
Subject: Re: British Museum

Hi  

Thanks for your emails and your clarification. 

I note that David Miliband, a political champion of Britain Stronger in Europe 
campaign (BSE), spoke at the event to introduce the Prime Minister. His comments 
were then press released by the BSE campaign (see below). 

This would appear to contravene your statement that  'The government estate should 
not be used for visits and events that are organised by the designated campaign groups.' 

David Miliband and BSE's apparent presence at the event also would create questions 
of whether some of the expenditure for the event should be considered as campaign 
expenditure. For that reason I am copying in the Electoral Commission. 

Best, 
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the British Museum where he made the patriotic case for Britain to remain 
in the European Union, saying that leaving the EU could put our stability 
and security at risk. 

Mr Miliband said a vote to leave Europe would weaken global institutions 
that Britain has worked to build. 

David Miliband's speech can be seen below. 

Full text:

Good morning.  Welcome to this discussion of how Britain's role in the 
world will be affected by the decision we all have to make on June 23rd

I am here today in a personal capacity for a very simple reason: I believe 
profoundly and to my core that Britain risks a gratuitous and dangerous 
act of political self-harm on June 23rd.  Withdrawal from the European 
Union would damage this country, weaken our allies and embolden our 
enemies.  It is causing alarm from Washington to Canberra to Delhi to 
Berlin precisely because it would be an unprecedented breach in the 
shared purpose and shared institutions that have bound together 
western, democratic countries since the Second World War.

My concern today is not what other nations think, or how it would affect 
them.  I am here because of how it will affect Britain.

I have seen the exercise of power at international level.  I am under no 
illusion about the changing shape of global political power over the last 
fifty years, or some of the trends of the next fifty.  But I know that Britain 
is still able to make things happen, from diplomacy to the environment to 
development, in increasing part because we are members of the 
European Union.  And I want those things to happen because they are 
good for Britain as well as good for the wider world.

Europe is the way an increasing number of vital British interests are 
fulfilled in the world today.  And where they are unfulfilled, in respect of 
dealings with Russia or intelligence sharing across Europe or 
engagement in North Africa, it is not because there is too much Europe 
but because there is too little.

Britain has a massive interest in a good trade deal with the US.  That can 
only be achieved through the EU.

Britain stands to gain from peace in the Balkans.  The anchor of the EU is 
the biggest source of stability in the Balkans today.

Britain has a huge interest in global emissions reductions.  We have in 
various ways led on that issue.  That can only be negotiated through the 
EU.

Britain gains when the heft of 28 countries is brought together on big 
international security and diplomatic issues.  And remember - all foreign 
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policy decisions in the EU give every country a veto, so it is unfounded to 
argue there is a loss of control.  This cooperation is all upside.

It is true that we are also members of NATO, the UN Security Council and 
the Commonwealth.  But we are stronger in those institutions by being in 
the EU.  I have seen it for myself.  We were able to give support to 
countries in Eastern Europe that was economic as well as military.  Inside 
the EU we were able to lead the opening of negotiations with Iran over its 
nuclear programme that turned into a UN agreement.  Inside the EU we 
have leverage for the benefit of Commonwealth partners that is valuable 
to them and to us. 

For these reasons, the geopolitical case for Britain to remain a member of 
the EU is overwhelming.  It is about power and influence, and the 
interests and values they project, in a world that is changing fast.

I know some people will say that the polls show that foreign policy is not 
top of mind in this campaign.  None of us would pretend that the issue of 
Britain's strength in the world trumps the strength of the British economy 
as an issue in this campaign.  But I do contend that British people know 
in their bones that the benefits of global cooperation require engagement 
in setting the rules. And I would argue something more: British people 
will not vote for a weaker Britain.  

Over the last generation, governments of both parties have shown how 
Britain's membership of the EU can be used to make life better - more 
secure, more prosperous - for people here in the UK. And those same 
governments have shown how Britain can get reform of the EU that is in 
our interest, in the European interest and in the global interest.  It is 
actually an important national success story.  Europe works better, and 
works better for Britain, thanks to the efforts of British engagement.  And 
we have a huge amount to gain from the next steps of European reform, 
from energy to the single market to security.

That is why I say that withdrawal from the EU would be the greatest 
voluntary renunciation of political power by any country in peacetime 
history. And that is why the Project Fantasy of a strong Britain outside 
the EU needs to be exposed.  It is just a fantasy to believe that Britain will 
negotiate trade deals on its own terms, lead on climate change or protect 
ourselves from instability in the neighborhood outside the EU.

It is a mark of the stakes on June 23rd that David Cameron and I have 
come together today.  I am sure it will be easy to poke fun at our unusual 
and temporary alliance.  But actually it is a sobering reflection of what is 
at issue.  There is a centre-left case for Britain's membership of the EU.  
There is a centre-right case for Britain's membership.  Together they add 
up to a compelling national case, and they need to be brought together in 
a way that is positive, patriotic and effective.

Together, we believe that Britain will be stronger, and the global 
institutions on which we depend will be stronger, if we vote to stay in the 
EU.  And that calls for conventional political divides to be put aside in the 
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national interest.  One of the things people dislike about politics is when 
people refuse to work together even though they agree.  So now is the 
time to come together, to spell out the facts, and settle the argument.  

On that basis, I would like to invite the Prime Minister to give his 
remarks.  Thank you very much. 

/ends. 

Contact:
0203 773 5104 / 0203 773 5102
press.strongerin.co.uk

Promoted by Will Straw on behalf of The In Campaign Ltd, a company incorporated in England & 
Wales under company registration #9641190 and whose registered address is at St Bride's House, 

Salisbury Square, London, EC4Y 8EH.

T: 
www.voteleavetakecontrol.org

We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our priorities like the NHS.

On Mon, May 9, 2016 at 5:08 PM,  wrote:
Dear 

Many thanks for your enquiry today.

In making this decision, the British Museum has followed the guidance issued by Cabinet 
Office. The event on Monday 9 May was organised by the Government not the Britain Stronger 
in Europe campaign. The event involved the Prime Minister coming to explain government 
policy. The guidance stipulates that as a public body the Museum should continue to support 
Ministers in the conduct of visits (or parts of visits) to carry out government business in the 
normal way. The government estate should not be used for visits and events that are 
organised by the designated campaign groups.

Best wishes,

Communications
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The security classification for this message is OFFICIAL

The British Museum
Great Russell Street, London WC1B 3DG
Britishmuseum.org

For information and press releases click here

Press pack for the BP exhibition Sunken cities: Egypt’s lost worlds, 19 May – 27 
November 2016 available here 

Press pack for Sicily: culture and conquest, 21 April – 14 August 2016 available here

Regarding 2016-05-09 - - British Museum
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 19-Apr

14-Apr

 

1-Feb

 24-Feb

Sent Date 11/05/2016 11:41

E-mail
From Cc

To Bcc

Subject Vote Leave - Unreportable Donations

Dear 

Thank you for submitting your first pre-poll reports to us.

On close inspection the following donations appear to have been reported in error as 
they do meet the £7,500 threshold for reporting:

These have been removed from your report and will not be published.

Kind regards

E-mail

Vote Leave - Unrepor…
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Compliance
The Electoral Commission
3 Bunhill Row

www.electoralcommission.org.uk
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To Bcc

Subject RE: Request for postal voter data for the EU referendum

Just spoken with Hackney and the email has been received and passed on 
from the Chief Executive’s office to the relevant people in the electoral 
services team. I’m told they are acting on this as soon as they possible can.

From:  
Sent: 03 May 2016 12:22
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: Re: Request for postal voter data for the EU referendum

Thanks, - 

We've had no reply, and they've point blank refused to transfer our calls to the chief 
executive's office, so could you give them a call right away to make sure they've seen this 
and are acting on it, please?

Many thanks,

On 3 May 2016 at 12:20, Ben Brook < > wrote:
Dear 

Dropping you a quick line to acknowledge your email. 

Sorry that you’ve not heard from Hackney, despite reminders from both 
yourselves and from us. Do let me know if the email below does not get you 
the information you need.

Regards,

E-mail

RE: Request for posta…
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Ben

Ben Brook
Head of Performance and English Regional Teams
The Electoral Commission
3 Bunhill Row
London EC1Y 8YZ
Tel: 
Mob: 07500 082 807
Fax: 0207 271 0505

www.electoralcommission.org.uk
www.aboutmyvote.co.uk

Tell us what you think of our website by taking part in our online survey

Putting voters first
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You can now register to vote online

Follow us on Twitter | Like us on Facebook | Read our Blog

From:  
Sent: 03 May 2016 11:17
To:

 
Subject: Request for postal voter data for the EU referendum

Dear 

I am writing from Vote Leave, the designated 'Leave' campaign for the EU referendum 
on 23 June.

The Electoral Commission appointed us as the designated Leave campaign on 19 April, 
and we have been trying since then to obtain from you the list of postal voters in 
Hackney to which we are entitled in law so that we can send a freepost referendum 
mailing to all postal voters in the borough.

We have been speaking to in Hackney's Electoral Services department, but 
he has told us that he is unable to help until he has completed other tasks relating to the 
London elections on 5 May. Whilst I appreciate that this is a very busy period for you, 
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our request is also pressing – the Electoral Commission has directed local authorities to 
dispatch postal votes so that they are delivered between 27 May and 3 June. 

This means that we really must have your postal vote data today in order to ensure that 
postal voters in Hackney receive their referendum freepost mailing from the designated 
Leave campaign.

I hoped to be able to speak to you directly about this problem, but your colleagues 
would not put me through to anyone in your office, so I am sending you this urgent 
email and copying in Jenny Watson, the Chairman of the Electoral Commission, to 
request a response – and hopefully the postal vote data – today.

Many thanks; yours sincerely,

M: 

www.voteleavetakecontrol.org

Regarding Vote Leave postal vote data - request to chase up Hackney

Owner
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Status Reason Received
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Sent Date 03/05/2016 12:05

E-mail
From Cc

To Bcc

Subject RE: Update on Postal Voters

Dear 

Thank you for sending the revised list through. I can confirm we have chased 
all of the councils on the list last week except for Northern Ireland. 

Kind regards,

Guidance Adviser
Party and Election Finance
The Electoral Commission
3 Bunhill Row
London EC1Y 8YZ

Fax: 020 7271 0505
www.electoralcommission.org.uk

Make sure you are registered to vote
Follow us on Twitter

Putting Voters First

P Please consider the environment before printing this email.

From:  
Sent: 30 April 2016 18:33
To: 
Subject: Update on Postal Voters

E-mail

RE: Update on Postal …
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Hi 

Given the delay in data our printer has extended our deadline to Tuesday but that is it. 
If we don't get the data for the councils below they the postal voters will not receive an 
address before they vote.

If you can help that would be great.

Thanks,

East Cambs - (orig req 23/2) never managed to speak to Electoral Services directly, 
repeatedly told by switchboard that they were unavailable/in a meeting but would get 
back to us asap.

East Herts - (no prior req) spoke to refused 
to move it up her 'to-do list', insisted on 5 working days notice.

Epsom & Ewell - Initial email request for postal voter data sent 27th April, followed up 
on the 28th with a phone call. Spoke to at the council - she said she 
couldn’t anything over because she was aware of a scam going around and had reported 
out email address to the EC. Wouldn’t send anything until they heard back from the 
EC. Passed on details of legislation and our registration on 29/04/16 but still not giving 
the data.

Guildford - (orig req 23/2) 
promised to send data on Friday when chased Friday AM but no response to chaser 
email. 4pm and all gone home when called at 16.45

Hackney - (orig req 4/3) Switchboard wouldn't pass call on, gave incorrect email 
address for person in electoral services  disconnected 
first call whilst on hold on Friday. 3rd call got passed up to call centre manager  

who was helpful. from Electoral Services called back (only 2 
weeks in the job, not his fault IMO, was helpful, said 
his colleague would try to process this evening. Follow-up email requesting notification 
if not possible to deliver data tonight, no response.

Maidstone - Tried over three days. We did finally manage to get through to someone 
who tried to put me through to the Head of Electoral Services,  As there 
was no answer I was given an her email address  and 
sent an email at 16:18, but received no response. I tried calling again later on her direct 
line (01622 602013) but the council had closed.

 - No initial request - called 27th April to ask. would call 
back. Called and emailed 29/04/16 to chase nothing received - no call back.

Wyre Forest - Emailed them and called - they were chased up by the EC. In email from 
Wyre Forest sent on Thursday, they said that the EC had said they shouldn’t provide 
the postal voters list without the ‘relevant form’ being submitted by us. This form has 
been submitted.  was the point of contact there: 

telephone number: 
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Northern Ireland - Need to fill out Electoral Commission form (being done now).  
 was the main point of contact throughout - 

telephone number.  wrote to saying we needed to appoint 
a Referendum Agent - 

-- 

We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our priorities like the NHS.

Website: www.voteleavetakecontrol.org

Twitter: @vote_leave

Facebook: voteleave

Regarding 2016-04-27 - - Councils electoral registers
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Sent Date 30/04/2016 15:05

E-mail
From Cc

To Bcc

Subject Re: Tweet about registering to vote.

Hi 

Yes Students for Britain, York are associated with us but we do not control their twitter account. I have to disagree that 
the tweet is misleading it is encouraging students to register to ensure they don't miss the vote, which I believe is an 
important message. It does not say that they get two votes, as obviously registering is very different from voting.

I have, however, passed on your email to the Students for Britain organisation and asked them to disseminate it 
amongst their groups.

Many thanks,

-- 

We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our priorities 
like the NHS.

Website: www.voteleavetakecontrol.org
Twitter: @vote_leave
Facebook: voteleave

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: 
Date: Mon, Apr 18, 2016 at 2:18 PM
Subject: Tweet about registering to vote.
To: 

Dear 

We have been contacted about a tweet sent by Students for Britain in York, which we understand is an organisation 
that is affiliated with yourselves.

E-mail

Re: Tweet about regis…
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The tweet was as follows:

‘Don't forget to register at BOTH your home and uni addresses for 23rd June #EURef. Every #VoteLeave will 
count’. The link is here. 

We are concerned that the above tweet could be misleading and could encourage students to inadvertently commit 
electoral fraud.

Students often live at two different addresses, one during term time and one during the holidays, and are entitled to 
register in respect of both addresses.

However, at a national election or referendum, a person who is registered to vote at more than one address would 
need to choose one address they wish to vote in respect of. The law does not allow a person to cast more than one 
vote at a national election or referendum. 

Voting more than once at a national election or referendum is an offence 
under section 61 of the RPA 1983, as applied and modified by Schedule 1, 
Part 2, rule 14 of the European Union Referendum (Conduct) Regulations 
2016.  As this offence is an illegal practice, someone found guilty of the 
offence England or Wales could be fined unlimited amount, and in Scotland 
up to £5,000.

Kind regards

Senior Advisor (Guidance)

Party and Election Finance

The Electoral Commission 

3 Bunhill Row

London, EC1Y 8YZ

Tel: 
Fax: 020 7271 0505 

www.electoralcommission.org.uk

www.aboutmyvote.co.uk

Putting voters first
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You can now register to vote online

Follow us on Twitter | Like us on Facebook | Read our Blog

 We welcome correspondence in Welsh and English

Regarding 2016-04-15 Tweet on voter registration
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------------------- Original Message ------------------- 
From: Louise Edwards 
Received: 29/04/2016 11:55 
To: 
Cc: David Alan Halsall;  
Subject: RE: Vote Leave and Labour Leave CCM:0311018 

Dear 
 
Thank you for this letter, and we note the contents. We don’t have any questions arising from it. 
 
For your information, Labour Leave are now listed on our public register as a permitted participant: 
http://search.electoralcommission.org.uk/English/Registrations/PerPar4144 
 
With regards 
 
Louise 
 
Louise Edwards 
Head of Regulatory Compliance and Casework  
The Electoral Commission  
3 Bunhill Row 
London, EC1Y 8YZ 

Fax: 020 7271 0505  
www.electoralcommission.org.uk 
www.aboutmyvote.co.uk 
 
Putting voters first 
 

The linked image cannot be displayed.  The file may have been moved, renamed, or deleted. Verify that the link points to the correct file and location.
The linked image cannot be displayed.  The file may have been moved, renamed, or deleted. Verify that the link points to the correct file and location.

 
 
You can now register to vote online 
 
Follow us on Twitter | Like us on Facebook | Read our Blog 
 

We welcome correspondence in Welsh and English 
 
 
 
From: Victoria Woodcock [mailto:victoria.woodcock@voteleave.uk]  
Sent: 28 April 2016 15:50 



2

To: Louise Edwards 
Cc: Alan Halsall;  
Subject: Vote Leave and Labour Leave 
 
Dear Louise, 
 
Please find attached a letter from Vote Leave's Chair Gisela Stuart MP. 
 
I have also copied this letter to our Responsible Person, Alan Halsall. 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions. 
 
Best wishes, 
 

 
 
 
--  

Operations Director, Vote Leave 
 

 
We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our priorities like the NHS. 
 
Website: www.voteleavetakecontrol.org 
Twitter: @vote_leave 
Facebook: voteleave 






Sent Date 22/06/2016 09:11

E-mail
From Cc

To Bcc

Subject Re: Signed

Dear 

Thank you.  I look forward to hearing from your colleagues.

On a separate matter, you were to come back to me with dates for a visit in relation to the expenditure report and audit.  
Most staff will leave Vote Leave as of 1 July. As things stand, my contract terminates on 23 July.  Please could you 
suggest some dates.  Diaries are relatively clear here post 23 June.

Kind regards,

We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our priorities 
like the NHS.

On Tue, Jun 21, 2016 at 1:53 PM, wrote:

Dear 

Thank you for sending though this letter.

We have deleted the donation as requested and this will take effect as of now. Separately colleagues will be in 
touch concerning the late return of the donation as per our Enforcement Policy.

If you have any further questions please let me know.

Kind regards,

E-mail

Re: Signed
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Party and Election Finance

The Electoral Commission

3 Bunhill Row

London EC1Y 8YZ

Fax: 020 7271 0505

www.electoralcommission.org.uk

Make sure you are registered to vote

Follow us on Twitter

Putting Voters First

P Please consider the environment before printing this email.

From: 
Sent: 20

Subject: Fwd: Signed

Dear Sirs,

Please find attached a letter from our responsible person, David Alan Halsall.

Kind regards,

Regarding

Owner

Keywords

Duration Priority Normal
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No E-Mail Attachment records are available in this view.
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Sent Date 28/04/2016 15:50

E-mail
From Cc

To Bcc

Subject Vote Leave and Labour Leave

Dear ,

Please find attached a letter from Vote Leave's Chair Gisela Stuart MP.

I have also copied this letter to our Responsible Person, Alan Halsall.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Best wishes,

-- 

We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our priorities 
like the NHS.

Website: www.voteleavetakecontrol.org
Twitter: @vote_leave
Facebook: voteleave

Regarding

Keywords

Duration Priority Normal

Due

Category Sub-Category

PEF Directorate Categories

PEF Parent Category PEF Category

E-mail

Vote Leave and Labo…
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Attachments
E-Mail Attachments Activity Attachment Associated View
File Name File Size (Bytes)

scanner@voteleave.uk_20160428_154646.pdf 349,233
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Sent Date 28/04/2016 10:59

E-mail
From Cc

To Bcc

Subject RE: councils to chase

Dear 

Thank you for confirming. 

My colleague who spoke to Newport yesterday said that they advised that they 
sent the full register on the 3 March at 12.33. They followed by sending the 
postal vote and oversea voters on the 7 March. If you still have not received 
the full register can you email from the  email and they will 
resend it. 

As well as the list below we have been in contact with Dover, South Hams and 
Rother.

Please let me know if there is anything else we can help with.

Kind regards,

Party and Election Finance
The Electoral Commission
3 Bunhill Row
London EC1Y 8YZ

Fax: 020 7271 0505
www.electoralcommission.org.uk

Make sure you are registered to vote
Follow us on Twitter

Putting Voters First

E-mail

RE: councils to chase
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P Please consider the environment before printing this email.

From:  
Sent: 27 April 2016 18:27
To: 
Subject: Re: councils to chase

Just to say thank you! York, Rossendale and Sefton have now come through. We checked on Newport 
following our conversation earlier and they have actually only sent us the Postal Vote and oversea voters. We 
are still missing the full electoral roll.

Thanks again,

On Mon, Apr 25, 2016 at 4:21 PM, 
< wrote:
Hi 

When we met with Jenny she mentioned that if we were having any trouble with 
obtaining electoral data that we could get in touch with you. This is the list that we are 
struggling to get the data from. Is there anything you can do to help?

Thanks,

MISSING

Charnwood 16 Failed to provide - electoral.services@charnwood.gov.uk
Forest Heath 22 Failed to provide - elections@forest-heath.gov.uk
Newport 94 Failed to provide (only a/p) - 
North Lanarkshire 34 Failed to provide - too small - ero@lanarkshire-vjb.gov.uk
Rossendale 17 Failed to provide - unusable - 
Sefton 32 Failed to provide - electors@sefton.gov.uk
South Lanarkshire 4 Failed to provide - too small - ero@lanarkshire-vjb.gov.uk
Wigan 7 Failed to provide (only one PD) - 
York 27 Failed to provide - electoral.services@york.gov.uk

-- 
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We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our priorities like the NHS.

Website: www.voteleavetakecontrol.org

Twitter: @vote_leave

Facebook: voteleave

-- 

We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our priorities like the NHS.

Website: www.voteleavetakecontrol.org

Twitter: @vote_leave

Facebook: voteleave

Regarding 2016-04-27 - - Councils electoral registers
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No E-Mail Attachment records are available in this view.
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Sent Date 27/04/2016 17:26

E-mail
From Cc

To Bcc

Subject Re: Vote Leave - Initial payment of £200,000

Thank you.

On Wed, Apr 27, 2016 at 3:19 PM, wrote:

Dear ,

We are currently processing the initial payment of £200,000 to Vote Leave for 
the EU Referendum Grant, I will write to you shortly once the payment has 
been made.

Kind regards,

Finance Assistant

The Electoral Commission

3 Bunhill Row

London

EC1Y 8YZ

Fax: 020 7271 0665

www.electoralcommission.org.uk

www.aboutmyvote.co.uk

Putting voters first

� Please consider the environment before printing this email.

E-mail

Re: Vote Leave - Initi…
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-- 

We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our priorities 
like the NHS.

Website: www.voteleavetakecontrol.org
Twitter: @vote_leave
Facebook: voteleave

Regarding

Owner

Keywords

Duration Priority Normal

Due

Category Sub-Category

PEF Directorate Categories

PEF Parent Category PEF Category

Attachments
E-Mail Attachments Activity Attachment Associated View
File Name File Size (Bytes)

No E-Mail Attachment records are available in this view.
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Sent Date 27/04/2016 15:52

E-mail
From Cc

To  Bcc

Subject RE: Donations and Loans follow up

Dear 

Thank you for your email.

As discussed in the meeting you are free to use the excel form, PEF Online or 
the XML. It is completely up to you. In the mean time we have attached an XML 
sheet with just the required fields highlighted in blue. 

The XML is there for larger organisations where adding individual donations or 
transactions on to PEF Online could be quite labour intensive. It allows us to 
receive the data and help you upload in one go. It is an option that you can 
choose to use in the future if you so wish. 

We have looked into your proposed valuation of trucks used in the campaign. 
You have suggested that you will report the costs of the trucks (supplied by 
the donor and of a higher value) as a donation and the equivalent market value 
of the trucks as the spending. I can confirm that this is an acceptable 
assessment of reporting.

If you are receiving a number of loans under £500 from the same source and it 
is an attempt to evade the reporting requirements then there are rules in 
PPERA in place to stop this. Regular subscribers paying monthly under £500 
would not fall into this category.

Finally, on your pre-poll reports, can you let us know about the nature of any 
non-monetary donations you receive? This would be if they were Travel, 
advertising, premises etc.

I hope the above is helpful to you. If you do have any further questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact the party and election finance advice line on 0333 
103 1928 or e-mail the party and election finance inbox at 
pef@electoralcommission.org.uk.

Kind regards,

E-mail

RE: Donations and Lo…
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Guidance Adviser
Party and Election Finance
The Electoral Commission
3 Bunhill Row
London EC1Y 8YZ

Fax: 020 7271 0505
www.electoralcommission.org.uk

Make sure you are registered to vote
Follow us on Twitter

Putting Voters First

P Please consider the environment before printing this email.

From: 
Sent: 27 April 2016 10:17
To:

 

Subject: Re: Donations and Loans follow up

Dear ,

We shall be using the form in excel provided and published by the Commission for 
reporting donations on line.  The attachment would appear to require a number of 
additional fields and if required should have been published earlier.  Going forward, we 
shall be using PEF online I hope - assuming it is up and ready for use.

Many thanks,

We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our priorities like the NHS.

On Tue, Apr 26, 2016 at 4:16 PM, > 
wrote:
Dear all,

Thank you for attending the training today. I hope you found it useful.
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As discussed at the training please find attached a template excel file to input 
data into for the pre-poll reporting. 

Please let me know if you are planning to use this and I can send across a 
separate declaration for the responsible person to sign. 

I will reply to you tomorrow on the follow up questions covering:

� Valuing the notional spending and donation of the trucks

� Aggregation of donations below £500

If you email in details of the auction prize we will respond on this point.

Please let me know if you have any further questions. I can be reached directly 
on 

Kind regards,

Guidance Adviser
Party and Election Finance
The Electoral Commission
3 Bunhill Row
London EC1Y 8YZ

Fax: 020 7271 0505
www.electoralcommission.org.uk

Make sure you are registered to vote
Follow us on Twitter

Putting Voters First

P Please consider the environment before printing this email.

Regarding 2016-04-27 - - pre-poll reporting

Owner
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Duration Priority Normal

Due
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Donations XML File.xlsx 39,093
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Sent Date 26/04/2016 09:35

E-mail
From Cc

To Bcc

Subject Permissibility of donor

Dear 

Thank you for your call earlier this morning.

You asked whether it was possible to receive a donation from an individual 
who did not appear on the electoral register for security purposes.

In special circumstances, people have an anonymous registration. If a donor is 
anonymously registered, you must provide a statement that you have seen 
evidence that the individual has an anonymous entry on the register.

If the individual is not registered on a UK electoral register at all then they 
would not be considered a permissible donor.

Further information on how to check the permissibility of donors is available 
on page 10 of our guidance on permissibility.

I hope the above is helpful to you. If you have any further questions, or require 
any further clarification please do not hesitate to contact the party and election 
finance advice line on 0333 103 1928 or e-mail at 
pef@electoralcommission.org.uk.

Kind regards

Guidance Adviser
The Electoral Commission
3 Bunhill Row
London
EC1Y 8YZ

Fax: 020 7271 0665
www.electoralcommission.org.uk
www.aboutmyvote.co.uk

Putting voters first

E-mail

Permissibility of donor
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� Please consider the environment before printing this email.

Regarding 2016-04-26- Donations from someone not on the electoral register

Owner
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No E-Mail Attachment records are available in this view.
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Sent Date 25/04/2016 15:53

E-mail
From

Bcc

Subject Re: Vote Leave Ltd EU Referendum grant claim

Dear 
Thank you for your reply - although we are having trouble following the argument you put.

Para 4.5 deals with the evidence required to support claims for grant monies using the Annex B form.  Para 4.5.1 (a) 
states that you require evidence "that the initial payment has been spent on Eligible Spending" and 4.5.1 (b) states "in 
ANY claim, that the sum has been OR IS INTENDED TO BE spent on Eligible Spending".

Para 4.6.1 then goes on to state that Eligible Spending "already spent" is evidenced by "receipts OR invoices".  In other 
words, an invoice (indicating a firm obligation by the campaign to pay a supplier) is an acceptable alternative to 
providing a receipt and by itself evidence that the initial grant has been "spent".

When we spoke on Tuesday last week I specifically checked with you whether a single Purchase Order could be used to 
evidence both an intial £200,000 claim and a subsequent £400,000 claim, and you agreed that it could.  In any event we 
have been able to provide you with the invoice for over £600,000 of what is clearly Eligible Spending - and for the 
avoidance of doubt provided two copies,one for each claim.  To our mind we have provided evidence within the wording 
required by Para 4.6.1 that we have "already spent" £600,000 because we have now incurred the obligation to pay at 
least this amount to our supplier.

I cannot see in the original terms the new condition you are asking us to meet.  You seem to be asking us to (a) 
underpay our supplier's invoice by only transferring £200,000; (b) ask our supplier to send us a receipt plus a second 
invoice reminding us that although we have paid £200,000 we still owe them over £400,000; (c) then claim the further 
£400,000 from you.  This does not seem to be a very efficient process - especially since you do not dispute that the 
whole £600,000+ invoice covers Eligible Spending, and we are now committed to pay it in full (and potentially exposed 
to further costs for e.g. late payment) and our supplier wishes to be paid in full in advance.

I would ask you to reconsider the position you have taken and discuss it with your colleagues.  This is now becoming a 
matter of some urgency.

On 25 April 2016 at 11:42, wrote:

Dear 

Further to your submission on Wednesday 20 April of documents in support 
of Vote Leave Ltd’s claim for the EU Referendum grant, I can confirm the 
Commission has reviewed the details in relation to your claim and wishes to 
inform you of the following; 

1) In our terms and conditions (paragraph 4.4) we state that the initial 
payment of £200,000 must be ‘spent’ prior to us releasing any further funds. 
We consider the term ‘spent’ meaning the designated organisation no longer 
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having possession of this amount, i.e. they haven’t just incurred that liability, 
they’ve actually paid out the money.

2) We understand paragraph 4.6.1 states that receipts or invoices are 
acceptable as evidence as sums already spent. However, we also say in 4.5.1 
 that the first claim must provide “details […] that show […] that the initial 
payment has been spent on Eligible Spending”.  This is to be supported by 
the documentary evidence (e.g. receipt or invoice) but isn’t limited to it – in 
other words, if the invoice doesn’t show that the payment has been made, 
something extra is needed to show that it has.  

We will ensure the initial payment of £200,000 is made, however any further 
claims to the grant will be conditional upon receipt of an updated 
invoice/receipt to show the initial payment of £200,000 being paid together 
with a claim form which would reflect this. Any claim for further amounts of 
the grant can be supported by an invoice to show the outstanding amount to 
be paid. 

If you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Kind regards,

Finance Assistant

The Electoral Commission

3 Bunhill Row

London

EC1Y 8YZ

Fax: 020 7271 0665

www.electoralcommission.org.uk

www.aboutmyvote.co.uk

Putting voters first

� Please consider the environment before printing this email.

-- 
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Promoted by Matthew Elliott on behalf of Vote Leave Limited, both of Westminster Tower, 3 Albert 
Embankment, London SE1 7SP
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Sent Date 24/04/2016 16:15

E-mail
From Cc

To Bcc

Subject Vote Leave: The Facts Imprint

Hi Louise,

Sorry for the delay. The Royal Mail wanted to check with their delivery team in the area who are on early's at the 
moment so had to wait for them to get back on shift.

I have attached two pdfs. The first is the invoice we received from Royal Mail which confirms the delivery 
of 'the facts' leaflet was scheduled for 4/4 to 9/4 on their standard Door to Door service - before the 
Referendum Period began. Therefore no imprint was required.

The second pdf shows two e-mails. The first is from the Royal Mail confirming they did not deliver any 
of the items beyond Saturday 9 April. The second e-mail is from our lead volunteer in the area who 
confirms our activists on the ground are not delivering this item, and have not previously delivered this 
item.

I hope this information is sufficient but please let me know if you have any other questions.

Best wishes,

-- 

We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our priorities 
like the NHS.

Website: www.voteleavetakecontrol.org
Twitter: @vote_leave
Facebook: voteleave

Regarding Vote Leave Limited

Owner Louise Edwards

Keywords

Duration Priority Normal

E-mail

Vote Leave: The Facts…
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Sent Date 21/06/2016 14:57

E-mail
From Cc

To Bcc

Subject Re: Logistical arrangements for the Manchester Result Event

Ok, thanks - we'll let  know: but do you need it in advance?

On 21 June 2016 at 14:56, wrote:

Hi 

We are asking everyone who is accredited to attend to bring a copy of their government ID  either a (passport or 
drivers licence) when collecting their ID.  This is also a requirement from GMP with no exemptions especially in 
light of recent events. On the night we will have over 800 guests including other MPs and other campaigners who 
have been asked the same. I understand that carrying a passport is not the most common thing, but if a drivers 
licence at least can be presented that would be extremely helpful to ensure there is no delay to  
collecting her pass and accessing the Town Hall.  

Kind regards,

Guidance Adviser

Party and Election Finance

The Electoral Commission

3 Bunhill Row

London EC1Y 8YZ

Tel: 

Fax: 020 7271 0505

www.electoralcommission.org.uk

Make sure you are registered to vote

E-mail
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Follow us on Twitter

Putting Voters First

P Please consider the environment before printing this email.

From:  
Sent: 21 June 2016 14:11
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: Re: Logistical arrangements for the Manchester Result Event

- do you really need to see Gisela's passport? She's a Member of Parliament and a Privy Counsellor, so hopefully 
Greater Manchester Police will be happy to let her in.

Thanks,

On 21 June 2016 at 13:05, wrote:

Hi I believe we've registered everyone but Gisela. Obviously we need her passport so we'll need to keep an eye 
out and ask her about it today. If she's not in VL tower then perhaps we can send the form to her parliamentary office 
if she can bring her passport in tomorrow. 

On Tuesday, 21 June 2016, e:

between you can you sort this asap please.

Thanks,

On Tue, Jun 21, 2016 at 10:11 AM, wrote:

Hi 

Thank you for letting us know. There are still spaces available. Can you have someone from your team fill in their 
accreditation details using the link and code below?
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Direct link:  https://www.eureferendumcountevent.org.uk/register/general/intro.asp

Code  

Can I also check on the other points in my email such as contact persons and access to the CCO hub?

Kind regards,

Guidance Adviser

Party and Election Finance

The Electoral Commission

3 Bunhill Row

London EC1Y 8YZ

Tel: 

Fax: 020 7271 0505

www.electoralcommission.org.uk

Make sure you are registered to vote

Follow us on Twitter

Putting Voters First

P Please consider the environment before printing this email.

From:  
Sent: 20 June 2016 21:52
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: Re: Logistical arrangements for the Manchester Result Event

... and  our North West Regional Director.

You can remove me,  and  if you need to bump people to make space.

Many thanks,
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On 20 June 2016 at 16:07, wrote:

Hi 

We will also need to register Matthew Elliott CEO, and Gisela Stuart MP.

Thanks,

On Mon, Jun 20, 2016 at 1:01 PM, < wrote:

Hi 

Can I chase you on the email below?

Kind regards,

Party and Election Finance

The Electoral Commission

3 Bunhill Row

London EC1Y 8YZ

Fax: 020 7271 0505

www.electoralcommission.org.uk

Make sure you are registered to vote

Follow us on Twitter

Putting Voters First

P Please consider the environment before printing this email.
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From:  [  
Sent: 15 June 2016 14:52
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: Re: Logistical arrangements for the Manchester Result Event

Hi -

I'm afraid there will be a few changes to this - we'll get back to you by close of play Friday with those, and the other 
points you mention.

Thank you,

On 15 June 2016 at 11:56, wrote:

Dear 

I am writing to confirm the logistical arrangements in advance of the Manchester Result Event. We have a 
number of questions that I would be grateful if you could let us know. 

1. Below in my email is the current list of attendees registered to attend the result event. I would be grateful if 
you could review this list and confirm if there is anyone missing. 

2. As part of the arrangements it would be useful if you could let us know which registered attendee will be act 
in the following capacities:

� Logistical contact for the event

� Press contact for the event

� Spokesperson (there may be an opportunity to make an address from the stage)

3. The designated lead campaigners are also allowed three registered attendees to enter the observation area 
for the Chief Counting Officer hub. We are happy for you to provide these now or on the night. If you do wish to 
appoint them on the night please find me or Vicky Fox and we will arrange.

4. It would also be useful if you could less us know when you expect your organisation to start arriving at 
Manchester Town Hall. 

Page 5 of 8E-mail: Re: Logistical arrangements for the Manchester Result Event

16/10/2017http://ecscrm11/CCM/_forms/print/custformprint.aspx?allsubgridspages=false&formi...



5. Your badges currently say you are representatives of Vote Leave Limited. Can I confirm if you are happy with 
this or would you prefer to be known as Vote Leave?

Finally I would like to advise that at Manchester Town Hall you will be assigned a private room that only 
members of your organisation will be able to access. The room will include a TV, charging facilities and 
refreshments. 

Title First Name Surname Registered?

Can you supply us with answers to the above questions by close of business Friday 17 June.

If you have any further questions about the results event please let me know.

Kind regards,
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Guidance Adviser

Party and Election Finance

The Electoral Commission

3 Bunhill Row

London EC1Y 8YZ

Fax: 020 7271 0505

www.electoralcommission.org.uk

Make sure you are registered to vote

Follow us on Twitter

Putting Voters First

P Please consider the environment before printing this email.

-- 

We send £350m to the EU every week. Don't forget to Vote Leave on 23 June.

Website: www.voteleavetakecontrol.org
Twitter: @vote_leave
Facebook: voteleave

-- 
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Operations Director, Vote Leave

We send £350m to the EU every week. Don't forget to Vote Leave on 23 June.

Website: www.voteleavetakecontrol.org
Twitter: @vote_leave
Facebook: voteleave

-- 

T: 
www.voteleavetakecontrol.org

We send £350m to the EU every week. Don't forget to Vote Leave on 23 June.
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Sent Date 21/04/2016 16:38

E-mail
From Cc

To Bcc

Subject RE: Vote Leave: Meetings

Dear 

Thank you for confirming and there is no limit to the number of spaces. We 
look forward to seeing you and your colleagues then.

The address is:

The Electoral Commission
3 Bunhill Row
London EC1Y 8YZ

It is unlikely the training will take three hours but we have left plenty of space 
for questions.

Kind regards,

Guidance Adviser
Party and Election Finance
The Electoral Commission
3 Bunhill Row
London EC1Y 8YZ

Fax: 020 7271 0505
www.electoralcommission.org.uk

From:  
Sent: 18 April 2016 10:52
To: PEF Inbox
Cc: 
Subject: Vote Leave: Meetings

E-mail
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Hello,

Sorry for the late reply I would like to confirm a meeting with Jenny Watson tomorrow 
at 13:00 - 14:30. If it is possible I would like to bring my 

and Operations Assistant  

Is the responsible person needed for this meeting? I also understand you have asked for 
a meeting with  Is this in addition to the meeting with myself? 
If someone can get back to me about this that would be helpful.

We would also like to book in for the PEF online training on Tuesday 26th April. Is 
there a limit as to how many people can receive this training? If not, I would like to 
book it for the following:
- 

Many thanks,

-- 

 

We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our priorities like the NHS.

Website: www.voteleavetakecontrol.org

Twitter: @vote_leave

Facebook: voteleave

Regarding 2016-04-18 - - designation meeting

Owner
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No E-Mail Attachment records are available in this view.

0 - 0 of 0 (0 selected) Page 1

Status Reason Sent

Page 3 of 3E-mail: RE: Vote Leave: Meetings

16/10/2017http://ecscrm11/CCM/_forms/print/custformprint.aspx?allsubgridspages=false&formi...



Sent Date 01/04/2016 16:19

E-mail
From Cc

To Bcc

Subject Fwd: CONFIDENTIAL: Campaign content

This is the English version of the information for the  Electoral Commission booklet.

Many thanks,

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: 
Date: Fri, Apr 1, 2016 at 1:58 PM
Subject: Fwd: CONFIDENTIAL: Campaign content
To: 
Cc: 

Please see the email that was sent last night from my account to the electoral commission. It was sent at 11:09pm. It was 
sent, as required, to pef@electoralcommission.org.uk.

The only thing that we did not send is the letters of support because these are hard copy. We do have electronic copies 
so please let us know if you require this. 

Please let me know that you have received this email and please verify that you did receive this email last night.

Many thanks,

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: 
Date: Thu, Mar 31, 2016 at 11:09 PM
Subject: Campaign content
To: pef@electoralcommission.org.uk

Dear 

Please find attached Vote Leave's application to register as a designated lead campaigner in the European Union 
referendum. The paper copy will be delivered to you within the hour.

Please also find attached the requested material for the Electoral Commission booklet [Welsh and English language]. The 
link can be found here (www.voteleavetakecontrol.org/yourchoice).

E-mail

Fwd: CONFIDENTIAL:…
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The technical contact for the artwork is 

I look forward to your acknowledgment of our application.

Kind regards,

-- 

Regarding 2015-04-01 - Vote Leave - designation application form

Owner
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A5 designation_eng.pdf 296,424
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Sent Date 21/06/2016 10:28

E-mail
From Cc

To Bcc

Subject RE: French Industrialists for Remain ad in today's Metro

Hi 

I can confirm we are aware of the advert and are looking into it now. 

Kind regards,

Guidance Adviser
Party and Election Finance
The Electoral Commission
3 Bunhill Row
London EC1Y 8YZ
Tel: 
Fax: 020 7271 0505
www.electoralcommission.org.uk

Make sure you are registered to vote
Follow us on Twitter

Putting Voters First

P Please consider the environment before printing this email.

From: ] 
Sent: 21 June 2016 08:42
To: 
Subject: French Industrialists for Remain ad in today's Metro

Hi 

E-mail

RE: French Industriali…
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I wanted to bring this to your attention. They do not appear to be registered and these 
adverts cost well over £10k.

French Industrialists for Remain is the name they are operating under.

Grateful if you could look into this and let me know.

Thanks,

-- 

Operations Director, Vote Leave

T: 

We send £350m to the EU every week. Don't forget to Vote Leave on 23 June.

Website: www.voteleavetakecontrol.org

Twitter: @vote_leave

Facebook: voteleave
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Sent Date 17/06/2016 16:26

E-mail
From Cc

To Bcc

Subject Compliance - Pre Poll 1

Dear 

Please find attached a letter notifying you of an error in our Pre-poll 1 report and a failure to return an ineligible 
donation within 30 days.

Kind regards,

We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our priorities 
like the NHS.

Regarding Vote Leave Ltd - late return to donor of an impermissible donation

Owner
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20160617-EC-Prepoll-Compliance.pdf 54,498
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Sent Date 10/06/2016 15:56

E-mail
From Cc

To Bcc

Subject Re: Electoral Commission statement on assessment of Ryanair spending on EU Referendum 
campaigning

I am pretty shocked by this response. Did the commission look at this article: http://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-britain-
eu-ryanair-idUKKCN0Y4140 (copied below).

It states that they are actively campaigning and that they are spending £19,840 on advertising.

Ryanair is spending around 25,000 euros (19,840 pounds) on advertisements 
calling on its customers to vote to stay in the EU, he said, and would step up 
that marketing drive closer to the referendum date.

I find this disgraceful and brings into question the authority and competence of the Electoral Commission. 

Will you be publishing the evidence that you have assessed and how, in light of the bare face advertising that they 
have done, you have found that they have spent less than £10,000? This should be released to the public immediately. 

What message are you sending to the other small campaign groups to comply with the law when a company like 
Ryanair can get away with this.

We will be putting out a statement shortly.

Ryanair would cut investment i
DUBLIN | BY PADRAIC HALPIN

E-mail

Re: Electoral Commis…
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Sent Date 09/06/2016 13:51

E-mail
From Cc

To Bcc

Subject RE: Some questions in relation to campaign expenditure

Dear 

Thanks for the correction. We look forward to receiving the letter.

If you have any questions, please let me know.

Kind regards,

Guidance Adviser
Party and Election Finance
The Electoral Commission
3 Bunhill Row
London EC1Y 8YZ

Fax: 020 7271 0505
www.electoralcommission.org.uk

Make sure you are registered to vote
Follow us on Twitter

Putting Voters First

P Please consider the environment before printing this email.

From: 
Sent: 09 June 2016 11:35
To: 

E-mail

RE: Some questions i…
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------------------- Original Message ------------------- 
From: 
Received: 30/03/2016 08:41 
To: 
Subject: Re: deadline for submission 

Thanks 
 
On 30 March 2016 at 08:34, Victoria Fox wrote: 

Yes, that’s the same deadline. 

  

Vicky Fox 

Head of Guidance, Party and Election Finance 

The Electoral Commission 

3 Bunhill Row 

London EC1Y 8YZ 

  

www.electoralcommission.org.uk 

You can now register to vote online 

Follow us on Twitter | Like us on Facebook | Read our Blog 
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From:   
Sent: 30 March 2016 08:33 
To: 
Subject: Re: deadline for submission 

  

Thank you - and presumably the same applies for the additional booklet material? 

  

On 30 March 2016 at 08:27, > wrote: 

Dear 

  

The final time for submission is just before midnight on the 31st March.  The reception staff will be able to take 
delivery after normal office hours. 

  

Regards 

Vicky 

  

Vicky Fox 

Head of Guidance, Party and Election Finance 

The Electoral Commission 

3 Bunhill Row 

London EC1Y 8YZ 

  

www.electoralcommission.org.uk 

You can now register to vote online 

Follow us on Twitter | Like us on Facebook | Read our Blog 
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From:  
Sent: 29 March 2016 17:20 
To: 
Subject: deadline for submission 

  

Vicky 

Can I just check the final time on the 31st for delivery of any applications for designation?  We're waiting 
on some endorsement letters and may want to delay until the final post has been delivered here. 

Thanks 

 
 

  

--  

 
www.voteleavetakecontrol.org 
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www.voteleavetakecontrol.org 
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www.voteleavetakecontrol.org 



Vote Leave

1- High

Campaign launch

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

02/01/2016
Vote Leave's board announced
The Express reported on 2 January 2016 on the composition of Vote Leave’s board. The 
Labour donor John Mills has been named its chair. It also includes UKIP MP Douglas Carswell, 
UKIP donor Stuart Wheeler, Conservative backbench MP Bernard Jenkin, Conservative MEP 
Daniel Hannan, Labour MPs Khalid Mahmood and Graham Stringer, its campaign director 
Dominic Cummings, along with a number of business figures, including Peter Cruddas and Alan 
Halsall, who is the joint chair of Business for Britain. There will be further announcements soon 
about the group’s support and governance. 

Click here to read story

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

http://www.express.co.uk/news/politics/630822/John-Mills-labour-donor-unveiled-leader-Vote-Leave-EU-campaign-referendum


 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

2 - Medium

Advertising

29/05/2016
Vote Leave distances itself from billboards
The Evening Standard reported on 29 May 2016 on billboards bearing Vote Leave branding 
that were spotted on the M40 in Oxfordshire. The billboards have the slogan: 'Halt ze German 
advance!'. Vote Leave denied being responsible for them with the group's campaign director, 
Dominic Cummings, tweeting: "They are NOT Vote Leave billboards, we don't know who put 
them up but think it's dummies on our side not [Britain Stronger in Europe]."

Click here to read story

General interest

29/01/2016
Rival "Leave" campaigns hold talks to try and mend rift
The Independent reported on 29 January 2016 that the two rival "Leave" campaign groups -
Vote Leave and Leave.EU - had held secret talks on 28 January 2016 to try and mend the rift 
between them, which has been the subject of media attention for some time. Vote Leave was 
represented by Matthew Elliot its CEO, while its campaign director Dominic Cummings was not 
present. According to the paper, Cummings and Banks have been involved in "a very public 
spat". However, a source revealed that the meeting had failed to reach an agreement and Elliot 
refused a merger with Leave.EU although he said he was prepared to work with them. 

Click here to read story

Other

29/10/2016
Vote Leave campaign
On 29 October 2016, Dominic Cummings, who was the head of Vote Leave, published a blog 
post about VL's referendum campaign. The post focuses on VL's use of data and the 
canvassing software system it created with the help of physicists and data specialists, which it 
named VICS - Voter Intention Collection System. 

VICS allows data to be input centrally and then managed at a local level, such as street level, 
constituency level or covering wider areas. The campaign uploaded data models which 
predicted where it thought Leave voters were likely to be so that it could focus its canvassing 
efforts in those areas.  

Data from the ground campaign was analysed by VL's data science team and integrated with 

04 October 2017 Page 4 of 7

http://www.standard.co.uk/news/uk/antieu-billboards-telling-drivers-to-halt-ze-german-advance-spotted-by-m40-a3259256.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/eu-referendum-eurosceptic-rivals-hold-peace-talks-to-mend-out-campaign-rift-a6842456.html


the other data it was receiving. VICS helped to improve the models used for other aspects of 
the campaign. Cummings writes that in the official 10-week period of the campaign, VL served 
1bn targeted digital adverts, mostly via Facebook, strongly weighted to the period around postal 
voting and the last 10 days of the campaign. VL ran many different versions of adverts, tested 
them and then dropped the less effective ones and reinforced the most effective. Feedback was 
combined with conventional and unconventional polls and focus groups to get a sense of which 
messages were effective. 

The models developed by VICS were used to produce "dozens" of different versions of the 
referendum address, 46 million copies of which were produced. 

VL had 12,000 regularly active volunteers who delivered 70 million leaflets out of a total of 125 
million which were delivered in one way or another. 

VL has made VICS available for all to use and improve. 

Click here to read blog post
Click here to access VICS

Social media campaigning

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

https://dominiccummings.wordpress.com/2016/10/29/on-the-referendum-20-the-campaign-physics-and-data-science-vote-leaves-voter-intention-collection-system-vics-now-available-for-all/
https://github.com/celestial-winter/vics


3 - Low

Donation

31/03/2016
Referendum donations
Bloomberg reported on 31 March 2016 on donations made to BSIE, Vote Leave and Leave.EU. 
The article notes that each side received millions of pounds of donations before 1 February 
2016, the date after which donations worth more than £7,500 have to be reported to the 
Commission. 
  
Vote Leave reportedly received donations from Crispin Odey, hedge fund founder, and Peter 
Cruddas, founder of spread-betting firm CMC Markets. Cruddas is reported to have told the 
Financial Times in November 2015 that he donated £1m to Vote Leave but declined to 
comment on the story, whilst Odey declined to say how much he gave. Dominic Cummings, 
campaign director for Vote Leave, also declined to comment.

Business Insider UK also reported on 31 March 2016 that Sir Michael Hintz, founder of hedge 
fund CQS, was “considering” a big donation to the Vote Leave campaign in November, 
according to the Financial Times. It also writes that Vote Leave was planning to spend at least 
£20m on the campaign.

Click here to read Bloomberg article
Click here to read Business Insider UK article

General interest

 
 

 

03/02/2016
Lord Lawson appointed chair of Vote Leave
The Guardian reported on 3 February 2016 that former chancellor Lord Nigel Lawson had been 
named the chair of Vote Leave, replacing Labour donor John Mills in that role, who will become 
deputy chair. The campaign director Dominic Cummings, the chief executive Matthew Elliot and 
the company secretary Victoria Woodcock are steeping down from the board. A spokesman for 
the campaign told the paper that these moves had been previously planned. 

Click here to read story

http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2016-03-30/hidden-millions-fund-the-debate-over-britain-s-european-future
http://uk.businessinsider.com/bank-hedge-fund-funding-eu-referendum-groups-2016-3
http://www.theguardian.com/politics/2016/feb/03/nigel-lawson-chairman-vote-leave-campaign-eu-referendum


 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Putting voters first      
An independent body established by Act of the UK Parliament 

 

The Electoral Commission 
3 Bunhill Row 
London EC1Y 8YZ 
 
Tel: 020 7271 0500 
Fax: 020 7271 0505 
info@electoralcommission.org.uk 
www.electoralcommission.org.uk   

Dominic Cummings 
Campaign Director 
Vote Leave  
Westminster Tower 
3 Albert Embankment 
London 
SE1 7SP 

24 May 2016 

Dear Mr Cummings, 
 
Thank you for your letter dated 20 May 2016 replying to the Commission’s letter of 
same date. 
 
The Commission wrote that we do not see that the ITV televised debate as part of its 
referendum coverage is likely to be “material….during the relevant period… published 
by or on behalf of a… Minister of the Crown.” The programme is not being published by 
or on behalf of the Prime Minister, but by ITV. 
 
You consider by reply that publication of the programme is not determinative and 
suggest that, when appearing, the Prime Minister will also be publishing material that 
falls within the restrictions of section 125(2). We are not persuaded by that reading of 
s.125. The appearance at and the expression of views by the Minister as part of a 
televised debate does not seem to us to constitute publication of material by the 
Minister within the meaning and purpose of s.125(2).   
 
Subject to any new considerations, this and our previous letter concludes the 
correspondence from us on this matter. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 

Bob Posner 
Director of Party and Election Finance & Legal Counsel 
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------------------- Original Message ------------------- 
From: 
Received: 11/02/2016 14:45 
To: 
Subject: Re: Access to Electoral Register - North Somerset 

Much obliged - have now received sighting of a white flag from N Somerset.  Thank you also for your 
assistance in regard to Gibraltar. 

 
 
On 11 February 2016 at 14:36, > wrote: 

Dear   

  

My colleague has been in touch with North Somerset and they are quite clear now on what they should be 
supplying. They have confirmed that they will get in touch with you and will be supplying you with a register. 

  

In respect of Gibraltar,  at Poole will be able to assist with data requests for the Gibraltar register.   is 
the RCO for the South West and has a similar arrangement with Gibraltar in respect of European elections. His 
contact details are: 

 

  

Please get in touch if you need anything further. 

  

Regards 

Vicky 

  

  

  

Vicky Fox 
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Head of Guidance, Party and Election Finance 

The Electoral Commission 

3 Bunhill Row 

London EC1Y 8YZ 

  

www.electoralcommission.org.uk 

You can now register to vote online 

Follow us on Twitter | Like us on Facebook | Read our Blog 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

From:   
Sent: 11 February 2016 11:59 
To:  
Subject: Re: Access to Electoral Register - North Somerset 

  

Actually - one further point occurs to me - although, again, this is probably not within your remit.  We are 
collecting the electoral registers in order to start our General Election-style canvassing, but of course we are 
not clear on how we get hold of the data for Gibraltar.  Is that something your electoral administration 
colleagues could advise on, or should I contact Gibraltar direct? 

  

On 11 February 2016 at 11:18, > wrote: 

Thanks, 

 

  

On 11 February 2016 at 11:04,  wrote: 
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Thanks for drawing this to my attention.  I’m going to pass your email to an electoral administration colleague to 
look into it and I’ll forward their reply as soon as I hear back from them. 

  

Regards 

Vicky 

  

Vicky Fox 

Head of Guidance, Party and Election Finance 

The Electoral Commission 

3 Bunhill Row 

London EC1Y 8YZ 

  

www.electoralcommission.org.uk 

You can now register to vote online 

Follow us on Twitter | Like us on Facebook | Read our Blog 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

From:  
Sent: 11 February 2016 11:02 
To: 
Subject: Access to Electoral Register - North Somerset 
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Vicky 

Sorry to bother you but we are having a spot of trouble with North Somerset, who seem to be striking out on 
their own.  I have forwarded the latest correspondence below. 

  

We would quite like the electoral roll, with overseas and absent voters lists, and to sign up for monthly 
updates.  So far we have not encountered this particular obstacle from anywhere else (although we've only 
got back data from about 40% of the councils so far, so give them time...) 

  

Could you provide us with something to assist with North Somerset, and any other authority who tries the 
same line?  Presumably the other registered participants have experienced the same difficulty in getting hold 
of the registers. 

  

Regards 

  

 
 

  

  

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: 
Date: 11 February 2016 at 10:35 
Subject: RE: Electoral roll request 
To:  

Dear  

  

The page you indicate quite rightly states that a registered participant can receive a copy of the 
register, it does not state that it is entitled to it immediately after they have registered as a 
participant, or at any time before the referendum has been called. That is because you are only 
able to receive a register after the notice of referendum has been published, and the referendum 
has been called. 

  

I would stress that it is very likely to be in your best interest not to have your copy now in any 
event, as you will only be entitled to one copy of the register in the course of the referendum. The 
register is extremely unlikely to remain the same, with no additions or removals, between now and 
when the referendum is called. Particularly as the referendum could potentially be called for 
December 2017, in which case you would be using a North Somerset Register almost two years 
out of date. 
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Kind regards 

  

 
Elections Officer 
Electoral Services  
North Somerset Council 

 

Electoral Services  
PO BOX 138  
Town Hall  
Walliscote Grove Road  
Weston-super-Mare  
BS23 1DZ 

www.n-somerset.gov.uk 

  

From:   
Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2016 10:22 AM 
To: 
Subject: Re: Electoral roll request 

  

Your understanding of the position is incorrect.  Although the date of the referendum has not yet 
been announced, the European Union Referendum Act 2015 has been brought into force from 1 
February.  As a registered permitted participant we are now entitled to the full register under 
Regulation 106 of the Representation of the People Regulations 2001 (as amended).  Please see page 
6 of the Electoral Commission guidance for campaigners which may be found 
here: http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/194568/Campaigning-
and-registering-for-EU-referendum-campaigners.pdf 
 
Evidence of our registration is attached. 

Regards 

  

On 11 February 2016 at 10:11,  wrote: 

Dear 

  

I am afraid we are unable to release such information until the referendum has been 
called. It also might not be in your best interest to have a copy of the register this early in 
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any event, as the register as of February is unlikely to be up to date as of the date of the 
referendum. 

  

If you could please contact us once the notice of referendum has been published we will 
then supply you with a register. 

  

Kind regards 

 
Elections Officer 
Electoral Services  
North Somerset Council 

Electoral Services  
PO BOX 138  
Town Hall  
Walliscote Grove Road  
Weston-super-Mare  
BS23 1DZ 

www.n-somerset.gov.uk 

  

  

From:   
Sent: Thursday, February 04, 2016 5:43 PM 
To: 
Subject: Electoral roll request 

  

Dear Electoral Services, 

We are writing to you to request a full copy of the electoral register as a permitted participant registration number 
PerPar3945, we would like the roll as of the most recent revision period (ending Feb 1st 2016). 

We would prefer the register in electronic, data format - as a CSV (excel) file. 

If you could provide confirmation that this request has been received and acknowledged we would be most 
appreciative. 

We apologise if you have previously provided us with a copy of the edited roll, please disregard that previous 
request. 

Any further documents requiring our attention, or payment terms and conditions, can be send to this email 
address  

Thank you for your kind assistance and we look forward to hearing from you. 

Regards, 
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------------------- Original Message ------------------- 
From: 
Received: 21/04/2016 17:19 
To: 
Subject: Re: Designated organisation - access to public rooms 

Vicky 
Thanks for this very comprehensive answer.  We will approach the EROs directly at a local level. 

 
On 21 April 2016 at 16:58, 

Dear 

  

In England, Wales and Scotland persons authorised by a lead campaigner are entitled to use certain rooms free of 
charge at reasonable times during the 28 days prior to the referendum. There is no provision for this in Northern 
Ireland. 

  

The Electoral Registration Officer of each local authority in England and Wales, and each proper officer in Scotland 
keeps a list of the location and availability of meeting rooms in their area. They will make this list available for 
inspection to persons authorised by a lead campaigner. The contact details for Electoral Registration Officers can be 
found on www.aboutmyvote.co.uk.  

  

Persons authorised by a lead campaigner to use such rooms should contact the owner of the premises to make a 
booking, giving reasonable notice to reduce the risk of the request being refused.  

  

There is no hire charge for using these rooms, but any expenses incurred, such as heating, lighting and cleaning and 
for any damage to the premises must be paid for.  The right to use rooms does not include hours during which a 
school is used for educational purposes. Equally, any prior letting of a meeting room must take precedence. 

  

I’ve copied in my colleague, Jen, who can help if you have any follow up queries. 

  

Kind regards 

Vicky 
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Vicky Fox 

Head of Guidance, Party and Election Finance 

The Electoral Commission 

3 Bunhill Row 

London EC1Y 8YZ 

  

www.electoralcommission.org.uk 

You can now register to vote online 

Follow us on Twitter | Like us on Facebook | Read our Blog 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

From:   
Sent: 21 April 2016 14:10 
To: Victoria Fox 
Subject: Designated organisation - access to public rooms 

  

Vicky 

We were wondering about the process for obtaining access to public rooms under PPERA Sched 12 para 2.  Whom 
should our local people contact in order to arrange for their use? 

  

Thanks 
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‐‐  

 

  
Promoted by Matthew Elliott on behalf of Vote Leave Limited, both of Westminster Tower, 3 Albert Embankment, London 
SE1 7SP 
 
 
 
 
--  

 

 
Promoted by Matthew Elliott on behalf of Vote Leave Limited, both of Westminster Tower, 3 Albert Embankment, London 
SE1 7SP 
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------------------- Original Message ------------------- 
From:  
Received: 09/05/2016 21:29 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: Re: EU referendum booklet on website 

Thanks for the update. 
 
Best wishes, 
 

 
On Mon, May 9, 2016 at 5:02 PM, > wrote: 

Dear all, 

  

We will be publishing the EU referendum booklet on our websites on 10 May at 11am. 

The booklets will be available to link to from here on about my vote and from here on our corporate website.  

  

They will be delivered to all households in the UK and Gibraltar from 16‐21 May. 

  

Kind regards, 

  

  

Senior Communications Officer (Campaigns) 

The Electoral Commission 

3 Bunhill Row 

London EC1Y 8YZ 

Fax: 020 7271 0528 
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www.electoralcommission.org.uk  

www.aboutmyvote.co.uk 

  

Putting voters first 

  

   Please consider the environment before printing this email. 

  

  

 
 
 
 
--  

 
 

 
We send £350m to the EU every week. After we Vote Leave we can spend this money on our priorities like the NHS. 
 
Website: www.voteleavetakecontrol.org 
Twitter: @vote_leave 
Facebook: voteleave 
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------------------- Original Message ------------------- 
From: Louise Edwards 
Received: 21/06/2016 09:59 
To: 
Subject: FW: URGENT: Treating CCM:0311029 

As discussed. 
 
Regards 
 
Louise 
 
Louise Edwards 
Head of Regulatory Compliance and Casework  
The Electoral Commission  
3 Bunhill Row 
London, EC1Y 8YZ 

Fax: 020 7271 0505  
www.electoralcommission.org.uk 
www.aboutmyvote.co.uk 
 
Putting voters first 
 

The linked image cannot be displayed.  The file may have been moved, renamed, or deleted. Verify that the link points to the correct file and location.

 
 
You can now register to vote online 
 
Follow us on Twitter | Like us on Facebook | Read our Blog 
 

We welcome correspondence in Welsh and English 
 
 
 
From: Louise Edwards  
Sent: 20 June 2016 15:22 
To:  
Cc: 
Subject: FW: URGENT: Treating 
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Dear 
 
Treating is an offence under the Representation of the People Act 1983. As such, we do not have 
an enforcement role here. It would be a matter for the police instead. 
 
Our guidance on “referendum do’s and don’ts” explains about reporting such issues. See the 
appendix. http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/203200/EU‐Ref‐Campaigning‐
dos‐and‐donts‐for‐EU‐Referendum‐campaigners.pdf  
 

With regards 
 
 
Louise 
 
Louise Edwards 
Head of Regulatory Compliance and Casework  
The Electoral Commission  
3 Bunhill Row 
London, EC1Y 8YZ 

Fax: 020 7271 0505  
www.electoralcommission.org.uk 
www.aboutmyvote.co.uk 
 
Putting voters first 
 

The linked image cannot be displayed.  The file may have been moved, renamed, or deleted. Verify that the link points to the correct file and location.

 
 
You can now register to vote online 
 
Follow us on Twitter | Like us on Facebook | Read our Blog 
 

We welcome correspondence in Welsh and English 
 
 
 
 
From:  
Sent: 20 June 2016 12:12 
To:  
Subject: URGENT: Treating 
 

 
 
I want to bring this to your attention urgently. This is treating. 
 
http://operationcroissant.tumblr.com/ 
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Grateful if you could let me know if you take any action. 
 
Thanks, 
 

 
 
 
--  

 
 

 
We send £350m to the EU every week. Don't forget to Vote Leave on 23 June. 
 
Website: www.voteleavetakecontrol.org 
Twitter: @vote_leave 
Facebook: voteleave 



1

 
 

 
 

 

Dear   
  
There are established mechanisms in place to identify and extract any postal votes which have been cancelled. 
  
When postal votes are issued, a postal vote issuing list is created. When postal votes are returned, they are checked 
off against this list. As a result of the patch issued by the software provider, the list will be amended to indicate that 
a postal vote has been cancelled.  On cross‐checking,, any postal vote now marked as cancelled will not proceed to 
the count. 
  
We have given detailed guidance to Counting Officers on postal voting, which includes guidance on dealing with 
cancelled postal votes. 
  
While we know that 3,502 EU citizens were mistakenly sent a poll card, we have not collected data on how many of 
these were also sent a postal vote. None of these will be able to vote regardless of whether they were sent a postal 
vote or poll card. 
  
As we have now provided our views on your points, together with all the information you have requested, I now 
consider this matter closed. 
  
Regards, 
Vicky 
  
  
Vicky Fox 
Head of Guidance, Party and Election Finance 
The Electoral Commission 
3 Bunhill Row 
London EC1Y 8YZ 

  
www.electoralcommission.org.uk 
You can now register to vote online 
Follow us on Twitter | Like us on Facebook | Read our Blog 
  

 
  
  
  
  
  
From:   
Sent: 07 June 2016 15:05 
To: Victoria Fox; Jenny Watson 
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Cc:  

Subject: Re: FW: Downplaying of the issue of ineligible EU citizens being allowed to vote CCM:0183100 
  
Dear Vicky, 
  
Thank you ‐ can you explain a bit more about how they will be cancelled? Have they been removed already, for 
instance, or will this happen at a later stage? How many postal votes does the Electoral Commission think have been 
affected so far? What is the total number of postal votes you think might be affected? 
  
Many thanks, 
  

  
On 7 June 2016 at 14:58,  wrote: 
Dear
  
It was not dishonest.  The statement that I sent as a link with my original e‐mail made clear “…that, if any postal 
votes have been issued to these electors, they will be cancelled…”.  This includes anyone who had already voted by 
post (the software change means the postal votes will be removed before they enter the count so will not 
contribute towards the result).  
  
I’m not sure there’s anything more that I can add but do let me know if you have a further question. 
  
Regards 
Vicky 
  
  
  
Vicky Fox 
Head of Guidance, Party and Election Finance 
The Electoral Commission 
3 Bunhill Row 
London EC1Y 8YZ 

  
www.electoralcommission.org.uk 
You can now register to vote online 
Follow us on Twitter | Like us on Facebook | Read our Blog 
  

 
  
  
  
  
  
From:   
Sent: 07 June 2016 14:16 
To: Victoria Fox 
Cc: Jenny Watson;

Subject: Re: FW: Downplaying of the issue of ineligible EU citizens being allowed to vote 
  
Dear Vicky, 
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It was straightforwardly dishonest. Your Director of Communications said on the radio this morning that 'none of 
those people [who received a polling card] will be able to vote' – when the Electoral Commission is fully aware that a 
number of EU citizens who are ineligible to vote in this referendum have already voted by post. 
  
None of the rest of your email or the material you mention explains what is being done to ensure that people who 
have already voted by post despite not being eligible to do so will have their votes cancelled. Please can you or 
Jenny urgently clarify this – to us and to the members of the public who heard your Director of Communications on 
the radio this morning?  
  
Many thanks, 
  

  
  
  
On 7 June 2016 at 12:56, Victoria Fox  wrote: 
Dear   
  
Thank you for your email below.   
  
I don’t agree that Alex’s response  was inconsistent with our statements.  It may help though if I explain what we are 
doing in relation to the wider point about how we and others will boost awareness that EU citizens can’t vote in the 
referendum. 
  
We have made the franchise clear to the public in our voter information guide sent to every household  in the UK 
and this is also clearly indicated on our aboutmyvote website. (http://www.aboutmyvote.co.uk/)     We already have 
well developed plans for media activity between now and the referendum and will be ensuring that we make it clear 
alongside other information people need to know that EU citizens cannot vote in the referendum (unless they 
otherwise qualify to vote).  We will be using press releases, interviews and social media to communicate this as 
widely as we can in the run‐up to polling day, as well as identifying organisations that  have links to EU citizens based 
here to pass on the message to their communities.  We are producing a factsheet for this purpose and will share 
that with you when completed. 
  
Regards 
Vicky 
  
  
Vicky Fox 
Head of Guidance, Party and Election Finance 
The Electoral Commission 
3 Bunhill Row 
London EC1Y 8YZ 

  
www.electoralcommission.org.uk 
You can now register to vote online 
Follow us on Twitter | Like us on Facebook | Read our Blog 
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From:   
Sent: 07 June 2016 11:26 
To: Victoria Fox; Jenny Watson 
Cc: 

Subject: Re: FW: Downplaying of the issue of ineligible EU citizens being allowed to vote 
  
Dear Vicky, 
  
I'm afraid I don't think that's good enough – John Humphrys asked a question about it on national radio this morning 
and was not given an answer consistent with those statements. 
  
Will the Electoral Commission issue a clarification today? From the many emails and telephone calls we have 
received, we know that electors are very concerned about this indeed. 
  
Many thanks, 
  

  
  
  
On 7 June 2016 at 11:02, wrote: 
Dear   
  
Thank for your e‐mail.  Jenny has asked me to respond to you on her behalf. 
  
The issue relating to postal votes that may already have been cast was covered in our statements last week.  If any 
postal votes have been issued to electors they will be cancelled.  You can see the full statement on the link below: 
  
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i‐am‐a/journalist/electoral‐commission‐media‐centre/news‐releases‐
donations/electoral‐commission‐statement 
  
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i‐am‐a/journalist/electoral‐commission‐media‐centre/news‐releases‐
referendums/electoral‐commission‐update‐on‐non‐eligible‐eu‐citizen‐voters 
  
  
Anyone who asks questions about this will be pointed to the statements we have already made that are available on 
our website. 
  
Please do let me know if you have any further questions. 
  
  
Regards, 
Vicky 
  
  
Vicky Fox 
Head of Guidance, Party and Election Finance 
The Electoral Commission 
3 Bunhill Row 
London EC1Y 8YZ 

  
www.electoralcommission.org.uk 
You can now register to vote online 
Follow us on Twitter | Like us on Facebook | Read our Blog 
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From:   
Sent: 07 June 2016 10:22 
To: Jenny Watson 
Cc: Alex Robertson; 
Subject: Downplaying of the issue of ineligible EU citizens being allowed to vote 
  
Dear Ms Watson, 
  
We were very concerned to hear the Electoral Commission's Director of Communications, Alex Robertson, 
downplaying the issue of ineligible EU citizens being allowed to vote on the Today programme this morning. 
  
Asked by John Humphrys: 'Is it true you've been giving lots of votes to EU citizens who shouldn't have them?', Mr. 
Robertson replied:  
  
'Er, no. What happened last week is that some EU citizens received a poll card who shouldn't, but none of those 
people will be able to vote.' 
  
As you know, this is not entirely true. What Mr. Robertson failed to mention was that a number of ineligible EU 
citizens have been incorrectly sent postal vote ballot papers and are likely therefore already to have cast a vote. 
  
Given the seriousness of this matter – which has the ability to influence the outcome of this important referendum 
falsely and outside the law – will you issue a statement clarifying Mr. Robertson's comment on national radio this 
morning, setting out the number of ineligible postal vote ballots you believe have been issued, and explaining what 
steps you are taking to ensure they are not counted? 
  
I am copying this email to Bernard Jenkin MP, the Chairman of the Public Administration and Constitutional Affairs 
Committee of the House of Commons. 
  
Many thanks, 
 

r, Vote Leave 
 

www.voteleavetakecontrol.org 
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------------------- Original Message ------------------- 
From:  
Received: 27/05/2016 11:48 
To:  

Subject: RE: Vote Leave launches unprecedented competition - 50million.uk 

I agree that it doesn’t amount to treating or bribery on the basis you say. Equally, it appears that 
anyone, regardless of how they intend to vote can play according to the T&C:  
  
NO PURCHASE OR PAYMENT OF ANY KIND NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. PURCHASING 
ANYTHING WILL NOT IMPROVE YOUR CHANCES OF WINNING. 

VOTING IN THE EU REFERENDUM IS NOT NECESSARY FOR ENTRY. VOTING WILL NOT 
IMPROVE YOUR CHANCES OF WINNING. IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO VOTE OR VOTE TO LEAVE 
THE EU TO ENTER THIS COMPETITION.  

The competition is open to anyone who is over 18 years of age when they submit their entry, and who is 
registered to vote in the referendum on the United Kingdom’s membership of the European Union on 23 
June 2016. Claims will be verified using the electoral roll and so entrants must be registered to vote. 

  
From:   
Sent: 27 May 2016 11:34 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: RE: Vote Leave launches unprecedented competition - 50million.uk 
  
Thanks – so can we just go with the line below – given everyone’s asking specifically about this VL, can we 
just have the bit in red added – as presumably this will need to be accounted for? 

  
Electoral Commission spokesperson said: 
  
“Spending on regulated campaign activity by campaigners, such as the competition announced by Vote 
Leave, will need to be reported in the campaigner’s spending return after the referendum. The regulated 
period for spending started on 15 April and ends on 23 June.” 
  
  
  
From:   
Sent: 27 May 2016 11:20 
To: 

Subject: RE: Vote Leave launches unprecedented competition - 50million.uk 
  
I have tried to think if there is a bribery angle to this but can’t come up with anything? Its not offering to pay 
if they vote a particular way?  
  

  
From:   
Sent: 27 May 2016 11:06 
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Subject: RE: Vote Leave launches unprecedented competition - 50million.uk 
  
Am also copying in even though one of them is away. Can I kick off by saying: 
  
The prize would not be available until after the end of the regulated period so technically 50mil probably 
doesn’t concern us 
  
I think we avoid the data question but we will draw up some lines for it as we are bound to get queries.  
  
I am happy that this is campaigning and regulated as it is badged ‘Vote Leave’ and I note the comment 
about the amount spent on the EU each day. Happy to hear if anyone disagrees,  
  
I think we just go with a standard line, ‘spending on regulated campaign activity by designated 
campaigners will need to be reported in their spending return after the referendum.  
  
The regulated period for spending started on 15 April and ends on 23 June.’  
  
They can then work it out. Any other thoughts?  
  
(no doubt you are all aware that the Euro championship finishes 10 July) 
  

 
  
From:   
Sent: 27 May 2016 10:55 
To:  

Subject: Vote Leave launches unprecedented competition - 50million.uk 
  
Hi , can you advise on the below. VL have just sent out this press release and we’ve 
had 4 enquiries. 
  
People are suggesting that if VL follow through (which I’d say is a big if…), VL would breach the spending 
limit by spending £50 million. 
  
In my mind, the £50m is not the issue – it’s just that they will need to account in their spending return for 
how much they spent on launching / this running this competition – is that right? 
  
There’s a separate issue about them capturing people’s data by entering the competition which we haven’t 
been asked about but that would be for Information Commission’s office to deal with. 
  
Grateful for thoughts – we need to a line that we can give to journalists. 
  

  
  
  
  
  
From:

Sent: 27 May 2016 10:04 
To: 
Subject: Vote Leave launches unprecedented competition ‐ 50million.uk 
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Predict the European Championships and win £50 million - the 

amount we send to the EU every single day  
 

View this email in your browser 
 

 

 

 

 

For immediate release 
 

Press Enquiries: 0207 952 5440  
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Vote Leave launches unprecedented 

competition - 50million.uk 

 

Predict the European 

Championships and win £50 million - 

the amount we send to the EU every 

single day 

  

Vote Leave has today launched 50million.uk, a competition to win £50 million - the amount of money we 

hand over to the EU every single day.  

 

The competition is free to enter and involves the public using their skill and judgement to predict who they 

think will win each game of the 2016 European Football Championships this summer.  

 

If they predict the outcome of each game correctly, the line up at the knockout stage, and all the games 

including the final then they will win £50 million. If no one predicts all the results then there is a guaranteed 

prize of £50,000 for the person who gets the most consecutive games correct from the first game of the 

tournament.  

 

The competition is open to any member of the public who is over the age of 18 and is registered to vote in 

the EU referendum. How someone votes in the referendum or whether they even vote is irrelevant to 

whether they can enter and win. 

 

Vote Leave is funding the £50 million prize via an insurance policy taken out with underwriters at Lloyds. 

The competition is based on a similar competition run by Warren Buffett based on March Madness 

basketball in the US. 
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Vote Leave’s Campaign Director, Dominic Cummings, said:  

 

‘Every day we spend at least £50 million on the EU - that’s £350 million a week which is enough to build 

an NHS hospital. We want as many people as possible to know that we are sending life changing sums to 

the EU every single day so we’re giving them a chance to win it. It’s a bigger prize than any one person 

has ever won on the national lottery.  

 

‘This is the chance of a lifetime - just imagine what you could do with the £50 million we send to the EU 

every single day. We want everyone to have the chance to win the sort of money most people can only 

dream of, unless they are a banker or a Euro MP.  

 

‘Too many people, particularly younger voters, don’t engage in politics and do not plan to vote in the 

referendum. For years there’s been a lot of talk about this problem but it’s got worse. 50million.uk is an 

attempt to engage with large numbers of people who normally ignore politics. We’ll be able to speak to 

them about the issues, give them some facts, and answer their questions. 

 

‘We’re big underdogs in this campaign. The Government sets the rules. We don’t get millions from the big 

investment banks and we can’t spend millions of taxpayers’ money like the IN campaign. We have to 

innovate. If you want to win the amount of money that British taxpayers spend on the EU every single day, 

take a shot at our competition and spread the word to family and friends. After we Vote Leave and take 

back control, we’ll be able to spend the money we now waste on the EU on our priorities like the NHS.’ 

 

ENDS 
 

  

 

Media Contact 
 

  

 

For more information please contact Paul Stephenson on 0772 561 0696
 

  

 

Notes to Editors  
 

  

 

How to enter 50million.uk?  
 Go to 50million.uk and create an account with just your email address. 

 Pick the outcome of each game at the group stage and then the knockout matches all the way to 

the final. 

 Enter your contact details so we can get in touch if you win.  

 Deadline for entries is 20:00 on 9 June 2016, 24 hours before kick off of the first game at 20:00 

on 10 June. It’s possible to change your entry up until this point once you’ve submitted it.  

 We’ll be back in touch if you win within 72 hours of the end of the final.  

 

In 2014, the UK’s gross contributions to the EU budget were £19,107 million, or £52 million every day 

(ONS, 30 October 2015, tab 9.9, link). 
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Copyright © 2016 Vote Leave, All rights reserved.  

You have joined as a member of the media  

 

Our mailing address is:  
Vote Leave 

7th Floor Westminster tower 

Albert Embankment 

London, Lnd SE1 7SP  

United Kingdom 

 

Add us to your address book 
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Putting voters first      
An independent body established by Act of the UK Parliament 

 

The Electoral Commission 
3 Bunhill Row 
London EC1Y 8YZ 
 
Tel: 020 7271 0500 
Fax: 020 7271 0505 
info@electoralcommission.org.uk 
www.electoralcommission.org.uk   

 

 
By email 
 

31 May 2016 

 
 
Dear 
 
RE: Postal voting instructions 
 
Further to our email exchange yesterday, please find below a more detailed response to 
your questions. 
 
You wanted to know: 

1. How many local authorities have used this misleading design in their postal 
vote guidance? 

2. Did the Electoral Commission see it and approve it before it was sent out? 
3. How many electors have been sent postal vote ballot packs with this 

misleading guidance? 
4. Has the Electoral Commission contacted all local authorities since this news 

broke to check that their guidance is more suitable? 
5. What steps has the Electoral Commission taken so far to prevent any further 

ballot packs being issued with this flawed guidance? 
6. Can you ensure that Bristol, Swale, Hull and other local authorities will not use 

this guidance on 23 June for people voting in person? 

As I explained in my email yesterday, the Electoral Commission did not see or approve 
the use of the pictorial guidance that the Bristol Counting Officer used to send to postal 
voters. Counting Officers have discretion to include, in addition to the instructions 
prescribed by law, any additional instructions in their postal ballot packs to help voters 
complete their postal vote. In many cases, and as provided by Bristol, these will take a 
pictorial form.  
 



 

 
 
 

An independent body established by Act of the UK Parliament 

 

In addition to Bristol, we have followed up specifically with the Counting Officers at 
Swale and Hull. We have seen a copy of the instructions used by the Counting Officer 
for Hull and are satisfied that they have not used an image similar to the one used by 
Bristol and that it cannot be interpreted as leading anyone to vote for a specific 
outcome. In the case of Swale, the Counting Officer has confirmed that their postal 
votes included the same pictorial instructions as the ones used by the Bristol Counting 
Officer.  
 
Both Bristol and Swale use the same printing company, who have confirmed to us that 
no other voting areas that they provide printing services for are affected by the issue.  
 
The issue has affected approximately 61,000 postal voters across Bristol and Swale. 
While it is unlikely that postal voters in Bristol or Swale might be persuaded to vote in a 
particular way because of the graphic in these instructions, clearly it shouldn’t have 
been used. We considered the option of advising the Counting Officers at Bristol and 
Swale to reissue the guidance to those voters already in receipt of their postal voting 
packs, but decided against it as it would risk causing unnecessary confusion.  
 
However, we have sought confirmation from the Counting Officers at both Bristol and 
Swale that any further issues of postal votes will contain amended instructions. They 
have given this assurance.  
 
Earlier this morning we wrote to all Counting Officers to remind them that any 
instructions included in postal ballot packs must not be capable of being interpreted as 
leading voters to cast their vote for a particular outcome. We asked them that if they 
have used images the same as, or similar to the example used by Bristol, they must 
ensure that these are changed before any further postal votes are distributed. We also 
asked Counting Officers to contact us as soon as possible if they have used the same 
image, or a similar one, as part of their additional instructions. We flagged this 
communication as urgent and have not so far received any responses from Counting 
Officers to tell us that they are also affected. If we do hear of any we will make sure we 
let you know. 
 
If we become aware of other Counting Officers who have used the same or a similar 
design, we will work with them to produce an alternative design for future issues of 
postal votes. 
 
I can reassure you that the images being used in Bristol and Swale will not affect any 
guidance given to electors voting in person. The notices to be displayed in polling 
stations are prescribed in law. An example of the prescribed notice explaining the voting 



 

 
 
 

An independent body established by Act of the UK Parliament 

 

process is reproduced below. The images you see will be the ones used in polling 
stations across the UK and Gibraltar: 
 

 
 
 
There is a further notice that must be displayed at polling stations and this is the notice 
that is available in each polling booth. This will have the following words printed on it: 
 
Put a cross [X] in one box only. Put no other mark on the ballot paper, or your vote may not be 
counted.  

 
Please do let me know if you wish to discuss this further. For the purposes of 
transparency I have written in similar terms to Britain Stronger in Europe.  
 



 

 
 
 

An independent body established by Act of the UK Parliament 

 

Separately I should draw to your attention that we publish an issues log each week, 
flagging any issues such as this which could have an impact on the running of the 
referendum. You can find this on our website here:  
 
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/excel_doc/0008/205757/EU-
Referendum-Live-Issues-Log.xlsx  
 
Yours sincerely  

 
 
Jenny Watson 
Chief Counting Officer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/excel_doc/0008/205757/EU-Referendum-Live-Issues-Log.xlsx
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/excel_doc/0008/205757/EU-Referendum-Live-Issues-Log.xlsx
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