
Referendum on independence for Scotland 
 
Rules on information provided by designated lead campaigners for the 
household leaflet 
 
The Electoral Commission noted during its question assessment process that voters 
want more information on the policy issues surrounding the referendum. We are 
committed, in the interests of the voter, to facilitating access to such arguments in 
favour of each answer to the referendum question. The Commission is therefore 
offering designated lead campaigners a page in our public information booklet to be 
sent to all Scottish households as part of our public awareness campaign for the 
independence referendum. The content of the Commission’s public awareness 
booklet will adhere to best practise on Plain English and accessibility. 
 
Designated lead campaigners can use the page to present an outline of their 
argument in favour of voting either yes or no in the referendum.  Designated leads 
will also be able to provide a link to their own website and their emblem. 
 
The text from the two designated leads will be placed facing each other on opposite 
pages of the booklet. The ‘yes’ side will be on the left, the ‘No’ side on the right to 
reflect the order in which the answers to the question appear on the ballot paper. 
 
We plan to distribute our household booklet from mid-August onwards but in order to 
meet our internal deadlines for testing and production of the booklet, we expect the 
designated lead campaigners  to supply their page, in the specified format by no 
later than Wednesday 7 May 2014. As this date is shortly after the deadline for 

designating lead campaigners we are informing every applicant for designation of the 
offer, the deadline for receipt of the insert and the conditions attached. We will also 
place this note on our website. 
 
Points to note: 

 The page needs to be provided in the format specified, details of which are 
set out below in an appendix 

 Once the material is submitted we will not allow designated lead campaigners 
to make alterations unless the changes are of the nature of a typographical 
error or of an exceptional nature 

 The content of the material remains the responsibility of the responsible 
person of the designated lead campaigner 

 The material provided must not be indecent, obscene, offensive, defamatory, 
discriminatory, or otherwise unlawful or seek to obtain commercial gain. 
 

 
Designated lead campaigners who take up this offer should ensure that the page is 
emailed to the Commission at scotreferendum@electoralcommission.org.uk by 5pm 
on Wednesday 7 May 2014.   
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Appendix 
 
Details of the specifications for designated lead organisations to include a page in 
the household booklet: 
 
 

 Format: print-ready PDF 
 

 Page dimensions: A5 – 148 x 210mm 
 

 Bleed: 3mm 
 

 Crop marks: at 3mm 
 

 Colours: CMYK 
 

 Images: all images (e.g. emblems) should be embedded in the PDF. Please 
ensure that they are high-resolution images (minimum 300 dpi). Fonts should 
also be embedded.  
 

 Other information: the booklet text will be in font size 12pt should you wish to 
follow this as a guideline for accessibility. 

 

 When submitting your material, please provide the details of a technical 
contact, who we can liaise with about any artwork issues. 

 

 
 


