


 

 
The exemption under section 30 is subject to the public interest test. Under the 
circumstances whereby the investigation is ongoing, and that investigation is, in the 
Commission’s view, a matter of importance and public interest the potential harm to the 
investigation caused by releasing the information outweighs the public interest in releasing 
it. Consequently, we are satisfied that it is not the public interest to disclose this 
information in response to your request. 
 
You may wish to note that as a matter of routine the Commission publishes the outcomes 
of all its investigations, once they are concluded.  
 
Exemptions under Section 40  
 
You will also notice that certain personal details have been redacted from the documents 

we are releasing. This redaction is necessary because section 40(2) and (3)(a) of the FOI 
Act provides that personal data, where its disclosure would breach one of the data 
protection principles, is exempt from disclosure. The first data protection principle states 
that personal data must be processed fairly and lawfully. The Commission considers that 
it would be unfair to release the names and personal contact details of junior officials, who 
were not employed in public facing roles and did not act as spokespersons for their 
employer, as those individuals would have a reasonable expectation that this personal 
data would not be disclosed to the general public. 
 
I trust that this information satisfies your request. The Commission strives to be an open, 
transparent authority, but in some circumstances we cannot responsibly release 
requested information, and we ask for your understanding in this regard. 

If you are not satisfied with this response, please note that the Commission operates a 
review procedure, details of which can be found on the Commission website at: 
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/freedom-of-information-requests/how-do-
I-make-an-foi-request 

Please also note that if you have exhausted all internal Commission review procedures 
and you are still not satisfied you have the right to appeal to the Information 
Commissioner. Details of this procedure can be found on the ICO website: 
https://ico.org.uk/ 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

  
 

 
Information, Knowledge and Systems Manager 
The Electoral Commission 

3 Bunhill Row 
London EC1Y 8YZ  
FOI@electoralcommission.org.uk  
electoralcommission.org.uk 
yourvotematters.co.uk 
 
Twitter | Facebook | Blog 
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27 June 2016 

Dear Mr Banks 
 

Compliance Warning 
 

Late delivery of third pre-poll donation and loan reports for the EU Referendum 
 
We confirm receipt of your organisation’s third pre-poll reports. However, the reports, 
which were due on 16 June 2016, were submitted on 17 June 2016 and have been 
treated as late. 
 
Legislation 
 
Under paragraph 39(2) of schedule 1 of the EUR Act, the responsible person of the 
permitted participant must prepare reports of reportable, relevant donations and loans in 
respect of the following periods: 

Reporting period Deadline for pre-poll 
reports 

1 February – 21 April 2016 Thursday 28 April 2016 

22 April – 12 May 2016 Thursday 19 May 2016 

13 May – 9 June 2016 Thursday 16 June 2016 

10 June – 22 June 2016 Wednesday 29 June 
2016 
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25 April 2016 

Dear Mr Banks, 

Approval of registration as a registered campaigner  

Thank you for your application to register as a registered campaigner at the referendum 
on the UK’s membership of the European Union.  

I write to confirm that Veterans for Britain have been added to the register of permitted 
participants at the referendum. Your date of registration is 19 March 2016 when all 
required information was received. I enclose a copy of your entry as it appears on the 
register. It is important that you notify us immediately if there is any error in these details 
so they can be amended as soon as possible. 

The Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000, as amended by the EU 
Referendum Act 2015 imposes a number of requirements on referendum campaigners,  
in relation to donations and spending on regulated campaign activity and reporting 
requirements. These rules help to ensure the integrity and transparency of the 
referendum. If Veterans for Britain do not follow these rules, Veterans for Britain and 
you as the responsible person may be committing a criminal offence. 

As an overview, registered campaigners must: 

 only accept donations or enter into loans with a value of more than £500 for 
referendum spending from permissible sources 

 follow the rules and limits on campaign spending in the run up to the referendum, 
and 

 must record their donations and spending and report it to us 
 







 

Evidence of business activity –Veterans For Britain website 

 

 

No responsible person registered under Mr David Banks 

 












