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Victor	the	Vote	Counter	
VO	SCRIPT	(v11	11‐03‐11	TL)	
	
1.	INTRO	
	
Open	to	a	close	up	of	a	calendar.	‘May	5th’	fills	the	screen.	It’s	ringed	in	red	pen,	and	
‘REFERENDUM’	is	written	inside	the	calendar	space.	
	
Hello.		
On	Thursday	May	5th	2011,	there	will	be	a	referendum	on	the	voting	system	you	use	
to	elect	MPs	to	the	House	of	Commons.	
	
The	camera	starts	to	slowly	pull	back,	revealing	more	dates	on	the	calendar.	We	see	
that	we’re	looking	at	a	wall	calendar	on	an	office	wall.	
	
There	are	two	voting	systems	for	you	to	choose	between:	the	current	system	and	a	
different	one.	To	explain	them	both,	I’d	like	to	introduce	Victor.	
	
Pulling	fully	back,	Victor	and	his	office	are	revealed.	He’s	sat	at	his	desk,	lit	by	a	cone	of	
light.	It’s	quite	dark	behind	him.	
	
It’s	Victor’s	job	to	count	every	vote	in	our	elections,	and	that	means	he’s	something	
of	an	expert	in	these	things.			
	
Ready	to	do	some	explaining,	Victor?	
	
He	nods.		As	the	VO	explains	the	choices,	signs	illuminate	in	the	darkness	behind	his	
desk.	
	
Great.		
So,	there	are	two	systems	to	choose	from:	‘First	past	the	post’	and	‘Alternative	vote’.		
	
We’ll	look	at	the	‘First	Past	the	Post’	system	first,	shall	we?	
	
If	you’d	rather	decide	what	to	watch	yourself,	just	click	one	of	the	buttons	below.	
You	can	click	these	at	any	time	to	jump	back	and	forth	through	the	video.		
	
Otherwise	just	sit	back,	relax,	and	let	Victor	be	your	guide.	
	
Approx	40	secs	
	
	
	
	
	
	







	
	
	
	
	
2a.	FPTP		
	
Victor	stands	up	and	walks	left.	We’re	now	in	a	new	part	of	the	room.	The	words	‘First	
past	the	post’	are	against	the	wall,	and	a	huge	heap	of	papers	sits	in	a	mound	on	the	
floor.	Victor	expertly	dives	in,	headfirst.	
	
‘First	past	the	post’	is	the	system	we	currently	use	in	UK	general	elections;	here’s	
how	it	works.	
	
Victor	emerges	clutching	a	vote	slip.		We	cut	to	see	it	full	screen.		There	is	a	list	of	
candidates,	A	through	D.		Candidate	B	is	marked	with	a	cross.	
	
With	‘First	past	the	post’,	you	vote	for	one	candidate.	You	do	this	by	putting	a	cross	
into	the	box	of	the	person	you	want	to	vote	for.	
	
We	cut	back	to	the	room.		Victor	is	busily	counting	votes	from	the	pile,	his	tongue	
poked	out	in	concentration.		
	
The	votes	for	each	candidate	are	then	put	into	a	pile	and	counted.		
	
We	flash	forward.	The	votes	are	now	all	counted	in	four	tall	piles	against	the	wall.		
Candidate	A’s	pile	is	tallest.	
	
When	the	counting	is	finished	the	candidate	with	the	most	votes	wins.	
	
Victor	extends	a	tape	measure	and	verifies	Candidate	A,	nodding.	
	
A	candidate	doesn’t	need	to	get	a	minimum	number	of	votes	–	to	win	they	only	need	
more	votes	than	any	other	candidate.	
	
He	pins	a	rosette	on	candidate	A’s	pile,	and	walks	right	to	return	to	his	desk.	
	
Thank	you,	Victor!		
	
Victor	is	back	behind	his	desk.	The	two	signs	–	‘FPTP’	and	‘AV’	‐	are	illuminated	behind	
him.	
	
Next	we’ll	look	at	the	‘Alternative	Vote’	system.	
	
Victor	nods.	
	







If	you’d	like	to	hear	First	Past	the	Post	explained	again,	or	to	skip	to	the	end,	just	
click	one	of	the	buttons	below.	
	
Approx	55secs	(total	1min	35secs)	







2b.	AV			
	
Victor	stands	up	and	walks	right.	We’re	now	in	a	new	part	of	the	ballot	box.	The	words	
‘Alternative	Vote’	are	marked	on	the	wall,	and	a	heap	of	votes	swing	from	the	ceiling	in	
a	cargo	net.	
	
The	‘Alternative	vote’	system	is	different	to	the	way	we	currently	vote	in	UK	general	
elections;	here’s	how	it	works.	
	
Victor	releases	the	votes	on	to	the	floor,	accidentally	burying	himself.	He	pops	up,	
clutching	a	slip,	and	we	cut	to	see	it	full	screen.	Again	we	see	a	list	of	candidates,	A	
through	D,	but	they	are	now	marked	with	numbers.	B	is	1,	A	is	2,	C	is	3	and	D	is	4.	
	
In	this	system,	you	use	numbers	to	rank	the	candidates	in	order	of	your	preference.	
You	put	a	1	next	to	your	first	choice,	2	next	to	your	second	choice,	3	next	to	your	
third	choice	and	so	on.	
	
You	can	choose	how	many	candidates	to	rank.		You	don’t	have	to	rank	every	
candidate.	As	long	as	you	rank	at	least	one,	your	vote	will	be	counted.	
	
We	cut	back	to	the	room.	Victor	is	busily	counting	the	vote	slips	around	him	into	tidy	
piles.	
	
The	number	1	votes	for	each	candidate	are	then	put	into	a	pile	and	counted.		
Off	you	go,	Victor!	
	
Flash	forward.		All	of	the	votes	are	now	counted	into	four	tall	piles	against	the	wall.	
Candidates	A	&	B	are	joint	tallest.	
	
When	the	counting	is	finished,	if	a	candidate	has	received	more	than	half	the	
number	1	votes,	that	candidate	wins	and	there	is	no	further	counting.	
	
A	dashed	line	draws	across	the	wall.	It	is	labeled	‘50%	of	number	1	votes’,	and	sits	well	
above	all	of	the	piles.	
	
But,	if	no	candidate	has	received	more	than	half	the	number	1	votes,	it	means	there	
will	be	at	least	one	more	round	of	counting.		So,	since	no	one	has	enough	votes	in	
our	example,	Victor	can	start	round	2.	
	
Victor	walks	over	and	attempts	to	lift	the	smallest	pile	of	votes	–	candidate	D.		
	
At	this	point,	the	candidate	with	the	fewest	number	1	votes	is	removed	from	the	
contest	‐	in	this	case,	Candidate	D.	
	
With	a	good	heave,	he	lifts	the	whole	pile	and	carries	it	out	of	shot.	
	







Each	ballot	paper	in	Candidate	D’s	pile	is	then	looked	at	again.	
	
Two	ballot	papers	slide	in	front	of	the	screen,	one	in	each	of	Victor’s	hands.	The	
number	1	vote	on	both	(both	for	candidate	D)	is	crossed	out.	One	has	a	number	2	(B)	
and	number	3	vote	(A)	on	it.	The	other	has	no	other	votes.	
	
If	the	ballot	paper	shows	a	number	2	vote	for	another	candidate,	it	is	added	to	that	
candidate’s	pile.	For	example,	this	ballot	paper	shows	a	number	1	vote	for	Candidate	
D	and	a	number	2	vote	for	Candidate	B,	so	it	will	be	moved	to	Candidate	B’s	pile.	
	
The	number	2	vote	for	Candidate	B	is	circled.	
	
If	a	ballot	paper	does	not	show	a	number	2	vote,	it	is	no	longer	used.	
	
The	paper	with	no	more	votes	on	it	is	striked	through.	Victor’s	hand	then	lowers	the	
removed	ballot	paper	from	the	frame.		
	
We	then	fade	back	to	the	room.		Victor	jumps	into	fast‐forward,	and	the	three	
remaining	piles	grow	as	Victor	zips	between	them	in	a	blur.	As	each	pile	grows,	a	
coloured	section	appears	on	top	of	the	existing	votes,	showing	where	the	moved	votes	
have	ended	up.		
	
The	50%	marker	on	the	wall	now	reads	‘50%	of	remaining	votes’.	
	
The	fast	forward	stops	as	Victor	is	reaching	up	on	his	tip‐toes	to	add	the	last	of	the	
redistributed	votes	to	candidate	A’s	pile.	A	&	B	are	no	longer	the	same	height,	and	A	
now	has	a	small	lead.	
	
If	a	candidate	has	received	more	than	half	of	the	remaining	votes,	that	candidate	has	
won	and	the	counting	stops.			
	
But	in	this	case	there	is	still	no	candidate	with	more	than	half	of	the	remaining	
votes,	so	another	round	of	counting	is	needed.	
	
Away	you	go,	Victor!	
	
Once	more,	Victor	goes	to	lift	the	smallest	pile	(Candidate	C).		
	
Again,	the	candidate	with	the	fewest	votes	is	taken	out	of	the	contest.	This	time	it’s	
Candidate	C.	
	
As	this	pile	is	taller	than	the	last	one	he	lifted,	his	knees	knock	and	he	strains	to	lift	it.	
Puffing	and	panting	with	wobbly	legs,	he	carries	the	pile	out	of	frame.	
	
Each	ballot	paper	on	Candidate	C’s	pile	is	looked	at	again	to	see	if	any	of	the	
remaining	candidates	are	ranked.		







	
Like	before,	two	ballot	papers	slide	in	front	of	the	screen,	one	in	each	of	Victor’s	hands.	
Both	have	their	number	1	and	number	2	votes	crossed	out	(C&D).		On	the	left,	the	
ballot	paper	is	ranked	D,	C,	B,	then	A.	On	the	right,	the	paper	is	ranked	C,	A	then	D.		
	
If	so,	the	ballot	paper	is	moved	to	the	pile	of	the	candidate	ranked	highest	on	that	
ballot	paper.	
	
On	the	left,	the	number	3	vote	for	Candidate	B	is	circled.	On	the	right,	the	number	2	
vote	for	Candidate	A	is	circled.	
	
If	none	of	the	remaining	candidates	are	ranked	the	ballot	paper	is	no	longer	used.	
	
We	then	fade	back	to	the	room	again.	.		Victor	jumps	into	fast‐forward	again,	and	the	
two	remaining	piles	grow	as	Victor	zips	between	them	in	a	blur.	As	each	pile	grows,	
another	coloured	section	appears	on	top	of	the	existing	votes,	showing	where	the	
moved	votes	have	ended	up.		
	
The	fast‐forward	stops	and	Victor	is	now	on	a	ladder,	reaching	to	put	the	last	of	the	
redistributed	votes	on	top	of	the	Candidate	A’s	pile.	It	has	broken	the	50%	line	on	the	
wall.	
	
We	have	a	winner!	Candidate	A	now	has	more	than	half	of	the	remaining	votes.		
	
Victor	pins	a	rosette	on	Candidate	A’s	pile.	
	
Of	course,	this	is	just	one	example.	If	more	candidates	are	involved,	this	process	can	
be	repeated	until	one	candidate	has	more	than	half	the	remaining	votes.		
	
He	slides	down	his	ladder	like	a	pro,	and	walks	off	screen	to	the	left.	
	
Thank	you	Victor!	
	
Back	behind	his	desk,	Victor	nods.		The	two	signs	are	illuminated	behind	him.	
	
If	you’d	like	to	hear	Alternative	Vote	or	First	Past	the	Post	explained	again,	just	click	
one	of	the	buttons	below.	
	
Approx	2min	40secs	(total:	4min	15secs)	







3.	END	
	
Cropping	in	closer	to	Victor	behind	his	desk,	we	can	no	longer	see	the	signs	in	the	
background.	He	wipes	his	brow	and	‘phews’.	
	
So,	now	we’ve	explained	the	voting	systems,	what	happens	when	you	go	to	vote	on	
May	5th?	
	
Victor	produces	the	referendum	ballot	paper	from	his	desk,	and	holds	it	forward	so	it	
fills	the	screen.	The	‘Yes’	and	‘No’	boxes	are	clearly	visible.	
	
You’ll	receive	a	ballot	paper	with	this	question:	
	
“At	present,	the	UK	uses	the	first	past	the	post’	system	to	elect	MPs	to	the	House	of	
Commons.	Should	the	‘alternative	vote’	system	be	used	instead?”	
	
Vote	‘yes’	if	you	think	alternative	vote	should	be	used.	Vote	‘no’	if	you	think	first	past	
the	post	should	be	used.	
	
Victor	removes	the	ballot	paper	and	puts	it	back	in	his	desk,	smiling.	
	
That’s	it!	Thanks	for	your	help	Victor.	
	
Cutting	back	to	the	wide	view,	the	signs	have	been	replaced	with	the	words	
‘aboutmyvote.co.uk’	
	
For	more	information	on	voting,	visit	aboutmyvote.co.uk.		Thanks	for	watching.	
	
The	slot	spotlight	clicks	off,	leaving	the	words	‘aboutmyvote.co.uk’	visible	on	a	black	
screen,	as	‘Polling	stations	open	7am‐10pm’	fades	in	beneath.	
	
Victor’s	eyes	are	left	blinking	in	the	darkness	‐	he	‘humphs’,	and	we	hear	his	footsteps	
as	he	walks	out	of	frame.	
	
Approx	35secs	(total:	4mins	50secs)	
	
	








Victor	the	Vote	Counter	
VO	SCRIPT	(v10	09‐03‐11	TL)	
	
1.	INTRO	
	
Open	to	a	close	up,	slow	pan	across	of	a	wall	calendar.	Days	of	the	month	are	panning	
by,	filling	the	screen.	
	
Hello.		
On	Thursday	May	5th	2011,	there	will	be	a	referendum	on	the	voting	system	you	use	
to	elect	MPs	to	the	House	of	Commons.	
	
We	reach	May	5th.	It’s	ringed	in	big	red	marker,	and	‘REFERENDUM’	is	written	on	the	
day.	
	
There	are	two	voting	systems	for	you	to	choose	between:	the	current	system	and	a	
different	one.	To	explain	them	both,	I’d	like	to	introduce	Victor.	
	
The	camera	then	pulls	back,	away	from	the	wall,	revealing	the	office	of	Victor.	He’s	sat	
at	his	desk,	lit	by	a	cone	of	light.	It’s	quite	dark	behind	him.	
	
It’s	Victor’s	job	to	count	every	vote	in	our	elections,	and	that	means	he’s	something	
of	an	expert	in	these	things.			
	
Ready	to	do	some	explaining,	Victor?	
	
He	nods.		As	the	VO	explains	the	choices,	signs	illuminate	in	the	darkness	behind	his	
desk.	
	
Great.		
So,	there	are	two	systems	to	choose	from:	‘First	past	the	post’	and	‘Alternative	vote’.		
Which	one	do	you	want	to	hear	about	first?		
Click	a	sign	to	choose.			
	
Approx	40	secs	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	







2a.	FPTP		
	
Victor	stands	up	and	walks	left.	We’re	now	in	a	new	part	of	the	ballot	box.	The	words	
‘First	past	the	post’	are	against	the	wall,	and	a	huge	pile	of	papers	sits	in	a	mound	on	
the	floor.	Victor	tumbles	in.	
	
‘First	past	the	post’	is	the	system	we	currently	use	in	UK	general	elections;	here’s	
how	it	works.	
	
Victor	emerges	clutching	a	vote	slip.		We	cut	to	see	it	full	screen.		There	is	a	list	of	
candidates,	A	through	D.		Candidate	B	is	marked	with	a	cross.	
	
With	‘First	past	the	post’,	you	vote	for	one	candidate.	You	do	this	by	putting	a	cross	
into	the	box	of	the	person	you	want	to	vote	for.	
	
We	cut	back	to	the	room.		Victor	is	busily	counting	votes	from	the	pile,	his	tongue	
poked	out	in	concentration.		
	
The	votes	for	each	candidate	are	then	put	into	a	pile	and	counted.		
	
We	flash	forward.	The	votes	are	now	all	counted	in	four	tall	piles	against	the	wall.		
Candidate	A’s	pile	is	tallest.	
	
When	the	counting	is	finished	the	candidate	with	the	most	votes	wins.	
	
Victor	extends	a	tape	measure	and	verifies	Candidate	A,	nodding.	
	
A	candidate	doesn’t	need	to	get	a	minimum	number	of	votes	–	to	win	they	only	need	
more	votes	than	any	other	candidate.	
	
He	pins	a	rosette	on	candidate	A’s	pile,	and	walks	right	to	return	to	his	desk.	
	
Thank	you,	Victor!		
	
Victor	is	back	behind	his	desk.	The	two	signs	–	‘FPTP’	and	‘AV’	‐	are	illuminated	behind	
him,	and	a	new	sign	has	appeared	on	the	front	of	his	desk.		It	reads	‘I’m	done’.	
	
So,	did	you	understand	first	past	the	post?	
Victor	nods.	
	
Not	you,	Victor,	our	voter!	
If	you	do	understand,	click	‘Alternative	Vote’	to	find	out	about	the	other	voting	
system.		
If	you	don’t,	click	the	‘First	past	the	post’	sign	to	play	this	clip	again.		
And,	if	you’re	happy	that	you	understand	both	systems,	just	click	‘I’m	done’.	
Approx	55secs	(total	1min	35secs)	


Comment [CP1]: I	assume	this	is	no	
longer	relevant	as	we	are	not	in	the	
ballot	box?	


Comment [CP2]: What	do	we	mean	by	
tumbles?		Completely	understand	we	
need	to	give	him	a	bit	of	character,	but	
need	to	avoid	making	the	counting	
process	look	too	shambolic







2b.	AV			
	
Victor	stands	up	and	walks	right.	We’re	now	in	a	new	part	of	the	ballot	box.	The	words	
‘Alternative	Vote’	are	marked	on	the	wall,	and	a	heap	of	votes	swing	from	the	ceiling	in	
a	cargo	net.	
	
The	‘Alternative	vote’	system	is	different	to	the	way	we	currently	vote	in	UK	general	
elections;	here’s	how	it	works.	
	
Victor	releases	the	votes	on	to	the	floor,	accidentally	burying	himself.	He	pops	up,	
clutching	a	slip,	and	we	cut	to	see	it	full	screen.	Again	we	see	a	list	of	candidates,	A	
through	D,	but	they	are	now	marked	with	numbers.	B	is	1,	A	is	2,	C	is	3	and	D	is	4.	
	
In	this	system,	you	use	numbers	to	rank	the	candidates	in	order	of	your	preference.	
You	put	a	1	next	to	your	first	choice,	2	next	to	your	second	choice,	3	next	to	your	
third	choice	and	so	on.	
	
You	can	choose	how	many	candidates	to	rank.		You	don’t	have	to	rank	every	
candidate.	As	long	as	you	rank	at	least	one,	your	vote	will	be	counted.	
	
We	cut	back	to	the	room.	Victor	is	busily	counting	the	vote	slips	around	him	into	tidy	
piles.	
	
The	number	1	votes	for	each	candidate	are	then	put	into	a	pile	and	counted.		
Off	you	go,	Victor!	
	
Flash	forward.		All	of	the	votes	are	now	counted	into	four	tall	piles	against	the	wall.	
Candidates	A	&	B	are	joint	tallest.	
	
When	the	counting	is	finished,	if	a	candidate	has	received	more	than	half	the	
number	1	votes,	that	candidate	wins	and	there	is	no	further	counting.	
	
A	dashed	line	draws	across	the	wall.	It	is	labeled	‘50%	of	number	1	votes’,	and	sits	well	
above	all	of	the	piles.	
	
But,	if	no	candidate	has	received	more	than	half	the	number	1	votes,	it	means	there	
will	be	at	least	one	more	round	of	counting.		So,	since	no	one	has	enough	votes	in	
our	example,	Victor	can	start	round	2.	
	
Victor	walks	over	and	attempts	to	lift	the	smallest	pile	of	votes	–	candidate	D.		
	
At	this	point,	the	candidate	with	the	fewest	number	1	votes	is	removed	from	the	
contest	‐	in	this	case,	Candidate	D.	
	
With	a	good	heave,	he	lifts	the	whole	pile	and	carries	it	out	of	shot.	
	







Each	ballot	paper	in	Candidate	D’s	pile	is	then	looked	at	again.	
	
Two	ballot	papers	slide	in	front	of	the	screen,	one	in	each	of	Victor’s	hands.	The	
number	1	vote	on	both	(both	for	candidate	D)	is	crossed	out.	One	has	a	number	2	(B)	
and	number	3	vote	(A)	on	it.	The	other	has	no	other	votes.	
	
If	the	ballot	paper	shows	a	number	2	vote	for	another	candidate,	it	is	added	to	that	
candidate’s	pile.	For	example,	this	ballot	paper	shows	a	number	1	vote	for	Candidate	
D	and	number	2	vote	for	Candidate	B,	so	it	will	be	moved	to	Candidate	B’s	pile.	
	
The	number	2	vote	for	Candidate	B	is	circled.	
	
If	a	ballot	paper	does	not	show	a	number	2	vote,	it	is	no	longer	used.	
	
The	paper	with	no	more	votes	on	it	is	striked	through.	Victor’s	hand	then	lowers	the	
removed	ballot	paper	from	the	frame.		
	
We	then	fade	back	to	the	room.		Victor	jumps	into	fast‐forward,	and	the	three	
remaining	piles	grow	as	Victor	zips	between	them	in	a	blur.	As	each	pile	grows,	a	
coloured	section	appears	on	top	of	the	existing	votes,	showing	where	the	moved	votes	
have	ended	up.		
	
The	50%	marker	on	the	wall	now	reads	‘50%	of	remaining	votes’.	
	
The	fast	forward	stops	as	Victor	is	reaching	up	on	his	tip‐toes	to	add	the	last	of	the	
redistributed	votes	to	candidate	A’s	pile.	A	&	B	are	no	longer	the	same	height,	and	A	
now	has	a	small	lead.	
	
If	a	candidate	has	received	more	than	half	of	the	remaining	votes,	that	candidate	has	
won	and	the	counting	stops.			
	
But	in	this	case	there	is	still	no	candidate	with	more	than	half	of	the	remaining	
votes,	so	another	round	of	counting	is	needed.	
	
Away	you	go,	Victor!	
	
Once	more,	Victor	goes	to	lift	the	smallest	pile	(Candidate	C).		
	
Again,	the	candidate	with	the	fewest	votes	is	taken	out	of	the	contest.	This	time	it’s	
Candidate	C.	
	
As	this	pile	is	taller	than	the	last	one	he	lifted,	his	knees	knock	and	he	strains	to	lift	it.	
Puffing	and	panting	with	wobbly	legs,	he	carries	the	pile	out	of	frame.	
	
Each	ballot	paper	on	Candidate	C’s	pile	is	looked	at	again	to	see	if	any	of	the	
remaining	candidates	are	ranked.		







	
Like	before,	two	ballot	papers	slide	in	front	of	the	screen,	one	in	each	of	Victor’s	hands.	
Both	have	their	number	1	and	number	2	votes	crossed	out	(C&D).		One	paper	has	a	
number	3	vote	for	Candidate	A.	The	other	has	no	more	votes	on	it.	
	
If	so,	the	ballot	paper	is	moved	to	the	pile	of	the	candidate	ranked	highest	on	that	
ballot	paper.	
	
The	number	3	vote	for	Candidate	A	is	circled.	
	
If	none	of	the	remaining	candidates	are	ranked	the	ballot	paper	is	no	longer	used.	
	
The	other	ballot	paper	is	striked	through.	Victor’s	hand	then	pulls	the	removed	slip	out	
of	frame.	
	
We	then	fade	back	to	the	room	again.	.		Victor	jumps	into	fast‐forward	again,	and	the	
two	remaining	piles	grow	as	Victor	zips	between	them	in	a	blur.	As	each	pile	grows,	
another	coloured	section	appears	on	top	of	the	existing	votes,	showing	where	the	
moved	votes	have	ended	up.		
	
The	fast‐forward	stops	and	Victor	is	now	on	a	ladder,	reaching	to	put	the	last	of	the	
redistributed	votes	on	top	of	the	Candidate	A’s	pile.	It	has	broken	the	50%	line	on	the	
wall.	
	
We	have	a	winner!	Candidate	A	now	has	half	the	remaining	votes.		
	
Victor	pins	a	rosette	on	Candidate	A’s	pile.	
	
Of	course,	this	is	just	one	example.	If	more	candidates	are	involved,	this	process	can	
be	repeated	until	one	candidate	has	more	than	half	the	remaining	votes.		
	
He	slides	down	his	ladder	like	a	pro,	and	walks	off	screen	to	the	left.	
	
Thank	you	Victor!	
	
Back	behind	his	desk,	Victor	nods.		The	two	signs	are	illuminated	behind	him,	and	the	
front	of	his	desk	still	reads	‘I’m	Done’.	
	
Hopefully	you	now	understand	‘Alternative	Vote’.		
If	you	do,	click	‘First	past	the	post	to	find	out	about	the	other	voting	system.		
If	you	don’t,	click	the	‘Alternative	Vote’	sign	to	play	this	clip	again.		
And,	if	you’re	happy	that	you	understand	both	systems,	just	click	‘I’m	done’.	
	
Approx	1min	55secs	(total:	3min	30	secs)	


Comment [CP3]: Not	sure	about	this	–	
implies	that	the	only	ones	looked	at	are	
those	that	have	been	redistributed	from	
D’s	pile	in	first	round.		Can	one	be	like	
this	(and	show	a	third	preference	for	
another	candidate)	and	one	have	C	as	the	
first	preference	and	A	or	B	as	the	second.		
Don’t	need	to	show	another	example	of	a	
ballot	paper	that	would	be	removed.	


Comment [CP4]: So,	following	on	
from	the	above	–	can	we	have	the	two	
ballot	papers	still	shown.		Once	will	have	
a	first	preference	for	D,	a	second	
preference	for	C	and	a	third	preference	
for	A	(as	per	current	plans).		The	other	
will	have	a	first	preference	for	C	and	a	
second	preference	for	B	(and	maybe	a	
third	for	D	but	no	fourth).	


Comment [CP5]: As	per	above	–	
would	rather	show	the	two	ballot	papers	
still	in	play	as	outlined	above	rather	than	
show	another	example	of	one	being	
removed	–	still	need	to	say	the	‘if	none	of	
the	remaining	candidates	are	ranked’	line	
though	


Comment [CP6]: Should	say	‘more	
than	half’	







3.	END	
	
Cropping	in	closer	to	Victor	behind	his	desk,	we	can	no	longer	see	the	signs	in	the	
background.	He	wipes	his	brow	and	‘phews’.	
	
So,	now	we’ve	explained	the	voting	systems,	what	happens	when	you	go	to	vote	on	
May	5th?	
	
Victor	produces	the	referendum	ballot	paper	from	his	desk,	and	holds	it	forward	so	it	
fills	the	screen.	
	
You’ll	receive	a	ballot	paper	with	this	question:	
	
“At	present,	the	UK	uses	the	first	past	the	post’	system	to	elect	MPs	to	the	House	of	
Commons.	Should	the	‘alternative	vote’	system	be	used	instead?”	
	
Vote	‘yes’	if	you	think	alternative	vote	should	be	used.	Vote	‘no’	if	you	think	first	past	
the	post	should	be	used.	
	
Victor	removes	the	ballot	paper	and	puts	it	back	in	his	desk,	smiling.	
	
That’s	it!	Thanks	for	your	help	Victor.	
	
Cutting	back	to	the	wide	view,	the	signs	have	been	replaced	with	the	words	
‘aboutmyvote.co.uk’	
	
If	you’d	like	to	know	more,	visit	aboutmyvote.co.uk.		Thanks	for	watching.	
	
The	slot	spotlight	clicks	off,	leaving	the	words	‘aboutmyvote.co.uk’	visible	on	a	black	
screen,	as	‘Polling	stations	open	7am‐10pm’	fades	in	beneath.	
	
Victor’s	eyes	are	left	blinking	in	the	darkness	‐	he	‘humphs’,	and	we	hear	his	footsteps	
as	he	walks	out	of	frame.		A	replay	button	appears,	and	the	film	finishes.	
	
Approx	30	secs	(total:	4mins	5secs)	
	
	


Comment [CP7]: Will	need	to	show	
the	‘yes’	and	‘no’	words	and	boxes	on	the	
ballot	paper	as	well.		We	can	give	
examples	of	how	the	real	ballot	paper	
will	look	to	base	the	design	on	


Comment [CP8]: Can	we	say	
something	like:		For	more	information	on	
voting	visit	www.aboutmyvote.co.uk	‘.		
Just	don’t	want	to	imply	more	info	on	the	
voting	systems	as	there	as	this	and	
booklet	are	pretty	much	it	(and	the	
booklet	all	the	same	content)	








Victor	the	Vote	Counter	
	


 Visual	copy	within	the	animation	
	


1. On	the	calendar	‐	'Referendum'	‐	'Refferendwm'	
		


2. 'First	past	the	post'	‐	'Y	cyntaf	i'r	felin'	
		


3. 'Alternative	vote'	‐	'Pleidlais	amgen'	
		


4. 'Candidate'	‐	'Ymgeisydd'	
 


 Button	copy	on	the	AMV	page	
	
	


1. ‘First	past	the	post’	‐	'Y	cyntaf	i'r	felin'	
	
2. ‘Alternative	vote’		‐	'Pleidlais	amgen'	


	
3. 	‘I’m	done’	–	‘Wedi	gorffen’	
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14. In our example the viewer selects Squirrel 2nd, Bear 3rd and 
badger 4th.


15. At any time after selecting their first candidate, users can click 
the ‘ I’m done voting’ button.


16.  VO:  “Voting is now closed. We’ve added your ballot to the other voters 
first choices. Who will win, lets find out how the nation voted?”


The 1st choice Rabbit steps forward gives a thumbs up and a wave. 


17. We see the four animals standing nervously as a small bar graph next to 
each character grows to show how many votes they’ve received. A 50% line 
appears above them.
VO:  “Remember, with the Alternative Vote system, if a candidate receives more 
than 50% of the number 1 votes cast, they win and there is no further counting.”


18.   VO:  “So, at the end of Round 1, Rabbit has the most votes, but has received less 
than half of the total number of votes. This means we go into a second round of 
voting. To do this, I’m afraid we remove the candidate with the fewest votes – 
that’s you, Bear.
Bear drops his head.


13. Users are able to rank in order of preference. Their first click makes a 1 
appear etc. In our example the user selects Rabbit first, 


VO:  “So, Rabbit was your first choice. If they don’t win, do you have a second 
choice? Click on the corresponding box to make your decision. If you don’t like 
any of the other candidates, click the ‘I’m done voting’ button.”
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Victor	the	Vote	Counter	
LINEAR	VO	SCRIPT	(v12	11‐03‐11	TL)	
	
1.	INTRO	
	
Open	to	a	close	up	of	a	calendar.	The	box	for	‘May	5’	fills	the	screen.	It’s	ringed	in	red	
pen,	and	‘REFERENDUM’	is	written	inside	the	calendar	space.	
	
On	Thursday	May	5th	2011,	there	will	be	a	referendum	on	the	voting	system	you	use	
to	elect	MPs	to	the	House	of	Commons.	
	
The	camera	starts	to	slowly	pull	back,	revealing	more	dates	on	the	calendar.	We	see	
that	we’re	looking	at	a	wall	calendar	on	an	office	wall.	
	
There	are	two	voting	systems	for	you	to	choose	between:	the	current	system	and	a	
different	one.	To	explain	them	both,	I’d	like	to	introduce	Victor.	
	
Pulling	fully	back,	Victor	and	his	office	are	revealed.	He’s	sat	at	his	desk,	lit	by	a	cone	of	
light.	It’s	quite	dark	behind	him.	
	
It’s	Victor’s	job	to	count	every	vote	in	our	elections,	and	that	means	he’s	something	
of	an	expert	in	these	things.			
	
Ready	to	do	some	explaining,	Victor?	
	
He	nods.		As	the	VO	explains	the	choices,	signs	illuminate	in	the	darkness	behind	his	
desk.	
	
Great.		
So,	there	are	two	systems	to	choose	from:	‘First	past	the	post’	and	‘Alternative	vote’.		
	
Let’s	get	started	shall	we?	
	
Approx	40	secs	







2a.	FPTP		
	
Victor	stands	up	and	walks	left.	We’re	now	in	a	new	part	of	the	room.	The	words	‘First	
past	the	post’	are	against	the	wall,	and	a	huge	heap	of	papers	sits	in	a	mound	on	the	
floor.	Victor	expertly	dives	in,	headfirst.	
	
‘First	past	the	post’	is	the	system	we	currently	use	in	UK	general	elections;	here’s	
how	it	works.	
	
Victor	emerges	clutching	a	vote	slip.		We	cut	to	see	it	full	screen.		There	is	a	list	of	
candidates,	A	through	D.		Candidate	B	is	marked	with	a	cross.	
	
With	‘First	past	the	post’,	you	vote	for	one	candidate.	You	do	this	by	putting	a	cross	
into	the	box	of	the	person	you	want	to	vote	for.	
	
We	cut	back	to	the	room.		Victor	is	busily	counting	votes	from	the	pile,	his	tongue	
poked	out	in	concentration.		
	
The	votes	for	each	candidate	are	then	put	into	a	pile	and	counted.		
	
We	flash	forward.	The	votes	are	now	all	counted	in	four	tall	piles	against	the	wall.		
Candidate	A’s	pile	is	tallest.	
	
When	the	counting	is	finished	the	candidate	with	the	most	votes	wins.	
	
Victor	extends	a	tape	measure	and	verifies	Candidate	A,	nodding.	
	
A	candidate	doesn’t	need	to	get	a	minimum	number	of	votes	–	to	win	they	only	need	
more	votes	than	any	other	candidate.	
	
He	pins	a	rosette	on	candidate	A’s	pile,	and	walks	right.	
	
Thank	you,	Victor!		
	
Approx	55secs	(total	1min	35secs)	







2b.	AV			
	
We’re	now	in	a	new	part	of	the	room.	Victor	enters	from	the	left.		The	words	
‘Alternative	Vote’	are	marked	on	the	wall,	and	a	heap	of	votes	swing	from	the	ceiling	in	
a	cargo	net.	
	
The	‘Alternative	vote’	system	is	different	to	the	way	we	currently	vote	in	UK	general	
elections;	here’s	how	it	works.	
	
Victor	releases	the	votes	on	to	the	floor,	accidentally	burying	himself.	He	pops	up,	
clutching	a	slip,	and	we	cut	to	see	it	full	screen.	Again	we	see	a	list	of	candidates,	A	
through	D,	but	they	are	now	marked	with	numbers.	B	is	1,	A	is	2,	C	is	3	and	D	is	4.	
	
In	this	system,	you	use	numbers	to	rank	the	candidates	in	order	of	your	preference.	
You	put	a	1	next	to	your	first	choice,	2	next	to	your	second	choice,	3	next	to	your	
third	choice	and	so	on.	
	
You	can	choose	how	many	candidates	to	rank.		You	don’t	have	to	rank	every	
candidate.	As	long	as	you	rank	at	least	one,	your	vote	will	be	counted.	
	
We	cut	back	to	the	room.	Victor	is	busily	counting	the	vote	slips	around	him	into	tidy	
piles.	
	
The	number	1	votes	for	each	candidate	are	then	put	into	a	pile	and	counted.		
Off	you	go,	Victor!	
	
Flash	forward.		All	of	the	votes	are	now	counted	into	four	tall	piles	against	the	wall.	
Candidates	A	&	B	are	joint	tallest.	
	
When	the	counting	is	finished,	if	a	candidate	has	received	more	than	half	the	
number	1	votes,	that	candidate	wins	and	there	is	no	further	counting.	
	
A	dashed	line	draws	across	the	wall.	It	is	labeled	‘Half	of	number	1	votes’,	and	sits	well	
above	all	of	the	piles.	
	
But,	if	no	candidate	has	received	more	than	half	the	number	1	votes,	it	means	there	
will	be	at	least	one	more	round	of	counting.		So,	since	no	one	has	enough	votes	in	
our	example,	Victor	can	start	round	2.	
	
Victor	walks	over	and	attempts	to	lift	the	smallest	pile	of	votes	–	candidate	D.		
	
At	this	point,	the	candidate	with	the	fewest	number	1	votes	is	removed	from	the	
contest	‐	in	this	case,	Candidate	D.	
	
With	a	good	heave,	he	lifts	the	whole	pile	and	puts	it	down	at	the	edge	of	the	screen.	
	







Each	ballot	paper	in	Candidate	D’s	pile	is	then	looked	at	again.	
	
Two	ballot	papers	slide	in	front	of	the	screen,	one	in	each	of	Victor’s	hands.	The	
number	1	vote	on	both	(both	for	candidate	D)	is	crossed	out.	One	has	a	number	2	(B)	
and	number	3	vote	(A)	on	it.	The	other	has	no	other	votes.	
	
If	the	ballot	paper	shows	a	number	2	vote	for	another	candidate,	it	is	added	to	that	
candidate’s	pile.	For	example,	this	ballot	paper	shows	a	number	1	vote	for	Candidate	
D	and	a	number	2	vote	for	Candidate	B,	so	it	will	be	moved	to	Candidate	B’s	pile.	
	
The	number	2	vote	for	Candidate	B	is	circled.	
	
If	a	ballot	paper	does	not	show	a	number	2	vote,	it	is	no	longer	used.	
	
The	paper	with	no	more	votes	on	it	is	striked	through.	Victor’s	hand	then	lowers	the	
removed	ballot	paper	from	the	frame.		
	
We	then	fade	back	to	the	room.		Candidate	D’s	pile	is	slightly	smaller	to	indicate	
removed	votes,	though	we	don’t	draw	attention	to	it.	Victor	jumps	into	fast‐forward,	
Candidate	D’s	pile	shrinks	and	the	three	remaining	piles	grow	as	Victor	zips	between	
them	in	a	blur.	As	each	pile	grows,	a	coloured	section	appears	on	top	of	the	existing	
votes,	showing	where	the	moved	votes	have	ended	up.		
	
The	line	on	the	wall	now	reads	‘Half	of	remaining	votes’.	
	
The	fast	forward	stops	as	Victor	is	reaching	up	on	his	tip‐toes	to	add	the	last	of	the	
redistributed	votes	to	candidate	A’s	pile.	A	&	B	are	no	longer	the	same	height,	and	A	
now	has	a	small	lead.	
	
If	a	candidate	has	received	more	than	half	of	the	remaining	votes,	that	candidate	has	
won	and	the	counting	stops.			
	
But	in	this	case	there	is	still	no	candidate	with	more	than	half	of	the	remaining	
votes,	so	another	round	of	counting	is	needed.	
	
Away	you	go,	Victor!	
	
Once	more,	Victor	goes	to	lift	the	smallest	pile	(Candidate	C).		
	
Again,	the	candidate	with	the	fewest	votes	is	taken	out	of	the	contest.	This	time	it’s	
Candidate	C.	
	
As	this	pile	is	taller	than	the	last	one	he	lifted,	his	knees	knock	and	he	strains	to	lift	it.	
Puffing	and	panting	with	wobbly	legs,	he	carries	it	to	the	edge	of	the	screen	and	puts	it	
down.	
	







Each	ballot	paper	on	Candidate	C’s	pile	is	looked	at	again	to	see	if	any	of	the	
remaining	candidates	are	ranked.		
	
Like	before,	two	ballot	papers	slide	in	front	of	the	screen,	one	in	each	of	Victor’s	hands.	
Both	have	their	number	1	and	number	2	votes	crossed	out	(C&D).		On	the	left,	the	
ballot	paper	is	ranked	D,	C,	B,	then	A.	On	the	right,	the	paper	is	ranked	C,	A	then	D.		
	
If	so,	the	ballot	paper	is	moved	to	the	pile	of	the	candidate	ranked	highest	on	that	
ballot	paper.	
	
On	the	left,	the	number	3	vote	for	Candidate	B	is	circled.	On	the	right,	the	number	2	
vote	for	Candidate	A	is	circled.	
	
If	none	of	the	remaining	candidates	are	ranked	the	ballot	paper	is	no	longer	used.	
	
We	then	fade	back	to	the	room	again.	.		Victor	jumps	into	fast‐forward	again.	
Candidate	C’s	pile	shrinks	and	the	two	remaining	piles	grow	as	Victor	zips	between	
them	in	a	blur.	As	each	pile	grows,	another	coloured	section	appears	on	top	of	the	
existing	votes,	showing	where	the	moved	votes	have	ended	up.		
	
The	fast‐forward	stops	and	Victor	is	now	on	a	ladder,	reaching	to	put	the	last	of	the	
redistributed	votes	on	top	of	the	Candidate	A’s	pile.	It	has	broken	the	line	on	the	wall.	
	
We	have	a	winner!	Candidate	A	now	has	more	than	half	of	the	remaining	votes.		
	
Victor	pins	a	rosette	on	Candidate	A’s	pile.	
	
Of	course,	this	is	just	one	example.	If	more	candidates	are	involved,	this	process	can	
be	repeated	until	one	candidate	has	more	than	half	the	remaining	votes.		
	
He	slides	down	his	ladder	like	a	pro,	and	walks	off	screen	to	the	left.	
	
Thank	you	Victor!	
	
Back	behind	his	desk,	Victor	nods.		The	two	signs	are	illuminated	behind	him.	
	
Approx	2min	40secs	(total:	4min	15secs)	







3.	END	
	
Cropping	in	closer	to	Victor	behind	his	desk,	we	can	no	longer	see	the	signs	in	the	
background.	He	wipes	his	brow	and	‘phews’.	
	
So,	now	we’ve	explained	the	voting	systems,	what	happens	when	you	go	to	vote	on	
May	5th?	
	
Victor	produces	the	referendum	ballot	paper	from	his	desk,	and	holds	it	forward	so	it	
fills	the	screen.	The	‘Yes’	and	‘No’	boxes	are	clearly	visible.	
	
You’ll	receive	a	ballot	paper	with	this	question:	
	
“At	present,	the	UK	uses	the	first	past	the	post’	system	to	elect	MPs	to	the	House	of	
Commons.	Should	the	‘alternative	vote’	system	be	used	instead?”	
	
Vote	‘yes’	if	you	think	alternative	vote	should	be	used.	Vote	‘no’	if	you	think	first	past	
the	post	should	be	used.	
	
Victor	removes	the	ballot	paper	and	puts	it	back	in	his	desk,	smiling.	
	
That’s	it!	Thanks	for	your	help	Victor.	
	
Cutting	back	to	the	wide	view,	the	signs	have	been	replaced	with	the	words	
‘aboutmyvote.co.uk’	
	
For	more	information	on	voting,	visit	aboutmyvote.co.uk.		Thanks	for	watching.	
	
The	slot	spotlight	clicks	off,	leaving	the	words	‘aboutmyvote.co.uk’	visible	on	a	black	
screen,	as	‘Polling	stations	open	7am‐10pm’	fades	in	beneath.	
	
Victor’s	eyes	are	left	blinking	in	the	darkness	‐	he	‘humphs’,	and	we	hear	his	footsteps	
as	he	walks	out	of	frame.	
	
Approx	35secs	(total:	4mins	50secs)	
	
	








Victor	the	Vote	Counter	
VO	SCRIPT	(v8	02‐03‐11	TL)	
	
1.	INTRO	
	
Open	to	a	line	of	voters,	all	shapes	and	sizes,	approaching	a	ballot	box.	The	camera	
slowly	focuses		in	on	the	box	as	the	voters	shuffle	up	and	post	their	ballots.	
	
Hello.		
On	Thursday	May	5th	2011,	there	will	be	a	referendum	on	the	voting	system	you	use	
to	elect	MPs	to	the	House	of	Commons.	
	
Having	zoomed	close	to	the	slot,	a	hand	posts	a	ballot	paper	through	and	we	follow	it	
inside.	
	
There	are	two	voting	systems	for	you	to	choose	between:	the	current	system	and	a	
different	one.	To	explain	them	both,	I’d	like	to	introduce	Victor.	
	
The	slip	flutters	down	through	the	darkness,	down	a	cone	of	light	cast	by	the	slot.	It	
lands	on	the	desk	of	our	protagonist,	Victor.	
	
It’s	Victor’s	job	to	count	every	vote	in	our	elections,	and	that	means	he’s	something	
of	an	expert	in	these	things.			
Ready	to	do	some	explaining,	Victor?	
	
He	nods.		As	the	VO	explains	the	choices,	signs	illuminate	in	the	darkness	behind	his	
desk.	
	
Great.		
So,	there	are	two	systems	to	choose	from:	‘First	past	the	post’	and	‘Alternative	vote’.		
Which	one	do	you	want	to	hear	about	first?		
Click	a	sign	to	choose.			
	
Approx	40	secs	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	







2a.	FPTP	
	
Victor	stands	up	and	walks	left.	We’re	now	in	a	new	part	of	the	ballot	box.	The	words	
‘First	past	the	post’	are	against	the	wall,	and	a	huge	pile	of	papers	sits	in	a	mound	on	
the	floor.	Victor	tumbles	in.	
	
‘First	past	the	post’	is	the	system	we	currently	use	in	UK	general	elections;	here’s	
how	it	works.	
	
Victor	emerges	clutching	a	vote	slip.		We	cut	to	see	it	full	screen.		There	is	a	list	of	
candidates,	A	through	D,	and	one	is	marked	with	a	cross.	
	
With	‘First	past	the	post’,	you	vote	for	just	one	candidate.	You	do	this	by	putting	a	
cross	into	the	box	of	the	person	you	want	to	vote	for.	
	
We	cut	back	to	the	room.		Victor	is	busily	counting	votes	from	the	pile,	his	tongue	
poked	out	in	concentration.		
	
The	votes	for	each	candidate	are	then	put	into	a	pile	and	counted.		
	
We	flash	forward.	The	votes	are	now	all	counted	in	four	tall	piles	against	the	wall.		One	
is	clearly	taller.	
	
When	the	counting	is	finished	the	candidate	with	the	most	votes	wins.	
	
Victor	extends	a	tape	measure	and	verifies	the	tallest,	nodding.	
	
A	candidate	doesn’t	need	to	get	a	minimum	number	of	votes	–	to	win	they	only	need	
more	votes	than	any	other	candidate.	
	
He	pins	a	rosette	on	the	tallest	pile,	and	walks	right	to	return	to	his	desk.	
	
Thank	you,	Victor!		
So,	did	you	understand	first	past	the	post?	
	
Back	behind	his	desk,	Victor	nods.		The	two	signs	–	‘FPTP’	and	‘AV’	‐	are	illuminated	
behind	him,	and	a	new	sign	has	appeared	on	the	front	of	his	desk.		It	reads	‘I’m	done’.	
	
Not	you,	Victor,	our	voter!	
If	you	do	understand,	click	‘Alternative	Vote’	to	find	out	about	the	other	voting	
system.		
If	you	don’t,	click	the	‘First	past	the	post’	sign	to	play	this	clip	again.		
And,	if	you’re	happy	that	you	understand	both	systems,	just	click	‘I’m	done’.	
	
Approx	55secs	(total	1min	35secs)	
	







2b.	AV	
	
Victor	stands	up	and	walks	right.	We’re	now	in	a	new	part	of	the	ballot	box.	The	words	
‘Alternative	Vote’	are	marked	on	the	wall,	and	a	heap	of	votes	swing	from	the	ceiling	in	
a	cargo	net.	
	
The	‘Alternative	vote’	system	is	different	to	the	way	we	currently	vote	in	UK	general	
elections;	here’s	how	it	works.	
	
Victor	releases	the	votes	on	to	the	floor,	accidentally	burying	himself.	He	pops	up,	
clutching	a	slip,	and	we	cut	to	see	it	full	screen.	Again	we	see	a	list	of	candidates,	A	
through	D,	but	they	are	now	marked	with	numbers.	One	of	the	four	candidates	is	not	
ranked	at	all.	
	
In	this	system,	you	use	numbers	to	rank	the	candidates	in	order	of	your	preference.	
You	put	a	1	next	to	your	first	choice,	2	next	to	your	second	choice,	3	next	to	your	
third	choice	and	so	on.	
	
You	can	choose	how	many	candidates	to	rank,	and	you	don’t	have	to	rank	every	one.	
	
We	cut	back	to	the	room.	Victor	is	busily	counting	the	vote	slips	around	him	into	tidy	
piles.	
	
The	number	1	votes	for	each	candidate	are	then	put	into	a	pile	and	counted.		
Off	you	go,	Victor!	
	
Flash	forward.		All	of	the	votes	are	now	counted	into	four	tall	piles	against	the	wall.	
One	pile	is	taller	than	the	rest.	
	
When	the	counting	is	finished,	if	a	candidate	has	received	more	than	half	the	
number	1	votes,	that	candidate	wins	and	there	is	no	further	counting.	
	
A	dashed	line	draws	across	the	wall.	It	is	labeled	‘50%	of	number	1	votes’,	and	sits	well	
above	all	of	the	piles.	
	
But,	if	no	candidate	has	received	more	than	half	the	number	1	votes,	it	means	there	
will	be	at	least	one	more	round	of	counting.		So,	since	no	one	has	enough	votes	in	
our	example,	Victor	can	start	round	2.	
	
Victor	walks	over	and	attempts	to	lift	the	smallest	pile	of	votes.	His	knees	quiver,	but	it	
doesn’t	budge.	
	
At	this	point,	the	candidate	with	the	fewest	number	1	votes	is	removed	from	the	
contest.	
	







The	camera	lifts	away	from	the	floor,	removing	Victor	from	view,	and	focusing	on	the	
tops	of	the	four	piles	front	on.		The	smallest	pile	disappears	with	a	pop	and	we	hear	a	
thud	as	Victor	falls	over.	
	
Each	ballot	paper	in	that	candidate’s	pile	is	then	looked	at	again.	
	
Two	ballot	papers	slide	in	front	of	the	screen,	obscuring	the	view.	The	number	1	vote	
on	both	(both	for	the	removed	candidate)	is	crossed	out.	One	has	a	number	2	and	
number	3	vote	on	it.	The	other	has	no	other	votes.	
	
If	the	ballot	paper	shows	a	number	2	vote	for	another	candidate,	that	paper	is	added	
to	the	relevant	pile.		
If	a	ballot	paper	does	not	show	a	number	2	vote,	it	is	no	longer	used.	
	
The	paper	with	no	more	votes	on	it	is	striked	through.	The	word	‘Removed’	appears	
above	it	and	it	slides	down	out	of	frame.		
	
The	paper	with	the	number	2	votes	is	labeled	‘Redistributed’,	and	floats	back	into	the	
scene	behind,	settling	on	top	of	one	of	the	three	remaining	vote	piles,	each	now	taller.		
The	votes	that	have	been	added	to	each	pile	are	coloured	differently	so	we	can	see	
them	clearly.		
	
We	can	now	see	Victor	again,	rubbing	his	head	sorely.		The	tallest	pile	from	round	1	is	
now	smaller	than	the	pile	next	to	it.	The	lead	has	changed.	
	
If	a	candidate	has	received	more	than	half	of	the	remaining	votes,	that	candidate	has	
won	and	the	counting	stops.			
	
The	dotted	line	slides	lower	down	the	wall,	and	the	label	is	erased	to	now	read	‘50%	of	
remaining	votes’.	
	
But	‐	as	in	our	example	‐	if	no	candidate	has	received	more	than	half	of	the	
remaining	votes,	then	another	round	of	counting	begins.		
Away	you	go,	Victor!	
	
Victor	props	a	ladder	against	the	tallest	pile.	The	camera	lifts	from	the	floor	as	he	
climbs	up	and	picks	up	the	ballot	paper	on	top.	Once	more,	only	the	tops	of	the	piles	are	
in	shot.	He	studies	the	paper	in	his	hand.	
	
Just	like	before,	the	candidate	with	the	fewest	votes	is	taken	out	of	the	contest,	and	
the	ballot	papers	from	that	pile	are	then	redistributed	or	removed.	
	
Victor	lowers	the	ballot	paper	in	his	hand	and	looks	to	the	pile	next	to	him.	He	reaches	
over	to	put	it	on	top,	reaching	just	too	far,	and	tumbling	out	of	shot.	The	smallest	pile	
collapses	along	with	him.	
	







Like	before,	two	ballot	papers	slide	in	front	of	the	scene,	obscuring	the	view.		Both	have	
their	number	1	and	number	2	votes	crossed	out.		One	paper	has	a	number	3	vote	for	a	
remaining	candidate.	The	other	has	no	more	votes	on	it.	
	
Once	again,	the	paper	with	no	more	votes	on	it	is	striked	through,	and	slides	down	out	
of	frame.		‘Removed’	
	
The	paper	with	the	number	3	vote	floats	back	into	the	scene	behind,	settling	on	top	of	
the	tallest	of	the	two	remaining	vote	piles.	‘Redistributed’	
	
The	tallest	pile	has	broken	the	50%	line	on	the	wall.	
	
We	have	a	winner!	One	candidate	now	has	half	the	remaining	votes.		
	
Victor	pins	a	rosette	on	the	tallest	pile,	and	walks	left	to	return	to	his	desk.	
	
Of	course,	this	is	just	one	example.	If	more	candidates	are	involved,	this	process	can	
be	repeated	until	one	candidate	has	more	than	half	the	remaining	votes.		
	
Thank	you	Victor!	
	
Back	behind	his	desk,	Victor	nods.		The	two	signs	are	illuminated	behind	him,	and	the	
front	of	his	desk	still	reads	‘I’m	Done’.	
	
Hopefully	you	now	understand	‘Alternative	Vote’.		
If	you	do,	click	‘First	past	the	post	to	find	out	about	the	other	voting	system.		
If	you	don’t,	click	the	‘Alternative	Vote’	sign	to	play	this	clip	again.		
And,	if	you’re	happy	that	you	understand	both	systems,	just	click	‘I’m	done’.	
	
Approx	1min	55secs	(total:	3min	30	secs)	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	







	
	
3.	END	
	
Cropping	in	closer	to	Victor	behind	his	desk,	we	can	no	longer	see	the	signs	in	the	
background.	He	wipes	his	brow	and	‘phews’.	
	
So,	now	we’ve	explained	the	voting	systems,	what	happens	on	May	5th?	
	
Victor	produces	the	referendum	ballot	paper	from	his	desk,	and	holds	it	forward	so	it	
fills	the	screen.	
	
You’ll	receive	a	ballot	paper	with	this	question:	
	
“At	present,	the	UK	uses	the	first	past	the	post’	system	to	elect	MPs	to	the	House	of	
Commons.	Should	the	‘alternative	vote’	system	be	used	instead?”	
	
Vote	‘yes’	if	you	think	alternative	vote	should	be	used.	Vote	‘no’	if	you	think	first	past	
the	post	should	be	used.	
	
Victor	removes	the	ballot	paper	and	puts	it	back	in	his	desk,	smiling.	
	
That’s	it!	Thanks	for	your	help	Victor.	
	
Cutting	back	to	the	wide	view,	the	signs	have	been	replaced	with	the	words	
‘aboutmyvote.com’	
	
If	you’d	like	to	know	more,	visit	aboutmyvote.com.		Thanks	for	watching.	
	
The	slot	spotlight	clicks	off,	leaving	the	words	‘aboutmyvote.com’	visible	on	a	black	
screen.	Just	Victor’s	eyes	are	left	blinking	in	the	darkness	‐	he	‘humphs’,	and	we	hear	his	
footsteps	as	he	walks	out	of	frame.		A	replay	button	appears,	and	the	film	finishes.	
	
Approx	30	secs	(total:	4mins	5secs)	
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14. In our example the viewer selects Squirrel 2nd, Bear 3rd and 
badger 4th.


15. At any time after selecting their first candidate, users can click 
the ‘ I’m done voting’ button.


16.  VO:  “Voting is now closed. We’ve added your ballot to the other voters 
first choices. Who will win, lets find out how the nation voted?”


The 1st choice Rabbit steps forward gives a thumbs up and a wave. 


17. We see the four animals standing nervously as a small bar graph next to 
each character grows to show how many votes they’ve received. A half line 
appears above them.
VO:  “Remember, with the Alternative Vote system, if a candidate receives more 
than half of the number 1 votes cast, they win and there is no further counting.”


18.   VO:  “So, at the end of Round 1, Rabbit has the most votes, but has received less 
than half of the total number of votes. This means we go into a second round of 
voting. To do this, I’m afraid we remove the candidate with the fewest votes – 
that’s you, Bear.
Bear drops his head.


13. Users are able to rank in order of preference. Their first click makes a 1 
appear etc. In our example the user selects Rabbit first, 


VO:  “So, Rabbit was your first choice. If they don’t win, do you have a second 
choice? Click on the corresponding box to make your decision. If you don’t like 
any of the other candidates, click the ‘I’m done voting’ button.”
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50% 50% 50%
Winner


19.  Bears votes split and join the other candidate’s bars. Now Badger has more 
than 50% of the total votes.


VO:  “More of Bears voters preferred you Badger and you now more than 
half of the votes. So the the winner of Great Britain’s favourite dancing animal 
is Badger”.


20. Badger celebrates. 


20. The bar graphs disappear and the animals return to their dancing loop. 


VO:  “What would’ve happened if we had used the FPTP system? Would Badger 
still have won? Click the box to find out. 


  


18. VO:  “We now look at all of the people who voted bear as their first choice, 
and see if they had chosen a second choice candidate. We reallocate all 
of those second choice votes to the remaining candidates. If no winner 
appears we’ll go to a third round.” 


Bears votes split and join the other candidate’s bars. 


www.aboutmyvote.co.uk


AVFPTP


22.  VO:  Remember, on May 5th there is a referendum to decide the way that 
we vote. First Past the Post or Alternative? Will you change the way we vote forever? 
On May 5th YOU decide.”
Viewers are able to interact by clicking to replay the ‘Alternative vote’ sequence, click 
‘First past the post’ or click ‘Find out more at aboutmyvote.co.uk’.
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EC: Referendum hub page 
Proposed checklist notes for Redweb 
10th March 2001 
 
Refer to attached email and docs including timeplan, site map (referendums and 
elections area), description of Victor the vote counter. 
 
 Proposed requirements for supplier to include: 
 


 A proposed timeplan for activities below (inline with critical dates and 
including required deliverables from Glue.). This would be shared with Glue, 
along with deliverables below. 


 
 Delivery of a wireframe for the Referendum page which includes areas for all 


the required content and functionality. This should include: 
o  An area for the video and html buttons as per the user flow supplied 


by Glue: 
o A share to Facebook button as discussed between glue and Red 


Web 
o The embed code for users wishing to embed the video to their own 


web page/blog 
o Additional content area as requested by EC 


 
 Delivery of a wireframe showing content and functions as to be seen/used 


with access to the site via a mobile and also when accessed from Welsh 
side. 


 
 Accompanying to above two wireframes should be a description of how the 


functions will work – this should be referencing the recommendations from 
Glue. This should also include an explanation of how the share to facebook 
works. 


 
 Once all the above is approved by EC, the agency ideally would deliver a 


mock up look and feel and also a copy deck for all content on the hub page. 
Also a mockup for the content viewed re the share to Facebook function. 


 
 Once the above is approved by EC then, the page would be built, using a 


WIP video. This ideally would coincide with the build date as per glues 
timeplan. 


 
 This should be tested and QA’d by Red Web, as per required spec from EC 


before sending out a link for review by EC. 
 


 The actual videos to be dropped in and testing repeated, before final sign off 
and launch. 


 
 








Victor	the	Vote	Counter	
VO	SCRIPT	(v12	11‐03‐11	TL)	
	
1.	INTRO	
	
Open	to	a	close	up	of	a	calendar.	The	box	for	‘5	Mai’	fills	the	screen.	It’s	ringed	in	red	
pen,	and	‘REFERENDUM’	is	written	inside	the	calendar	space.	
	
Ar	ddydd	Iau	y	pumed	o	Fai	2011,	bydd	refferendwm	ar	y	system	bleidleisio	rydych	
yn	ei	defnyddio	i	ethol	Aelodau	Seneddol	i	Dŷ’r	Cyffredin.	
	
The	camera	starts	to	slowly	pull	back,	revealing	more	dates	on	the	calendar.	We	see	
that	we’re	looking	at	a	wall	calendar	on	an	office	wall.	
	
Mae	dwy	system	bleidleisio	i	chi	ddewis	rhyngddynt:	y	system	bresennol	ac	un	
wahanol.	I	egluro'r	ddwy,	hoffwn	gyflwyno	Victor.	
	
Pulling	fully	back,	Victor	and	his	office	are	revealed.	He’s	sat	at	his	desk,	lit	by	a	cone	of	
light.	It’s	quite	dark	behind	him.	
	
Victor	sy'n	gyfrifol	am	gyfrif	pob	pleidlais	yn	ein	hetholiadau,	ac	mae	hynny'n	golygu	
ei	fod	yn	dipyn	o	arbenigwr	yn	y	maes.			
	
Wyt	ti'n	barod	i	egluro	Victor?	
	
He	nods.		As	the	VO	explains	the	choices,	signs	illuminate	in	the	darkness	behind	his	
desk.	
	
Gwych.		
Felly,	mae	dwy	system	i	ddewis	rhyngddynt:	'Y	cyntaf	i'r	felin'	a	'Pleidlais	amgen'.		
	
Beth	am	ddechrau	arni?	
	
I	ddewis	pa	un	yr	hoffech	gael	gwybod	amdani'n	gyntaf,	cliciwch	ar	fotwm	isod.	
	
Approx	40	secs	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	







2a.	FPTP		
	
Victor	stands	up	and	walks	left.	We’re	now	in	a	new	part	of	the	room.	The	words	‘First	
past	the	post’	are	against	the	wall,	and	a	huge	heap	of	papers	sits	in	a	mound	on	the	
floor.	Victor	expertly	dives	in,	headfirst.	
	
System	'y	cyntaf	i'r	felin'	yw'r	system	rydyn	ni'n	ei	defnyddio	ar	hyn	o	bryd	yn	
etholiadau	cyffredinol	y	Deyrnas	Unedig;	dyma	sut	mae'n	gweithio.	
	
Victor	emerges	clutching	a	vote	slip.		We	cut	to	see	it	full	screen.		There	is	a	list	of	
candidates,	A	through	D.		Candidate	B	is	marked	with	a	cross.	
	
Gyda	system	'y	cyntaf	i'r	felin',	rydych	yn	pleidleisio	am	un	ymgeisydd.	Rydych	yn	
gwneud	hyn	drwy	roi	croes	ym	mlwch	yr	unigolyn	rydych	am	bleidleisio	amdano.	
	
We	cut	back	to	the	room.		Victor	is	busily	counting	votes	from	the	pile,	his	tongue	
poked	out	in	concentration.		
	
Yna	rhoddir	y	pleidleisiau	ar	gyfer	pob	ymgeisydd	mewn	pentwr	a'u	cyfrif.		
	
We	flash	forward.	The	votes	are	now	all	counted	in	four	tall	piles	against	the	wall.		
Candidate	A’s	pile	is	tallest.	
	
Ar	ôl	gorffen	cyfrif,	mae'r	ymgeisydd	â'r	nifer	fwyaf	o	bleidleisiau	yn	ennill.	
	
Victor	extends	a	tape	measure	and	verifies	Candidate	A,	nodding.	
	
Does	dim	angen	i	ymgeisydd	gael	nifer	ofynnol	o	bleidleisiau	‐	dim	ond	mwy	o	
bleidleisiau	nag	unrhyw	ymgeisydd	arall	sydd	ei	angen	arno	i	ennill.	
	
He	pins	a	rosette	on	candidate	A’s	pile,	and	walks	right	to	return	to	his	desk.	
	
Diolch	Victor!		
	
Victor	is	back	behind	his	desk.	The	two	signs	–	‘FPTP’	and	‘AV’	‐	are	illuminated	behind	
him.	
	
Cliciwch	ar	fotwm	isod	i	ddewis	beth	i'w	ddysgu	nesaf.	
	
Approx	55secs	(total	1min	35secs)	







2b.	AV			
	
Victor	stands	up	and	walks	right.	We’re	now	in	a	new	part	of	the	room.	The	words	
‘Alternative	Vote’	are	marked	on	the	wall,	and	a	heap	of	votes	swing	from	the	ceiling	in	
a	cargo	net.	
	
Mae'r	system	'Pleidlais	amgen'	yn	wahanol	i'r	ffordd	rydyn	ni'n	pleidleisio	yn	
etholiadau	cyffredinol	y	DU	ar	hyn	o	bryd;	dyma	sut	mae'n	gweithio.	
	
Victor	releases	the	votes	on	to	the	floor,	accidentally	burying	himself.	He	pops	up,	
clutching	a	slip,	and	we	cut	to	see	it	full	screen.	Again	we	see	a	list	of	candidates,	A	
through	D,	but	they	are	now	marked	with	numbers.	B	is	1,	A	is	2,	C	is	3	and	D	is	4.	
	
Yn	y	system	hon,	rydych	chi'n	defnyddio	rhifau	i	restru'ch	hoff	ymgeiswyr.	Rydych	
chi'n	rhoi	rhif	un	ger	eich	dewis	cyntaf,	rhif	dau	ger	eich	ail	ddewis,	rhif	tri	ger	eich	
trydydd	dewis	ac	yn	y	blaen.	
	
Gallwch	ddewis	sawl	ymgeisydd	i'w	restru.		Does	dim	rhaid	i	chi	restru	pob	
ymgeisydd.	Cyn	belled	ag	eich	bod	yn	dewis	o	leiaf	un,	caiff	eich	pleidlais	ei	chyfrif.	
	
We	cut	back	to	the	room.	Victor	is	busily	counting	the	vote	slips	around	him	into	tidy	
piles.	
	
Yna	rhoddir	y	pleidleisiau	rhif	un	ar	gyfer	pob	ymgeisydd	mewn	pentwr	a'u	cyfrif.		
I	ffwrdd	â	ti	Victor!	
	
Flash	forward.		All	of	the	votes	are	now	counted	into	four	tall	piles	against	the	wall.	
Candidates	A	&	B	are	joint	tallest.	
	
Ar	ôl	gorffen	cyfrif,	os	oes	ymgeisydd	wedi	cael	mwy	na	hanner	y	pleidleisiau	rhif	
un,	yr	ymgeisydd	hwnnw	sy'n	ennill	a	does	dim	angen	cyfrif	y	gweddill.	
	
A	dashed	line	draws	across	the	wall.	It	is	labeled	‘Hanner	y	pleidleisiau	rhif	un’,	and	sits	
well	above	all	of	the	piles.	
	
Ond,	os	nad	oes	unrhyw	ymgeisydd	wedi	cael	mwy	na	hanner	y	pleidleisiau	rhif	un,	
mae'n	golygu	y	bydd	o	leiaf	un	rownd	arall	o	gyfrif.		Felly,	am	nad	oes	gan	unrhyw	un	
ddigon	o	bleidleisiau,	gall	Victor	ddechrau	ar	yr	ail	rownd.	
	
Victor	walks	over	and	attempts	to	lift	the	smallest	pile	of	votes	–	candidate	D.		
	
Ar	yr	adeg	hon,	caiff	yr	ymgeisydd	â'r	nifer	leiaf	o	bleidleisiau	rhif	un	ei	dynnu	o'r	
gystadleuaeth	‐	yn	yr	achos	hwn,	Ymgeisydd	Ch.	
	
With	a	good	heave,	he	lifts	the	whole	pile	and	puts	it	down	at	the	edge	of	the	screen.	
	







Yna	edrychir	ar	bob	papur	pleidleisio	ym	mhentwr	Ymgeisydd	Ch	eto.	
	
Two	ballot	papers	slide	in	front	of	the	screen,	one	in	each	of	Victor’s	hands.	The	
number	1	vote	on	both	(both	for	candidate	D)	is	crossed	out.	One	has	a	number	2	(B)	
and	number	3	vote	(A)	on	it.	The	other	has	no	other	votes.	
	
Os	bydd	y	papur	pleidleisio	yn	dangos	pleidlais	rhif	dau	ar	gyfer	ymgeisydd	arall,	
caiff	ei	ychwanegu	at	bentwr	yr	ymgeisydd	hwnnw.	Er	enghraifft,	mae'r	papur	
pleidleisio	hwn	yn	dangos	pleidlais	rhif	un	ar	gyfer	Ymgeisydd	Ch,	a	phleidlais	rhif	
dau	ar	gyfer	Ymgeisydd	B,	felly	caiff	ei	symud	i	bentwr	Ymgeisydd	B.	
	
The	number	2	vote	for	Candidate	B	is	circled.	
	
Os	nad	yw	papur	pleidleisio	yn	dangos	pleidlais	rhif	dau,	ni	chaiff	ei	ddefnyddio	
mwyach.	
	
The	paper	with	no	more	votes	on	it	is	striked	through.	Victor’s	hand	then	lowers	the	
removed	ballot	paper	from	the	frame.		
	
We	then	fade	back	to	the	room.		Candidate	D’s	pile	is	slightly	smaller	to	indicate	
removed	votes,	though	we	don’t	draw	attention	to	it.	Victor	jumps	into	fast‐forward,	
Candidate	D’s	pile	shrinks	and	the	three	remaining	piles	grow	as	Victor	zips	between	
them	in	a	blur.	As	each	pile	grows,	a	coloured	section	appears	on	top	of	the	existing	
votes,	showing	where	the	moved	votes	have	ended	up.		
	
The	line	on	the	wall	now	reads	‘Hanner	y	pleidleisiau	sy'n	weddill’.	
	
The	fast	forward	stops	as	Victor	is	reaching	up	on	his	tip‐toes	to	add	the	last	of	the	
redistributed	votes	to	candidate	A’s	pile.	A	&	B	are	no	longer	the	same	height,	and	A	
now	has	a	small	lead.	
	
Os	oes	ymgeisydd	wedi	cael	mwy	na	hanner	y	pleidleisiau	sy'n	weddill,	yr	
ymgeisydd	hwnnw	sydd	wedi	ennill	ac	ni	chaiff	y	gweddill	eu	cyfrif.			
	
Ond	yn	yr	achos	hwn,	does	dal	ddim	unrhyw	ymgeisydd	sydd	â	mwy	na	hanner	y	
pleidleisiau	sy'n	weddill,	felly	mae	angen	rownd	arall	o	gyfrif.	
	
I	ffwrdd	â	ti	Victor!	
	
Once	more,	Victor	goes	to	lift	the	smallest	pile	(Candidate	C).		
	
Unwaith	eto,	caiff	yr	ymgeisydd	â'r	nifer	leiaf	o	bleidleisiau	ei	dynnu	o'r	
gystadleuaeth.	Ymgeisydd	C	y	tro	hwn.	
	







As	this	pile	is	taller	than	the	last	one	he	lifted,	his	knees	knock	and	he	strains	to	lift	it.	
Puffing	and	panting	with	wobbly	legs,	he	carries	it	to	the	edge	of	the	screen	and	puts	it	
down.	
	
Edrychir	ar	bob	papur	pleidleisio	ym	mhentwr	C	eto	i	weld	a	oes	unrhyw	un	o'r	
ymgeiswyr	sy'n	weddill	wedi'u	rhestru.		
	
Like	before,	two	ballot	papers	slide	in	front	of	the	screen,	one	in	each	of	Victor’s	hands.	
Both	have	their	number	1	and	number	2	votes	crossed	out	(C&D).		On	the	left,	the	
ballot	paper	is	ranked	D,	C,	B,	then	A.	On	the	right,	the	paper	is	ranked	C,	A	then	D.		
	
Os	felly,	symudir	y	papur	pleidleisio	i	bentwr	yr	ymgeisydd	sydd	â'r	radd	uchaf	ar	y	
papur	pleidleisio.	
	
On	the	left,	the	number	3	vote	for	Candidate	B	is	circled.	On	the	right,	the	number	2	
vote	for	Candidate	A	is	circled.	
	
Os	nad	oes	unrhyw	un	o'r	ymgeiswyr	sy'n	weddill	wedi'u	rhestru,	ni	chaiff	y	papur	
pleidleisio	ei	ddefnyddio	mwyach.	
	
We	then	fade	back	to	the	room	again.	.		Victor	jumps	into	fast‐forward	again.	
Candidate	C’s	pile	shrinks	and	the	two	remaining	piles	grow	as	Victor	zips	between	
them	in	a	blur.	As	each	pile	grows,	another	coloured	section	appears	on	top	of	the	
existing	votes,	showing	where	the	moved	votes	have	ended	up.		
	
The	fast‐forward	stops	and	Victor	is	now	on	a	ladder,	reaching	to	put	the	last	of	the	
redistributed	votes	on	top	of	the	Candidate	A’s	pile.	It	has	broken	the	line	on	the	wall.	
	
Mae	gennym	enillydd!	Mae	gan	Ymgeisydd	A	bellach	dros	hanner	y	pleidleisiau	sy'n	
weddill.		
	
Victor	pins	a	rosette	on	Candidate	A’s	pile.	
	
Wrth	gwrs,	dim	ond	un	enghraifft	yw	hon.	Os	oes	mwy	o	ymgeiswyr,	gellir	ailadrodd	
y	broses	hon	nes	bod	gan	un	ymgeisydd	dros	hanner	y	pleidleisiau	sy'n	weddill.		
	
He	slides	down	his	ladder	like	a	pro,	and	walks	off	screen	to	the	left.	
	
Diolch	Victor!	
	
Back	behind	his	desk,	Victor	nods.		The	two	signs	are	illuminated	behind	him.	
	
Cliciwch	ar	fotwm	isod	i	ddewis	beth	i'w	ddysgu	nesaf.	
	
Approx	2min	40secs	(total:	4min	15secs)	







3.	END	
	
Cropping	in	closer	to	Victor	behind	his	desk,	we	can	no	longer	see	the	signs	in	the	
background.	He	wipes	his	brow	and	‘phews’.	
	
Felly,	nawr	ein	bod	wedi	egluro'r	system	bleidleisio,	beth	fydd	yn	digwydd	pan	ewch	
i	bleidleisio	ar	y	pumed	o	Fai?	
	
Victor	produces	the	referendum	ballot	paper	from	his	desk,	and	holds	it	forward	so	it	
fills	the	screen.	The	‘Ie'	and	'Na'boxes	are	clearly	visible..	
	
Byddwch	yn	cael	papur	pleidleisio	gyda'r	cwestiwn	hwn:	
	
“Ar	hyn	o	bryd,	mae'r	DU	yn	defnyddio	system	'y	cyntaf	i'r	felin'	i	ethol	ASau	i	Dŷ'r	
Cyffredin.	A	ddylid	defnyddio'r	system	'pleidlais	amgen'	yn	lle	hynny?”	
	
Pleidleisiwch	'ie'	os	credwch	y	dylid	defnyddio'r	bleidlais	amgen.	Pleidleisiwch	'na'	
os	credwch	y	dylid	defnyddio	system	y	cyntaf	i'r	felin.	
	
Victor	removes	the	ballot	paper	and	puts	it	back	in	his	desk,	smiling.	
	
Dyna	ni!	Diolch	am	dy	help	Victor.	
	
Cutting	back	to	the	wide	view,	the	signs	have	been	replaced	with	the	words	
‘fymhleidlaisi.co.uk’	
	
I	gael	rhagor	o	wybodaeth	am	bleidleisio,	ewch	i	fymhleidlaisi.co.uk.		Diolch	am	
wylio.	
	
The	slot	spotlight	clicks	off,	leaving	the	words	‘fymhleidlaisi.co..uk’	visible	on	a	black	
screen,	as	‘Gorsaf	Bleidleisio	ar	agor	7am‐10pm’	fades	in	beneath.	
	
Victor’s	eyes	are	left	blinking	in	the	darkness	‐	he	‘humphs’,	and	we	hear	his	footsteps	
as	he	walks	out	of	frame.	
	
Approx	35secs	(total:	4mins	50secs)	
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7.  The squirrel drops back into the line and we see the four animals standing 
nervously as a bar graph next to each character grows to show how many 
votes they’ve received. As the graphs are in flux, the VO continues…


VO:  “With first past the post, the candidate with the most votes wins. They 
don’t need to get a minimum number of votes – they just need to get more 
than everyone else. And that means, on this occasion, the winner of 
Great Britain’s favourite dancing animal is…” 


8. We see the different graphs come to a standstill all at once. A dotted line 
indicates that Rabbit has the most votes.


VO:  “Rabbit! You received more votes than any of the other candidates. So 
you are the winner!”


9.  The Rabbit celebrates.


Bear, Squirrel and badger shake their head and look glum.


The bar graphs disappear and the animals return to their dancing loop.


10.  VO:  “But what would’ve happened if we had used the Alternative Vote 
system? Would Rabbit still have won? Click the box to find out. 
Remember, on May 5th there is a referendum to decide the way that we vote. 
First Past the Post or Alternative? Will you change the way we vote forever? 
On May 5th YOU decide!.”


11.  The four characters continue dancing in the background as the voice over 
explains.
VO:  “So, what is the Alternative Vote system. Well, with Alternative vote, you 
get to rank candidates in order of preference.  Rather than using an single X, 
you put a number 1 next to your first choice, a 2 next to your second choice... 


12. “... and so on. You must choose at least one candidate,  but if you don’t like 
any of the other candidates, you don’t have to rank them.  Just pick the ones you 
like and leave the other squares blank. ”
An interactive AV ballot paper pops up onscreen. 
VO:  “When you’re ready, please click the box of your first choice candidate.”
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Electoral Commission  
Spring 2011 Elections and Referendums  
 
Victor the Vote counter – Summary of how the content will be hosted on aboutmyvote.co.uk  
 
Upon arrival at Aboutmyvote.co.uk, within the specific page that will be hosting the Victor content the user will see 
the Youtube clip.  
 
The Youtube clip will play the introduction to the animation and underneath will be three HTML buttons that users 
can use to Navigate with: 


‐ ‘Find out about First Past the Post’ 
‐ ‘Find out about Alternative Voting’ 
‐ ‘Find out about the referendum on May 5th’  


 
If a user clicks one of the buttons, the respective Youtube video will be pulled into the page, still within 
Aboutmyvote.co.uk.  
 
This will require the content to be split into three videos, each of which will be uploaded separately to Youtube.  
 
The Welsh versions will also have a further three videos so in total there will be 6 videos uploaded to Youtube that 
will be required for viewing the content on the website.  
 
For access on mobile a linear piece of animation without the links to separate chapters will be viewable and we are 
liaising with RebWeb on what they will be including on the mobile version of the site. 
 
Glue Isobar will create the HTML buttons while RedWeb will need to integrate these into the page on the Referendum 
hub that will house the content. We are currently awaiting a formal response on feasibility/lead times from Red Web. 
 
PROS of using Youtube  


‐ The Youtube functionality is a tried and tested player that our online audience are familiar with (especially 
the younger, more apathetic audience that consumer online content).  


‐ We also know that the Youtube player works across a variety of different browsers both for PC and Mac. As 
content is hosted on Youtube, this will prevent a high level of data being served on Aboutmyvote.co.uk in 
light of the traffic being directed at the website for 1st April 


‐ Accessibility within Youtube complies with basic government standards and allows for the Close Captioning 
functionality required.  


‐ The Youtube solution is achievable in our budget and timeframe where as a Flash build for instance would 
require further QA and testing for accessibility and compatibility on browser. 


  
CONS of using Youtube  


‐ We require confirmation from Redweb on the use of HTML buttons on the page and what the lead times 
would be. 


‐ 8 separate videos (6 for web, 2 for mobile) would be hosted on Youtube as separate chapters. However we 
can ensure these are removed from the Search directory and disable wall comments on all uploaded content.  


‐ Misuse of the Youtube content. Technically a user can use software to download Youtube footage to make 
their own clip. However this would also be possible for any solution (i.e. a screen capture of a flash unit could 
be made). We are unable to pre‐empt of counter any misuse of content and this is a risk that all advertisers of 
publishers of content face when using digital media.  
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Victor	the	Vote	Counter	
VO	SCRIPT	(v12	11‐03‐11	TL)	
	
1.	INTRO	
	
Open	to	a	close	up	of	a	calendar.	The	box	for	‘May	5’	fills	the	screen.	It’s	ringed	in	red	
pen,	and	‘REFERENDUM’	is	written	inside	the	calendar	space.	
	
On	Thursday	May	5th	2011,	there	will	be	a	referendum	on	the	voting	system	you	use	
to	elect	MPs	to	the	House	of	Commons.	
	
The	camera	starts	to	slowly	pull	back,	revealing	more	dates	on	the	calendar.	We	see	
that	we’re	looking	at	a	wall	calendar	on	an	office	wall.	
	
There	are	two	voting	systems	for	you	to	choose	between:	the	current	system	and	a	
different	one.	To	explain	them	both,	I’d	like	to	introduce	Victor.	
	
Pulling	fully	back,	Victor	and	his	office	are	revealed.	He’s	sat	at	his	desk,	lit	by	a	cone	of	
light.	It’s	quite	dark	behind	him.	
	
It’s	Victor’s	job	to	count	every	vote	in	our	elections,	and	that	means	he’s	something	
of	an	expert	in	these	things.			
	
Ready	to	do	some	explaining,	Victor?	
	
He	nods.		As	the	VO	explains	the	choices,	signs	illuminate	in	the	darkness	behind	his	
desk.	
	
Great.		
So,	there	are	two	systems	to	choose	from:	‘First	past	the	post’	and	‘Alternative	vote’.		
	
Let’s	get	started	shall	we?	
	
To	pick	which	one	you’d	like	to	find	out	about	first,	just	click	a	button	below.	
	
Approx	40	secs	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	







2a.	FPTP		
	
Victor	stands	up	and	walks	left.	We’re	now	in	a	new	part	of	the	room.	The	words	‘First	
past	the	post’	are	against	the	wall,	and	a	huge	heap	of	papers	sits	in	a	mound	on	the	
floor.	Victor	expertly	dives	in,	headfirst.	
	
‘First	past	the	post’	is	the	system	we	currently	use	in	UK	general	elections;	here’s	
how	it	works.	
	
Victor	emerges	clutching	a	vote	slip.		We	cut	to	see	it	full	screen.		There	is	a	list	of	
candidates,	A	through	D.		Candidate	B	is	marked	with	a	cross.	
	
With	‘First	past	the	post’,	you	vote	for	one	candidate.	You	do	this	by	putting	a	cross	
into	the	box	of	the	person	you	want	to	vote	for.	
	
We	cut	back	to	the	room.		Victor	is	busily	counting	votes	from	the	pile,	his	tongue	
poked	out	in	concentration.		
	
The	votes	for	each	candidate	are	then	put	into	a	pile	and	counted.		
	
We	flash	forward.	The	votes	are	now	all	counted	in	four	tall	piles	against	the	wall.		
Candidate	A’s	pile	is	tallest.	
	
When	the	counting	is	finished	the	candidate	with	the	most	votes	wins.	
	
Victor	extends	a	tape	measure	and	verifies	Candidate	A,	nodding.	
	
A	candidate	doesn’t	need	to	get	a	minimum	number	of	votes	–	to	win	they	only	need	
more	votes	than	any	other	candidate.	
	
He	pins	a	rosette	on	candidate	A’s	pile,	and	walks	right	to	return	to	his	desk.	
	
Thank	you,	Victor!		
	
Victor	is	back	behind	his	desk.	The	two	signs	–	‘FPTP’	and	‘AV’	‐	are	illuminated	behind	
him.	
	
Click	a	button	below	to	choose	what	to	find	out	about	next.	
	
Approx	55secs	(total	1min	35secs)	







2b.	AV			
	
Victor	stands	up	and	walks	right.	We’re	now	in	a	new	part	of	the	room.	The	words	
‘Alternative	Vote’	are	marked	on	the	wall,	and	a	heap	of	votes	swing	from	the	ceiling	in	
a	cargo	net.	
	
The	‘Alternative	vote’	system	is	different	to	the	way	we	currently	vote	in	UK	general	
elections;	here’s	how	it	works.	
	
Victor	releases	the	votes	on	to	the	floor,	accidentally	burying	himself.	He	pops	up,	
clutching	a	slip,	and	we	cut	to	see	it	full	screen.	Again	we	see	a	list	of	candidates,	A	
through	D,	but	they	are	now	marked	with	numbers.	B	is	1,	A	is	2,	C	is	3	and	D	is	4.	
	
In	this	system,	you	use	numbers	to	rank	the	candidates	in	order	of	your	preference.	
You	put	a	1	next	to	your	first	choice,	2	next	to	your	second	choice,	3	next	to	your	
third	choice	and	so	on.	
	
You	can	choose	how	many	candidates	to	rank.		You	don’t	have	to	rank	every	
candidate.	As	long	as	you	rank	at	least	one,	your	vote	will	be	counted.	
	
We	cut	back	to	the	room.	Victor	is	busily	counting	the	vote	slips	around	him	into	tidy	
piles.	
	
The	number	1	votes	for	each	candidate	are	then	put	into	a	pile	and	counted.		
Off	you	go,	Victor!	
	
Flash	forward.		All	of	the	votes	are	now	counted	into	four	tall	piles	against	the	wall.	
Candidates	A	&	B	are	joint	tallest.	
	
When	the	counting	is	finished,	if	a	candidate	has	received	more	than	half	the	
number	1	votes,	that	candidate	wins	and	there	is	no	further	counting.	
	
A	dashed	line	draws	across	the	wall.	It	is	labeled	‘Half	of	number	1	votes’,	and	sits	well	
above	all	of	the	piles.	
	
But,	if	no	candidate	has	received	more	than	half	the	number	1	votes,	it	means	there	
will	be	at	least	one	more	round	of	counting.		So,	since	no	one	has	enough	votes	in	
our	example,	Victor	can	start	round	2.	
	
Victor	walks	over	and	attempts	to	lift	the	smallest	pile	of	votes	–	candidate	D.		
	
At	this	point,	the	candidate	with	the	fewest	number	1	votes	is	removed	from	the	
contest	‐	in	this	case,	Candidate	D.	
	
With	a	good	heave,	he	lifts	the	whole	pile	and	puts	it	down	at	the	edge	of	the	screen.	
	







Each	ballot	paper	in	Candidate	D’s	pile	is	then	looked	at	again.	
	
Two	ballot	papers	slide	in	front	of	the	screen,	one	in	each	of	Victor’s	hands.	The	
number	1	vote	on	both	(both	for	candidate	D)	is	crossed	out.	One	has	a	number	2	(B)	
and	number	3	vote	(A)	on	it.	The	other	has	no	other	votes.	
	
If	the	ballot	paper	shows	a	number	2	vote	for	another	candidate,	it	is	added	to	that	
candidate’s	pile.	For	example,	this	ballot	paper	shows	a	number	1	vote	for	Candidate	
D	and	a	number	2	vote	for	Candidate	B,	so	it	will	be	moved	to	Candidate	B’s	pile.	
	
The	number	2	vote	for	Candidate	B	is	circled.	
	
If	a	ballot	paper	does	not	show	a	number	2	vote,	it	is	no	longer	used.	
	
The	paper	with	no	more	votes	on	it	is	striked	through.	Victor’s	hand	then	lowers	the	
removed	ballot	paper	from	the	frame.		
	
We	then	fade	back	to	the	room.		Candidate	D’s	pile	is	slightly	smaller	to	indicate	
removed	votes,	though	we	don’t	draw	attention	to	it.	Victor	jumps	into	fast‐forward,	
Candidate	D’s	pile	shrinks	and	the	three	remaining	piles	grow	as	Victor	zips	between	
them	in	a	blur.	As	each	pile	grows,	a	coloured	section	appears	on	top	of	the	existing	
votes,	showing	where	the	moved	votes	have	ended	up.		
	
The	line	on	the	wall	now	reads	‘Half	of	remaining	votes’.	
	
The	fast	forward	stops	as	Victor	is	reaching	up	on	his	tip‐toes	to	add	the	last	of	the	
redistributed	votes	to	candidate	A’s	pile.	A	&	B	are	no	longer	the	same	height,	and	A	
now	has	a	small	lead.	
	
If	a	candidate	has	received	more	than	half	of	the	remaining	votes,	that	candidate	has	
won	and	the	counting	stops.			
	
But	in	this	case	there	is	still	no	candidate	with	more	than	half	of	the	remaining	
votes,	so	another	round	of	counting	is	needed.	
	
Away	you	go,	Victor!	
	
Once	more,	Victor	goes	to	lift	the	smallest	pile	(Candidate	C).		
	
Again,	the	candidate	with	the	fewest	votes	is	taken	out	of	the	contest.	This	time	it’s	
Candidate	C.	
	
As	this	pile	is	taller	than	the	last	one	he	lifted,	his	knees	knock	and	he	strains	to	lift	it.	
Puffing	and	panting	with	wobbly	legs,	he	carries	it	to	the	edge	of	the	screen	and	puts	it	
down.	
	







Each	ballot	paper	on	Candidate	C’s	pile	is	looked	at	again	to	see	if	any	of	the	
remaining	candidates	are	ranked.		
	
Like	before,	two	ballot	papers	slide	in	front	of	the	screen,	one	in	each	of	Victor’s	hands.	
Both	have	their	number	1	and	number	2	votes	crossed	out	(C&D).		On	the	left,	the	
ballot	paper	is	ranked	D,	C,	B,	then	A.	On	the	right,	the	paper	is	ranked	C,	A	then	D.		
	
If	so,	the	ballot	paper	is	moved	to	the	pile	of	the	candidate	ranked	highest	on	that	
ballot	paper.	
	
On	the	left,	the	number	3	vote	for	Candidate	B	is	circled.	On	the	right,	the	number	2	
vote	for	Candidate	A	is	circled.	
	
If	none	of	the	remaining	candidates	are	ranked	the	ballot	paper	is	no	longer	used.	
	
We	then	fade	back	to	the	room	again.	.		Victor	jumps	into	fast‐forward	again.	
Candidate	C’s	pile	shrinks	and	the	two	remaining	piles	grow	as	Victor	zips	between	
them	in	a	blur.	As	each	pile	grows,	another	coloured	section	appears	on	top	of	the	
existing	votes,	showing	where	the	moved	votes	have	ended	up.		
	
The	fast‐forward	stops	and	Victor	is	now	on	a	ladder,	reaching	to	put	the	last	of	the	
redistributed	votes	on	top	of	the	Candidate	A’s	pile.	It	has	broken	the	line	on	the	wall.	
	
We	have	a	winner!	Candidate	A	now	has	more	than	half	of	the	remaining	votes.		
	
Victor	pins	a	rosette	on	Candidate	A’s	pile.	
	
Of	course,	this	is	just	one	example.	If	more	candidates	are	involved,	this	process	can	
be	repeated	until	one	candidate	has	more	than	half	the	remaining	votes.		
	
He	slides	down	his	ladder	like	a	pro,	and	walks	off	screen	to	the	left.	
	
Thank	you	Victor!	
	
Back	behind	his	desk,	Victor	nods.		The	two	signs	are	illuminated	behind	him.	
	
Click	a	button	below	to	choose	what	to	find	out	about	next.	
	
Approx	2min	40secs	(total:	4min	15secs)	







3.	END	
	
Cropping	in	closer	to	Victor	behind	his	desk,	we	can	no	longer	see	the	signs	in	the	
background.	He	wipes	his	brow	and	‘phews’.	
	
So,	now	we’ve	explained	the	voting	systems,	what	happens	when	you	go	to	vote	on	
May	5th?	
	
Victor	produces	the	referendum	ballot	paper	from	his	desk,	and	holds	it	forward	so	it	
fills	the	screen.	The	‘Yes’	and	‘No’	boxes	are	clearly	visible.	
	
You’ll	receive	a	ballot	paper	with	this	question:	
	
“At	present,	the	UK	uses	the	first	past	the	post’	system	to	elect	MPs	to	the	House	of	
Commons.	Should	the	‘alternative	vote’	system	be	used	instead?”	
	
Vote	‘yes’	if	you	think	alternative	vote	should	be	used.	Vote	‘no’	if	you	think	first	past	
the	post	should	be	used.	
	
Victor	removes	the	ballot	paper	and	puts	it	back	in	his	desk,	smiling.	
	
That’s	it!	Thanks	for	your	help	Victor.	
	
Cutting	back	to	the	wide	view,	the	signs	have	been	replaced	with	the	words	
‘aboutmyvote.co.uk’	
	
For	more	information	on	voting,	visit	aboutmyvote.co.uk.		Thanks	for	watching.	
	
The	slot	spotlight	clicks	off,	leaving	the	words	‘aboutmyvote.co.uk’	visible	on	a	black	
screen,	as	‘Polling	stations	open	7am‐10pm’	fades	in	beneath.	
	
Victor’s	eyes	are	left	blinking	in	the	darkness	‐	he	‘humphs’,	and	we	hear	his	footsteps	
as	he	walks	out	of	frame.	
	
Approx	35secs	(total:	4mins	50secs)	
	
	








 
Electoral Commission  
Spring 2011 Elections and Referendums  
 
Victor the Vote counter – UPDATE on how the content will be hosted on aboutmyvote.co.uk  
 
4th March 2011: Upon arriving at AMV.co.uk, users will see the Youtube clip and a series of HTML buttons that, when 
clicked, triggers a corresponding Youtube video relevant to that section. 
 
7th March 2011: Update on the proposed solution following internal tests and questions raised by client. 
 
User clicks on Aboutmyvote.co.uk: 


‐ Upon arrival at the specific page that will be hosting the Victor content, the user will see ONE linear Victor the 
Vote Counter clip that will have been embedded from Youtube. 


‐ HTML buttons underneath this clip will allows users to skip to the relevant sections (Find out about FPTP, Find 
out about AV, Find out about May 5th referendum) 


‐ Upon clicking one of these buttons, the same film will re‐load at a specific time stamp point that is relevant 
to that chapter. This has been tested by glue Isobar on 07.03.11 and negates the need to upload multiple 
videos onto Youtube.  


‐ User has the option of loading the page on AMV.co.uk in Welsh, which will subsequently load the Welsh 
video and Welsh HTML buttons. 


‐ Whether viewing English or Welsh, the user can hit the CC button on the Youtube player to bring up the 
closed captioning.  
 


IF THE USER ARRIVES AT THE PAGE VIA MOBILE: The user will not be able to skip to chaptered content on the mobile, 
but the HTML buttons will not be present to confuse the user into thinking that they are required to watch a different 
clip. In order to achieve this, we have confirmed with RedWeb on 07.03.11 that we’ll supply HTML, Javascript and CSS 
code for the page that detects when a user is browsing with a mobile handset.  
 
Will the content play automatically on the page? 
This is a decision for EC/Red Web to confirm. It is possible to have the video auto playing but it is also possible to get 
the user to click to play.  
 
How will the content be shared? 
After speaking with RebWeb, we have confirmation that they are able to implement a ‘Share to Facebook’ widget on 
the AMV.co.uk page with the content but they require confirmation from EC on being able to do this. The share 
button would allow users to share the link of the AMV page on their news feeds rather than the video itself.  
However, the video will also exist on Youtube should other platforms (e.g. Democracy UK) with to share  it. 
 
Is there a way of ensuring the Youtube video doesn’t link to any other videos? 
By default a Youtube video will always show recommended videos at the end. This can not be avoided.  
However we are testing options within the playlist order to see if there is a way to ensure relevant content is 
encouraged to be viewed next.  
 
Are glue happy to liaise with Redweb to ensure the designs work on AMV? 
Yes. WE have spoken with RedWeb on 07.03.11 and they have confirmed that our solution can be accommodated. 
For the testing period they’d require us to send through HTML buttons ahead of the final animation in order to test. 
 
 
 







What are the implications on costs and timings?  
There are no implications on costs. The developer resource required to create theYoutube annotations will be used to 
create the HTML buttons and test/QA with RedWeb. 
 
The solution does require extra QA and testing time from RedWeb but as mentioned above, if we can get them HTML 
buttons ahead of the final animation this will allow them to test all functionality ahead of dropping in the FINAL video. 
 
As you’ll see in the updated timing plan, we have allowed for 5 days for RedWeb to test. They have confirmed that 
only half a day would be required to upload the final asset and would need a placeholder/sample film to work with 
which will be fine.  
 
The current go‐live is 4th April but we need to discuss additional time required for EC creation of the Welsh VO. Once 
the final script and storyboards have been approved we’ll re‐assess to see if timings can be brought forward to meet 
the 1st April ideal live date.  
 
 
 
PROS of using Youtube  


‐ The Youtube functionality is a tried and tested player that our online audience are familiar with (especially 
the younger, more apathetic audience that consumer online content).  


‐ We also know that the Youtube player works across a variety of different browsers both for PC and Mac. As 
content is hosted on Youtube, this will prevent a high level of data being served on Aboutmyvote.co.uk in 
light of the traffic being directed at the website for 1st April 


‐ Accessibility within Youtube complies with basic government standards and allows for the Close Captioning 
functionality required.  


‐ The Youtube solution is achievable in our budget and timeframe where as a Flash build for instance would 
require further QA and testing for accessibility and compatibility on browser. 


  
CONS of using Youtube  


‐ 2 videos (Welsh version and English version) will be uploaded to the Youtube channel. However we can 
ensure these are removed from the Search directory (if preferred) and disable wall comments on all uploaded 
content.  


‐ Misuse of the Youtube content. Technically a user can use software to download Youtube footage to make 
their own clip. However this would also be possible for any solution (i.e. a screen capture of a flash unit could 
be made). We are unable to pre‐empt of counter any misuse of content and this is a risk that all advertisers of 
publishers of content face when using digital media.  








Victor	the	Vote	Counter	
VO	SCRIPT	(v8	02‐03‐11	TL)	
	
1.	INTRO	
	
Open	to	a	line	of	voters,	all	shapes	and	sizes,	approaching	a	ballot	box.	The	camera	
slowly	focuses		in	on	the	box	as	the	voters	shuffle	up	and	post	their	ballots.	
	
Hello.		
On	Thursday	May	5th	2011,	there	will	be	a	referendum	on	the	voting	system	you	use	
to	elect	MPs	to	the	House	of	Commons.	
	
Having	zoomed	close	to	the	slot,	a	hand	posts	a	ballot	paper	through	and	we	follow	it	
inside.	
	
There	are	two	voting	systems	for	you	to	choose	between:	the	current	system	and	a	
different	one.	To	explain	them	both,	I’d	like	to	introduce	Victor.	
	
The	slip	flutters	down	through	the	darkness,	down	a	cone	of	light	cast	by	the	slot.	It	
lands	on	the	desk	of	our	protagonist,	Victor.	
	
It’s	Victor’s	job	to	count	every	vote	in	our	elections,	and	that	means	he’s	something	
of	an	expert	in	these	things.			
Ready	to	do	some	explaining,	Victor?	
	
He	nods.		As	the	VO	explains	the	choices,	signs	illuminate	in	the	darkness	behind	his	
desk.	
	
Great.		
So,	there	are	two	systems	to	choose	from:	‘First	past	the	post’	and	‘Alternative	vote’.		
Which	one	do	you	want	to	hear	about	first?		
Click	a	sign	to	choose.			
	
Approx	40	secs	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	







2a.	FPTP	
	
Victor	stands	up	and	walks	left.	We’re	now	in	a	new	part	of	the	ballot	box.	The	words	
‘First	past	the	post’	are	against	the	wall,	and	a	huge	pile	of	papers	sits	in	a	mound	on	
the	floor.	Victor	tumbles	in.	
	
‘First	past	the	post’	is	the	system	we	currently	use	in	UK	general	elections;	here’s	
how	it	works.	
	
Victor	emerges	clutching	a	vote	slip.		We	cut	to	see	it	full	screen.		There	is	a	list	of	
candidates,	A	through	D,	and	one	is	marked	with	a	cross.	
	
With	‘First	past	the	post’,	you	vote	for	just	one	candidate.	You	do	this	by	putting	a	
cross	into	the	box	of	the	person	you	want	to	vote	for.	
	
We	cut	back	to	the	room.		Victor	is	busily	counting	votes	from	the	pile,	his	tongue	
poked	out	in	concentration.		
	
The	votes	for	each	candidate	are	then	put	into	a	pile	and	counted.		
	
We	flash	forward.	The	votes	are	now	all	counted	in	four	tall	piles	against	the	wall.		One	
is	clearly	taller.	
	
When	the	counting	is	finished	the	candidate	with	the	most	votes	wins.	
	
Victor	extends	a	tape	measure	and	verifies	the	tallest,	nodding.	
	
A	candidate	doesn’t	need	to	get	a	minimum	number	of	votes	–	to	win	they	only	need	
more	votes	than	any	other	candidate.	
	
He	pins	a	rosette	on	the	tallest	pile,	and	walks	right	to	return	to	his	desk.	
	
Thank	you,	Victor!		
So,	did	you	understand	first	past	the	post?	
	
Back	behind	his	desk,	Victor	nods.		The	two	signs	–	‘FPTP’	and	‘AV’	‐	are	illuminated	
behind	him,	and	a	new	sign	has	appeared	on	the	front	of	his	desk.		It	reads	‘I’m	done’.	
	
Not	you,	Victor,	our	voter!	
If	you	do	understand,	click	‘Alternative	Vote’	to	find	out	about	the	other	voting	
system.		
If	you	don’t,	click	the	‘First	past	the	post’	sign	to	play	this	clip	again.		
And,	if	you’re	happy	that	you	understand	both	systems,	just	click	‘I’m	done’.	
	
Approx	55secs	(total	1min	35secs)	
	







2b.	AV	
	
Victor	stands	up	and	walks	right.	We’re	now	in	a	new	part	of	the	ballot	box.	The	words	
‘Alternative	Vote’	are	marked	on	the	wall,	and	a	heap	of	votes	swing	from	the	ceiling	in	
a	cargo	net.	
	
The	‘Alternative	vote’	system	is	different	to	the	way	we	currently	vote	in	UK	general	
elections;	here’s	how	it	works.	
	
Victor	releases	the	votes	on	to	the	floor,	accidentally	burying	himself.	He	pops	up,	
clutching	a	slip,	and	we	cut	to	see	it	full	screen.	Again	we	see	a	list	of	candidates,	A	
through	D,	but	they	are	now	marked	with	numbers.	One	of	the	four	candidates	is	not	
ranked	at	all.	
	
In	this	system,	you	use	numbers	to	rank	the	candidates	in	order	of	your	preference.	
You	put	a	1	next	to	your	first	choice,	2	next	to	your	second	choice,	3	next	to	your	
third	choice	and	so	on.	
	
You	can	choose	how	many	candidates	to	rank,	and	you	don’t	have	to	rank	every	one.	
	
We	cut	back	to	the	room.	Victor	is	busily	counting	the	vote	slips	around	him	into	tidy	
piles.	
	
The	number	1	votes	for	each	candidate	are	then	put	into	a	pile	and	counted.		
Off	you	go,	Victor!	
	
Flash	forward.		All	of	the	votes	are	now	counted	into	four	tall	piles	against	the	wall.	
One	pile	is	taller	than	the	rest.	
	
When	the	counting	is	finished,	if	a	candidate	has	received	more	than	half	the	
number	1	votes,	that	candidate	wins	and	there	is	no	further	counting.	
	
A	dashed	line	draws	across	the	wall.	It	is	labeled	‘50%	of	number	1	votes’,	and	sits	well	
above	all	of	the	piles.	
	
But,	if	no	candidate	has	received	more	than	half	the	number	1	votes,	it	means	there	
will	be	at	least	one	more	round	of	counting.		So,	since	no	one	has	enough	votes	in	
our	example,	Victor	can	start	round	2.	
	
Victor	walks	over	and	attempts	to	lift	the	smallest	pile	of	votes.	His	knees	quiver,	but	it	
doesn’t	budge.	
	
At	this	point,	the	candidate	with	the	fewest	number	1	votes	is	removed	from	the	
contest.	
	







The	camera	lifts	away	from	the	floor,	removing	Victor	from	view,	and	focusing	on	the	
tops	of	the	four	piles	front	on.		The	smallest	pile	disappears	with	a	pop	and	we	hear	a	
thud	as	Victor	falls	over.	
	
Each	ballot	paper	in	that	candidate’s	pile	is	then	looked	at	again.	
	
Two	ballot	papers	slide	in	front	of	the	screen,	obscuring	the	view.	The	number	1	vote	
on	both	(both	for	the	removed	candidate)	is	crossed	out.	One	has	a	number	2	and	
number	3	vote	on	it.	The	other	has	no	other	votes.	
	
If	the	ballot	paper	shows	a	number	2	vote	for	another	candidate,	that	paper	is	added	
to	the	relevant	pile.		
If	a	ballot	paper	does	not	show	a	number	2	vote,	it	is	no	longer	used.	
	
The	paper	with	no	more	votes	on	it	is	striked	through.	The	word	‘Removed’	appears	
above	it	and	it	slides	down	out	of	frame.		
	
The	paper	with	the	number	2	votes	is	labeled	‘Redistributed’,	and	floats	back	into	the	
scene	behind,	settling	on	top	of	one	of	the	three	remaining	vote	piles,	each	now	taller.		
The	votes	that	have	been	added	to	each	pile	are	coloured	differently	so	we	can	see	
them	clearly.		
	
We	can	now	see	Victor	again,	rubbing	his	head	sorely.		The	tallest	pile	from	round	1	is	
now	smaller	than	the	pile	next	to	it.	The	lead	has	changed.	
	
If	a	candidate	has	received	more	than	half	of	the	remaining	votes,	that	candidate	has	
won	and	the	counting	stops.			
	
The	dotted	line	slides	lower	down	the	wall,	and	the	label	is	erased	to	now	read	‘50%	of	
remaining	votes’.	
	
But	‐	as	in	our	example	‐	if	no	candidate	has	received	more	than	half	of	the	
remaining	votes,	then	another	round	of	counting	begins.		
Away	you	go,	Victor!	
	
Victor	props	a	ladder	against	the	tallest	pile.	The	camera	lifts	from	the	floor	as	he	
climbs	up	and	picks	up	the	ballot	paper	on	top.	Once	more,	only	the	tops	of	the	piles	are	
in	shot.	He	studies	the	paper	in	his	hand.	
	
Just	like	before,	the	candidate	with	the	fewest	votes	is	taken	out	of	the	contest,	and	
the	ballot	papers	from	that	pile	are	then	redistributed	or	removed.	
	
Victor	lowers	the	ballot	paper	in	his	hand	and	looks	to	the	pile	next	to	him.	He	reaches	
over	to	put	it	on	top,	reaching	just	too	far,	and	tumbling	out	of	shot.	The	smallest	pile	
collapses	along	with	him.	
	







Like	before,	two	ballot	papers	slide	in	front	of	the	scene,	obscuring	the	view.		Both	have	
their	number	1	and	number	2	votes	crossed	out.		One	paper	has	a	number	3	vote	for	a	
remaining	candidate.	The	other	has	no	more	votes	on	it.	
	
Once	again,	the	paper	with	no	more	votes	on	it	is	striked	through,	and	slides	down	out	
of	frame.		‘Removed’	
	
The	paper	with	the	number	3	vote	floats	back	into	the	scene	behind,	settling	on	top	of	
the	tallest	of	the	two	remaining	vote	piles.	‘Redistributed’	
	
The	tallest	pile	has	broken	the	50%	line	on	the	wall.	
	
We	have	a	winner!	One	candidate	now	has	half	the	remaining	votes.		
	
Victor	pins	a	rosette	on	the	tallest	pile,	and	walks	left	to	return	to	his	desk.	
	
Of	course,	this	is	just	one	example.	If	more	candidates	are	involved,	this	process	can	
be	repeated	until	one	candidate	has	more	than	half	the	remaining	votes.		
	
Thank	you	Victor!	
	
Back	behind	his	desk,	Victor	nods.		The	two	signs	are	illuminated	behind	him,	and	the	
front	of	his	desk	still	reads	‘I’m	Done’.	
	
Hopefully	you	now	understand	‘Alternative	Vote’.		
If	you	do,	click	‘First	past	the	post	to	find	out	about	the	other	voting	system.		
If	you	don’t,	click	the	‘Alternative	Vote’	sign	to	play	this	clip	again.		
And,	if	you’re	happy	that	you	understand	both	systems,	just	click	‘I’m	done’.	
	
Approx	1min	55secs	(total:	3min	30	secs)	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	







	
	
3.	END	
	
Cropping	in	closer	to	Victor	behind	his	desk,	we	can	no	longer	see	the	signs	in	the	
background.	He	wipes	his	brow	and	‘phews’.	
	
So,	now	we’ve	explained	the	voting	systems,	what	happens	on	May	5th?	
	
Victor	produces	the	referendum	ballot	paper	from	his	desk,	and	holds	it	forward	so	it	
fills	the	screen.	
	
You’ll	receive	a	ballot	paper	with	this	question:	
	
“At	present,	the	UK	uses	the	first	past	the	post’	system	to	elect	MPs	to	the	House	of	
Commons.	Should	the	‘alternative	vote’	system	be	used	instead?”	
	
Vote	‘yes’	if	you	think	alternative	vote	should	be	used.	Vote	‘no’	if	you	think	first	past	
the	post	should	be	used.	
	
Victor	removes	the	ballot	paper	and	puts	it	back	in	his	desk,	smiling.	
	
That’s	it!	Thanks	for	your	help	Victor.	
	
Cutting	back	to	the	wide	view,	the	signs	have	been	replaced	with	the	words	
‘aboutmyvote.com’	
	
If	you’d	like	to	know	more,	visit	aboutmyvote.com.		Thanks	for	watching.	
	
The	slot	spotlight	clicks	off,	leaving	the	words	‘aboutmyvote.com’	visible	on	a	black	
screen.	Just	Victor’s	eyes	are	left	blinking	in	the	darkness	‐	he	‘humphs’,	and	we	hear	his	
footsteps	as	he	walks	out	of	frame.		A	replay	button	appears,	and	the	film	finishes.	
	
Approx	30	secs	(total:	4mins	5secs)	
	
	













Victor	the	Vote	Counter	
LINEAR	VO	SCRIPT	(v12	11‐03‐11	TL)	
	
1.	INTRO	
	
Open	to	a	close	up	of	a	calendar.	The	box	for	‘	5	Mai’	fills	the	screen.	It’s	ringed	in	red	
pen,	and	‘REFERENDUM’	is	written	inside	the	calendar	space.	
	
Ar	ddydd	Iau	y	pumed	o	Fai	2011,	bydd	refferendwm	ar	y	system	bleidleisio	rydych	
yn	ei	defnyddio	i	ethol	Aelodau	Seneddol	i	Dŷ’r	Cyffredin.	
	
The	camera	starts	to	slowly	pull	back,	revealing	more	dates	on	the	calendar.	We	see	
that	we’re	looking	at	a	wall	calendar	on	an	office	wall.	
	
Mae	dwy	system	bleidleisio	i	chi	ddewis	rhyngddynt:	y	system	bresennol	ac	un	
wahanol.	I	egluro'r	ddwy,	hoffwn	gyflwyno	Victor.	
	
Pulling	fully	back,	Victor	and	his	office	are	revealed.	He’s	sat	at	his	desk,	lit	by	a	cone	of	
light.	It’s	quite	dark	behind	him.	
	
Victor	sy'n	gyfrifol	am	gyfrif	pob	pleidlais	yn	ein	hetholiadau,	ac	mae	hynny'n	golygu	
ei	fod	yn	dipyn	o	arbenigwr	yn	y	maes.			
	
Wyt	ti'n	barod	i	egluro	Victor?	
	
He	nods.		As	the	VO	explains	the	choices,	signs	illuminate	in	the	darkness	behind	his	
desk.	
	
Gwych.		
Felly,	mae	dwy	system	i	ddewis	rhyngddynt:	'Y	cyntaf	i'r	felin'	a	'Pleidlais	amgen'.		
	
Beth	am	ddechrau	arni?	
	
Approx	40	secs	







2a.	FPTP		
	
Victor	stands	up	and	walks	left.	We’re	now	in	a	new	part	of	the	room.	The	words	‘First	
past	the	post’	are	against	the	wall,	and	a	huge	heap	of	papers	sits	in	a	mound	on	the	
floor.	Victor	expertly	dives	in,	headfirst.	
	
System	'y	cyntaf	i'r	felin'	yw'r	system	rydyn	ni'n	ei	defnyddio	ar	hyn	o	bryd	yn	
etholiadau	cyffredinol	y	Deyrnas	Unedig;	dyma	sut	mae'n	gweithio.	
	
Victor	emerges	clutching	a	vote	slip.		We	cut	to	see	it	full	screen.		There	is	a	list	of	
candidates,	A	through	D.		Candidate	B	is	marked	with	a	cross.	
	
Gyda	system	'y	cyntaf	i'r	felin',	rydych	yn	pleidleisio	am	un	ymgeisydd.	Rydych	yn	
gwneud	hyn	drwy	roi	croes	ym	mlwch	yr	unigolyn	rydych	am	bleidleisio	amdano.	
	
We	cut	back	to	the	room.		Victor	is	busily	counting	votes	from	the	pile,	his	tongue	
poked	out	in	concentration.		
	
Yna	rhoddir	y	pleidleisiau	ar	gyfer	pob	ymgeisydd	mewn	pentwr	a'u	cyfrif.		
	
We	flash	forward.	The	votes	are	now	all	counted	in	four	tall	piles	against	the	wall.		
Candidate	A’s	pile	is	tallest.	
	
Ar	ôl	gorffen	cyfrif,	mae'r	ymgeisydd	â'r	nifer	fwyaf	o	bleidleisiau	yn	ennill.	
	
Victor	extends	a	tape	measure	and	verifies	Candidate	A,	nodding.	
	
Does	dim	angen	i	ymgeisydd	gael	nifer	ofynnol	o	bleidleisiau	‐	dim	ond	mwy	o	
bleidleisiau	nag	unrhyw	ymgeisydd	arall	sydd	ei	angen	arno	i	ennill.	
	
He	pins	a	rosette	on	candidate	A’s	pile,	and	walks	right.	
	
Diolch	Victor!		
	
Approx	55secs	(total	1min	35secs)	







2b.	AV			
	
We’re	now	in	a	new	part	of	the	room.	Victor	enters	from	the	left.		The	words	
‘Alternative	Vote’	are	marked	on	the	wall,	and	a	heap	of	votes	swing	from	the	ceiling	in	
a	cargo	net.	
	
Mae'r	system	'Pleidlais	amgen'	yn	wahanol	i'r	ffordd	rydyn	ni'n	pleidleisio	yn	
etholiadau	cyffredinol	y	DU	ar	hyn	o	bryd;	dyma	sut	mae'n	gweithio.	
	
Victor	releases	the	votes	on	to	the	floor,	accidentally	burying	himself.	He	pops	up,	
clutching	a	slip,	and	we	cut	to	see	it	full	screen.	Again	we	see	a	list	of	candidates,	A	
through	D,	but	they	are	now	marked	with	numbers.	B	is	1,	A	is	2,	C	is	3	and	D	is	4.	
	
Yn	y	system	hon,	rydych	chi'n	defnyddio	rhifau	i	restru'ch	hoff	ymgeiswyr.	Rydych	
chi'n	rhoi	rhif	un	ger	eich	dewis	cyntaf,	rhif	dau	ger	eich	ail	ddewis,	rhif	tri	ger	eich	
trydydd	dewis	ac	yn	y	blaen.	
	
Gallwch	ddewis	sawl	ymgeisydd	i'w	restru.		Does	dim	rhaid	i	chi	restru	pob	
ymgeisydd.	Cyn	belled	ag	eich	bod	yn	dewis	o	leiaf	un,	caiff	eich	pleidlais	ei	chyfrif.	
	
We	cut	back	to	the	room.	Victor	is	busily	counting	the	vote	slips	around	him	into	tidy	
piles.	
	
Yna	rhoddir	y	pleidleisiau	rhif	un	ar	gyfer	pob	ymgeisydd	mewn	pentwr	a'u	cyfrif.		
I	ffwrdd	â	ti	Victor!	
	
Flash	forward.		All	of	the	votes	are	now	counted	into	four	tall	piles	against	the	wall.	
Candidates	A	&	B	are	joint	tallest.	
	
Ar	ôl	gorffen	cyfrif,	os	oes	ymgeisydd	wedi	cael	mwy	na	hanner	y	pleidleisiau	rhif	
un,	yr	ymgeisydd	hwnnw	sy'n	ennill	a	does	dim	angen	cyfrif	y	gweddill.	
	
A	dashed	line	draws	across	the	wall.	It	is	labeled	‘Hanner	y	pleidleisiau	rhif	un’,	and	sits	
well	above	all	of	the	piles.	
	
Ond,	os	nad	oes	unrhyw	ymgeisydd	wedi	cael	mwy	na	hanner	y	pleidleisiau	rhif	un,	
mae'n	golygu	y	bydd	o	leiaf	un	rownd	arall	o	gyfrif.		Felly,	am	nad	oes	gan	unrhyw	un	
ddigon	o	bleidleisiau,	gall	Victor	ddechrau	ar	yr	ail	rownd.	
	
Victor	walks	over	and	attempts	to	lift	the	smallest	pile	of	votes	–	candidate	D.		
	
Ar	yr	adeg	hon,	caiff	yr	ymgeisydd	â'r	nifer	leiaf	o	bleidleisiau	rhif	un	ei	dynnu	o'r	
gystadleuaeth	‐	yn	yr	achos	hwn,	Ymgeisydd	Ch.	
	
With	a	good	heave,	he	lifts	the	whole	pile	and	puts	it	down	at	the	edge	of	the	screen.	
	







Yna	edrychir	ar	bob	papur	pleidleisio	ym	mhentwr	Ymgeisydd	Ch	eto.	
	
Two	ballot	papers	slide	in	front	of	the	screen,	one	in	each	of	Victor’s	hands.	The	
number	1	vote	on	both	(both	for	candidate	D)	is	crossed	out.	One	has	a	number	2	(B)	
and	number	3	vote	(A)	on	it.	The	other	has	no	other	votes.	
	
Os	bydd	y	papur	pleidleisio	yn	dangos	pleidlais	rhif	dau	ar	gyfer	ymgeisydd	arall,	
caiff	ei	ychwanegu	at	bentwr	yr	ymgeisydd	hwnnw.	Er	enghraifft,	mae'r	papur	
pleidleisio	hwn	yn	dangos	pleidlais	rhif	un	ar	gyfer	Ymgeisydd	Ch,	a	phleidlais	rhif	
dau	ar	gyfer	Ymgeisydd	B,	felly	caiff	ei	symud	i	bentwr	Ymgeisydd	B.	
	
The	number	2	vote	for	Candidate	B	is	circled.	
	
Os	nad	yw	papur	pleidleisio	yn	dangos	pleidlais	rhif	dau,	ni	chaiff	ei	ddefnyddio	
mwyach.	
	
The	paper	with	no	more	votes	on	it	is	striked	through.	Victor’s	hand	then	lowers	the	
removed	ballot	paper	from	the	frame.		
	
We	then	fade	back	to	the	room.		Candidate	D’s	pile	is	slightly	smaller	to	indicate	
removed	votes,	though	we	don’t	draw	attention	to	it.	Victor	jumps	into	fast‐forward,	
Candidate	D’s	pile	shrinks	and	the	three	remaining	piles	grow	as	Victor	zips	between	
them	in	a	blur.	As	each	pile	grows,	a	coloured	section	appears	on	top	of	the	existing	
votes,	showing	where	the	moved	votes	have	ended	up.		
	
The	line	on	the	wall	now	reads	‘Hanner	y	pleidleisiau	sy'n	weddill’.	
	
The	fast	forward	stops	as	Victor	is	reaching	up	on	his	tip‐toes	to	add	the	last	of	the	
redistributed	votes	to	candidate	A’s	pile.	A	&	B	are	no	longer	the	same	height,	and	A	
now	has	a	small	lead.	
	
Os	oes	ymgeisydd	wedi	cael	mwy	na	hanner	y	pleidleisiau	sy'n	weddill,	yr	
ymgeisydd	hwnnw	sydd	wedi	ennill	ac	ni	chaiff	y	gweddill	eu	cyfrif.			
	
Ond	yn	yr	achos	hwn,	does	dal	ddim	unrhyw	ymgeisydd	sydd	â	mwy	na	hanner	y	
pleidleisiau	sy'n	weddill,	felly	mae	angen	rownd	arall	o	gyfrif.	
	
I	ffwrdd	â	ti	Victor!	
	
Once	more,	Victor	goes	to	lift	the	smallest	pile	(Candidate	C).		
	
Unwaith	eto,	caiff	yr	ymgeisydd	â'r	nifer	leiaf	o	bleidleisiau	ei	dynnu	o'r	
gystadleuaeth.	Ymgeisydd	C	y	tro	hwn.	
	
	







As	this	pile	is	taller	than	the	last	one	he	lifted,	his	knees	knock	and	he	strains	to	lift	it.	
Puffing	and	panting	with	wobbly	legs,	he	carries	it	to	the	edge	of	the	screen	and	puts	it	
down.	
	
Edrychir	ar	bob	papur	pleidleisio	ym	mhentwr	C	eto	i	weld	a	oes	unrhyw	un	o'r	
ymgeiswyr	sy'n	weddill	wedi'u	rhestru.		
	
Like	before,	two	ballot	papers	slide	in	front	of	the	screen,	one	in	each	of	Victor’s	hands.	
Both	have	their	number	1	and	number	2	votes	crossed	out	(C&D).		On	the	left,	the	
ballot	paper	is	ranked	D,	C,	B,	then	A.	On	the	right,	the	paper	is	ranked	C,	A	then	D.		
	
Os	felly,	symudir	y	papur	pleidleisio	i	bentwr	yr	ymgeisydd	sydd	â'r	radd	uchaf	ar	y	
papur	pleidleisio.	
	
On	the	left,	the	number	3	vote	for	Candidate	B	is	circled.	On	the	right,	the	number	2	
vote	for	Candidate	A	is	circled.	
	
I	Os	nad	oes	unrhyw	un	o'r	ymgeiswyr	sy'n	weddill	wedi'u	rhestru,	ni	chaiff	y	papur	
pleidleisio	ei	ddefnyddio	mwyach.	
	
We	then	fade	back	to	the	room	again.	.		Victor	jumps	into	fast‐forward	again.	
Candidate	C’s	pile	shrinks	and	the	two	remaining	piles	grow	as	Victor	zips	between	
them	in	a	blur.	As	each	pile	grows,	another	coloured	section	appears	on	top	of	the	
existing	votes,	showing	where	the	moved	votes	have	ended	up.		
	
The	fast‐forward	stops	and	Victor	is	now	on	a	ladder,	reaching	to	put	the	last	of	the	
redistributed	votes	on	top	of	the	Candidate	A’s	pile.	It	has	broken	the	line	on	the	wall.	
	
Mae	gennym	enillydd!	Mae	gan	Ymgeisydd	A	bellach	dros	hanner	y	pleidleisiau	sy'n	
weddill.		
	
Victor	pins	a	rosette	on	Candidate	A’s	pile.	
	
Wrth	gwrs,	dim	ond	un	enghraifft	yw	hon.	Os	oes	mwy	o	ymgeiswyr,	gellir	ailadrodd	
y	broses	hon	nes	bod	gan	un	ymgeisydd	dros	hanner	y	pleidleisiau	sy'n	weddill.		
	
He	slides	down	his	ladder	like	a	pro,	and	walks	off	screen	to	the	left.	
	
Diolch	Victor!	
	
Back	behind	his	desk,	Victor	nods.		The	two	signs	are	illuminated	behind	him.	
	
Approx	2min	40secs	(total:	4min	15secs)	







3.	END	
	
Cropping	in	closer	to	Victor	behind	his	desk,	we	can	no	longer	see	the	signs	in	the	
background.	He	wipes	his	brow	and	‘phews’.	
	
Felly,	nawr	ein	bod	wedi	egluro'r	system	bleidleisio,	beth	fydd	yn	digwydd	pan	ewch	
i	bleidleisio	ar	y	pumed	o	Fai?	
	
Victor	produces	the	referendum	ballot	paper	from	his	desk,	and	holds	it	forward	so	it	
fills	the	screen.	The	‘'Ie'	and	'Na'	boxes	are	clearly	visible.	
	
Byddwch	yn	cael	papur	pleidleisio	gyda'r	cwestiwn	hwn:	
	
“Ar	hyn	o	bryd,	mae'r	DU	yn	defnyddio	system	'y	cyntaf	i'r	felin'	i	ethol	ASau	i	Dŷ'r	
Cyffredin.	A	ddylid	defnyddio'r	system	'pleidlais	amgen'	yn	lle	hynny?”	
	
Pleidleisiwch	'ie'	os	credwch	y	dylid	defnyddio'r	bleidlais	amgen.	Pleidleisiwch	'na'	
os	credwch	y	dylid	defnyddio	system	y	cyntaf	i'r	felin.	
	
Victor	removes	the	ballot	paper	and	puts	it	back	in	his	desk,	smiling.	
	
Dyna	ni!	Diolch	am	dy	help	Victor.	
	
Cutting	back	to	the	wide	view,	the	signs	have	been	replaced	with	the	words	
‘fymhleidlaisi.co.uk’	
	
I	gael	rhagor	o	wybodaeth	am	bleidleisio,	ewch	i	fymhleidlaisi.co.uk.		Diolch	am	
wylio.	
	
The	slot	spotlight	clicks	off,	leaving	the	words	‘fymhleidlaisi’	visible	on	a	black	screen,	
as	‘Gorsaf	Bleidleisio	ar	agor	7am‐10pm’	fades	in	beneath.	
	
Victor’s	eyes	are	left	blinking	in	the	darkness	‐	he	‘humphs’,	and	we	hear	his	footsteps	
as	he	walks	out	of	frame.	
	
Approx	35secs	(total:	4mins	50secs)	
	
	








Victor	the	Vote	Counter	
VO	SCRIPT	(v9	08‐03‐11	TL)	
	
1.	INTRO	
	
Open	to	a	line	of	voters,	all	shapes	and	sizes,	approaching	a	ballot	box.	The	camera	
slowly	focuses		in	on	the	box	as	the	voters	shuffle	up	and	post	their	ballots.	
	
Hello.		
On	Thursday	May	5th	2011,	there	will	be	a	referendum	on	the	voting	system	you	use	
to	elect	MPs	to	the	House	of	Commons.	
	
Having	zoomed	close	to	the	slot,	a	hand	posts	a	ballot	paper	through	and	we	follow	it	
inside.	
	
There	are	two	voting	systems	for	you	to	choose	between:	the	current	system	and	a	
different	one.	To	explain	them	both,	I’d	like	to	introduce	Victor.	
	
The	slip	flutters	down	through	the	darkness,	down	a	cone	of	light	cast	by	the	slot.	It	
lands	on	the	desk	of	our	protagonist,	Victor.	
	
It’s	Victor’s	job	to	count	every	vote	in	our	elections,	and	that	means	he’s	something	
of	an	expert	in	these	things.			
Ready	to	do	some	explaining,	Victor?	
	
He	nods.		As	the	VO	explains	the	choices,	signs	illuminate	in	the	darkness	behind	his	
desk.	
	
Great.		
So,	there	are	two	systems	to	choose	from:	‘First	past	the	post’	and	‘Alternative	vote’.		
Which	one	do	you	want	to	hear	about	first?		
Click	a	sign	to	choose.			
	
Approx	40	secs	
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2a.	FPTP		
	
Victor	stands	up	and	walks	left.	We’re	now	in	a	new	part	of	the	ballot	box.	The	words	
‘First	past	the	post’	are	against	the	wall,	and	a	huge	pile	of	papers	sits	in	a	mound	on	
the	floor.	Victor	tumbles	in.	
	
‘First	past	the	post’	is	the	system	we	currently	use	in	UK	general	elections;	here’s	
how	it	works.	
	
Victor	emerges	clutching	a	vote	slip.		We	cut	to	see	it	full	screen.		There	is	a	list	of	
candidates,	A	through	D.		Candidate	B	is	marked	with	a	cross.	
	
With	‘First	past	the	post’,	you	vote	for	just	one	candidate.	You	do	this	by	putting	a	
cross	into	the	box	of	the	person	you	want	to	vote	for.	
	
We	cut	back	to	the	room.		Victor	is	busily	counting	votes	from	the	pile,	his	tongue	
poked	out	in	concentration.		
	
The	votes	for	each	candidate	are	then	put	into	a	pile	and	counted.		
	
We	flash	forward.	The	votes	are	now	all	counted	in	four	tall	piles	against	the	wall.		
Candidate	C’s	pile	is	clearly	taller.	
	
When	the	counting	is	finished	the	candidate	with	the	most	votes	wins.	
	
Victor	extends	a	tape	measure	and	verifies	the	tallest,	nodding.	
	
A	candidate	doesn’t	need	to	get	a	minimum	number	of	votes	–	to	win	they	only	need	
more	votes	than	any	other	candidate.	
	
He	pins	a	rosette	on	candidate	C’s	pile,	and	walks	right	to	return	to	his	desk.	
	
Thank	you,	Victor!		
	
Victor	is	back	behind	his	desk.	The	two	signs	–	‘FPTP’	and	‘AV’	‐	are	illuminated	behind	
him,	and	a	new	sign	has	appeared	on	the	front	of	his	desk.		It	reads	‘I’m	done’.	
	
So,	did	you	understand	first	past	the	post?	
Victor	nods.	
	
Not	you,	Victor,	our	voter!	
If	you	do	understand,	click	‘Alternative	Vote’	to	find	out	about	the	other	voting	
system.		
If	you	don’t,	click	the	‘First	past	the	post’	sign	to	play	this	clip	again.		
And,	if	you’re	happy	that	you	understand	both	systems,	just	click	‘I’m	done’.	
Approx	55secs	(total	1min	35secs)	
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2b.	AV			
	
Victor	stands	up	and	walks	right.	We’re	now	in	a	new	part	of	the	ballot	box.	The	words	
‘Alternative	Vote’	are	marked	on	the	wall,	and	a	heap	of	votes	swing	from	the	ceiling	in	
a	cargo	net.	
	
The	‘Alternative	vote’	system	is	different	to	the	way	we	currently	vote	in	UK	general	
elections;	here’s	how	it	works.	
	
Victor	releases	the	votes	on	to	the	floor,	accidentally	burying	himself.	He	pops	up,	
clutching	a	slip,	and	we	cut	to	see	it	full	screen.	Again	we	see	a	list	of	candidates,	A	
through	D,	but	they	are	now	marked	with	numbers.	B	is	1,	A	is	2,	C	is	3	and	D	is	not	
ranked.	
	
In	this	system,	you	use	numbers	to	rank	the	candidates	in	order	of	your	preference.	
You	put	a	1	next	to	your	first	choice,	2	next	to	your	second	choice,	3	next	to	your	
third	choice	and	so	on.	
	
You	can	choose	how	many	candidates	to	rank,	and	you	don’t	have	to	rank	every	one.	
	
We	cut	back	to	the	room.	Victor	is	busily	counting	the	vote	slips	around	him	into	tidy	
piles.	
	
The	number	1	votes	for	each	candidate	are	then	put	into	a	pile	and	counted.		
Off	you	go,	Victor!	
	
Flash	forward.		All	of	the	votes	are	now	counted	into	four	tall	piles	against	the	wall.	
Candidate	C’s	pile	is	tallest.	
	
When	the	counting	is	finished,	if	a	candidate	has	received	more	than	half	the	
number	1	votes,	that	candidate	wins	and	there	is	no	further	counting.	
	
A	dashed	line	draws	across	the	wall.	It	is	labeled	‘50%	of	number	1	votes’,	and	sits	well	
above	all	of	the	piles.	
	
But,	if	no	candidate	has	received	more	than	half	the	number	1	votes,	it	means	there	
will	be	at	least	one	more	round	of	counting.		So,	since	no	one	has	enough	votes	in	
our	example,	Victor	can	start	round	2.	
	
Victor	walks	over	and	attempts	to	lift	the	smallest	pile	of	votes	–	candidate	A.		
	
At	this	point,	the	candidate	with	the	fewest	number	1	votes	is	removed	from	the	
contest.	
	
With	a	good	heave,	he	lifts	the	whole	pile	and	carries	it	out	of	shot.	
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Each	ballot	paper	in	that	candidate’s	pile	is	then	looked	at	again.	
	
Two	ballot	papers	slide	in	front	of	the	screen,	one	in	each	of	Victor’s	hands.	The	
number	1	vote	on	both	(both	for	candidate	A)	is	crossed	out.	One	has	a	number	2	(B)	
and	number	3	vote	(D)	on	it.	The	other	has	no	other	votes.	
	
If	the	ballot	paper	shows	a	number	2	vote	for	another	candidate,	that	paper	is	added	
to	the	relevant	pile.	
If	a	ballot	paper	does	not	show	a	number	2	vote,	it	is	no	longer	used.	
	
The	paper	with	no	more	votes	on	it	is	striked	through.	The	word	‘Removed’	appears	
above	it.		The	paper	with	the	number	2	votes	is	labeled	‘Redistributed’.		Victor’s	hand	
then	lowers	the	‘removed’	paper	from	the	frame.		
	
We	then	fade	back	to	the	room.		There	are	three	remaining	piles,	and	all	three	are	
taller	than	before.		At	the	top	of	each	pile	is	a	coloured	section	showing	where	the	
redistributed	votes	have	ended	up.		
	
The	50%	marker	on	the	wall	is	lower,	and	now	reads	‘50%	of	remaining	votes’.	
	
Victor	is	reaching	up	on	his	tip‐toes	to	add	the	last	of	the	redistributed	votes	to	
candidate	B’s	pile.		The	tallest	pile	from	round	1	(candidate	C)	is	now	smaller	than	
candidate	B’s	pile,	which	is	now	the	tallest.	The	lead	has	changed.		
	
If	a	candidate	has	received	more	than	half	of	the	remaining	votes,	that	candidate	has	
won	and	the	counting	stops.			
	
But	‐	as	in	our	example	‐	if	no	candidate	has	received	more	than	half	of	the	
remaining	votes,	then	another	round	of	counting	begins.		
Away	you	go,	Victor!	
	
Once	more,	Victor	goes	to	lift	the	smallest	pile	(now	Candidate	D’s	pile).	As	this	pile	is	
taller	than	the	last	one	he	lifted,	his	knees	knock	and	he	strains	to	lift	it.	Puffing	and	
panting	with	wobbly	legs,	he	carries	the	pile	out	of	frame.	
	
Just	like	before,	the	candidate	with	the	fewest	votes	is	taken	out	of	the	contest,	and	
the	ballot	papers	from	that	pile	are	then	redistributed	or	removed.	
	
Like	before,	two	ballot	papers	slide	in	front	of	the	screen,	one	in	each	of	Victor’s	hands.	
Both	have	their	number	1	and	number	2	votes	crossed	out	(A&D).		One	paper	has	a	
number	3	vote	for	Candidate	B.	The	other	has	no	more	votes	on	it.	
	
The	paper	with	no	votes	is	again	labeled	‘removed’,	and	the	other	paper	is	labeled	
‘redistributed’.		Victor’s	hand	then	pulls	the	‘removed’	slip	out	of	frame.	
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We	then	fade	back	to	the	room	again.		There	are	two	remaining	piles,	and	both	are	
taller	than	before.		At	the	top	of	each	pile	is	another	coloured	section	showing	where	
the	redistributed	votes	have	ended	up.		
	
Victor	is	now	on	a	ladder,	reaching	to	put	the	last	of	the	redistributed	votes	on	top	of	
the	Candidate	B’s	pile,	which	has	broken	the	50%	line	on	the	wall	(which	has	lowered	
again).	
	
We	have	a	winner!	One	candidate	now	has	half	the	remaining	votes.		
	
Victor	pins	a	rosette	on	Candidate	B’s	pile.	
	
Of	course,	this	is	just	one	example.	If	more	candidates	are	involved,	this	process	can	
be	repeated	until	one	candidate	has	more	than	half	the	remaining	votes.		
	
He	slides	down	his	ladder	like	a	pro,	and	walks	off	screen	to	the	left.	
	
Thank	you	Victor!	
	
Back	behind	his	desk,	Victor	nods.		The	two	signs	are	illuminated	behind	him,	and	the	
front	of	his	desk	still	reads	‘I’m	Done’.	
	
Hopefully	you	now	understand	‘Alternative	Vote’.		
If	you	do,	click	‘First	past	the	post	to	find	out	about	the	other	voting	system.		
If	you	don’t,	click	the	‘Alternative	Vote’	sign	to	play	this	clip	again.		
And,	if	you’re	happy	that	you	understand	both	systems,	just	click	‘I’m	done’.	
	
Approx	1min	55secs	(total:	3min	30	secs)	
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3.	END	
	
Cropping	in	closer	to	Victor	behind	his	desk,	we	can	no	longer	see	the	signs	in	the	
background.	He	wipes	his	brow	and	‘phews’.	
	
So,	now	we’ve	explained	the	voting	systems,	what	happens	when	you	go	to	vote	on	
May	5th?	
	
Victor	produces	the	referendum	ballot	paper	from	his	desk,	and	holds	it	forward	so	it	
fills	the	screen.	
	
You’ll	receive	a	ballot	paper	with	this	question:	
	
“At	present,	the	UK	uses	the	first	past	the	post’	system	to	elect	MPs	to	the	House	of	
Commons.	Should	the	‘alternative	vote’	system	be	used	instead?”	
	
Vote	‘yes’	if	you	think	alternative	vote	should	be	used.	Vote	‘no’	if	you	think	first	past	
the	post	should	be	used.	
	
Victor	removes	the	ballot	paper	and	puts	it	back	in	his	desk,	smiling.	
	
That’s	it!	Thanks	for	your	help	Victor.	
	
Cutting	back	to	the	wide	view,	the	signs	have	been	replaced	with	the	words	
‘aboutmyvote.co.uk’	
	
If	you’d	like	to	know	more,	visit	aboutmyvote.co.uk.		Thanks	for	watching.	
	
The	slot	spotlight	clicks	off,	leaving	the	words	‘aboutmyvote.co.uk’	visible	on	a	black	
screen,	as	‘Polling	stations	open	7am‐10pm’	fades	in	beneath.	
	
Victor’s	eyes	are	left	blinking	in	the	darkness	‐	he	‘humphs’,	and	we	hear	his	footsteps	
as	he	walks	out	of	frame.		A	replay	button	appears,	and	the	film	finishes.	
	
Approx	30	secs	(total:	4mins	5secs)	
	
	








Winner


19.  Bears votes split and join the other candidate’s bars. Now Badger has more 
than half of the total votes.


VO:  “More of Bears voters preferred you Badger as their second choice vote
and you now have more than half of the votes. So the the winner of the UK’s 
favourite dancing animal is Badger”.


20. Badger celebrates. 


20. The bar graphs disappear and the animals return to their dancing loop. 


18. VO:  “We now look at all of the people who voted bear as their first choice, 
and see if they had chosen a second choice candidate. We reallocate all 
of those second choice votes to the remaining candidates. If no winner 
appears we’ll go to a third round.” 


Bears votes split and join the other candidate’s bars. 


www.aboutmyvote.co.uk


AVFPTP


22.  VO:  Remember, on May 5th there is a referendum to decide the way that 
we vote. First Past the Post or Alternative vote? On May 5th YOU decide.”
Viewers are able to interact by clicking to replay the ‘Alternative vote’ sequence, 
click  ‘First past the post’ or click ‘Find out more at aboutmyvote.co.uk’.
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Find out more about the referendum here 


Register to vote here 


Ways of voting 


 


 


Individual pages - information on devolved election 
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See what the ballot paper will look like here 


Register to vote here 


Download a copy of the booklet here 


Find out more about the referendum here 
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Further info on the referendum 


Info on elections in your area 


Register to vote here 


 


 


 


 


 


Info on the referendum  
Copy from the booklet 


Link to the tool 


Register to vote here 


Find out more about elections happening in your area 


 


 
 
 


Ways to vote (existing page) 


Campaign page on AMV homepage 


Click here to find out more information on elections 
happening in your area and the referendum 


England Wales Scotland Northern 
Ireland 


 
Pa


ge
 3


 
Pa


ge
 2


 


Pa
ge


 4
 








WELCOME TO 
THE VOTE FACTOR


Sq
u


ir
re


l
Rabbit


Squirrel


Badger


Bear


x


Vote
Clear


Selection


3. “But rather than voting to elect an MP, you’ll be get to practice by voting on 
YOUR FAVOURITE DANCING ANIMAL.”
“Ladies and Gentleman. It’s time. To face. The creature candidates.” 
A curtain raises to reveal four simply animated dancing animal animals 
(EG: Rabbit, squirrel, badger and bear). They wave before starting to dance in 
different styles..
VO: “Please pick a voting system to find out more.”
Two buttons appear.


2. “You’ll get to choose from two different ways to vote.” 
A non interactive ballot paper pops up into frame and question mark appears 
over the two options.
“First Past the Post or Alternative vote? On May 5th YOU decide.”


“Today, you’ll discover the difference between the two. “


4.  The four characters continue dancing in the background. 
VO:  “So what is First Past The Post voting? Well, it’s the way we vote for MPs 
at the moment. With First Past The Post you vote for a single candidate and 
you use a cross. So, take a good look at all of our hopefuls here before you 
make your choice.”


5. The four characters continue dancing in the background. 
VO:  “So, take a good look at all of our hopefuls here before you 
  make your choice.”


VO:  “You voted for… “ Dramatic pause. “SQUIRREL.” 
The squirrel steps forward gives a thumbs up and a wave. 


VO:  “But lets see how the rest of the nation has voted.”


1. Dramatic music plays as spot lights sweep across a theatrical curtain and 
stage. 
Type appears on screen: Welcome to THE VOTE FACTOR
Peter Dickson Style VO: “Welcome THE VOTE FACTOR. 
On May 5th the Great British public will be asked to vote in a referendum 
on the way we will elect MPs to the House of Commons 
in the future.”
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ID Task Name Duration Start Finish


1 EC-11-11833 project plan v0b 18032011 9.75 days Fri 18/03/11 Fri 01/04/11


2 Research and planning 0.94 days Fri 18/03/11Mon 21/03/11


3 To be supplied by the Electoral Commission: approved content for the 


page


0 hrs Fri 18/03/11 Fri 18/03/11


4 To be supplied by Glue: copy for Facebook API, accessibility copy for 
mobile page, design flats for the HTML buttons that includes style cues 


and font from Victor the Vote counter


0 hrs Fri 18/03/11 Fri 18/03/11


5 Project start up meeting - requirements discussion 0.5 hrs Mon 21/03/11 Mon 21/03/11


6 Research and planning stage completion 0 hrs Mon 21/03/11 Mon 21/03/11


7 Solution definition 1.25 days Mon 21/03... Tue 22/03/11


8 Generate functional / technical specification document (including 


internal review)


1.5 hrs Mon 21/03/11 Mon 21/03/11


9 Electoral Commission review of functional / technical specification 


document


5 hrs Mon 21/03/11 Mon 21/03/11


10 Amend functional / technical specification document (post client 


feedback)


0.5 hrs Tue 22/03/11 Tue 22/03/11


11 Electoral Commission review and approval of functional / technical 
specification document


3 hrs Tue 22/03/11 Tue 22/03/11


12 Generate deployment plan 2 hrs Mon 21/03/11 Mon 21/03/11


13 Internal review 0.5 hrs Mon 21/03/11 Mon 21/03/11


14 Solution definition stage completion 0 hrs Tue 22/03/11 Tue 22/03/11


15 Design 1.88 days Tue 22/03/... Thu 24/03/11


16 Concepts v0a - referendum video page (desktop and mobile) including 
internal review


7 hrs Tue 22/03/11 Tue 22/03/11


17 Electoral Commission review of concepts v0a - referendum video page 


(desktop and mobile)


2 hrs Wed 23/03/11 Wed 23/03/11


18 Concepts v0b - amends and Welsh versions including internal review 5 hrs Wed 23/03/11 Wed 23/03/11


19 Electoral Commission review and approval of concepts v0d - amends 
and Welsh versions


1 hr Thu 24/03/11 Thu 24/03/11


20 Design stage completion 0 hrs Thu 24/03/11 Thu 24/03/11


21 Development 5.06 days Mon 21/03... Tue 29/03/11


22 To be supplied by Glue: HTML mark-up and placeholder video for testing 0 hrs Mon 21/03/11 Mon 21/03/11


23 Local Dev Setup (Builds, TFS, Workstations) 3.5 hrs Tue 22/03/11 Tue 22/03/11


24 Desktop page build (English/Welsh) 5.5 hrs Thu 24/03/11 Thu 24/03/11


25 Mobile page build (English/Welsh) 4 hrs Thu 24/03/11 Fri 25/03/11


26 Browser Check/Accessibility Check 2 hrs Fri 25/03/11 Fri 25/03/11


27 Add tracking on mobile page and GA tracking on desktop page 


including specific tracking for HTML buttons


0.5 hrs Fri 25/03/11 Fri 25/03/11


28 Code Reviews 1 hr Fri 25/03/11 Fri 25/03/11


29 Setup server side mobile detection and redirect 11.5 hrs Wed 23/03/11 Thu 24/03/11


30 Code Reviews 1 hr Thu 24/03/11 Thu 24/03/11


31 Deployment to QA 2 hrs Mon 28/03/11 Mon 28/03/11


32 Internal system testing 1 4 hrs Mon 28/03/11 Mon 28/03/11


33 Rework 2 hrs Mon 28/03/11 Mon 28/03/11


34 Internal system testing 2 2 hrs Tue 29/03/11 Tue 29/03/11


35 Development stage completion 0 hrs Tue 29/03/11 Tue 29/03/11


36 Deployment and support 3.25 days Tue 29/03/... Fri 01/04/11


37 Deployment to staging 1 5 hrs Tue 29/03/11 Tue 29/03/11


38 User Acceptance Testing 7 hrs Wed 30/03/11 Wed 30/03/11


39 Glue to review designs on UAT environment 7 hrs Wed 30/03/11 Wed 30/03/11


40 Support during UAT 2 hrs Wed 30/03/11 Wed 30/03/11


41 Rework 2 hrs Thu 31/03/11 Thu 31/03/11


42 Internal system testing 3 2 hrs Thu 31/03/11 Thu 31/03/11


43 Deployment to staging 2 2 hrs Thu 31/03/11 Thu 31/03/11


44 Electoral Commission review and approval of site for deployment to 
production (live)


1 hr Thu 31/03/11 Thu 31/03/11


45 Deployment to production (live) 7 hrs Fri 01/04/11 Fri 01/04/11


46 Project completion 0 hrs Fri 01/04/11 Fri 01/04/11
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Victor the Vote Counter 
VO SCRIPT (v11 11-03-11 TL) 
 
1. INTRO 
 
Open to a close up of a calendar. ‘5 May 5th’ fills the screen. It’s ringed in red pen, and 
‘REFERENDUM’ is written inside the calendar space. 
 
Hello.  
On Thursday May 5th 2011, there will be a referendum on the voting system you use 
to elect MPs to the House of Commons. 
 
The camera starts to slowly pull back, revealing more dates on the calendar. We see 
that we’re looking at a wall calendar on an office wall. 
 
There are two voting systems for you to choose between: the current system and a 
different one. To explain them both, I’d like to introduce Victor. 
 
Pulling fully back, Victor and his office are revealed. He’s sat at his desk, lit by a cone of 
light. It’s quite dark behind him. 
 
It’s Victor’s job to count every vote in our elections, and that means he’s something 
of an expert in these things.   
 
Ready to do some explaining, Victor? 
 
He nods.  As the VO explains the choices, signs illuminate in the darkness behind his 
desk. 
 
Great.  
So, there are two systems to choose from: ‘First past the post’ and ‘Alternative vote’.  
 
We’ll look at the ‘First Past the Post’ system first, shall we? 
 
If you’d rather decide what to watch yourself, just click one of the buttons below. 
You can click these at any time to jump back and forth through the video.  
 
Otherwise just sit back, relax, and let Victor be your guide. 
 
Approx 40 secs 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Comment [CC1]: Delete all this – don’t 
want to say FPTP coming first – just have 
the bit saying ‘ Click in the buttons below 
to choose which system to look at first’ 


Comment [CC2]: We need a new 
version of the script without this in for 
the linear version 







 
 
 
 
 
2a. FPTP  
 
Victor stands up and walks left. We’re now in a new part of the room. The words ‘First 
past the post’ are against the wall, and a huge heap of papers sits in a mound on the 
floor. Victor expertly dives in, headfirst. 
 
‘First past the post’ is the system we currently use in UK general elections; here’s 
how it works. 
 
Victor emerges clutching a vote slip.  We cut to see it full screen.  There is a list of 
candidates, A through D.  Candidate B is marked with a cross. 
 
With ‘First past the post’, you vote for one candidate. You do this by putting a cross 
into the box of the person you want to vote for. 
 
We cut back to the room.  Victor is busily counting votes from the pile, his tongue 
poked out in concentration.  
 
The votes for each candidate are then put into a pile and counted.  
 
We flash forward. The votes are now all counted in four tall piles against the wall.  
Candidate A’s pile is tallest. 
 
When the counting is finished the candidate with the most votes wins. 
 
Victor extends a tape measure and verifies Candidate A, nodding. 
 
A candidate doesn’t need to get a minimum number of votes – to win they only need 
more votes than any other candidate. 
 
He pins a rosette on candidate A’s pile, and walks right to return to his desk. 
 
Thank you, Victor!  
 
Victor is back behind his desk. The two signs – ‘FPTP’ and ‘AV’ - are illuminated behind 
him. 
 
Next we’ll look at the ‘Alternative Vote’ system. 
 
Victor nods. 
 







If you’d like to hear First Past the Post explained again, or to skip to the end, just 
click one of the buttons below. 
 
Approx 55secs (total 1min 35secs) 


Comment [CC3]: This assumes they 
watched FPTP first. Click below to find 
out about Alternative Vote or to hear 
about First Past the Post again or to skip 
to the end’ 







2b. AV   
 
Victor stands up and walks right. We’re now in a new part of the ballot box. The words 
‘Alternative Vote’ are marked on the wall, and a heap of votes swing from the ceiling in 
a cargo net. 
 
The ‘Alternative vote’ system is different to the way we currently vote in UK general 
elections; here’s how it works. 
 
Victor releases the votes on to the floor, accidentally burying himself. He pops up, 
clutching a slip, and we cut to see it full screen. Again we see a list of candidates, A 
through D, but they are now marked with numbers. B is 1, A is 2, C is 3 and D is 4. 
 
In this system, you use numbers to rank the candidates in order of your preference. 
You put a 1 next to your first choice, 2 next to your second choice, 3 next to your 
third choice and so on. 
 
You can choose how many candidates to rank.  You don’t have to rank every 
candidate. As long as you rank at least one, your vote will be counted. 
 
We cut back to the room. Victor is busily counting the vote slips around him into tidy 
piles. 
 
The number 1 votes for each candidate are then put into a pile and counted.  
Off you go, Victor! 
 
Flash forward.  All of the votes are now counted into four tall piles against the wall. 
Candidates A & B are joint tallest. 
 
When the counting is finished, if a candidate has received more than half the 
number 1 votes, that candidate wins and there is no further counting. 
 
A dashed line draws across the wall. It is labeled ‘50%Half of number 1 votes’, and sits 
well above all of the piles. 
 
But, if no candidate has received more than half the number 1 votes, it means there 
will be at least one more round of counting.  So, since no one has enough votes in 
our example, Victor can start round 2. 
 
Victor walks over and attempts to lift the smallest pile of votes – candidate D.  
 
At this point, the candidate with the fewest number 1 votes is removed from the 
contest - in this case, Candidate D. 
 
With a good heave, he lifts the whole pile and carries it out of shot. 
 


Comment [CC4]: Need to amend 


Comment [CC5]: This is misleading – 
he can’t carry out of shot as some are 
being used again 







Each ballot paper in Candidate D’s pile is then looked at again. 
 
Two ballot papers slide in front of the screen, one in each of Victor’s hands. The 
number 1 vote on both (both for candidate D) is crossed out. One has a number 2 (B) 
and number 3 vote (A) on it. The other has no other votes. 
 
If the ballot paper shows a number 2 vote for another candidate, it is added to that 
candidate’s pile. For example, this ballot paper shows a number 1 vote for Candidate 
D and a number 2 vote for Candidate B, so it will be moved to Candidate B’s pile. 
 
The number 2 vote for Candidate B is circled. 
 
If a ballot paper does not show a number 2 vote, it is no longer used. 
 
The paper with no more votes on it is striked through. Victor’s hand then lowers the 
removed ballot paper from the frame.  
 
We then fade back to the room.  Victor jumps into fast-forward, and the three 
remaining piles grow as Victor zips between them in a blur. As each pile grows, a 
coloured section appears on top of the existing votes, showing where the moved votes 
have ended up.  
 
The 50%Half  marker on the wall now reads ‘Half50% of remaining votes’. 
 
The fast forward stops as Victor is reaching up on his tip-toes to add the last of the 
redistributed votes to candidate A’s pile. A & B are no longer the same height, and A 
now has a small lead. 
 
If a candidate has received more than half of the remaining votes, that candidate has 
won and the counting stops.   
 
But in this case there is still no candidate with more than half of the remaining 
votes, so another round of counting is needed. 
 
Away you go, Victor! 
 
Once more, Victor goes to lift the smallest pile (Candidate C).  
 
Again, the candidate with the fewest votes is taken out of the contest. This time it’s 
Candidate C. 
 
As this pile is taller than the last one he lifted, his knees knock and he strains to lift it. 
Puffing and panting with wobbly legs, he carries the pile out of frame. 
 
Each ballot paper on Candidate C’s pile is looked at again to see if any of the 
remaining candidates are ranked.  







 
Like before, two ballot papers slide in front of the screen, one in each of Victor’s hands. 
Both have their number 1 and number 2 votes crossed out (C&D).  On the left, the 
ballot paper is ranked D, C, B, then A. On the right, the paper is ranked C, A then D.  
 
If so, the ballot paper is moved to the pile of the candidate ranked highest on that 
ballot paper. 
 
On the left, the number 3 vote for Candidate B is circled. On the right, the number 2 
vote for Candidate A is circled. 
 
If none of the remaining candidates are ranked the ballot paper is no longer used. 
 
We then fade back to the room again. .  Victor jumps into fast-forward again, and the 
two remaining piles grow as Victor zips between them in a blur. As each pile grows, 
another coloured section appears on top of the existing votes, showing where the 
moved votes have ended up.  
 
The fast-forward stops and Victor is now on a ladder, reaching to put the last of the 
redistributed votes on top of the Candidate A’s pile. It has broken the 50% line on the 
wall. 
 
We have a winner! Candidate A now has more than half of the remaining votes.  
 
Victor pins a rosette on Candidate A’s pile. 
 
Of course, this is just one example. If more candidates are involved, this process can 
be repeated until one candidate has more than half the remaining votes.  
 
He slides down his ladder like a pro, and walks off screen to the left. 
 
Thank you Victor! 
 
Back behind his desk, Victor nods.  The two signs are illuminated behind him. 
 
If you’d like to hear Alternative Vote or First Past the Post explained again, just click 
one of the buttons below. 
 
Approx 2min 40secs (total: 4min 15secs) 







3. END 
 
Cropping in closer to Victor behind his desk, we can no longer see the signs in the 
background. He wipes his brow and ‘phews’. 
 
So, now we’ve explained the voting systems, what happens when you go to vote on 
May 5th? 
 
Victor produces the referendum ballot paper from his desk, and holds it forward so it 
fills the screen. The ‘Yes’ and ‘No’ boxes are clearly visible. 
 
You’ll receive a ballot paper with this question: 
 
“At present, the UK uses the first past the post’ system to elect MPs to the House of 
Commons. Should the ‘alternative vote’ system be used instead?” 
 
Vote ‘yes’ if you think alternative vote should be used. Vote ‘no’ if you think first past 
the post should be used. 
 
Victor removes the ballot paper and puts it back in his desk, smiling. 
 
That’s it! Thanks for your help Victor. 
 
Cutting back to the wide view, the signs have been replaced with the words 
‘aboutmyvote.co.uk’ 
 
For more information on voting, visit aboutmyvote.co.uk.  Thanks for watching. 
 
The slot spotlight clicks off, leaving the words ‘aboutmyvote.co.uk’ visible on a black 
screen, as ‘Polling stations open 7am-10pm’ fades in beneath. 
 
Victor’s eyes are left blinking in the darkness - he ‘humphs’, and we hear his footsteps 
as he walks out of frame. 
 
Approx 35secs (total: 4mins 50secs) 
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3. “But rather than voting to elect an MP, you’ll be get to practice by voting on 
YOUR FAVOURITE DANCING ANIMAL.”
“Ladies and Gentleman. It’s time. To face. The creature candidates.” 
A curtain raises to reveal four simply animated dancing animal animals 
(EG: Rabbit, squirrel, badger and bear). They wave before starting to dance in 
different styles..
VO: “Please pick a voting system to find out more.”
Two buttons appear.


2. “You’ll get to choose from two different ways to vote.” 
A non interactive ballot paper pops up into frame and question mark appears 
over the two options.
“First Past the Post or Alternative? Will you change the way we vote forever? 
On May 5th YOU decide.”


“Today, you’ll discover the difference between the two. “


4.  The four characters continue dancing in the background. 
VO:  “So what is First Past The Post voting? Well, it’s the way we vote for MPs 
at the moment. With First Past The Post you vote for a single candidate and 
you use a cross. So, take a good look at all of our hopefuls here before you 
make your choice.”


5. The four characters continue dancing in the background. 
VO:  “So what is First Past The Post voting? Well, it’s the way we vote for MPs 
at the moment. With First Past The Post you vote for a single candidate and 
you use a cross. So, take a good look at all of our hopefuls here before you 
  make your choice.”


VO:  “You voted for… “ Dramatic pause. “SQUIRREL.” 
The squirrel steps forward gives a thumbs up and a wave. 


VO:  “But lets see how the rest of the nation has voted.”


1. Dramatic music plays as spot lights sweep across a theatrical curtain and 
stage. 
Type appears on screen: Welcome to THE VOTE FACTOR
Peter Dickson Style VO: “Welcome THE VOTE FACTOR. 
On May 5th the Great British public will be asked to vote in a referendum 
which could change the way we will elect MPs to the House of Commons 
in the future.”
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VICTOR	THE	VOTE	COUNTER	


Interactivity	
The	film	will	be	primarily	hosted	on	YouTube	to	make	use	of	their	embedding	
framework	and	interactive	annotations.	


To	create	interactivity	we’ll	use	annotations	to	skip	through	the	timeline	of	one	
video,	split	into	chapters.		At	the	end	of	a	chapter,	the	user	is	asked	if	they	have	
understood,	and	given	the	option	of	skipping	back	to	the	start	of	that	chapter	by	
clicking	an	annotation	that	pops	up.		These	points	are	built	into	the	narrative,	so	
they	don’t	interrupt	the	flow	of	the	film	if	users	choose	not	to	interact.	


If	the	user	doesn’t	interact,	the	film	will	simply	keep	playing	through	into	the	
next	chapter	until	the	whole	film	has	been	played.		This	means	the	film	can	be	
viewed	on	mobile	(where	annotations	can’t	be	seen)	without	the	need	for	an	
alternative	version.	


The	timeline	can	also	have	constantly	visible	‘markers’	that	line	up	with	the	start	
of	chapters	in	the	film,	so	users	can	physically	drag	the	play‐head	to	the	start	
point	of	any	chapter	whenever	they	like,	should	they	choose	to.		


Reference	–	Boone	Oakley	
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Elo7WeIydh8	


Comment [c1]: Suggest both FPTP 
and AV have 5 candidates not 4 







Script	


INTRODUCTION	–	Chapter	1	
We	open	to	the	exterior	of	a	fantastic	abacus	shaped	building	as	a	keen,	eager	voice	
over	sets	the	scene.	


VO:	“Welcome	to	the	Ministry	of	Adding	Things	Up!		Now	‘why’	I	hear	you	call,	are	
we	here?	Because…(trying	to	be	booming	and	deep)	REFERENDUM	IS	COMING!”	
(Clearing	his	voice,	a	bit	embarrassed)	“Ahem.	It	might	sound	big,	but	it’s	really	
nothing	to	be	worried	about.	And	with	a	little	help	from	my	friends	here,	you’ll	
be	an	expert	in	no‐time.	Come	inside!”	


Wipe	to	the	Ministry’s	‘REFERENDUM	PRACTISE	BOOTH’.	A	queue	of	very	simply	
drawn	characters	are	trooping	behind	the	curtain	one	by	one,	and	emerging	again	
to	drop	a	ballot	slip	down	a	chute.	One	in,	one	out,	like	a	production	line.	


VO:	“So,	what	is	this	referendum	about	anyhow?	It’s	simple,	really!	On	May	5th,	
you’ll	be	asked	to	vote	on	the	way	you	vote	in	elections,	by	choosing	between	
either	the	current	system	or	a	different	one.		Let’s	find	out	what	they	are,	shall	
we?”	


With	the	sound	of	a	penny	whistle,	we	follow	one	of	the	ballots	through	the	chute	as	
it	slides	and	loops	through	pipes,	finally	dropping	onto	the	desk	of	a	small,	busy	
man	sat	in	a	large	room.	He’s	eagerly	sorting	the	falling	papers	into	piles.	


VO:	“Everyone,	meet	Victor!		(he	waves)	Victor	is	our	most	important	counter	
here	at	the	ministry.		He’s	the	man	in	charge	of	counting	every	vote	in	our	
elections,	and	he’s	very,	very	good	at	it.	Whaddaya	say	Vic,	are	you	ready	to	help	
explain	the	two	voting	systems?”	
		
Victor	nods	enthusiastically,	picks	up	his	piles	of	votes	in	either	arm	and	wobbles	
precariously	across	the	room	with	the	nervous	skill	of	a	novice	tight‐rope	walker.	


VO:	“OK!	So,	there	are	two	systems.		The	first	is	called	‘First	Past	The	Post’”	


Victor	drops	one	of	his	piles	of	paper	onto	a	switch	on	the	floor,	lighting	up	a	big	
‘FIRST	PAST	THE	POST’	flashing	sign	–	nearly	losing	the	other	pile	in	the	process.	


VO:	“And	the	other	is	called	‘Alternative	Voting’.”	(Victor	drops	the	other	pile,	
lighting	another	sign	with	ALTERNATIVE	VOTE	on	it).	“Which	shall	we	start	with	
first?	Click	to	make	a	choice.”	


INTERACTION	POINT	–	The	two	signs	are	highlighted	by	annotation	frames.	
Clicking	‘First	Past	the	Post’	advances	the	timeline	immediately	to	FPTP.	
Clicking	‘Alternative	Vote’	advances	the	timeline	to	AV.	
No	interaction	after	a	few	seconds	plays	the	next	chapter,	which	is	FPTP.	
 


Comment [c2]: Don’t want to imply 
people are worried 


Comment [c3]: Need to clarify this as 
it’s only for UK Parliamentary elections 
(not all) in the booklet we say elections 
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get away with saying UK general 
elections, elections for the UK 
Parliament 







 
FPTP	–	Chapter	2	
Victor	looks	up	at	the	‘First	Past	the	Post’	sign	and	nods,	walking	off	screen	to	the	
left.	


We	now	see	a	corner	of	the	room	with	‘FIRST	PAST	THE	POST’	painted	on	the	wall,	
and	four	empty	trays	on	the	floor	against	it.		There	is	a	big	heap	of	ballot	papers.	
Victor	trips	over	a	stray	potplant	and	falls	headfirst	into	the	pile,	disappearing.	


VO:	“OK!	This	system	is	called	‘First	past	the	post’.		First	past	the	post	is	the	
voting	system	we	currently	use	in	the	UK,	so	if	you’ve	voted	before	in	a	UK	
election,	you’ll	probably	recognise	it.		Here’s	how	it	works.”	


Victor	resurfaces,	flustered,	clutching	a	ballot	slip.		We	cut	to	Victor’s	view,	so	the	
ballot	slip	fills	the	screen.		There	is	a	list	of	fictional	names,	and	one	is	marked	with	
a	black	X.	


VO:	“With	first	past	the	post,	everyone	is	allowed	to	vote	for	one	candidate	from	
the	selection	by	marking	them	with	an	X.	(Victor’s	finger	points	to	the	X)	That	
vote	is	then	posted	into	the	ballot	box,	combined	with	all	the	others,	and	
counted.”	


Cutting	back	to	the	room,	we	see	Victor	clambering	hopelessly	out	of	the	pile.	
Standing	up,	clutching	a	batch	of	papers,	Victor	starts	his	count.	His	tongue	is	stuck	
out	in	concentration.	


VO:	“Time	to	get	to	work	then	Victor!		The	ballots	are	sorted	by	hand	according	
to	who	voted	for	who,	and	understandably,	that	takes	a	while.	Let’s	leave	him	to	
it.”	


With	a	ping,	the	room	transforms.	A	beam	of	daylight	instead	pours	through	a	
window.	The	heap	is	cleared,	and	four	towering	piles	of	ballots	against	the	wall.		
Victor	is	still	standing	where	he	was,	but	is	now	sleeping	on	his	feet	with	a	small	
beard.	One	pile	is	clearly	taller	than	the	others.	


VO:	“Amazing	job	Victor!	(He	wakes	with	a	start)	You	never	fail	to	impress.	Now	
all	the	votes	have	been	counted,	and	the	winner	is	the	candidate	with	the	most	
votes.”	


Victor	shakes	off	his	scruffy	tiredness,	returning	to	normal,	and	studiously	
measures	the	four	piles	with	a	tape	measure.		Finding	the	tallest,	he	produces	a	
rosette	and	slaps	it	on.		It	falls	off.		He	flushes,	and	puts	it	back	on	again,	firmer.	
Content,	he	walks	off	screen	to	the	right.	


VO:	“And	that’s	that!”	


Victor	has	walked	back	to	the	part	of	the	room	from	the	introduction,	standing	
again	in	front	of	the	two	signs	from	earlier.	There’s	now	also	an	‘I’m	done’	sign	in	
the	middle.	


VO:	“Great.	So,	did	you	understand	First	Past	the	post?	
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Victor	nods	very	enthusiastically,	a	bit	like	the	kid	you	went	to	school	with	who	
always	put	his	hand	up	at	every	single	question	asked.	


VO:	“No,	not	you	Victor	–	our	voter!		If	you’re	still	not	sure	about	first	past	the	
post,	just	click	the	sign	and	we’ll	explain	it	again.	Otherwise,	choose	if	you’d	like	
us	to	explain	‘Alternative	Vote’,	or,	if	you’re	finished,	click	‘I’m	done’.	


INTERACTION	POINT	–	The	three	signs	are	highlighted	by	annotation	frames.	
Clicking	‘First	Past	the	Post’	rewinds	the	timeline	to	the	beginning	of	FPTP.	
Clicking	‘Alternative	Vote’	advances	the	timeline	to	AV.	
Clicking	‘I’m	Done’	advances	the	timeline	to	Endframe.	
No	interaction	after	a	few	seconds	plays	the	next	chapter,	which	is	AV.	


IF	THE	USER	DOESN’T	INTERACT:	


Victor	will	stand	twiddling	his	thumbs	while	he	waits	for	the	user	to	pick	a	choice.		
If,	after	4‐5	seconds	no	choice	has	been	made,	we	move	into	AV	with	this	transition:	


VO:	“…I’ll	assume	you’ve	been	stunned	into	silence	by	the	sheer	brilliance	of	our	
example.	I	should	teach.	Moving	on	to	Alternative	Vote	then!”	
 







 
AV	–	Chapter	3	
Victor	looks	up	at	the	‘Alternative	Vote’	sign	and	nods,	walking	off	screen	to	the	
right.	


We	now	see	a	corner	of	the	room	with	‘ALTERNATIVE	VOTE’	and	a	line	marked	
‘50%	of	number	1	votes’	painted	on	the	wall,	and	four	empty	trays	on	the	floor	
against	it.		There	is	a	cargo	net	stuffed	full	of	ballot	papers	swinging	from	the	
ceiling.	Victor	walks	to	a	lever	underneath	it	and	pulls	it.		After	a	pause	and	a	creak,	
it	falls	unexpectedly	straight	down	on	top	of	him	with	a	dull	thud.	


VO:	“Right	then.	This	is	the	‘Alternative	Vote’	system.		It’s	different	to	the	one	we	
currently	use	in	the	UK,	so	don’t	worry	if	it	doesn’t	sound	familiar.	Here’s	how	it	
works.”	


Victor	crawls	out	from	underneath	the	pile,	and	blows	a	vote	slip	off	of	his	head.		He	
catches	it	in	his	hand,	and	we	cut	to	his	view	so	the	ballot	slip	fills	the	screen.	The	
same	list	is	visible,	but	now	we	see	numbers	1‐4	written	in	the	boxes	instead	of	a	
single	X.	


VO:	“With	alternative	voting,	everyone	is	allowed	to	vote	for	as	many	candidates	
as	they	like,	by	order	of	preference.		This	is	done	by	marking	a	favourite	‐	
number	1	‐candidate	first	(Victor’s	finger	points	to	the	1),	followed	by	a	number	
2	candidate	(the	2),	a	number	3	(3)	and	so	on.	Once	finished,	that	ballot	paper	is	
then	posted	into	the	ballot	box,	combined	with	all	the	others,	and	counted.”	


Cutting	back	to	the	room,	Victor	scoops	a	huge	armful	of	ballots	from	the	floor	and	
staggers	across	the	room	to	his	desk,	barely	visible.	He	tries	to	sit	down,	but	can’t	
get	close	to	the	desk	–	thumping	into	it	over	and	over	like	a	moth	to	a	flame.	


VO:	“Best	start	that	count	then	Victor!		The	ballots	are	sorted	by	hand	according	
to	everyone’s	first	choices.	There’s	a	fair	bit	to	do,	so	we’ll	come	back	later,	OK	
Vic?”	


A	tiny	arm	emerges	from	the	behind	the	pile	with	a	wobbly	thumbs	up,	before	
Victor	falls	over	completely.	The	votes	he	was	carrying	land	neatly	on	his	desktop.	


A	black	frame	cuts	in.	It	reads	’43	HOURS	LATER’	and	we	hear	a	ticking	clock.	


Jumping	back	to	the	room,	the	floor	and	desk	are	clear	and	four	neat	towering	piles	
have	appeared	against	the	wall.	Two	of	the	piles	are	equally	tall.	Standing	in	front	
of	one	of	them	is	a	wide‐eyed	Victor,	one	eyelid	slightly	twitching.	Around	his	feet	
are	around	20	empty	coffee	cups	and	his	shirt	is	on	backwards.	


VO:	“Incredible	work	as	always	Victor.	(He	jumps	a	lot,	startled	by	the	sudden	
noise)	So,	if	one	candidate	receives	50%	of	the	number	1	votes,	they	win.	Looking	
at	the	line	on	the	wall,	we	can	see	noone	has	yet	–	so	we	have	to	start	the	second	
round	of	the	count.”	
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Victor	looks	up	and	surveys	the	line,	blinking	a	few	times.	After	a	laboured	pause,	
he	walks	to	the	smallest	pile	and	starts	trying	to	pick	it	up.	He	strains,	but	the	pile	
goes	no‐where.		


VO:	“In	the	second	round,	the	candidate	with	the	fewest	votes	is	removed	from	
the	contest.	We	then	look	at	all	of	the	ballot	papers	from	the	removed	candidate	
–	if	a	paper	shows	a	number	2	vote	for	a	remaining	candidate,	it	is	added	to	that	
candidate’s	pile.		If	it	doesn’t,	it	is	no	longer	used.”	


We	go	to	a	graphic	showing	two	ballot	papers:	
One	is	marked	with	just	a	Number	1	vote	–	for	the	removed	candidate;		
the	other	is	marked	with	a	Number	1	–	for	the	removed	candidate	‐		a	number	2,	
and	a	number	3	vote.		
The	one	with	just	the	number	1	vote	has	a	cross	through	it.	‘No	longer	used’		
The	other	has	a	tick.	‘Reallocate’.	


The	graphic	disappears	and	we	see	Vic	still	struggling.	


VO:	“In	your	own	time,	Vic.”	
The	scene	suddenly	jumps	again,	and	Victor	is	sat	in	the	middle	of	the	room	on	a	
chair	with	a	newspaper.	The	pile	he	was	trying	to	lift	has	disappeared,	leaving	a	
dusty	square	on	the	floor,	and	the	other	towers	have	all	grown.	But	none	of	them	
are	yet	past	the	line	on	the	wall,	which	has	been	amended	slightly	with	one	word	
scribbled	out	and	replaced	with	another:	“50%	of	the	number	1	remaining	votes”	


VO:	“Oh!	Have	you	redistributed	all	the	votes?		


Victor	gestures	towards	the	piles,	pointing	with	his	newspaper.		A	section	at	the	top	
of	the	piles	is	highlighted	when	he	points,	revealing	where	the	redistributed	votes	
have	ended	up.	


VO:		Great	job.	So,	as	we’ve	removed	some	of	the	ballot	papers,	we’re	now	
looking	to	see	if	any	of	our	candidates	have	more	than	half	of	the	remaining	
votes.	You’ll	notice	we’ve	lowered	the	finishing	line	to	reflect	this.	And	–	well,	you	
know	already,	Victor		–	none	of	them	has	enough	votes	quite	yet.	So,	once	again,	
we	remove	the	candidate	with	the	fewest	votes	and	we	look	at	those	papers	to	
see	if	any	of	the	remaining	candidates	are	ranked.	If	so,	the	paper	is	moved	to	the	
candidate	with	the	highest	ranking.	If	not,	the	paper	is	removed.	Redistribute	
away,	please	Vic.”	


The	scene	jumps	again.	There	are	now	two	dusty	squares	where	the	two	previous	
piles	had	been.	We	can	see	Victor	slumped	against	one	of	the	two	remaining	piles.	
The	redistributed	votes	are	still	highlighted	and	now	visibly	taller.	The	line	on	the	
wall	has	dropped	again,	and	one	pile	goes	past	it.	


VO:		“Fantastic.	We	have	a	winner!		With	the	votes	redistributed,	one	candidate	
has	more	than	half	of	the	remaining	votes	cast.”	


Victor	strides	over	to	the	winning	pile	and	pins	on	the	rosette,	before	walking	off	
screen	to	the	left.	
VO:	“Bingo!”	


Comment [c8]: May be worth 
showing the redistributed ballots in a 
different colour or something – like in 
the booklet. Make sure party colours 
are avaoided. 







Cutting	back,	Victor	is	again	in	the	middle	of	the	room	from	the	introduction,	
standing	in	front	of	the	two	signs	from	earlier.	The	‘I’m	done’	sign	is	again	in	the	
middle.	


VO:	“Of	course,	this	is	just	one	example.	If	there	had	been	more	candidates,	the	
count	could	have	gone	on	longer.	But,	fortunately	for	Vic,	there	were	just	four	
candidates	this	time.		So,	that’s	about	it.	Did	you	understand	the	‘Alternative	
Vote’?	


Victor	looks	hopefully	straight	down	the	camera,	with	his	fingers	crossed.	


VO:	“If	you’re	still	not	sure,	just	click	the	‘Alternative	Vote’	sign	and	we’ll	explain	
it	again.	Otherwise,	choose	if	you’d	like	us	to	explain	‘First	Past	the	Post,	or,	if	
you’re	finished,	click	‘I’m	done’.”	


INTERACTION	POINT	–	The	three	signs	are	highlighted	by	annotation	frames.	
Clicking	‘First	Past	the	Post’	rewinds	the	timeline	to	the	beginning	of	FPTP.	
Clicking	‘Alternative	Vote’	advances	the	timeline	to	AV.	
Clicking	‘I’m	Done’	advances	the	timeline	to	Endframe.	
No	interaction	after	a	few	seconds	plays	the	next	chapter,	which	is	Endframe.	


IF	THE	USER	DOESN’T	INTERACT:	


Victor	will	stand	twiddling	his	thumbs	while	he	waits	for	the	user	to	pick	a	choice.		
If,	after	4‐5	seconds	no	choice	has	been	made,	we	move	into	Endframe	with	this	
transition:	


VO:	“…You’re	a	quiet	one	Let’s	finish	off	then.”	
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Endframe	–	Chapter	4	


Victor	wipes	his	brow	and	breathes	a	sigh	of	relief.		
VO:	That’s	us	all	done	then!		Thanks	for	visiting	the	Ministry	of	Adding	Things	Up	
today.	We	hope	you	enjoyed	your	stay.		


VO:	“On	May	5th,	you’ll	be	able	to	vote	on	the	way	your	vote	is	counted	in	the	UK	
referendum.	I	hope	we’ve	helped	you	decide	which	to	go	for!“	


A	banner	unfurls	from	the	ceiling,	covering	the	signs	that	were	there	before	with:	
“To	learn	more	or	register	to	vote	on	May	5th,	visit	aboutmyvote.co.uk”	


VO:	“If	you’ve	got	any	more	questions,	visit	aboutmyvote.co.uk.		See	you	soon!”	


Victor	waves,	and	the	film	fades	to	a	close,	leaving	the	URL	and	referendum	dates	
as	text	on	screen.	
 













The elongated flexible head gives a greater range of 
movement to the character. 







A bendy head allows us to exaggerate when he’s looking up 
at tall piles of votes or doing something that’s otherwise 
mundane







It makes the character seem more enthusiastic and dynamic 
when he’s dashing around with votes.







It also makes sense of his arms being able to stretch to reach 
votes etc. 







A bendy head is more unusual, amusing and surprising than 
a normal head and it’s therefore more engaging







It’s makes him stylistically quirky without being kiddy. Experiments with a fatter 
head started to make him look like a children’s character. 
The simpler the shape, the more we can animate in the time we have.








Victor	the	Vote	Counter	
VO	SCRIPT	(v12	11‐03‐11	TL)	
	
1.	INTRO	
	
Open	to	a	close	up	of	a	calendar.	The	box	for	‘5	Mai’	fills	the	screen.	It’s	ringed	in	red	
pen,	and	‘REFERENDUM’	is	written	inside	the	calendar	space.	
	
Ar	ddydd	Iau	y	pumed	o	Fai	2011,	bydd	refferendwm	ar	y	system	bleidleisio	rydych	
yn	ei	defnyddio	i	ethol	Aelodau	Seneddol	i	Dŷ’r	Cyffredin.	
	
The	camera	starts	to	slowly	pull	back,	revealing	more	dates	on	the	calendar.	We	see	
that	we’re	looking	at	a	wall	calendar	on	an	office	wall.	
	
Mae	dwy	system	bleidleisio	i	chi	ddewis	rhyngddynt:	y	system	bresennol	ac	un	
wahanol.	I	egluro'r	ddwy,	dyma	Victor.	
	
Pulling	fully	back,	Victor	and	his	office	are	revealed.	He’s	sat	at	his	desk,	lit	by	a	cone	of	
light.	It’s	quite	dark	behind	him.	
	
Victor	sy'n	gyfrifol	am	gyfrif	pob	pleidlais	yn	ein	hetholiadau,	ac	mae'n	golygu	ei	fod	
yn	[dipyn	o]	arbenigwr	[yn	y	maes].			
	
Wyt	ti'n	barod	i	egluro	Victor?	
	
He	nods.		As	the	VO	explains	the	choices,	signs	illuminate	in	the	darkness	behind	his	
desk.	
	
Gwych.		
Felly,	mae	dwy	system	i	ddewis	rhyngddynt:	'Y	cyntaf	i'r	felin'	a	'Pleidlais	amgen'.		
	
Beth	am	ddechrau	arni?	
	
I	ddewis	pa	un	yr	hoffech	gael	gwybod	amdani'n	gyntaf,	cliciwch	ar	fotwm	isod.	
	
Approx	40	secs	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	







2a.	FPTP		
	
Victor	stands	up	and	walks	left.	We’re	now	in	a	new	part	of	the	room.	The	words	‘First	
past	the	post’	are	against	the	wall,	and	a	huge	heap	of	papers	sits	in	a	mound	on	the	
floor.	Victor	expertly	dives	in,	headfirst.	
	
System	'y	cyntaf	i'r	felin'	yw'r	system	rydyn	ni'n	ei	defnyddio	ar	hyn	o	bryd	yn	
etholiadau	cyffredinol	y	Deyrnas	Unedig;	dyma	sut	mae'n	gweithio.	
	
Victor	emerges	clutching	a	vote	slip.		We	cut	to	see	it	full	screen.		There	is	a	list	of	
candidates,	A	through	D.		Candidate	B	is	marked	with	a	cross.	
	
Gyda	system	'y	cyntaf	i'r	felin',	rydych	yn	pleidleisio	am	un	ymgeisydd.	Rydych	yn	
gwneud	hyn	drwy	roi	croes	ym	mlwch	yr	unigolyn	rydych	am	bleidleisio	amdano.	
	
We	cut	back	to	the	room.		Victor	is	busily	counting	votes	from	the	pile,	his	tongue	
poked	out	in	concentration.		
	
Yna	rhoddir	y	pleidleisiau	ar	gyfer	pob	ymgeisydd	mewn	pentwr	a'u	cyfrif.		
	
We	flash	forward.	The	votes	are	now	all	counted	in	four	tall	piles	against	the	wall.		
Candidate	A’s	pile	is	tallest.	
	
Ar	ôl	gorffen	cyfrif,	mae'r	ymgeisydd	â'r	nifer	fwyaf	o	bleidleisiau	yn	ennill.	
	
Victor	extends	a	tape	measure	and	verifies	Candidate	A,	nodding.	
	
Does	dim	angen	i	ymgeisydd	gael	nifer	ofynnol	o	bleidleisiau	‐	dim	ond	mwy	o	
bleidleisiau	nag	unrhyw	ymgeisydd	arall	sydd	ei	angen	arno	i	ennill.	
	
He	pins	a	rosette	on	candidate	A’s	pile,	and	walks	right	to	return	to	his	desk.	
	
Diolch	Victor!		
	
Victor	is	back	behind	his	desk.	The	two	signs	–	‘FPTP’	and	‘AV’	‐	are	illuminated	behind	
him.	
	
Cliciwch	ar	fotwm	isod	i	ddewis	beth	i'w	ddysgu	nesaf.	
	
Approx	55secs	(total	1min	35secs)	







2b.	AV			
	
Victor	stands	up	and	walks	right.	We’re	now	in	a	new	part	of	the	room.	The	words	
‘Alternative	Vote’	are	marked	on	the	wall,	and	a	heap	of	votes	swing	from	the	ceiling	in	
a	cargo	net.	
	
Mae'r	system	'Pleidlais	amgen'	yn	wahanol	i'r	ffordd	rydyn	ni'n	pleidleisio	yn	
etholiadau	cyffredinol	y	Deyrnas	Unedig	ar	hyn	o	bryd;	dyma	sut	mae'n	gweithio.	
	
Victor	releases	the	votes	on	to	the	floor,	accidentally	burying	himself.	He	pops	up,	
clutching	a	slip,	and	we	cut	to	see	it	full	screen.	Again	we	see	a	list	of	candidates,	A	
through	D,	but	they	are	now	marked	with	numbers.	B	is	1,	A	is	2,	C	is	3	and	D	is	4.	
	
Yn	y	system	hon,	rydych	chi'n	defnyddio	rhifau	i	restru'ch	hoff	ymgeiswyr.	Rydych	
chi'n	rhoi	un	ger	eich	dewis	cyntaf,	dau	ger	eich	ail	ddewis,	tri	ger	eich	trydydd	
dewis	ac	yn	y	blaen.	
	
Gallwch	ddewis	sawl	ymgeisydd	i'w	restru.		Does	dim	rhaid	i	chi	restru	pob	
ymgeisydd.	Cyn	belled	ag	eich	bod	yn	dewis	o	leiaf	un,	caiff	eich	pleidlais	ei	chyfrif.	
	
We	cut	back	to	the	room.	Victor	is	busily	counting	the	vote	slips	around	him	into	tidy	
piles.	
	
Yna	rhoddir	y	pleidleisiau	rhif	un	ar	gyfer	pob	ymgeisydd	mewn	pentwr	a'u	cyfrif.		
I	ffwrdd	â	ti	Victor!	
	
Flash	forward.		All	of	the	votes	are	now	counted	into	four	tall	piles	against	the	wall.	
Candidates	A	&	B	are	joint	tallest.	
	
Ar	ôl	gorffen	cyfrif,	os	oes	ymgeisydd	wedi	cael	mwy	na	hanner	y	pleidleisiau	rhif	
un,	yr	ymgeisydd	hwnnw	sy'n	ennill	a	does	dim	angen	cyfrif	y	gweddill.	
	
A	dashed	line	draws	across	the	wall.	It	is	labeled	‘Hanner	y	pleidleisiau	rhif	un’,	and	sits	
well	above	all	of	the	piles.	
	
Os	nad	oes	unrhyw	ymgeisydd	wedi	cael	mwy	na	hanner	y	pleidleisiau	rhif	un,	
mae'n	golygu	y	bydd	o	leiaf	un	rownd	arall	o	gyfrif.		Felly,	am	nad	oes	gan	unrhyw	un	
ddigon	o	bleidleisiau,	gall	Victor	ddechrau	ar	yr	ail	rownd.	
	
Victor	walks	over	and	attempts	to	lift	the	smallest	pile	of	votes	–	candidate	D.		
	
Caiff	yr	ymgeisydd	â'r	nifer	leiaf	o	bleidleisiau	rhif	un	ei	dynnu	o'r	gystadleuaeth	‐	yn	
yr	achos	hwn,	Ymgeisydd	Ch.	
	
With	a	good	heave,	he	lifts	the	whole	pile	and	puts	it	down	at	the	edge	of	the	screen.	
	







Yna	edrychir	ar	bob	papur	pleidleisio	ym	mhentwr	Ymgeisydd	Ch	eto.	
	
Two	ballot	papers	slide	in	front	of	the	screen,	one	in	each	of	Victor’s	hands.	The	
number	1	vote	on	both	(both	for	candidate	D)	is	crossed	out.	One	has	a	number	2	(B)	
and	number	3	vote	(A)	on	it.	The	other	has	no	other	votes.	
	
Os	bydd	y	papur	pleidleisio	yn	dangos	pleidlais	rhif	dau	ar	gyfer	ymgeisydd	arall,	
caiff	ei	ychwanegu	at	bentwr	yr	ymgeisydd	hwnnw.	Mae'r	papur	pleidleisio	hwn	yn	
dangos	pleidlais	rhif	un	ar	gyfer	Ymgeisydd	Ch,	a	phleidlais	rhif	dau	ar	gyfer	
Ymgeisydd	B,	felly	caiff	ei	symud	i	bentwr	Ymgeisydd	B.	
	
The	number	2	vote	for	Candidate	B	is	circled.	
	
Os	nad	yw	papur	pleidleisio	yn	dangos	pleidlais	rhif	dau,	ni	chaiff	ei	ddefnyddio	
mwyach.	
	
The	paper	with	no	more	votes	on	it	is	striked	through.	Victor’s	hand	then	lowers	the	
removed	ballot	paper	from	the	frame.		
	
We	then	fade	back	to	the	room.		Candidate	D’s	pile	is	slightly	smaller	to	indicate	
removed	votes,	though	we	don’t	draw	attention	to	it.	Victor	jumps	into	fast‐forward,	
Candidate	D’s	pile	shrinks	and	the	three	remaining	piles	grow	as	Victor	zips	between	
them	in	a	blur.	As	each	pile	grows,	a	coloured	section	appears	on	top	of	the	existing	
votes,	showing	where	the	moved	votes	have	ended	up.		
	
The	line	on	the	wall	now	reads	‘Hanner	y	pleidleisiau	sy'n	weddill’.	
	
The	fast	forward	stops	as	Victor	is	reaching	up	on	his	tip‐toes	to	add	the	last	of	the	
redistributed	votes	to	candidate	A’s	pile.	A	&	B	are	no	longer	the	same	height,	and	A	
now	has	a	small	lead.	
	
Os	oes	ymgeisydd	wedi	cael	mwy	na	hanner	y	pleidleisiau	sy'n	weddill,	yr	
ymgeisydd	hwnnw	sydd	wedi	ennill.			
	
Ond	yn	yr	achos	hwn,	does	dal	ddim	unrhyw	ymgeisydd	sydd	â	mwy	na	hanner	y	
pleidleisiau	sy'n	weddill,	felly	mae	angen	rownd	arall	o	gyfrif.	
		
Once	more,	Victor	goes	to	lift	the	smallest	pile	(Candidate	C).		
	
Unwaith	eto,	caiff	yr	ymgeisydd	â'r	nifer	leiaf	o	bleidleisiau	ei	dynnu	o'r	
gystadleuaeth.	Ymgeisydd	C	y	tro	hwn.	
	
As	this	pile	is	taller	than	the	last	one	he	lifted,	his	knees	knock	and	he	strains	to	lift	it.	
Puffing	and	panting	with	wobbly	legs,	he	carries	it	to	the	edge	of	the	screen	and	puts	it	
down.	
	







Edrychir	ar	bob	papur	pleidleisio	ym	mhentwr	C	eto	i	weld	a	oes	unrhyw	un	o'r	
ymgeiswyr	sy'n	weddill	wedi'u	rhestru.		
	
Like	before,	two	ballot	papers	slide	in	front	of	the	screen,	one	in	each	of	Victor’s	hands.	
Both	have	their	number	1	and	number	2	votes	crossed	out	(C&D).		On	the	left,	the	
ballot	paper	is	ranked	D,	C,	B,	then	A.	On	the	right,	the	paper	is	ranked	C,	A	then	D.		
	
Os	felly,	symudir	y	papur	pleidleisio	i	bentwr	yr	ymgeisydd	sydd	â'r	radd	uchaf	ar	y	
papur	pleidleisio.	
	
On	the	left,	the	number	3	vote	for	Candidate	B	is	circled.	On	the	right,	the	number	2	
vote	for	Candidate	A	is	circled.	
	
Os	nad	oes	unrhyw	un	o'r	ymgeiswyr	sy'n	weddill	wedi'u	rhestru,	ni	chaiff	y	papur	
pleidleisio	ei	ddefnyddio	mwyach.	
	
We	then	fade	back	to	the	room	again.	.		Victor	jumps	into	fast‐forward	again.	
Candidate	C’s	pile	shrinks	and	the	two	remaining	piles	grow	as	Victor	zips	between	
them	in	a	blur.	As	each	pile	grows,	another	coloured	section	appears	on	top	of	the	
existing	votes,	showing	where	the	moved	votes	have	ended	up.		
	
The	fast‐forward	stops	and	Victor	is	now	on	a	ladder,	reaching	to	put	the	last	of	the	
redistributed	votes	on	top	of	the	Candidate	A’s	pile.	It	has	broken	the	line	on	the	wall.	
	
Enillydd!	Mae	gan	Ymgeisydd	A	bellach	dros	hanner	y	pleidleisiau	sy'n	weddill.		
	
Victor	pins	a	rosette	on	Candidate	A’s	pile.	
	
Dim	ond	un	enghraifft	yw	hon.	Os	oes	mwy	o	ymgeiswyr,	gellir	ailadrodd	y	broses	
hon	nes	bod	gan	un	ymgeisydd	dros	hanner	y	pleidleisiau	sy'n	weddill.		
	
He	slides	down	his	ladder	like	a	pro,	and	walks	off	screen	to	the	left.	
	
Diolch	Victor!	
	
Back	behind	his	desk,	Victor	nods.		The	two	signs	are	illuminated	behind	him.	
	
Cliciwch	ar	fotwm	isod	i	ddewis	beth	i'w	ddysgu	nesaf.	
	
Approx	2min	40secs	(total:	4min	15secs)	







3.	END	
	
Cropping	in	closer	to	Victor	behind	his	desk,	we	can	no	longer	see	the	signs	in	the	
background.	He	wipes	his	brow	and	‘phews’.	
	
Felly,	nawr	ein	bod	wedi	egluro'r	system	bleidleisio,	beth	fydd	yn	digwydd	pan	ewch	
i	bleidleisio	ar	y	pumed	o	Fai?	
	
Victor	produces	the	referendum	ballot	paper	from	his	desk,	and	holds	it	forward	so	it	
fills	the	screen.	The	‘Ie'	and	'Na'boxes	are	clearly	visible..	
	
Byddwch	yn	cael	papur	pleidleisio	gyda'r	cwestiwn	hwn:	
	
“Ar	hyn	o	bryd,	mae'r	DU	yn	defnyddio	system	'y	cyntaf	i'r	felin'	i	ethol	ASau	i	Dŷ'r	
Cyffredin.	A	ddylid	defnyddio'r	system	'pleidlais	amgen'	yn	lle	hynny?”	
	
Pleidleisiwch	'ie'	os	credwch	y	dylid	defnyddio'r	bleidlais	amgen.	Pleidleisiwch	'na'	
os	credwch	y	dylid	defnyddio	system	y	cyntaf	i'r	felin.	
	
Victor	removes	the	ballot	paper	and	puts	it	back	in	his	desk,	smiling.	
	
Dyna	ni!	Diolch	am	dy	help	Victor.	
	
Cutting	back	to	the	wide	view,	the	signs	have	been	replaced	with	the	words	
‘fymhleidlaisi.co.uk’	
	
I	gael	rhagor	o	wybodaeth	am	bleidleisio,	ewch	i	fymhleidlaisi.co.uk.		Diolch	am	
wylio.	
	
The	slot	spotlight	clicks	off,	leaving	the	words	‘fymhleidlaisi.co..uk’	visible	on	a	black	
screen,	as	‘Gorsaf	Bleidleisio	ar	agor	7am‐10pm’	fades	in	beneath.	
	
Victor’s	eyes	are	left	blinking	in	the	darkness	‐	he	‘humphs’,	and	we	hear	his	footsteps	
as	he	walks	out	of	frame.	
	
Approx	35secs	(total:	4mins	50secs)	
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Electoral Commission  
Spring 2011 Elections and Referendums  
 
Victor the Vote counter – UPDATE on how the content will be hosted on aboutmyvote.co.uk  
 


SUMMARY OF COST OPTIONS FOR CONTENT ON AMV.CO.UK, MOBILE AND YOUTUBE 
 


OPTION 1 
 
1) HTML buttons on AMV.co.uk 
pulling in Video A from Youtube. 
 
2) Linear version, Video B (without 
interactivity) for use on AMV.co.uk 
MOBILE.  
Video B would also be the main 
sharable Youtube video 
 


IMPLICATIONS:
 
‐ 
 
 
 
 
2) Sharable video on Youtube 
would be purely linear and not 
feature any interactivity to 
navigate between chapters. 


COST:
 
 
 
£39,084.00  
Includes 
£100 
required for 
COI Welsh 
guide VO. 
(Inc. VAT) 


TIMINGS  
(inc. RedWeb time) 
 
 
Deliver test files to 
RedWeb: 23rd March 
 
Go Live of HTML and 
Linear: 1st April 


OPTION 2 
 
1) HTML buttons on AMV.co.uk 
pulling in Video A from Youtube. 
 
2) Linear version, Video B (without 
interactivity) for use on AMV.co.uk 
MOBILE.  
 
3) Annotated version, Video C to 
be hosted purely on Youtube and 
features  


 
‐ 
 
 
2) Video B will be hidden from 
Youtube Search functionality. 
 
 
3) Annotated version, if shared 
on other websites or user’s 
blogs, would result in users 
being directed to the Youtube 
page upon clicking on the 
annotation rather than staying 
on the site they’d been viewing. 


 
 
 
 
 


£41,048.40 
(Inc. VAT) 


 
 
 
 
 
 


Deliver test files to 
RedWeb: 23rd March 
 
Go Live of HTML and 
Linear: 1st April 
 
Go Live of annotated 
Youtube: 6th April 


 
GLUE RECCOMENDATION 
 
Our recommendation would be Option 1; using the HTML buttons to pull in Video A from Youtube and using the 
Linear, non interactive video as the version to run on mobile and on Youtube.  
 
We feel that without its own seeding/amplification, the additional Youtube film with annotations wouldn’t get so 
much visibility and even if we are prompting users to use an embed code for their own/blogs and websites the user 
will be ultimately directed out of the page they were viewing and onto the Youtube channel.  
 
Finally, users familiar with the functionality of Youtube and are accustomed to using the scrolling bar to replay 
content. 
 
 







SUMMARY OF THE HTML + YOUTUBE SOLUTION FOR AMV.CO.UK 
 
User clicks on Aboutmyvote.co.uk: 


‐ Upon arrival at the specific page that will be hosting the Victor content, the user will see ONE linear Victor the 
Vote Counter clip that will have been embedded from Youtube. 


‐ HTML buttons underneath this clip will allows users to skip to the relevant sections (Find out about FPTP, Find 
out about AV, Find out about May 5th referendum) 


‐ Upon clicking one of these buttons, the same film will re‐load at a specific time stamp point that is relevant to 
that chapter. This has been tested by glue Isobar on 07.03.11 and negates the need to upload multiple videos 
onto Youtube.  


‐ User has the option of loading the page on AMV.co.uk in Welsh, which will subsequently load the Welsh 
video and Welsh HTML buttons. 


‐ Whether viewing English or Welsh, the user can hit the CC button on the Youtube player to bring up the 
closed captioning.  
 


IF THE USER ARRIVES AT THE PAGE VIA MOBILE: The user will not be able to skip to chaptered content on the mobile, 
but the HTML buttons will not be present to confuse the user into thinking that they are required to watch a different 
clip. In order to achieve this, we have confirmed with RedWeb on 07.03.11 that we’ll supply HTML, Javascript and CSS 
code for the page that detects when a user is browsing with a mobile handset.  
 
Will the content play automatically on the page? 
This is a decision for EC/Red Web to confirm. It is possible to have the video auto playing but it is also possible to get 
the user to click to play.  
 
How will the content be shared? 
After speaking with RebWeb, we have confirmation that they are able to implement a ‘Share to Facebook’ widget on 
the AMV.co.uk page with the content but they require confirmation from EC on being able to do this. There are two 
ways in which the page would be shared: 
 


1) The user just copies and pastes the URL into their Facebook Feed: 
 
 
 
 


2) The user clicks on the Facebook Share widget that would be implemented on the page by RedWeb. Here we 
have the option to personalise the description copy to accompany the link. Below is an example of how this 
was implemented with another client campaign: 







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Is there a way of ensuring the Youtube video doesn’t link to any other videos? 
When embedding a Youtube video we are able to disable related videos. Below the embed code, we need to uncheck 
the dialog box that says ‘Include related videos’. This amends the embed code to ensure related videos are omitted. 
 
PLEASE NOTE – This can only be activated when embedding into pages. We cannot prevent related videos 
appearing if a user views the linear film on Youtube. OR if a user embeds the video themselves we cannot control 
their un‐ticking of the ‘Include related videos’ box.  
 
Are glue happy to liaise with Redweb to ensure the designs work on AMV? 
Yes. WE have spoken with RedWeb on 07.03.11 and they have confirmed that our solution can be accommodated. 
For the testing period they’d require us to send through HTML buttons ahead of the final animation in order to test. 
 
Suggested process for EC to action with RedWeb 
 


1. EC to brief RedWeb on the need to include share functionality on the AMV.co.uk page that will host the 
Victor the Vote Counter content 


2. EC to request a screenshot/mock up of how the page will look WITH the share plug‐in, HTML placeholder 
buttons, sample Youtube video player and button for Welsh translation. Plus a screenshot of how the page 
will be viewed on a mobile (i.e. linear version with NO HTML buttons). 


3. EC to request RedWeb’s recommendation on how to share the embed code for the Linear version on Youtube 
(copy e.g. – ‘If you want to share this on your blog or website, please use this embed code) 


4. RebWed to share WIP visual with wider team for EC approval. 
5. EC to request RedWeb build a staging/test page using the placeholder HTML buttons and a sample Youtube 


video. This ensures all functionality work ahead of dropping the final HTML buttons and Youtube video in. 
 
 
What are the implications on costs and timings?  
There are no implications on costs. The developer resource required to create theYoutube annotations will be used to 
create the HTML buttons and test/QA with RedWeb. 
 
The solution does require extra QA and testing time from RedWeb but as mentioned above, if we can get them HTML 
buttons ahead of the final animation this will allow them to test all functionality ahead of dropping in the FINAL video. 
 
As you’ll see in the updated timing plan, we have allowed for 7 days for RedWeb to test. They have confirmed that 
only half a day would be required to upload the final asset and would need a placeholder/sample film to work with 
which will be fine.  
 







PROS of using Youtube  
‐ The Youtube functionality is a tried and tested player that our online audience are familiar with (especially 


the younger, more apathetic audience that consumer online content).  
‐ We also know that the Youtube player works across a variety of different browsers both for PC and Mac. As 


content is hosted on Youtube, this will prevent a high level of data being served on Aboutmyvote.co.uk in 
light of the traffic being directed at the website for 1st April 


‐ Accessibility within Youtube complies with basic government standards and allows for the Close Captioning 
functionality required.  


‐ The Youtube solution is achievable in our budget and timeframe where as a Flash build for instance would 
require further QA and testing for accessibility and compatibility on browser. 


  
CONS of using Youtube  


‐ 2 videos (Welsh version and English version) will be uploaded to the Youtube channel. However we can 
ensure these are removed from the Search directory (if preferred) and disable wall comments on all uploaded 
content.  


‐ Misuse of the Youtube content. Technically a user can use software to download Youtube footage to make 
their own clip. However this would also be possible for any solution (i.e. a screen capture of a flash unit could 
be made). We are unable to pre‐empt of counter any misuse of content and this is a risk that all advertisers of 
publishers of content face when using digital media.  
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Parliamentary voting systems referendum digital tool - 
sharing 
The Electoral Commission and COI have Commissioned Glue Isobar to 
create an interactive online tool to help people understand the difference 
between AV and First-past-the-post. The brief states that the tool should be 
sharable and that the number of times it is shared should be a key success 
measure. Both the agency and COI recommend that there should be no 
restrictions on who can share or embed the tool. Their arguments are below: 


1. Administrative burden of managing approvals 


The Campaigns Team at the Commission would be responsible for managing 
the system of approvals for who can embed/share the tool. As the tool will be 
supported by advertising which could therefore result in hundreds of 
thousands of users. Even a small percentage of these embedding/sharing the 
site would result in thousands of calls/email or other forms of contact through 
whatever approval system we have. 
 
In addition to this unmanageable volume of work, the Campaigns Team would 
not have access to any information other than that provided by the requester 
to validate who they are.  
 


2. Limiting the success of the tool 


 
 


3. Disclaimers are common practice 


 
 
 


4. Viewers can comment and link to the tool without 
embedding it  


 
In practice, there is very little difference between someone putting a link to our 
site where the tool is hosted and commenting on it, or having it embedded on 
their site and commenting on it. The tool will carry the Commission branding 
and it’s content will be based up on the booklet content which has been 
thoroughly tested to sure complete accuracy and impartiality.  
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7.  The squirrel drops back into the line and we see the four animals standing 
nervously as a bar graph next to each character grows to show how many 
votes they’ve received. As the graphs are in flux, the VO continues…


VO:  “With first past the post, the candidate with the most votes wins. They 
don’t need to get a minimum number of votes – they just need to get more 
than everyone else. And that means, on this occasion, the winner of  the
UK’s favourite dancing animal is…” 


8. We see the different graphs come to a standstill all at once. A dotted line 
indicates that Rabbit has the most votes.


VO:  “Rabbit! You received more votes than any of the other candidates. So 
you are the winner!”


9.  The Rabbit celebrates.


Bear, Squirrel and badger shake their head and look glum.


The bar graphs disappear and the animals return to their dancing loop.


10.  VO:  “Now you can start again using the alternative vote system.
Click the box to find out. 
Remember, on May 5th there is a referendum to decide the way that we vote. 
First Past the Post or Alternative vote? On May 5th YOU decide!.”


11.  The four characters continue dancing in the background as the voice over 
explains.
VO:  “So, what is the Alternative Vote system. Well, with Alternative vote, you 
get to rank candidates in order of preference.  Rather than using an single X, 
you put a number 1 next to your first choice, a 2 next to your second choice... 


12. “... and so on. You must choose at least one candidate.”
An interactive AV ballot paper pops up onscreen. 
VO:  “When you’re ready, please click the box of your first choice candidate.”


Clear
Selection








Victor	the	Vote	Counter	
LINEAR	VO	SCRIPT	(v12	11‐03‐11	TL)	
	
1.	INTRO	
	
Open	to	a	close	up	of	a	calendar.	The	box	for	‘	5	Mai’	fills	the	screen.	It’s	ringed	in	red	
pen,	and	‘REFERENDUM’	is	written	inside	the	calendar	space.	
	
Ar	ddydd	Iau	y	pumed	o	Fai	2011,	bydd	refferendwm	ar	y	system	bleidleisio	rydych	
yn	ei	defnyddio	i	ethol	Aelodau	Seneddol	i	Dŷ’r	Cyffredin.	
	
The	camera	starts	to	slowly	pull	back,	revealing	more	dates	on	the	calendar.	We	see	
that	we’re	looking	at	a	wall	calendar	on	an	office	wall.	
	
Mae	dwy	system	bleidleisio	i	chi	ddewis	rhyngddynt:	y	system	bresennol	ac	un	
wahanol.	I	egluro'r	ddwy,	dyma	Victor.	
	
Pulling	fully	back,	Victor	and	his	office	are	revealed.	He’s	sat	at	his	desk,	lit	by	a	cone	of	
light.	It’s	quite	dark	behind	him.	
	
Victor	sy'n	gyfrifol	am	gyfrif	pob	pleidlais	yn	ein	hetholiadau,	ac	mae’n	golygu	ei	fod	
yn	[dipyn	o]	arbenigwr	[yn	y	maes].			
	
Wyt	ti'n	barod	i	egluro	Victor?	
	
He	nods.		As	the	VO	explains	the	choices,	signs	illuminate	in	the	darkness	behind	his	
desk.	
	
Gwych.		
Felly,	mae	dwy	system	i	ddewis	rhyngddynt:	'Y	cyntaf	i'r	felin'	a	'Pleidlais	amgen'.		
	
Beth	am	ddechrau	arni?	
	
Approx	40	secs	







2a.	FPTP		
	
Victor	stands	up	and	walks	left.	We’re	now	in	a	new	part	of	the	room.	The	words	‘First	
past	the	post’	are	against	the	wall,	and	a	huge	heap	of	papers	sits	in	a	mound	on	the	
floor.	Victor	expertly	dives	in,	headfirst.	
	
System	'y	cyntaf	i'r	felin'	yw'r	system	rydyn	ni'n	ei	defnyddio	ar	hyn	o	bryd	yn	
etholiadau	cyffredinol	y	Deyrnas	Unedig;	dyma	sut	mae'n	gweithio.	
	
Victor	emerges	clutching	a	vote	slip.		We	cut	to	see	it	full	screen.		There	is	a	list	of	
candidates,	A	through	D.		Candidate	B	is	marked	with	a	cross.	
	
Gyda	system	'y	cyntaf	i'r	felin',	rydych	yn	pleidleisio	am	un	ymgeisydd.	Rydych	yn	
gwneud	hyn	drwy	roi	croes	ym	mlwch	yr	unigolyn	rydych	am	bleidleisio	amdano.	
	
We	cut	back	to	the	room.		Victor	is	busily	counting	votes	from	the	pile,	his	tongue	
poked	out	in	concentration.		
	
Yna	rhoddir	y	pleidleisiau	ar	gyfer	pob	ymgeisydd	mewn	pentwr	a'u	cyfrif.		
	
We	flash	forward.	The	votes	are	now	all	counted	in	four	tall	piles	against	the	wall.		
Candidate	A’s	pile	is	tallest.	
	
Ar	ôl	gorffen	cyfrif,	mae'r	ymgeisydd	â'r	nifer	fwyaf	o	bleidleisiau	yn	ennill.	
	
Victor	extends	a	tape	measure	and	verifies	Candidate	A,	nodding.	
	
Does	dim	angen	i	ymgeisydd	gael	nifer	ofynnol	o	bleidleisiau	‐	dim	ond	mwy	o	
bleidleisiau	nag	unrhyw	ymgeisydd	arall	sydd	ei	angen	arno	i	ennill.	
	
He	pins	a	rosette	on	candidate	A’s	pile,	and	walks	right.	
	
Diolch	Victor!		
	
Approx	55secs	(total	1min	35secs)	







2b.	AV			
	
We’re	now	in	a	new	part	of	the	room.	Victor	enters	from	the	left.		The	words	
‘Alternative	Vote’	are	marked	on	the	wall,	and	a	heap	of	votes	swing	from	the	ceiling	in	
a	cargo	net.	
	
Mae'r	system	'Pleidlais	amgen'	yn	wahanol	i'r	ffordd	rydyn	ni'n	pleidleisio	yn	
etholiadau	cyffredinol	y	Deyrnas	Unedig	ar	hyn	o	bryd;	dyma	sut	mae'n	gweithio.	
	
Victor	releases	the	votes	on	to	the	floor,	accidentally	burying	himself.	He	pops	up,	
clutching	a	slip,	and	we	cut	to	see	it	full	screen.	Again	we	see	a	list	of	candidates,	A	
through	D,	but	they	are	now	marked	with	numbers.	B	is	1,	A	is	2,	C	is	3	and	D	is	4.	
	
Yn	y	system	hon,	rydych	chi'n	defnyddio	rhifau	i	restru'ch	hoff	ymgeiswyr.	Rydych	
chi'n	rhoi		un	ger	eich	dewis	cyntaf,	dau	ger	eich	ail	ddewis,	tri	ger	eich	trydydd	
dewis	ac	yn	y	blaen.	
	
Gallwch	ddewis	sawl	ymgeisydd	i'w	restru.		Does	dim	rhaid	i	chi	restru	pob	
ymgeisydd.	Cyn	belled	ag	eich	bod	yn	dewis	o	leiaf	un,	caiff	eich	pleidlais	ei	chyfrif.	
	
We	cut	back	to	the	room.	Victor	is	busily	counting	the	vote	slips	around	him	into	tidy	
piles.	
	
Yna	rhoddir	y	pleidleisiau	rhif	un	ar	gyfer	pob	ymgeisydd	mewn	pentwr	a'u	cyfrif.		
I	ffwrdd	â	ti	Victor!	
	
Flash	forward.		All	of	the	votes	are	now	counted	into	four	tall	piles	against	the	wall.	
Candidates	A	&	B	are	joint	tallest.	
	
Ar	ôl	gorffen	cyfrif,	os	oes	ymgeisydd	wedi	cael	mwy	na	hanner	y	pleidleisiau	rhif	
un,	yr	ymgeisydd	hwnnw	sy'n	ennill	a	does	dim	angen	cyfrif	y	gweddill.	
	
A	dashed	line	draws	across	the	wall.	It	is	labeled	‘Hanner	y	pleidleisiau	rhif	un’,	and	sits	
well	above	all	of	the	piles.	
	
Os	nad	oes	unrhyw	ymgeisydd	wedi	cael	mwy	na	hanner	y	pleidleisiau	rhif	un,	
mae'n	golygu	y	bydd	o	leiaf	un	rownd	arall	o	gyfrif.		Felly,	am	nad	oes	gan	unrhyw	un	
ddigon	o	bleidleisiau,	gall	Victor	ddechrau	ar	yr	ail	rownd.	
	
Victor	walks	over	and	attempts	to	lift	the	smallest	pile	of	votes	–	candidate	D.		
	
Caiff	yr	ymgeisydd	â'r	nifer	leiaf	o	bleidleisiau	rhif	un	ei	dynnu	o'r	gystadleuaeth	‐	yn	
yr	achos	hwn,	Ymgeisydd	Ch.	
	
With	a	good	heave,	he	lifts	the	whole	pile	and	puts	it	down	at	the	edge	of	the	screen.	
	







Yna	edrychir	ar	bob	papur	pleidleisio	ym	mhentwr	Ymgeisydd	Ch	eto.	
	
Two	ballot	papers	slide	in	front	of	the	screen,	one	in	each	of	Victor’s	hands.	The	
number	1	vote	on	both	(both	for	candidate	D)	is	crossed	out.	One	has	a	number	2	(B)	
and	number	3	vote	(A)	on	it.	The	other	has	no	other	votes.	
	
Os	bydd	y	papur	pleidleisio	yn	dangos	pleidlais	rhif	dau	ar	gyfer	ymgeisydd	arall,	
caiff	ei	ychwanegu	at	bentwr	yr	ymgeisydd	hwnnw.	Mae'r	papur	pleidleisio	hwn	yn	
dangos	pleidlais	rhif	un	ar	gyfer	Ymgeisydd	Ch,	a	phleidlais	rhif	dau	ar	gyfer	
Ymgeisydd	B,	felly	caiff	ei	symud	i	bentwr	Ymgeisydd	B.	
	
The	number	2	vote	for	Candidate	B	is	circled.	
	
Os	nad	yw	papur	pleidleisio	yn	dangos	pleidlais	rhif	dau,	ni	chaiff	ei	ddefnyddio	
mwyach.	
	
The	paper	with	no	more	votes	on	it	is	striked	through.	Victor’s	hand	then	lowers	the	
removed	ballot	paper	from	the	frame.		
	
We	then	fade	back	to	the	room.		Candidate	D’s	pile	is	slightly	smaller	to	indicate	
removed	votes,	though	we	don’t	draw	attention	to	it.	Victor	jumps	into	fast‐forward,	
Candidate	D’s	pile	shrinks	and	the	three	remaining	piles	grow	as	Victor	zips	between	
them	in	a	blur.	As	each	pile	grows,	a	coloured	section	appears	on	top	of	the	existing	
votes,	showing	where	the	moved	votes	have	ended	up.		
	
The	line	on	the	wall	now	reads	‘Hanner	y	pleidleisiau	sy'n	weddill’.	
	
The	fast	forward	stops	as	Victor	is	reaching	up	on	his	tip‐toes	to	add	the	last	of	the	
redistributed	votes	to	candidate	A’s	pile.	A	&	B	are	no	longer	the	same	height,	and	A	
now	has	a	small	lead.	
	
Os	oes	ymgeisydd	wedi	cael	mwy	na	hanner	y	pleidleisiau	sy'n	weddill,	yr	
ymgeisydd	hwnnw	sydd	wedi	ennill.			
	
Ond	yn	yr	achos	hwn,	does	dal	ddim	unrhyw	ymgeisydd	sydd	â	mwy	na	hanner	y	
pleidleisiau	sy'n	weddill,	felly	mae	angen	rownd	arall	o	gyfrif.	
	
Once	more,	Victor	goes	to	lift	the	smallest	pile	(Candidate	C).		
	
Unwaith	eto,	caiff	yr	ymgeisydd	â'r	nifer	leiaf	o	bleidleisiau	ei	dynnu	o'r	
gystadleuaeth.	Ymgeisydd	C	y	tro	hwn.	
	
As	this	pile	is	taller	than	the	last	one	he	lifted,	his	knees	knock	and	he	strains	to	lift	it.	
Puffing	and	panting	with	wobbly	legs,	he	carries	it	to	the	edge	of	the	screen	and	puts	it	
down.	
	







Edrychir	ar	bob	papur	pleidleisio	ym	mhentwr	C	eto	i	weld	a	oes	unrhyw	un	o'r	
ymgeiswyr	sy'n	weddill	wedi'u	rhestru.		
	
Like	before,	two	ballot	papers	slide	in	front	of	the	screen,	one	in	each	of	Victor’s	hands.	
Both	have	their	number	1	and	number	2	votes	crossed	out	(C&D).		On	the	left,	the	
ballot	paper	is	ranked	D,	C,	B,	then	A.	On	the	right,	the	paper	is	ranked	C,	A	then	D.		
	
Os	felly,	symudir	y	papur	pleidleisio	i	bentwr	yr	ymgeisydd	sydd	â'r	radd	uchaf	ar	y	
papur	pleidleisio.	
	
On	the	left,	the	number	3	vote	for	Candidate	B	is	circled.	On	the	right,	the	number	2	
vote	for	Candidate	A	is	circled.	
	
I	Os	nad	oes	unrhyw	un	o'r	ymgeiswyr	sy'n	weddill	wedi'u	rhestru,	ni	chaiff	y	papur	
pleidleisio	ei	ddefnyddio	mwyach.	
	
We	then	fade	back	to	the	room	again.	.		Victor	jumps	into	fast‐forward	again.	
Candidate	C’s	pile	shrinks	and	the	two	remaining	piles	grow	as	Victor	zips	between	
them	in	a	blur.	As	each	pile	grows,	another	coloured	section	appears	on	top	of	the	
existing	votes,	showing	where	the	moved	votes	have	ended	up.		
	
The	fast‐forward	stops	and	Victor	is	now	on	a	ladder,	reaching	to	put	the	last	of	the	
redistributed	votes	on	top	of	the	Candidate	A’s	pile.	It	has	broken	the	line	on	the	wall.	
	
Enillydd!	Mae	gan	Ymgeisydd	A	bellach	dros	hanner	y	pleidleisiau	sy'n	weddill.		
	
Victor	pins	a	rosette	on	Candidate	A’s	pile.	
	
Dim	ond	un	enghraifft	yw	hon.	Os	oes	mwy	o	ymgeiswyr,	gellir	ailadrodd	y	broses	
hon	nes	bod	gan	un	ymgeisydd	dros	hanner	y	pleidleisiau	sy'n	weddill.		
	
He	slides	down	his	ladder	like	a	pro,	and	walks	off	screen	to	the	left.	
	
Diolch	Victor!	
	
Back	behind	his	desk,	Victor	nods.		The	two	signs	are	illuminated	behind	him.	
	
Approx	2min	40secs	(total:	4min	15secs)	







3.	END	
	
Cropping	in	closer	to	Victor	behind	his	desk,	we	can	no	longer	see	the	signs	in	the	
background.	He	wipes	his	brow	and	‘phews’.	
	
Felly,	nawr	ein	bod	wedi	egluro'r	system	bleidleisio,	beth	fydd	yn	digwydd	pan	ewch	
i	bleidleisio	ar	y	pumed	o	Fai?	
	
Victor	produces	the	referendum	ballot	paper	from	his	desk,	and	holds	it	forward	so	it	
fills	the	screen.	The	‘'Ie'	and	'Na'	boxes	are	clearly	visible.	
	
Byddwch	yn	cael	papur	pleidleisio	gyda'r	cwestiwn	hwn:	
	
“Ar	hyn	o	bryd,	mae'r	DU	yn	defnyddio	system	'y	cyntaf	i'r	felin'	i	ethol	ASau	i	Dŷ'r	
Cyffredin.	A	ddylid	defnyddio'r	system	'pleidlais	amgen'	yn	lle	hynny?”	
	
Pleidleisiwch	'ie'	os	credwch	y	dylid	defnyddio'r	bleidlais	amgen.	Pleidleisiwch	'na'	
os	credwch	y	dylid	defnyddio	system	y	cyntaf	i'r	felin.	
	
Victor	removes	the	ballot	paper	and	puts	it	back	in	his	desk,	smiling.	
	
Dyna	ni!	Diolch	am	dy	help	Victor.	
	
Cutting	back	to	the	wide	view,	the	signs	have	been	replaced	with	the	words	
‘fymhleidlaisi.co.uk’	
	
I	gael	rhagor	o	wybodaeth	am	bleidleisio,	ewch	i	fymhleidlaisi.co.uk.		Diolch	am	
wylio.	
	
The	slot	spotlight	clicks	off,	leaving	the	words	‘fymhleidlaisi’	visible	on	a	black	screen,	
as	‘Gorsaf	Bleidleisio	ar	agor	7am‐10pm’	fades	in	beneath.	
	
Victor’s	eyes	are	left	blinking	in	the	darkness	‐	he	‘humphs’,	and	we	hear	his	footsteps	
as	he	walks	out	of	frame.	
	
Approx	35secs	(total:	4mins	50secs)	
	
	





