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You will notice that some of the emails provided to you in relation to Carole Cadwalladr do not have 
the date, subject, to or from. This means you may have emails which are outside the date range of 
your request. Due to an internal error we are unable to advise on the dates of these correspondence. 
We apologise for this inconvenience. 
 
The Commission has not identified any correspondence between us and the following 
individuals/organisations which relate to the scope of your request: 
 The Information Commissions Office 
 The University of Essex, or 
 The Observer and their employees 

Due to the large number of documents for disclosure we have made use our secure cloud-based 
document storage system ‘Objective Connect’.  You will receive an ‘Invitation to Objective Connect 
Email Notification’ (sent to the inbox of ) . This notification will 
contain a link to enable you to start accessing your information. Please find below details on how to 
access the specific area we have set up for your documents.  

1. Click on the link in the email.  

2. You will be prompted to set up your username and password. Your username will be your email 
address, and your password can be whatever you like.  

3. With your username and password, enter both details at the login screen and click ‘login’.  

4. You will now see your personal page, which will show the Share ‘FOI 97/18 - B.  

5. By clicking on the name of the share, you will then find the folder ‘supporting documentation’.  

6. Within this folder you will find your documents. You may view any of these documents by selecting 
the ‘download’ option, and then ‘open’.  

7. In addition you may download a copy to your personal computer by selecting the ‘download’ option 
and then ‘save as’.  

This service will be closed 1 month from the original response date, that is the 24 September 2018. 

 

Exemption under section 40(2) of the FOI Act 
 
Section 40(2) of the FOI Act provides for an exemption where the information requested constitutes 
personal data as defined by the Data Protection Act 2000 (DPA), and where release of the 
information requested would breach one of the data protection principles. Some of the information 
contained in the requested information falls within the description of personal data as defined by 
section 1 of the DPA because the information relates directly to an identifiable living individual. 
Release of this information would breach the first data protection principle, which states the 
information must be processed fairly and lawfully. This information has therefore been redacted. 
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I trust that this information satisfies your request. The Commission strives to be an open, transparent 
authority, but in some circumstances we cannot responsibly release requested information, 
and we ask for your understanding in this regard. 

If you are not satisfied with this response, please note that the Commission operates a review 
procedure, details of which can be found on the Commission website at: 
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/about-us/freedom-of-information-requests/how-do-I-make-an-
foi-request 

Please also note that if you have exhausted all internal Commission review procedures and you are 
still not satisfied you have the right to appeal to the Information Commissioner. Details of this 
procedure can be found on the ICO website: https://ico.org.uk/ 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 

 
Access to Information Officer (FOI and DPA) 
 
The Electoral Commission 
FOI@electoralcommission.org.uk  
electoralcommission.org.uk 
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If you could respond today, that would be great. 
 
Many thanks. 
 
With best wishes, 
 

 

Digital, Culture, Media and Sport Committee 
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA 
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Hi Carole 
 
We can’t go beyond this: 
 
The Commission has a number of investigations open in relation to 
campaigners at the EU Referendum; it does not comment on live 
investigations.  
 
An important part of the Commission’s remit is to investigate whether any 
offences have been committed in breach of the UK’s political finance rules. In 
carrying out that work evidence may come from parties and campaigners, our 
own activities, other regulators or elsewhere. The outcome of our 
investigations will be published in accordance with our Enforcement Policy. 
 
Thanks 
 

 
 

Senior Officer - Scotland 
The Electoral Commission 
City Chambers 
High Street 
Edinburgh 
EH1 1YJ 

electoralcommission.org.uk 
yourvotematters.co.uk 
 
Twitter | Facebook | Blog 
 
We have moved – please note our new address 
 
From: Carole Cadwalladr   

Sent: 24 March 2018 12:20 

To: Press 

Subject: Urgent press inquiry 

 
 
Hi there, 
 
Do you have any comment on the new evidence you've been presented with by 

  
 
Can you let me know? And what your next steps are? 
 
Many thanks, Carole 
 

 



This e-mail and all attachments are confidential and may also be privileged. If you 
are not the named recipient, please notify the sender and delete the e-mail and all 
attachments immediately. Do not disclose the contents to another person. You may 
not use the information for any purpose, or store, or copy, it in any way. Guardian 
News & Media Limited is not liable for any computer viruses or other material 
transmitted with or as part of this e-mail. You should employ virus checking software. 
 
Guardian News & Media Limited is a member of Guardian Media Group plc. Registered Office: PO 
Box 68164, Kings Place, 90 York Way, London, N1P 2AP. Registered in England Number 908396 
 
 
 



Hi Carol, 
 
Thanks for your query. 
 
On polling day for elections or referendums since the Scottish independence referendum in 
2014, Facebook ran their ‘I’m a voter’ button initiative. On these occasions, Facebook asked 
for our consent to include a link to our neutral voter information website, as the best source of 
reliable information for voters on polling day. This website (which you can see at 
www.yourvotematters.co.uk) provides information and advice to voters including on how to 
cast their vote, how to find their polling station and how to contact the elections team at their 
local council. 
 
The Commission welcomes the efforts of any organisation which directs people to accurate 
information about voting, so we were pleased to give our consent for this link, although 
consent was of course not required as this is a free-to-access public website. Advance notice 
of the initiative also enabled us to prepare for the potential increase in traffic to our website, 
so we could ensure a continuity of service for visitors to the site. 
 
We welcome the support of a wide range of public, private and voluntary organisations in 
promoting voter registration and adding value to our own campaign activity; we provide 
resources for organisations to use and coordinate this through our Roll Call newsletter, which 
has over 1500 subscribers from local authorities, NGOs and other organisations. You can see 
that here. 
 
Regards 
 

 
 

From: Carole Cadwalladr
Sent: 13 April 2018 17:14:51 
To: Press 
Subject: Press inquiry: urgent  
 
 
Hi there, 
 
Facebook says that discussed with the electoral commission the implementation of their 
'voter megaphone' and said that it had worked with you on its implementation. 
 
This is the feature that reminds Facebook users to vote on election day. It was used in the 
2015 and 2017 general elections and for the referendum. 
 
Is that right? Can you tell me more what these discussions involved? 
 
Do you understand who they showed the button to? Did you have any concerns about 
whether it might skew the vote in any way? What did Facebook tell you?  
 
I am on deadline for tomorrow so I would appreciate a reply tonight if possible. 
 
Can you please acknowledge receipt of this inquiry. 



 
Many thanks, Carole 
 
 

 
This e-mail and all attachments are confidential and may also be privileged. If you 
are not the named recipient, please notify the sender and delete the e-mail and all 
attachments immediately. Do not disclose the contents to another person. You may 
not use the information for any purpose, or store, or copy, it in any way. Guardian 
News & Media Limited is not liable for any computer viruses or other material 
transmitted with or as part of this e-mail. You should employ virus checking software. 
 
Guardian News & Media Limited is a member of Guardian Media Group plc. Registered Office: PO 
Box 68164, Kings Place, 90 York Way, London, N1P 2AP. Registered in England Number 908396 
 
 
 





Hi Carole, my colleague  sent an email on Friday night and also 
sent it again on Saturday afternoon (see below). Hope the information is helpful. 
 
Kind regards 
 

 
 
 
From:   

Sent: 14 April 2018 12:23 

To: Carole Cadwalladr 

Subject: Re: Press inquiry: urgent 

 
Hi Carol, 
 
Thanks for your query. 
 
On polling day for elections or referendums since the Scottish independence referendum in 
2014, Facebook ran their ‘I’m a voter’ button initiative. On these occasions, Facebook asked 
for our consent to include a link to our neutral voter information website, as the best source of 
reliable information for voters on polling day. This website (which you can see at 
www.yourvotematters.co.uk) provides information and advice to voters including on how to 
cast their vote, how to find their polling station and how to contact the elections team at their 
local council. 
 
The Commission welcomes the efforts of any organisation which directs people to accurate 
information about voting, so we were pleased to give our consent for this link, although 
consent was of course not required as this is a free-to-access public website. Advance notice 
of the initiative also enabled us to prepare for the potential increase in traffic to our website, 
so we could ensure a continuity of service for visitors to the site. 
 
We welcome the support of a wide range of public, private and voluntary organisations in 
promoting voter registration and adding value to our own campaign activity; we provide 
resources for organisations to use and coordinate this through our Roll Call newsletter, which 
has over 1500 subscribers from local authorities, NGOs and other organisations. You can see 
that here. 
 
Regards 
 

 
 

From: Carole Cadwalladr
Sent: 13 April 2018 17:14:51 
To: Press 
Subject: Press inquiry: urgent  
 
 
Hi there, 
 



Facebook says that discussed with the electoral commission the implementation of their 
'voter megaphone' and said that it had worked with you on its implementation. 
 
This is the feature that reminds Facebook users to vote on election day. It was used in the 
2015 and 2017 general elections and for the referendum. 
 
Is that right? Can you tell me more what these discussions involved? 
 
Do you understand who they showed the button to? Did you have any concerns about 
whether it might skew the vote in any way? What did Facebook tell you?  
 
I am on deadline for tomorrow so I would appreciate a reply tonight if possible. 
 
Can you please acknowledge receipt of this inquiry. 
 
Many thanks, Carole 
 
 

 
This e-mail and all attachments are confidential and may also be privileged. If you 
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Hi Carole, following our conversation, below is the press release we issued this morning. 
Apologies that you did not receive it: 
 
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/journalist/electoral-commission-media-
centre/news-releases-donations/details-of-major-campaign-spending-during-eu-referendum-
published-by-electoral-commission  
 
Our database where you can search donations and spending is here 
 
In terms of donations, Leave.EU reported one donation which you can see here 
 
I believe that individual has donated to parties before which you’ll be able to search for on 
the database. 
 
Also, you can see spending by Leave. EU here 
 
I hope this helps. 
 
Thanks, 
 
 
 

 
Press and Public Affairs Manager 
The Electoral Commission 
3 Bunhill Row 
London EC1Y 8YZ 
Tel:  
www.electoralcommission.org.uk  
 
Press office: 020 7271 0704 
Out of office hours: 07789 920 414 
 
You can now register to vote online 
 
Follow us on Twitter | Like us on Facebook | Read our Blog 
 



Hi Carole, we spoke earlier today regarding Sunday’s article in the Observer. As 
discussed, the representative from the Commission that attended the LSE seminar 
did not “speak privately”. This was not at a private event. You mentioned that you 
had spoken to your editor about changing the wording at the time, but that didn’t 
happen. If you could arrange for the article to be amended so that the word ‘privately’ 
was removed, I’d be grateful: https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2017/apr/01/dark-
money-threat-to-uk-elections-integrity  
 
With regards to your questions about recent Electoral Commission assessments: 
 

 I confirmed that the Commission is assessing Leave.EU’s spending return at 
the EU Referendum to determine whether or not there are potential offences 
under the law that require investigation. Our assessment is focused on 
whether any reportable donation – including of services – was made by 
Cambridge Analytica or Goddard Gunster to Leave.EU; whether those 
donations, if any, were from a permissible source; and whether Leave.EU’s 
spending return was complete. 

 
 I confirmed that the Commission had looked into the donation made by Vote 

Leave to Darren Grimes to consider whether they may have breached the 
‘working together rules’. Under the EU Referendum legislation, there must be 
a common plan or arrangement between campaigners in order for the working 
together rules on allocation of reportable campaign spending to apply. 
Campaigners on the same side of the argument can liaise and discuss 
campaigning approaches without meeting the threshold of working together 
within the meaning of the legislation. The Commission has to establish 
evidence that shows an offence beyond reasonable doubt for there to be 
regulatory sanction. With regards to Vote Leave’s donations to Mr Darren 
Grimes, the donations were made by way of a direct payment from Vote 
Leave to AggregateIQ for services provided to Mr Grimes, which is an 
acceptable method of donating under the rules. 
 

 You asked about whether any assessments had been conducted into groups 
such as ‘Veterans for Leave’. The Commission published the spending 
returns of these organisations which are all available to see on our website 
Our review of these spending returns continues but to date, I can confirm, we 
have not conducted an assessment into Veterans for Leave or any of the 
other ‘X for Leave’ groups.  

 
Lastly, I mentioned that the Commission had made recommendations to the UK 
Government for future referendums on issues such as joint campaigning rules. 
Specifically we said: 
 
Parliament should consider the joint spending controls which were in operation for 
this referendum and clarify their scope ahead of any future referendum. These 
controls prevent campaigners setting up multiple campaign groups in order to 
circumvent spending controls, while giving them freedom to work together. To 
improve transparency and enforceability, the controls should include a requirement 
that campaigners include in their post-referendum spending return the names of 



those they worked with and how much they each spent. The current legislation is 
silent on this. 
 
There’s more information in the press release that we issued: 
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/journalist/electoral-commission-media-
centre/news-releases-referendums/governing-legislation-must-be-changed-to-
underpin-future-referendums,-says-electoral-commission?  
 
Kind regards, 
 
 

 
Press and Public Affairs Manager 
The Electoral Commission 
3 Bunhill Row 
London EC1Y 8YZ 
Tel:  
www.electoralcommission.org.uk  
 
Press office: 020 7271 0704 
Out of office hours: 07789 920 414 
 
You can now register to vote online 
 
Follow us on Twitter | Like us on Facebook | Read our Blog 
 



Louise, 
This is further to my submission of October 19.  

Can you confirm that these statements and questions have been put to Cambridge Analytica 
and Leave.EU? 

Carole 
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Leave.EU / EU Referendum  

Lawyers for Cambridge Analytica have told the Guardian/Observer that: 

Neither SCLE nor CA did any work, paid or unpaid, for Leave.EU or any other 
participant in the EU Referendum.   

Our clients have never been retained nor done any work, paid or unpaid, for 

Leave.EU. Our clients did have discussions with Leave.EU about assisting it 
with its campaign; however, no work was done on its behalf as a result of 
Leave.EU not winning official designation and the funding that would have 

come from that.   

In a recent interview [6 November 2017] with Alexander Nix, the CEO of CA, reported 
here, he makes similar claims: 

 
https://techcrunch.com/2017/11/06/the-ceo-of-cambridge-analytica-plans-a-book-on-

its-methods-and-the-us-election/ 
 
Mr. Nix stated that CA “did not work on Brexit,”. Claims in the media to the contrary 

were wrong and based on the ‘liberal media’s’ denial that the UK wanted to leave the 
EU. He says the rumour has come about because they were approached by “by a 

number of different campaigns, pro and against, to discuss whether there might be a 
role for us on Brexit… We had a number of discussions. Obviously, these discussions 
made their way into the public forum but we meet with hundreds of companies every 

year and talk about business opportunities. That doesn’t mean you engage with them 
doesn’t mean you contract with them and it certainly doesn’t mean that you work for 
them.” He says stories by The Guardian that CA worked on pro-Brexit campaigns were 

based on “one or two data points” that they “then created an entire narrative around 
that that was pure fiction.” 

 
Below are a number of reports in the public domain of statements having been made 
by / on behalf of CA and / or behalf of Leave.EU (i.e. those directly involved) that run 

counter to the narrative they have asserted. For example:  
 

 
 October 22, 2015: - Arron Banks (the British businessman and political donor, 

who is the co-founder of the Leave.EU campaign) writes in his memoir “Bad 
Boys of Brexit”, “We’ve hired Cambridge Analytica an American company that 

uses ‘big data and advanced psychographics to influence people.’” 
 

 November 18, 2015: Brittany Kaiser, senior director of Cambridge Analytica, 

at the press launch of Leave.EU, appeared on a panel and was quoted by PR 
Week as saying “[CA] had been approached by the campaign several months 

ago, but only started working with it more recently. She said some of the firm’s 
team of data scientists and analysts, some of whom were based full-time in 
the UK, would be enabling targeted messaging by “understanding why certain 

things worry people … probing why people care about a certain issue””.  
 



 November 19, 2015, Kaiser tells Bloomberg: 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2015-11-19/brexit-campaigners-

put-their-faith-in-u-s-data-wranglers 
the first stage of the work involved interviewing “close to half a million Britons”. 

To put this in context, typical polling samples conducted by firms such as 
YouGov are of about 1,200 people. ...” 
 

 November 20, 2015: The Leave.EU campaign announced that it would be 

working with CA, according to an internet archive: “Cambridge Analytica are 

world leaders in target voter messaging. They will be helping us map the British 
electorate and what they believe in, enabling us to better engage with voters. 

Cambridge Analytica’s psychographic methodology . . . is on another level of 
sophistication.” ( The web page itself has been deleted from the Leave.EU 
website). 

 
 December 6, 2015:  Interview with Arron Banks in the Independent: 

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/eu-referendum-controversial-
leaveeu-co-founder-arron-banks-on-why-hes-happy-to-put-noses-out-of-
a6762806.html 

 
He told the Independent he had “gathered a trio of experienced heavy-hitters 

from the world of politics to ensure victory in the in/out referendum, which will 
be held by the end of 2017 and is expected to take place next year. Cambridge 
Analytica, a data-modelling firm that employs “psychographic profiling” and 

who US Republican presidential hopeful Ted Cruz recently spent $750,000 
on, has helped boost Leave.EU’s social media campaign.” “In three months 

we’ve signed up nearly a third of a million people and [they] continue to sign 
up in huge numbers,” says Mr Banks. “We’ve got almost 270,000 people to our 
Facebook page, so the speed at which we’ve been growing is phenomenal.” 

 

 December 23, 2015: as reporting by Politico, 

https://www.politico.eu/article/leave-eu-anti-political-campaign-brexit-
referendum-uk-eu-reform/  Arron Banks talked about CA to a reporter: CA 

“is using its understanding of our Facebook habits to shape Leave.EU’s own 

micro-messaging”. “Cambridge’s profiles enable it to know what sort of 
advertising appeals to you. It might be aggressive. It might be passive. It might 

be all sorts of different forms”.  

 
 February 3, 2016: Arron Banks tweets saying Leave.EU is working with 

Cambridge Analytica. “One lesson might be ted cruz used Cambridge 

analytics (the smartest SM campaigner in the world. Leave.EU use them.”  

 
 February 7, 2016: Arron Banks tweets: “Our campaign is being run by Gerry 

Gunster (won 24 referendum in the USA and Cambridge analytics experts in 

SM”. 

 
 February 10, 2016 Alexander Nix, CA CEO, quoted in Campaign: 

https://www.campaignlive.co.uk/article/big-data-better-donald-trump/1383025 
“Recently Cambridge Analytica has teamed up with Leave.EU - the UK’s 

largest group advocating for a British exit (or ‘Brexit’) from the EU - to help 



them better understand and communicate with UK voters. We have already 
helped supercharge Leave.EU’s social media campaign by ensuring the right 

messages are getting to the right voters online and the campaign’s Facebook 

page is growing in support to the tune of about 3,000 people per day.” 
 

 23 February 2016: The Wall Street Journal reported 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/both-sides-hire-u-s-help-for-u-k-brexit-vote-
1456289856 that Cambridge Analytica is surveying tens of thousands of 

Britons across the country on issues including partisanship, personality, and 
their concerns about EU membership. The company will then fuse those 
findings with other publicly available data on voters to produce advice for how 

“Leave. EU” should target their messaging more specifically through multiple 

channels.  
 

 31 March 2016: documents GO Movement filed with the Electoral Commission 

record that Cambridge Analytica was “a strategic partner”: 
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/ data/assets/pdf file/0008/19

9916/Go-Movement-Ltd-designation-application.pdf 

 
 2 March, 2016 Audio and transcript of interview with Brittany Kaiser, senior 

director of CA, with Commonwealthy website, in which she says: “Well actually 
right now we are working on the Brexit campaign”. 

 
 March 10, 2016: Brittany Kaiser is interviewed by the Tab : “For the Leave.EU, 

now Grassroots Out, ….. We started analysing their supporters - they had 
hundreds of thousands of people who had signed up online. We were able to 
look at their profiles and their personality data.” She is later recorded as saying 

“Cambridge Analytica’s Brittany Kaiser describes the company’s work for 
Grassroots Out as “a much lighter version of what we do in the US.” They 

analysed every supporter the campaign has signed up and then threw in 
information they could find about those people from social media and publicly 
available data sets like electoral records. On top of that they have the in-depth 

surveys which the campaign has conducted asking supporters what it is about 
the EU they dislike.“ That has allowed them to break anti-EU supporters into 

five different groups including Disaffected Tories or a group loosely referred to 
as young people nervous about their future. That is already allowing the 
campaign to hit different people with different messages. “If you speak to a 

young liberal person about closing they borders that is going to turn them off. 
But you might want to talk to them about creating more jobs in the country,” 

says Kaiser. The Out campaign isn’t about one thing - there are so many topics 
that resonate with different types of people.” Kaiser says her small team in the 
company’s office behind the Japanese embassy in Mayfair – consisting of a 

data scientist and a few creative, messaging experts people and in house 
psychologist – will take on more work for Out once its been decided who the 

official campaign to leave the EU is going to be.”  
 

 September 2016: audio tape recorded by Swiss journalist, Hannes 

Grassegger, of Alexander Nix, saying CA’s work is focussed on US & UK 

politics.  
 



 November 27, 2016: the communications director of Leave.eu, Andy Wigmore 

tweeted “… you forget we used CA to win BREXIT they were spot on in case 

you have forgotten and were with Trump – new rules new ideas”. 
 

 November 27, 2016: Andy Wigmore responding to Louise Mensch: Andy 

Wigmore Retweeted 
Miles Loo Loo - you forget we used CA to win BREXIT they were spot on in 

case you have forgotten and were with Trump - new rules new 
ideas https://twitter.com/louisemensch/status/802925224463306757 … 

 
 January 27, 2017: Wigmore told the Observer’s Reader’s Editor: “we had 

advice from [CA] yes and met them many times yes – employed them we did 
not do – we did not need to they happily helped”.  

 January 30, 2017, Banks responded to a dismissive tweet about Cambridge 

Analytica, with: “Interesting, since we deployed this technology in leave.eu we 
got unprecedented levels of engagement. 1 video 13m views. AI won it for 

leave.” 

 February 22, 2017: during the course of a face-to-face interview with Andy 

Wigmore by Carole Cadwalladr, Wigmore said Robert Mercer offered his help 
– free – to the Brexit campaign. Wigmore said that he introduced Farage and 
Leave.EU to CA: “They were happy to help. Because Nigel is a good friend of 

the Mercers. And Mercer introduced them to us. He said, ‘Here’s this company 
we think may be useful to you’. What they were trying to do in the US and what 

we were trying to do had massive parallels. We shared a lot of information.” 
 

 February 24, 2017: Observer publishes article. Arron Banks tweets answer to 

tweet saying spending only needs to be declared for final 6 weeks: “Quite so 
Jim, our engagement with Cambridge was before spending limits and we have 

correctly filed the restricted amount in the short period.” [Note: campaign 
contributions from foreigners/foreign companies whether of money or of 

services of value - are impermissible both before and during regulated period.] 
 

 March 3, 2017: Arron Banks tweets: “Hi @hugorifkind we made no secret of 

working with Cambridge. We created a huge SM machine that took the 

message to voters.” 
 

 March 7, 2017, the FT reported the following from Wigmore: “However, Andy 

Wigmore, the communications director of the Leave.eu campaign told the 
Financial Times he “confirmed” that Cambridge Analytica provided “initial help 

and guidance” to the Leave.eu campaign, which then went on to develop its 
own artificial intelligence analysis methodology. “The AI machine learning was 
developed in Bristol by 20 mathematicians and actuaries with input from 

Cambridge Analytica at the very beginning and then executed by [US political 
consultancy] Goddard Gunster,” he said.”  

 



 March 7, 2017: Andy Wigmore responded to a tweet about CA being “a false 

meme - anyone can micro target on FB”. He said: “Agreed but that’s not what 

AI does and that’s not what CA did and that’s not what we did - we have now 

applied it to our insurance business.” 
 

 March 23, 2017 Leave.EU co-founder Richard Tice in a Bloomberg article: 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-03-23/trump-data-
gurus-leave-long-trail-of-subterfuge-dubious-dealing 

 “We did undertake some work with Leave.eu, but it’s been significantly 
overreported,” Nix said in a Feb. 8 interview with Bloomberg. Richard Tice, co-

founder of Leave.eu, said on Feb. 23 that the campaign used SCL “to target 
supporters and the way we used our database, Facebook, Twitter, and website 
users.” He adds, “They massively increased the quality of targeting of 

data.”  ….A few days later, Cambridge issued a statement denying any 
involvement in the campaign. Tice, reached again by phone, stood by his 

statements that the firm worked for Leave.eu and said of Cambridge 

Analytica’s denial, “Just put it down to politics.” 
 

 April 21, 2017: Andy Wigmore tweets in response to tweet about Tories hiring 

EdmondsElder: “Analogue! You should use Cambridge Analytics - we did 
apparently can highly recommend them.” 

 
Have you asked Cambridge Analytica the following questions:  

 
 

1.1 What you mean by the term ‘work’ – does this encompass only matters 

formalised in a contract or is it being used in a wider sense?   
1.2 What discussions CA had with Leave.EU about “assisting it with its 

campaign”; when those discussions took place; which individuals were 
involved; and when and why those discussions came to an end; 

1.3 Whether all or any of SCLE, or CA: sent any memoranda or documents, 

gave any presentations, or provided any informal strategic advice to Leave.EU 
(including Better for the Country Ltd), Grassroots Out, Vote Leave or any other 

leave associated campaign group, or any company registered at Companies 
House to Arron Banks, Aron Fraser, Andrew Banks, Arron Andrew Fraser 
Banks, Arron Fraser Andrew Banks, Aaron Banks, Arron M Banks at any time 

and if so, what that information or advice constituted; 
1.4 What discussions CA had with all or any of  Better for the Country Ltd, 

Grassroots Out, Vote Leave or any other leave associated campaign group; 
1.5  What CA means by the word “participant” (when you refer to “any other 
participant” in the EU Referendum). Is it CA’s position that they did no work (in 

the wider sense) of any kind in relation to the EU Referendum? 
1.6 Whether (apart from the discussions referred to in 1.1 above), CA or any 

other company in the SCL Group, any other CA company and/or any other 
company where Robert Mercer, Alexander Nix or Stephen Bannon was a 
major shareholder or officer had any discussions with Leave.EU (including 

Better for the Country Ltd), Grassroots Out, Vote Leave or any other leave 
associated campaign group (or any individual involved with those groups), at 

any time and if so, when those discussions occurred, and with whom;   
1.7 Whether CA (or either or them) or any associated company had any 



“engagement” with Leave.EU (including Better for the Country Ltd), Grassroots 
Out or any other “leave” associated campaign group, at any time, and if so with 

whom and when that engagement commenced and ended; 
1.8 Whether it is accepted that Cambridge Analytica was “a strategic 

partner” with GO Movement; 
1.9 Why Ms Kaiser attended the Leave.EU launch event and appeared on 
the platform with its leaders; 

1.10 Why Ms. Kaiser made the statements referenced above, at the time she 
made them; 

1.11 Whether Ms Kaiser’s statements were approved by or made with the 
knowledge of CA / SCLE. If CA asserts that they were not, have they sought 
to challenge or correct them publicly (since they cannot have failed to 

appreciate the impression that those statements would create), and if so, what 
dates those communications with the publishers occurred; 

1.12 Whether those statements were part of a deliberate and co-ordinated 
PR campaign by SCLE / CA / Mr Nix; 
1.13 How was Ms Kaiser able to assert that CA “started analysing their 

supporters - they had hundreds of thousands of people who had signed up 14 
online”, if she did not have access to their CRM or e-mail systems; how did 

she know the internal e-mail sign-up rates of Grassroots Out; 
1.14 whether you accept that Ms Kasier’s appearance on this panel should 
be construed as 'work' given that she was appearing as a CA employee;  

1.15 Whether any of Leave.EU (including Better for the Country Ltd), 
Grassroots Out, Vote Leave or any other leave associated campaign group 

shared information with any of (i) SCLE, (ii) CA Ltd, (iii) CA, and if so when and 
what they information was. 
1.16 Whether any of (i) SCLE, (ii) CA Ltd, (iii) CA shared information with any 

of Leave.EU, Grassroots Out or any other leave associated campaign group, 
and if so when and what that information was. 

1.17 Whether SCLE or CA conducted any analysis that lead to a voter 
segmentation that broke down “anti-EU supporters into five different groups 
including Disaffected Tories or a group loosely referred to as young people 

nervous about their future”;  
1.18 When Mr Nix asserted that CA “[had] already helped supercharge 

Leave.EU’s social media campaign by ensuring the right messages are getting 
to the right voters online”, what messages CA had already “supercharged” to 
ensure they were getting to the right voters;  

1.19 When Mr Nix said that “[Leave.EU’s] Facebook page is growing in 
support to the tune of about 3,000 people per day”, how he knew the sign-up 

rates of Leave.EU; 
1.20 The times and dates of any meetings between Arron Banks, Andy 
Wigmore, and / or Nigel Farage with CA /SCLE or their employees / contractors 

from both before and after the referendum; 
1.21 Details of any ongoing work/informal arrangement you have with Nigel 

Farage. 
 

 

 

2. Corporate structure of SCLE and CA 



CA told The Guardian/Observer: 

SCLE is a privately owned English data analytics company based in London that 

uses novel data analysis to make detailed and accurate predictions about the 
behaviour of individuals. It designs marketing and campaigns addressed to those 
individuals.  

CA is a US based Limited Liability Corporation which has a service agreement with 

and the exclusive right to offer services in North America on behalf of SCLE.  

Both SCLE and CA have offices in London and are registered as data controllers in 
England for the purposes of the Data Protection Act 1998.   

We understand that SCLE is owned and operated by SCL Analytics Limited, which is 
part of the SCL Group Limited, and the SCL Group is the ultimate parent company for 
SCLE. We also understand that SCLE is the parent company of a UK registered 

company called Cambridge Analytica (UK) Limited. We note that there are two 
companies registered with Companies House in the UK with the name “Cambridge 

Analytica” (Cambridge Analytica Ltd (Company number: 091545032) (“CAL”) and 
Cambridge Analytica (UK) Ltd (Company number 093759203) (“CAUKL”). For the time 
being we will refer in this letter to the various CA, CAL, CAUKL companies as CA. Mr 

Nix, now CEO of CA, was a Director of SCLE. We also understand that SCLE holds 
shares in CA LLC.  

 
We also understand that there are a number of different companies bearing the CA 
name, incorporated in the US: (i) Cambridge Analytica LLC (December 2013) CA 

political LLC (January 2015) in addition to SCL US (April 2014).  
 
CA LLC appointed SCLE in or about April 2014 to procure and provide voter 

information, datasets and other demographic data on US target populations, in order 
to create a Database of Record (“DBOR”)and a digital voter targeting platform, 

including the integration of social media data into the DBOR.  
 
Have you clarified?  

 
1.1 The corporate relationship(s), if any, between SCLE, CA, CAL and CAUKL both 

in terms of corporate personnel and shareholdings / equitable interests; 
1.2 The relationship between SCLE and wider CA companies;  
1.3 Whether CA is replying to you as CAL and CAUK?; 

 

 



Dear Carole 
 
Thank you for your email. I confirm receipt of it and have passed it to the senior 
investigator leading our investigation in respect of Leave.EU’s spending return for 
the EU Referendum. I am aware you asked our press office whether we are 
investigating Goddard Gunster. As they explained, we are not. Goddard Gunster was 
not a registered campaigner in the EU referendum; none of the PPERA rules applied 
to it. We are investigating whether or not Leave.EU failed to report services provided 
by Goddard Gunster and Cambridge Analytica in its referendum spending return. 
That investigation is ongoing. As I am sure you appreciate it would not be 
appropriate to discuss it further at this time, but we will publish the outcome in due 
course.  
 
Thank you also for your email in regard of ‘bots’. Again I can’t comment on questions 
put to Leave.EU as part of our ongoing investigation. What I can say is that the use 
of bots by referendum campaigners is not prohibited by PPERA or any other 
legislation. As with any campaign activity, it is subject to the rules in that legislation. 
If you have evidence that any campaigner failed to adhere to the PPERA rules in 
respect of the use of bots, please do sent it to me. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Louise  
 
 
Louise Edwards  
Head of Regulation  
The Electoral Commission 
3 Bunhill Row 
London EC1Y 8YZ  

electoralcommission.org.uk 
yourvotematters.co.uk 
 
Twitter | Facebook | Blog 
 
 

  



 
 
 
 
From: Carole Cadwalladr   

Sent: 24 January 2018 20:47 

To: Louise Edwards 

Subject: Goddard Gunster 

 
 
Hi Louise, 
 
I'm slightly confused about the Electoral Commission's investigation into Leave.EU. I am 
assuming that Goddard Gunster is part of that? I can find no record of Leave.EU declaring 
the firm's services in the spending returns it filed with you? Gerry Gunster of the firm gave 
interviews in which he said that as well as his strategic role, he had ten employees embedded 
in Leave.EU's office...yet there seems to be no record of this as either a spending expense or a 
gift. Am I correct in assuming you are investigating the firm's role in relation to the question 
of a) whether Leave.EU filed its spending return correctly? And b) the question of whether 
Leave.EU was in receipt of one or more impermissible donations? Could you confirm that? 
 
I became aware today that Cambridge Analytica and Goddard Gunster use the same lawyer at 
the same law firm as Cambridge Analytica: at Squire Patton Boggs. I believe has 
significance for your inquiry.  
 
I attach a timeline of open source statements about the work Goddard Gunster did for 
Leave.EU at the end of which I include two legal letters.  
 
This includes a letter of Squire, Patton & Boggs sent to a journalist at Thomson 
Reuters on behalf of Goddard Gunster threatening legal action.  
 
And a letter  that of Squire, Patton & Boggs sent to the Guardian on behalf of 
Cambridge Analytica, threatening legal action.  
 
As you know, Cambridge Analytica is now saying it did no work for Leave.EU. Is it just a 
coincidence then that it engaged the same legal firm as that used by Leave.EU's chief 
strategist? And if it was a coincidence, wouldn't there be a conflict here? It would unusual for 
a lawyer to take on a job that conflicts with an existing client and given Cambridge Analytica 
had already retained  why did he take on a company that worked closely with 
the campaign his client is now asserts it never worked for?  
 
I very much hope that you will write to Cambridge Analytica and Goddard Gunster and ask 
them how they came to use the same lawyer. If CA and GG would agree to waive their client 
confidentiality, at Squire, Patton & Boggs could answer that question directly, 
perhaps? And also, potentially answer questions about if there is a third party who is paying 
for his services?  
 
Can you confirm that you have received this? And I'd be grateful if you could clarify the 
status of any investigations into the firm. 
 
Many thanks, Carole  
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Hi Louise, 
 
Happy new year. 
 
A couple of things. You confirmed receipt of one of my emails regarding submissions to the 
EC. Can you confirm that that you received these too? 
 
I'd also like to draw your attention to an article from the Wall Street Journal from February 
23, 2016 that I did not include previously. 
 
https://www.wsj.com/articles/both-sides-hire-u-s-help-for-u-k-brexit-vote-1456289856 
 
It's a US paper of record and the article is based on an interview with Gerry Gunster. It states 
the following:  
 
“Cambridge Analytica is surveying tens of thousands of Britons across the 
country on issues including partisanship, personality, and their concerns about 
EU membership. The company will then fuse those findings with other publicly 
available data on voters to produce advice for how Leave. EU should target their 
messaging more specifically through multiple channels.”  
 
This is very significant, I think. This is what CA calls the "super sample" and it's a key part of 
its methodology. A super sample is a much-larger-than-average qualitative survey of the 
population that forms the bedrock of the model that the company builds.  
 
This interview was carried out and reported contemporaneously and it confirms what I know 
from other sources is Cambridge Analytica's standard operating procedure. It is an expensive 
and time-consuming but is the absolute cornerstone of their methodology. 
 
I would like to know: 
 
Has CA been asked about this polling? Has Gerry Gunster? Has Leave.EU/Grassroots Out? It 
is on the record that Leave.EU worked with Survation. Has it been asked if it carried out this 
work for Leave.EU/GO/CA/Goddard Gunster? And if so, who paid for it?  
 
Very best, Carole 
 
 
On 18 December 2017 at 15:38, Carole Cadwalladr  
wrote: 
Louise, 
 
This (with a minor amendment concerning language to the letter) is what I submitted to you 
previously. I still don't know if you received these or took any of my reporting into account. 
According to documents others have FOI-ed, you said you hadn't seen the evidence it was 
based on. I will repeat again, that you are welcome to inspect it at any time.  
 
Can you confirm receipt of these emails? 
 



I'm on if you have any queries.  
 
Best, Carole 
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Dear Ms Cadwalladr 
 
Further to our recent email exchanges, please find attached a letter requesting 
information from you. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
With regards 
 
Louise Edwards 
 
Louise Edwards  
Head of Regulation  
The Electoral Commission 
3 Bunhill Row 
London EC1Y 8YZ  

 
electoralcommission.org.uk 
yourvotematters.co.uk 
 
Twitter | Facebook | Blog 
 
 



 
 
From: Carole Cadwalladr < >  
Sent: 12 May 2018 07:35 
To: FOI <FOI@electoralcommission.org.uk> 
Subject: FOI request 

 
 
 
 
Hi there, 
 
I'd like to request any communications you have that reference Cambridge Analytica and/or 
SCL. This is to include communications with directors/employees of: 
 
- Cambridge Analytica/SCL 
- AIQ 
- Leave.EU 
- Vote Leave 
 
I'd also like to FOI any internal correspondence/documentation regarding the company. 
 
With best wishes, Carole 
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News & Media Limited is not liable for any computer viruses or other material 
transmitted with or as part of this e-mail. You should employ virus checking software. 
Guardian News & Media Limited is a member of Guardian Media Group plc. Registered Office: PO 
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From: Carole Cadwalladr < >  
Sent: 26 April 2018 16:53 
To: FOI <FOI@electoralcommission.org.uk> 
Subject: FOI request 

 
 

Dear sir/madam, 

In the interests of openness and transparency and the terms of the Freedom of Information Act, 2000, 
could you kindly provide me with details of: 
 
1) Any correspondence you've had with Dominic Cummings from April 19-26, this year. 
 
I understand (from him) that he has sent you evidence/explanation of the deletions on the 
Vote Leave shared drive. 
 
This is one email, I believe, and therefore it should be a matter of minutes to find/recover, I 
would be grateful if were able to expedite this request. 
 
Many thanks, Carole 
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From: Carole Cadwalladr  
Sent: 11 May 2018 16:26 
To: 

Subject: Re: Leave.EU fined for multiple breaches of electoral law following investigation 

 
 
Hi  
Thanks for this. Can I check something? 
 
We ran this piece on April 14:  
 
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2018/apr/14/leave-eu-arron-banks-new-question-
referendum-funded-brexit-cambridge-analytica 
 
The invoice referred to is reproduced here.  
 
https://twitter.com/carolecadwalla/status/985287648288870406?lang=en 
 
As noted in the article, a donation of £42,000 from Better For The Country Ltd was declared 
by UKIP on June 6, 2016. This was to cover the cost of the data work done by Cambridge 
Analytica, as confirmed to us by  
 
Was this evidence considered by the Electoral Commission in the report it published this 
morning? 
 
Can I have an answer by 6pm today?  
 
Many thanks, Carole 
 
 
On 11 May 2018 at 07:01, 

wrote: 

Leave.EU fined for multiple breaches of electoral law following 
investigation 

Leave.EU has been fined £70,000 by the Electoral Commission for offences committed under 
electoral law, following its investigation into the campaigner’s funding and spend during the 
EU referendum.  

The investigation concluded that Leave.EU incorrectly reported what it spent at the EU 
referendum. It exceeded its statutory spending limit and delivered incomplete and inaccurate 
spending and transaction returns.  

Leave.EU failed to include at least £77,380 in its spending return, thereby exceeding the 
spending limit for non-party registered campaigners by at least 10%. The Commission also 



considers that the unlawful over-spend may well have been considerably higher than that. 
Services the group received from the US campaign strategy firm Goddard Gunster were not 
included in the spending return, despite a proportion of them having been used during 
Leave.EU’s referendum campaign. 

The Commission found Leave.EU inaccurately reported three loans it had received. This 
included a lack of transparency and incorrect reporting around who provided the loans, the 
dates the loans were entered into, the repayment date and the interest rate. Finally, Leave.EU 
failed to provide the required invoice or receipt for 97 payments of over £200, totalling 
£80,224.  

As part of the investigation, the Commission looked at whether Leave.EU received services 
from Cambridge Analytica that should have been declared on its spending return. The 
investigation found no evidence that Leave.EU received donations or paid-for services from 
Cambridge Analytica for its referendum campaigning and found that the relationship did not 
develop beyond initial scoping work.  

Through its investigation, the Commission also has reasonable grounds to suspect that the 
responsible person for Leave.EU committed criminal offences and she has therefore been 
referred to the Metropolitan Police.  

Bob Posner, Electoral Commission Director of Political Finance and 
Regulation & Legal Counsel, said:  

“The rules we enforce were put in place by Parliament to ensure transparency and public 
confidence in our democratic processes. It is therefore disappointing that Leave.EU, a key 
player in the EU referendum, was unable to abide by these rules. Leave.EU exceeded its 
spending limit and failed to declare its funding and its spending correctly. These are serious 
offences. The level of fine we have imposed has been constrained by the cap on the 
Commission’s fines.”  

Background to the investigation  

Under the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (PPERA) it was the 
responsibility of all campaigners to ensure that an accurate and complete campaign spending 
return was submitted to the Electoral Commission by the statutory deadline following the EU 
referendum. 

In February 2017, through its proactive monitoring work, the Commission became aware of 
suggestions that services had been provided to Leave.EU by the US data analytics firm 
Cambridge Analytica and the US campaign strategist firm Goddard Gunster. Leave.EU’s 
spending return did not include spending with either organisation. Any services provided at 
no cost would have constituted a donation from an impermissible source. An investigation 
was opened in April 2017 and the scope of that investigation was extended as further 
evidence came to light.  

Scope of the investigation  

The investigation examined: 



The accuracy of pre-poll transaction reporting of regulated loans totalling £6m given to 
Leave.EU in relation to the referendum. 

The completeness of Leave.EU’s referendum campaign spending return, looking at the 
same transactions, the spending, and the inclusion of supporting invoices and receipts for 
payments over £200. 

Whether Leave.EU exceeded its statutory spending limit for referendum campaign activity. 
As a registered campaigner that was not a political party and was not the designated lead for 
one of the referendum outcomes, it had a limit of £700,000. 

Conclusions of the investigation  

The Commission found that:  

Leave.EU failed to include a minimum of £77,380 in its spending return, thereby exceeding 
its spending limit by more than 10%. The Commission is satisfied that the actual figure was 
in fact greater, given the failure to report an appropriate proportion of the cost of services 
provided by Goddard Gunster. 

Leave.EU did not correctly report the receipt of three regulated transactions from Mr Arron 
Banks, totalling £6million. The dates the transactions were entered into, the repayment date, 
the interest rate and the provider of the transactions were all incorrectly reported.  

Leave.EU paid for services from the US campaign strategy firm Goddard Gunster that 
should have been reported in its spending return but were not.  

Leave.EU failed to include in its referendum spending return, spending of £77,380 in fees 
paid to the company Better for the Country Limited as its campaign organiser.  

Leave.EU failed to provide the required invoice or receipt for 97 payments of over £200, 
cumulatively totalling £80,224.  

Report on an investigation in respect of the Leave.EU Group Limited.  

Ends 

For more information please contact the Electoral Commission press office on 020 7271 0704 
or press@electoralcommission.org.uk. Out of office hours: 07789 920414 

Notes to editors:  

The Electoral Commission is the independent body which oversees elections and regulates 
political finance in the UK. It works to promote public confidence in the democratic process 
and ensure its integrity by:  

• enabling the delivery of free and fair elections and referendums, focusing on 
the needs of electors and addressing the changing environment to ensure every 
vote remains secure and accessible 



• regulating political finance – taking proactive steps to increase transparency, 
ensure compliance and pursue breaches 

• using our expertise to make and advocate for changes to our democracy, 
aiming to improve fairness, transparency and efficiency 

• The Commission was set up in 2000 and reports to the UK and Scottish Parliaments. 

• The Electoral Commission has a range of enforcement powers under PPERA. For more 
information on the regulatory work of the Commission see the website here. 

• Any potential breaches of the rules which regulate non-political campaigners spending are 
considered in line with the Commission's enforcement policy which can be accessed here, 
details of sanctions issued can be found here. 

• An individual or organisation that is issued with a sanction by the Electoral Commission has 
28 days to appeal that decision. Any such appeal is made to the County Court. 

• Unpaid fines will increase by 50% if not paid within 56 days of being imposed. After a 
further 28 days we may take action to obtain payment through the courts using the debt 
recovery process. 

• Any penalties that are imposed by the Commission go into the Consolidated Fund. This is 
managed by HM Treasury and not the Electoral Commission. 
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From:  
Sent: 04 June 2018 18:19 
To: dan.sabbagh
Subject: Your call 

 
Hi Dan, 
 
Thanks for your call. 
 
As discussed, the electoral commission opened an investigation into Arron Banks and his 
company Better for the Country Ltd late last year, the press release is here 
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/journalist/electoral-commission-media-
centre/news-releases-donations/electoral-commission-statement-regarding-better-for-the-
country-limited-and-mr-arron-banks  
 
Let me know if you have any further questions. 
 
Best, 
 

  
 



 
 
From: David Pegg  
Sent: 14 June 2018 16:59 
To: 
Subject: Re: 

 
Thanks again Please could you let me know when you have received the papers and 
any details on schedule/location etc that you can share at that time? 
 
All the best, 
 
David 
 
 
David Pegg 
Reporter 
Guardian News & Media 
----- 

------ 

 
Kings Place, 90 York Way,  
London N1 9GU 
theguardian.com 
----- 
Download the Guardian app for Android and iOS 
 
On 14 June 2018 at 16:57, 

wrote: 

We haven’t had the papers yet, so can’t provide any further information at this time. You 
might want to contact Leave.EU lawyers.  

Thanks, 

  

From: David Pegg  
Sent: 14 June 2018 16:38 
To:  
Subject: Re:  

Hi  thanks v much for this. Aren't there lots of county courts? Is it a particular one to 
which this appeal has been made? Does your legal department have a case number? 

Many thanks, 



David 

 
 

David Pegg 
Reporter 
Guardian News & Media 
----- 

 
 

------ 

 
Kings Place, 90 York Way,  
London N1 9GU 
theguardian.com 
----- 
Download the Guardian app for Android and iOS 

On 14 June 2018 at 16:36, 
wrote: 

Hi David,  

Thanks for your call earlier.  

Any such appeal is made to the County Court, as detailed in our media briefing here. 
Therefore you should contact the Country Court with your query.  

Thanks and best wishes, 

  

 

Senior Communications Officer (Media relations)  

The Electoral Commission 

3 Bunhill Row 
London EC1Y 8YZ  

 

electoralcommission.org.uk 

yourvotematters.co.uk 



Twitter | Facebook | Blog 
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From:  
Sent: 05 February 2018 16:11 
To: 'Rajeev Syal' < > 
Subject: RE: Your enquiry 

 
Hi Rajeev, 
 
Unfortunately we can’t say anything further than what is in the below documents. 
 
Best, 
 

 
 
From: Rajeev Syal [ ]  

Sent: 05 February 2018 13:24 
To:  

Subject: Re: Your enquiry 

 
Thanks v much for the information but I was hoping to receive a comment on two specific 
claims.  
 
I won't be filing until 430pm now, which should give you time for a reply if you wish to do 
so.  
 

writes in his memoirs that the Lib Dems asked  to check out 
as a possible donor in the Spring of 2005, a few weeks before the general 

election..  
 

had, at this point, given the party a check for £100,000 which they had not yet cashed, 
said. 

 
He said the police in turn gave the party information about bank accounts. The 
police said  "had made money relatively quickly but that there was no gun running, 
drug dealing or any other illegal activities going on",  writes.  
 
"This information was, of course, given in strict confidence but it provided us with significant 
reassurance and we used it later to help demonstrate to the Electoral Commission with the 
help of an opinion I obtained from a leading that this and other evidence showed that we 
had done what we reasonably could to check the provenance of company 
and that no court could reasonably expect us after we had spent his donations during the 
election to pay an equivalent sum to all his donations to the Treasury. " 
 
He says in his book that the party had 28 days to accept the donation, and did so based upon 
the  reassurances.  
"We felt confident to proceed on the basis of the convincing information that we had, and the 

information in particular."  
 
Subsequently, it emerged that  was an international fraudster who defrauded victims 
out of tens of millions of pounds. His victims claimed that  used the donations to 





 

The outcome of investigation was challenged and was independently reviewed by 
the Parliamentary Health Service Ombudsman (PHSO). We did not agree with all of 
their findings and issued this statement: 

 

https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/journalist/electoral-commission-
media-centre/news-releases-donations/parliamentary-and-health-service-
ombudsman-phso-report-on-electoral-commission-investigation-into-donations-from-
5th-avenue-partners-ltd-to-the-liberal-democrats  

 

Here is our response to the report by the Parliamentary Ombudsman which goes into 
further detail what we did and did not agree with:  

 

https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/ data/assets/pdf file/0005/169835/2014-
07-02-Electoral-Commission-response-to-PHSO.pdf  

 

I hope this helps. 

 

Best, 

 

 

 

Communications Officer  

The Electoral Commission 

3 Bunhill Row 
London EC1Y 8YZ  
020 7271 0548 

electoralcommission.org.uk 

yourvotematters.co.uk 



 

Twitter | Facebook | Blog 
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From: Dan Sabbagh  
Sent: 04 June 2018 19:19 
To: Press <press@electoralcommission.org.uk> 
Subject: press inquiry 

 
 thanks for your help re on Monday night. 

 
I wondered if you or a colleague could explain to me a couple of things in your report 
on Vote Leave any time on Tuesday. 
 
My number is below 
 
....dan 
 
--  
Dan Sabbagh 
Associate editor 
The Guardian 
 

 
 

 
This e-mail and all attachments are confidential and may also be privileged. If you 
are not the named recipient, please notify the sender and delete the e-mail and all 
attachments immediately. Do not disclose the contents to another person. You may 
not use the information for any purpose, or store, or copy, it in any way. Guardian 
News & Media Limited is not liable for any computer viruses or other material 
transmitted with or as part of this e-mail. You should employ virus checking software. 
Guardian News & Media Limited is a member of Guardian Media Group plc. Registered Office: PO 
Box 68164, Kings Place, 90 York Way, London, N1P 2AP. Registered in England Number 908396 
 
 
 





------ 

 
Kings Place, 90 York Way,  
London N1 9GU 
theguardian.com 
----- 
Download the Guardian app for Android and iOS 
 
On 20 June 2018 at 11:31,  wrote: 

Yes the Electoral Commission does know the case number but it is for the court to 
provide this to you. This is a case number generated by the court. A process being 
overseen by the court. It is therefore for the court to provide this to you. 

 

No, the Electoral Commission does not know when the first hearing will be. 

 

 

 

From: David Pegg [mailto ]  

Sent: 20 June 2018 11:26 
To: 
Subject:  

 

Thank you  Can I ask: 

 

1) Does the Electoral Commission know the case number? 

2) Do you yet know when the first hearing will be? 

 

Thanks again, 

 
 

David Pegg 



Reporter 
Guardian News & Media 
----- 

------ 

 
Kings Place, 90 York Way,  
London N1 9GU 
theguardian.com 
----- 
Download the Guardian app for Android and iOS 

 

On 20 June 2018 at 10:13, > wrote: 

Hi David,  

 

I have been informed that the appeal has been filed at the London County Court. 
You should contact them directly for a case reference number or Leave.EU’s 
lawyers. 

 

You can find contact details for the court here: https://county-courts.co.uk/central-
london-county-court/  

 

 

 

 

 

Media Relations and Public Information Manager 

The Electoral Commission 

3 Bunhill Row 

London EC1Y 8YZ 



www.electoralcommission.org.uk  

 

Press office: 020 7271 0704 

Out of office hours: 07789 920 414 

 

You can now register to vote online 

 

Follow us on Twitter | Like us on Facebook | Read our Blog 

 

 

 

From: David Pegg  
Sent: 19 June 2018 16:35 
To: 
Subject: 

 

Hi  thanks for calling back earlier. As discussed, please could you let us in which 
county court the Leave.EU appeal has been filed, and provide us with the case number. 
Appreciate you can't issue comments beyond case details but we will need this so we can do 
our reporting. Many thanks, David 

 
 

David Pegg 
Reporter 
Guardian News & Media 
----- 

------ 

 
Kings Place, 90 York Way,  
London N1 9GU 
theguardian.com 
----- 



Download the Guardian app for Android and iOS 

 

On 19 June 2018 at 13:19,  <
> wrote: 

Hi David,  

 

Apologies I tried to call, but must have missed you. Please do call directly on the 
number below when is convenient for you.  

 

Thanks, 

  

 

 

 

Senior Communications Officer (Media relations)  

The Electoral Commission 

3 Bunhill Row 
London EC1Y 8YZ  

electoralcommission.org.uk 

yourvotematters.co.uk 

 

Twitter | Facebook | Blog 

 

 

 

From: David Pegg >  
Sent: 19 June 2018 12:00 



To: 
Subject: 

 

Hi  rang for you earlier and spoke to Could you give me a ring when you 
have a sec? 

 

D 

 
 

David Pegg 
Reporter 
Guardian News & Media 
----- 

------ 

 
Kings Place, 90 York Way,  
London N1 9GU 
theguardian.com 
----- 
Download the Guardian app for Android and iOS 
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Dear  
 
Thank you very much for your help with this. Please find below a summary of the facts as we 
understand them: 
 
1) Better for the Country Limited, a company controlled by  provided 
"administrative services" of £12,392,258 to Leave.EU Group Limited in the financial year to 
May 2016. Leave.EU Group was only incorporated in September 2015. Therefore this 
£12.4m of administrative services must have been provided between September 2015 and 
May 2016. 
 
2) Leave.EU's sole purpose during the period in question was to campaign to leave the 
European Union. Leave.EU Group Ltd has never reported receiving any gifts from or 
spending any money with Better for the Country Ltd in its submissions to the Electoral 
Commission. 
 
3) Approached for comment,  a director of both companies, said: 
 
"The spend is in relation [to] campaign management services i.e. everything that was spent 
and recharged in running and setting up the leave campaign to to the month and year to May 
2016. 
 
It includes costs prior to the regulated period, which were assessed as to whether any 
element should be included in the regulated period." 
 
Please can you let me know if the Electoral Commission has any comment on the above. If 
so, please could you email me by 1200 tomorrow (Tuesday 1st May 2018). 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
David Pegg 
Reporter 
Guardian News & Media 
----- 

------ 

 
Kings Place, 90 York Way,  
London N1 9GU 
theguardian.com 
----- 
Download the Guardian app for Android and iOS 
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From:  
Sent: 04 April 2018 16:05 
To: 'David Pegg' 
Subject: RE: The Guardian - Vote Leave Donations as Spending 

 
Hi David, 
 
Sorry for the delay. 
 
Our guidance on political party campaign spending can be found here: 
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/find-information-by-subject/political-parties-
campaigning-and-donations/political-party-spending-at-elections  
 
Non-party campaigner spending: https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/find-
information-by-subject/political-parties-campaigning-and-donations/non-party-
campaign-spending-and-donations-at-elections  
 
Campaigner at a referendum here: https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/find-
information-by-subject/political-parties-campaigning-and-donations/campaign-
spending-and-donations-at-referendums  
 
As mentioned, regulated entities will only need to report spending to us during a 
regulated period. 
 
It is also important to bear in mind that under PPERA, campaigners can work 
together and spend money as part of a ‘coordinated plan’. You can see our guidance 
on this at the EU referendum here: 
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/ data/assets/pdf file/0005/194621/Workin
g-together-for-EU-referendum-campaigners.pdf  
 
Hope this is useful! 
 
Best, 
 

 
 
From: David Pegg  
Sent: 04 April 2018 14:40 

To:  

Subject: Re: The Guardian - Vote Leave Donations as Spending 

 
Hi  going to chase on this. Please can I have a copy of whatever rules exist for how 
donations between registered entities should be reported by the "spending" side? 
 
Many thanks, 
 
 
David Pegg 
Reporter 



Guardian News & Media 
----- 

------ 

 
Kings Place, 90 York Way,  
London N1 9GU 
theguardian.com 
----- 
Download the Guardian app for Android and iOS 
 
On 3 April 2018 at 15:04, David Pegg <d > wrote: 
Hi  
 
Should have predicted that!  
 
Please can you provide me with a clear description of what the rules are on when and how 
registered entities report donations made to other registered entities, without regard to any 
specific relevant entity? 
 
Many thanks, 
 
David 
 
 
David Pegg 
Reporter 
Guardian News & Media 
----- 

------ 

 
Kings Place, 90 York Way,  
London N1 9GU 
theguardian.com 
----- 
Download the Guardian app for Android and iOS 
 
On 3 April 2018 at 14:58,  
wrote: 

Hi David, 

 

Thanks for your email. 





This (presumably) occurred within the relevant period for the EU referendum. Is this an error 
on their part? Is there some reason they didn't need to report the donations? What is the 
explanation for this? 

 

Thank you for your ongoing help with this... 

 

Best wishes, 

 
 

David Pegg 
Reporter 
Guardian News & Media 
----- 

------ 

 
Kings Place, 90 York Way,  
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theguardian.com 
----- 
Download the Guardian app for Android and iOS 
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